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The Eufop@aﬁ Diploma was awérded to the Camarsue :Nature
Reserve on 20 March 1966, and expires on 28 March 1971. 1In
accordance with the procedure onrovnosed by the European
Committee anﬂ approved by tThe Committee of Ministers, it was
decided to carry out an on-the-spot appraisal of the present
situation in the Reserve, estabbiéhing whether the conditibns
which obtained when the diploma was granted have been maintained
or improved. , '

The Secretary General instructed Mr . W.A, Plattner
(switzerland) to visit the Reserve for the purpose. ’

Mr. Plattner did so on 6 and 7 October 197O,Aa000mpénied by
Mr. H. Hacourt of the Secretariat.
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1. Terms of referenco

I was informed by letter No. 4084 of 31 August 1970 that
the Secretary General of the Council of Egﬁope nad appointed me
to "carry out an on-the-spct appraisal of the Camargue Nature
Reserve (France) with a view to deciding <o the réncwal of the
period of validity of the European’ Dlplcma avarded to the
Reserve in 1966", _

The letter stated: "The object of t© i

iz appraisal will be
to investigate tnhe present cituation of tre Reserve and. to see
if the cond1c¢oos existing at the time of tThe award have been

maintained or dimprovedh. . )

A member of the Secretariat, Mr. H. Facourt, was appointed
at the same time to accompany me e

2. Documents brovided

The Secretariat provided me with the Tollowing documents:

EXP/Nat (65) 22
CE/Nat 68)
" ) 4
n o) 14

The first of these documents is the rroposal to grant the
European Diploma. The other three are the annual reports for
1967, 1968 and 1969 sent to the European Committee by the
Administration of the Reserve.

The conditiong obtaining at the time when the diploma was
granted should thereflore have bsen descrikbed 1n EXP/Nat (65) 22;
however, this consicts of oaly one page of text and a map
showing the buunaarle* of the R“Ccrve Clearly, this very
short document was an inadrquate bhasis on wiiich To work. The
Camarguet!'s reputation was already well estabiisned vhen the
European Diploma wags awardoed. Nobody woula deay that the
Reserve deserved the award, even though the documzntation on
wiltich it was based wags incomplete.

Accordingly, I decided to conduct my survey in a manner
which would add t~ the documentary information available on the
Reserve.,

3. Arrangements for the cn-the-spot apnraisal

By agreement with Mr. Hacourt, Mr. F. Hu&, President of the
Société Nationale de Protection de la Nat:re and
Mr. J. de Caffarelli, Chiel Warden (Coasexwabcur, of the Reserve,
6 and 7 October 1970 were chosen as the dates for the on-the-spot
appraisal. A preliminary meeting was held in Arlses on 5 October,
gt vwhich the following programme was draw.. up:
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Tuesday & October

Inspection of fthe »art East of the Vacuaré S, visit to
la Capeligre (where Mr. Girard, warden, .1ives); then to the
la Gacholle lighthouse (residemce of Mr. Rachet, warden);
visit to the Camargue Ecological Station; inspection of
Bois des Rieges.

Wednesday 7 October

Inspection of the part West of the Vaccargs, then to
les Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer; visit to the beach and the Méjeaane
estate; second visit to the Ecological Station (to question
different pzople); visit to the Tour du Valat Biological.
Station. ‘

ra.:.,mn-.gm_-m—-

° Discussions in the offices of Mr. de Carrarelli and of
Mr. Hudault, Director of the Camargue Régional D Natural Park.
(Mr. Hacourt left Arles at about midday, whereas my talk with
Ve Huaault went on 21l afternoon.

g4, The appraisal

4.1 geneéral
The European Diploma is awarded to protected sites
which meet the following criteria:

- Ruropean infterest
- scientific interest
- proper protection

- It would surely be superflilucus to discuss the first
two criteria. Nobody would deny the European importance
or the scientific interest of the Camargue. For the
benefit of anyone who might uake it into his head to doubt
them, it is obvious that a costly and up-to-date .
ecological station would not be built next door to a world-
famous biological station unless the area was of
considerable interest.

As for the-protectibn arrangements, while they are
not wholly satisfactory, they are at least as good as when
_the. Diploma was granted, and they will soon be better.
More detailed information is given below, but it may be
said here and now that ‘the conditions required for the
renswal of the European Diploma are fulfilled.
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Developments and_ future dangers

The Camargue is caught in a OllCur movement which may
well present a very serious threat tc its existence, or at
least to its preservation in a more cr l:ss wild state.
One half of this pincer is the tourist develonment in the
Languedoc~-Roussillon area to the west, the resort of »
la Grande Motte in particular: the «ther, to the east,
is the industrial development of Fous-sur-Mei. :

Development plans for the regio. involve the creation
of a port tihree tTimss as large as Marseillues and able to
compete with Rotterdam. The population of the region
would.incréase-by several millien in a few years. B

The LawEundoﬂ-Rcu ssillon holiday resorts cannot fail
to exert pressure on the Camargues. Lirs Stes-Maries-de-la-
L g N
Mer is alreadyv in a buildine boom. £33 This i2 only the
</ (]
beginning.

The most serious danger would be the bu
fast communications route linking tThe ind‘ €
e

ilding of a
str
tourist centres via the southern partc of th

ial and
Camargue.

Dangers within the Camargue ifself

Anyone wio visits the Camargue {rowm time to time, as
I do, is struck by the steady growitl of the farms and the
improvement of the roads. Where a fov years azo there wajs
Just a.track across thne salt-marshes (”saﬁcovlrevﬂ), there
is now a good road ruaning alongside. meadows and plough-
land. The Rescerve is thus increasingly enciosed by land
which once formed an :xXtension to it.

Another danger must be nointed out. At the. extreme
orth-west of the Vaccarés is the Mé ‘canne estate. This
belongs to Mr. Ricard, a well-known _ndustrialist and a

‘major producer of apéritifs. Mr. Ricard also owns a

large part of the Etang du Vaccares, a fact which is not .
apparz2nt from the map in document IEXP/Nat (65) 22
showing the boundaries of the Reservae. '

(I enclose a map of tihie Lower Carargue. showing. the

~actual boundaries of the Reserve; - this should be

substituted for the map in EXP/Nat (G5) 22, whieh is
inaccurate in & number of important details - see 4.5.1. )

~ Mr. Ricard's property is not part of thquaperve, and
never has bsen. The Société Nationale dg r“tectlon de la
Nature, wihich manages the Reserve, is povc iess to prevent
the Méjeanhe'QSuate from becoming a tourist. at*ractlon to
which visitors will come, not. to seek contact with nature,
plants and animals, but to find fairQFQUudquyle_amusement.
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Mr. Ricard has aclready built a dyke abrut 3,000 metres
long, separating his nart of tha vieter from the rest of
the Vaccarés. On land, there is already a large bullring
and other amenities design d To attract the crovds.

The dangsr I wish to point out is not only the
possible. disturbance to the Reserve, but the risk that
other people may follow in Mr. Ricard's footsteps if his
project proves bto be a lucrative business.

On-the-spot observations on 6 and 7 Qctober

— e e v o e e v e v e e M et e wem mam e e e s e

4.4,1 Mara;’j S '
On the day when we visited the Reserve, the
Administration had two wardens on its staff. One lives in
a really decrepit house at la Capeliére. The other is
very comfortably acccmmodated in thwe house attached to the
la Gacholle lighthouse. He theresfore nas a splendid
observation point giving him a very elfective view of the
whnole southern part of the Reserve. This cbservation post
did not exigt when the Diploma was granted. I understand
that a third warden was to bs appointed on the day after
our visit. He will live, at least to begin with, at
Selin de Badon. The administration of the Reserve is
studying the possibilivy of finding accommodation for a
varden to the west of tne Vaccards, south of the Méjeanne
est o ' '

———-_——._.._.__..—--.——-._.—._.

This station, which is run by the National Science
Research Centre, has- rpconulv been staffed by a team: of
young. scientists, one of whom, Mr. Heurteaux, a hydro-
geologist, very kindly accompanied us to the Bois des Rigges.
The Camargus Ecological Station will undoubtedly have a
very important role to play, and this can only be to the

good of the Reserve.

Mr . Bldndal, a well-koown ornithologist, also works
at this station. He used fTo work at the Tour du Valat
Biological Station, and -i1s therefore familiar with thc
problems of the Camargue. y

— m w—- m—m. w— - S mae v

We reached the Bois Ges R1trLJ very easily, the watgr
evel .of the Vaccar2s being exXxtremely low. Personalliy, I
have never seen it so low. (The level in the drainage
canal betweern Tour de Vazel and Tour du Valat was minus
52 cm on O October). C '
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From the north-western point of th
we were able fto observe the ravages of sion. The water
in the Etang de Menro, which appears to'“fse unduly high
at certain timss, has already carried a certain o
portions of these dun:ss, which despits being wooded are ‘
very fragile. Ways of protecting thewn vwere discussed on
the spot.

B:is des Riéges
Qo
i

Furthermore, I di scovered more traces of wild boar
than of bulls in this area. PFrom this it must be inferred
that incursions by the herds were not toc numerous and that

ion was effective.

the warden's suopw”is

M.M.M'Iﬁ the annual report for 1969 (IE/Nat (77) 14, page 'k,
point 1,2.1), mention is made of the orchid Oprrys hanglni
Tallon; the enclosurs in which thisz orciid grows was
formerly part cf thz Reserve proner, but i nov ]
incorporatsd in the departmental YRésarv: des Tmpériaux®
which is managed by the municipality of les Saintes-Maries-
de-la-Mer. -Although tuis stand is nc longer in “our"
Reserve, it would perhaps be as wzll to point out that when
we visited it on 7 October there was no sign of a fence,
but we found a great many empty bottlms, nlastic articles
and other things 1eft behind by bath=rs. Tiaers is
unfortunately a great deal of such litter on the south of
the sea wall, at leagt in the part “controllad!® by the
municipality of les Saintes-Marieg-de-la-Mer.

4.4 .5 1 have already mentioned the worlk beiiig done on the
Mé jeanne estate. The dyke is not finished, and no work .
was being done on it vhen we were there., It'may be that
the authorities havs forbidden continruation-of the work
(this being a classifiasd site).

4.5 Noteg on the discussion with Mr. affarelli, Chief

—-—_—.—..-—.-—-———-..—-—--—.—-—_._ T Ui S

—_—— —— e e e me e e S —

As mentionesd above, the map attached to this report
o l'

shows the boundaries of the Reserve (ef. 4.3).

awarded, the Reserve
Order creating a game
1965, + Two of the

4.5.2 Since the Furon:2

has been tlhz sublizct of a lelutﬂin
reserve, issued in Paris on 23 At
Sections of this Order read as foliovs:

1528 hectares
commu:.os of Arles
1 éna; tement
ratheor with their
titute a

1. The lands coveriug an arca of
situated vithin th: territory <
and -‘les Saintes-Mories-de-la-Mzr, in
of Boucnes-du-Rhdne, and desisn
owners on the attached schedule
game reserve,
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4. A1l hunting and shooting. shall be wtrictly forbidden
at all tinss in thf cald reserve.

This Order considerably strengthens the position of
the authorities in charge of the Camargue Nature Reserve.

4.5.3 on 1 January 197C, the ownership of tha whole
Camargue Nature Reserve oansod into diffzrent hands. The
Sdalins du Midi Company took over all the rights and
obligations of the Compagnie Salinifre de la Camargue
(SALICAM) .

- SALICAM had signed an agreement with the Société
de Protection de la Nature et dtAcclimatation deé France
(PNA) leasing to it for a period of 75 years from
2% March 1960 the land VOUSEWEUDIQQ the Resmrve.

SALICAM charge PNA only a nominal rent, and even
stipulate that PNA shall enjoy the revenues from fishing
rights in the Etang de Vaccares.

I feel- that SALICAM's gesture is worthy of mention
here, especlally as tihere is a tendency in nature
conservation circles to give all industrial. companies a

‘thoroughly bad mname.

I think it should be pointed out that the salt-pans
currently being worked by the Salins Company are very.well
protected.” Bird life is respected in these areas, and
public access is not made easy. Furthermore, it is in this
area - i.e. outside the Reserve - that the flamingoes have
nested. ' ' '

The. Camurﬁuo_qg-Eogt; Hetural Pork

Each of the annual reports submitted to the European
Committee for the Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources (CE/Nat (68) 17, (69) 4:and (70) 1l4) contains a
section on. the creation of sumh a park. .I refer in
particular to the apnendix to CE/Nat (70) 14, where
Mr~. Hudault, who is responsible to the Préfet of the
Provence - COte d'Azur region for the dstablichment of the
Park, gives a .brief account of:his plans.

' ‘The Charter was approved by the provisional
Administrative Board of the Park on 21 February 1970.

Mr. Hué is Chairman of this Board. He is also
President of the Société Nationals de Protection de la
Nature, which mansges the Camargue Nature Reserve.

.Collaboratlon between the Reserve and the Park 1is therefore

assured
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After a long ta. ko vitth Ire fludault, I am convinced
that no effort is bheing spared by him to-improve the Reserve
and saisgua%d its LU@LPC.

I have already snoken (under poiat h;?) of the
dangers winich threcatsn the Reserve. The creation of the

Park might well offer a defence agaiungt Lhes\ Qanusrs. n
Mr. Haccourtts possesesion are the followiug documents whicn
contain very valuable informatiorn but wiich need not, I .
think, be c¢irculated wore widely. A

- Statutes of tht "Fondation du pParc Naturel ReﬁlonaW
de Camargue "j .

tian "Comité de Souvier du Parc Naturel

- Suatwf“g of
& Q?ﬂa”zu;”‘

Régzional d\
- Charter of tne Park.

However, I have incorporated in chis report pages 12,
36, 37 and 38 of the Charter and a mup of the Park.

The Camargue cannot be effectively protected if the
nressure to which it is already subj-2t iz unduly increased
by the creation of amenitics on the meriphery of the Park.

For this reason the Fourdation can..of ignore such
amenities (access, Q 1le1n0,et .Y in wiew of the
structural <ffects which they will hive on the Park.

‘Inside the Park, protection of cae rauna, flora and

landscape calls for:

(1) Better knowlrdge of the nat
its evolution and application of tnat knowledge
To the »nrezzzervation of the scenery, flora and
fauna Ly'_p.icz,l of the Camargue 5

ral environment and

(2) e delimitaticn of protected zone
planning zchones and of creas subje
measures inside such zones,

(3) Support for economic activities which enhance
the countryside particularly and helpn to pre-
serve 1its fauna;

(4) Support for traditional ahtlvltles which are
tenﬂju“ to 1€ out;

and rehabilitation of buildings and
anes of historical ingergst or nccessary to
chb deveionmant of the Camarguc's duth]tlDS,




t

. : - - CE/Nat (70)

O

"~ (6) Defence against the s2a;
(7) orficial action on the edge of the Park to help
prescerve the flora, ?auna and landscape.

The richness and diveroity of 1Ts agriculture, its
traditions, its sceunery, its fauna and its flora make the
Camargue ann outstanding arsa econcmically, artlutlcally,
culturally, scientifically and for the tourist.

vihile 1t is important tTo protect this precious
heritage; which is unigque in France, it is equally
essential that man ashiould be brought closer to nature in
the Camargue, in such a way that he may beneflit. fully
from it without harming the interests of those who own the
land and make their living from itq

. . . 1

This dual task of protection and snnancement pursued
through the creation of the Regional Natural Park,
which is to receive financial assistance from the State,
requires that everybody - local authorities and land-
owners, groups and associations of all kinds, residents
and visitors, should give their full support and show their
determination to attain the ovbjectives ¢stablished. Such
support and determination imply full acceptance of the
.ensuing obligatioas, particularly the necessary discipline
to respect whatever regulations will be made and those
fundamental standards whichn mwust, quite clearly, be
observed by all Camargue inhabitants conscious of the
value of their land and anxious to safeguard its future
prosperity. ' :

Corivinced of the importance.of the task which they
propose to accomplish Together, the promoters of the
Regicnal Natural Park: :

the State;

- the Département of Bouches~-du-Rhfmes:

- the Municipality of. Arles:

thﬂ Municipality of les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer

"will each’ take all appropiats action to nromote and
encourage respect for tl“ natural character of the
Camargue and the integrity of the Park.

" In particular, they wi]l issue regulations and use
their powers as public authorities to this end and to
give moral and material encouragement to the inhabitants
of the Camargue, to participate in this work.
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They will give f'naﬂcﬁal assistance Tor this campailgny
g 1y facilities
culture

A . ~

of percsuacion and tne orovisiocon of The norcw
andg amenities, in the fizlds of farming, scie
and the touvrist trade, within the limits
financial resources, of vhich their <1 cted
to remain the cole Judgfes.

E§"S‘°

blles are

They will

facilitate the provision of similar
facilities by privats in

dividuals.

They will see fo 4t tnat shootin
on the lands .which Iii¢cy ovn are compa
the Patur 1 @nv1r,XMQuu and with the ~

o
¥
o
3

“The lan&ownera'wjllz

2 only The regulations and mwacurss agre ed with their
v represzntatives for the »nrotection of the
amargue, their own rights as landowners being res-

- work their lands, whether used Uor this growing of
crons, the raiging of livestoek or [or hunting,
quO':“p or fiswing, in a =pirit of resnect for
nature anc the landscape;

t
~
|9

&

- facilitate the work of ths Foudation du Parc Naturel
Répgional "¢» la Camargue;

"~ work to nrosor
L seeznery, habita
conjunction wi
study the nossi

the quality .ad beauty of the
s, fauna and [l-re, and will, in
v the Administwation o7 the Park,
111t1cs of admnitting visitors.

iy Ll" (9]

('?‘ >—’ <§

o

4 oroups will.,

ticas a

m -

Associ

jS)]

maintain the
them further in
of oiﬂm, and make

- cortinug and 2xtend their worl: ©
ftraditions of ths Camargue, siud
order to.inlrease their knowlsady
The public BYELE of thelr wuslity
Toe aim of this action will b2 To ¢ h the public
Lo respect WJ]V”t’ property a.-.d keep clzan those
areas- to wihiiclh: they are admitted

oM O

- encourags visitors to respect the repulations issued
by the Foundati

an**al ’LuﬁJ t for

- provid- active help a ri
¢ les the provision of” tOUFlot and

cseientific ,
»cultural facilities.

B,
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A comparison between the man of the Resarve
(Appendix T) and that of the Park (Appendix II) shows the
plans to enlarge the unspoilt natural zone. -

Furthermores, even before the Charter was approved,
the administration of the Park had turned its attention to
the hydrological system '

"Without waiting for the final results of the
hydrological studies currently under way, it is clear
that better control of the waters of the Camargue is
necessary. Provision must be made without delay for:

- the construction of sluices to drain water into the
sea, in order to take advantage of an effective
control system while respecting all the interests
at stake;

- the building of pumning statioas on thie eastern
side, To discharge wafter into the Rhonem.

5. Conclusions

I must admit that ths changes I have seen taking place in
the Camargue in recent ysars have caused me anxiely as to its
future.

My visit there between 5 and 9 Qctober and the survey
which T had the honour of conducting have calmaed my fears on
this peint.

Of course, thoss responsible for the Reserve and the Park
still have many difficulties to face; but they have a will to
win and - Jjust as important - they love the land wihich they
serve with a devotion worthy of admiration.

Any action likely To sustain them 1n their efforts is
welcome. Tne renewal of the European Dinloma is one such step.
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