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Secretariat Note

The applica of the German-iuxembourg Natural Park
was presented jﬂ; tly by the PFederal hepUbll” of Germany (1}
and Tthe Grand--Duc Luxembourg (2) in the category
"Protected Lanqu‘a e, :

Replies ~to the Questionnaire are riven in the follo
pages. Photograpins and maps are in the possession of tnm
Secretariat.
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O

- ——— oo o . . / .

(1 Letter of 17 December 1965 from the Bundesminister
fir Ernfhrung Landwirtschaft und Forsten.
(2) Letter of 26 February 1970, from the Director of

~

Political Affairs Ministry of Forelgn Affalrs.
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Jame of site Deut sch-Luxemburgischer Naturpark
G@ mAan- 1uxewbahvr Matural Park
Mame and . Ad‘”e §_Q;,5Q? OfgauLSQ{£Q“‘?C p snsible for Ly%‘
‘mgpaﬁument
Vereinigung Deutsghn!Lxemburgischer Naturpark
D 5521 Echternacherbrlicz ‘
Federal Republic of Germany
. Country Federal Republic of Germeny

Grand-Duchy of Luxembou?g

o

(2} Type of Landscar

The northern part of the matural park forms part of the
gre f mounta*n chaln .of devonlian schist. In the south e
find "Luxembourg sandstone" of the tertiary period.

The accidented nature of the relief the vast ﬁC”Sp@L—
tives of the uplends the valleys with Thelr strange shaped
rocks and the wooded slopes constiltute tn@ caarm of tae
landscape.

"Il

(b

and

sites, the Luxembourg/German pari: has a wealth of hisboric
interest  country mansions and castles Qﬂd other historical
features. s

Apart from the beauty of the region and its many notural
]

bxampwvs are the rulns of the {ortified castle of Vianden.
the ‘Roman mosaics of Diekirch toe Roman villa at Bollendowf
the menhir (2 pagan sanctuary) ab the "Niederburg" and the
celebrated "Fravubillen" cross.

Remains from Roman times are scattered throughout” the
territory. : 1

'Theflargcsﬁ'pﬁ Ulng scdtlom in Furope. near Via nuon_ ,
comprising a ]“10 sever km long in the Our valley -and two

other reserveilys higher up on Mont St. Nicolas, with 2 capa-
city of 6 m¢l;*on cuble metres. makes a first-class u“uLLct
attraction. ‘
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Flora and fauna are extremely varicd. Because of the
diversity of the tcérrain and ciimotic factors. there is o
vast range of phytosociological assoclalions.

A special feature 1is the presence of mediterranean plant
species, Thirty-tiro different or Vans coeur on the warm, dry
skeletal soils in the southern part of toe park, protected by
conservation measures. ‘

There are ved deer, roebucik and wildboar and numercus _
speciecs of birds. Th'se include rare b.rds of prey, waber-ouzels,
.teal and garganey, Xingfishers and heron.

Within the walls of the old castle of Bollendorf
rey admire a falcon-house with num ers of hawk-beaked 1
in impeccable condifion. N

The natural pariz is very interesting to geologists. ©T0O.
Tﬂe abundance of geological fcrmations attracts thelr attention.
iThile the chalky subsoll features excavations and important
deposits. ‘

(o European interest of the applicaticn
\ L & piloav Lol

This 1s the first project in westerm Europe for joint
conservation and management of an extensive area of the
countryside robh_d]osD of the infervening frontier. Those
co-operating to this end include depart.aents of national
government, local azuthorities and privase organisations in
the two countries.

» This Ardennes-Eifel area has maintained 1ts cultural unity
for more than a thouqﬁnd years, do spite the frontiers. And it
is through the influence of this common civilisation cqab‘
friends of nature and of the oounk“ySLJ\ in the Federal
Republic of Germeny and in the Grand-Dushy of Tuxcmbouﬁg
pooled their efforts to establish a natural park and ovgonise
it jolntly.

The legal basis for the Luxembourg/German natural perl
was laid down in & treaty between the ukand Duchy of LuXembourg
and Land Rhe 1nlond Pfalz. t
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Instruments of ratification :exe eycaanwod on
15 October 1855, which is the date when the first inte-national
natural prilz-in Europe can be sald te have been bhorn. This
natural pailt Zs also the Tirst bilateral one te be jolntly =
administerced. It covers an area of 720 sqg.km on e¢che? side
of the Our and the Slre, with 58 L.“as and villages and
5L 000 inhabicantcs.,

The crestion in the heart of Europe of the Lixembourg/
German natural parit has demonstrated that international ‘
co-operation 1s possible in the field of protection of the
counsryside , tn the greater good of The inhabitants oy lavge
conurbations seeclting v ec'eatlvz R R

P

Consevvation of nature and of The landscape. a“though'
the declared pquose of this combined effort, was not the
only one. ' ' : '

Therce 1s a feeling on botn sides that the fPONbLe’ is
no longer o dividing line but is beginning to be the focus _
of activities. Ioop1e arve reminded of thelr common past
and come together in thelr belief in a shared Evrnpeuu
destiny. - '
shment of the Luxembourg/German netural
in the direction of a United Iurone.

Truly the-esta
park represents a s

At a Time vhen difficulties are 1mpOd1ng integration of
the Europeon Community, this direct contact between peoples
separated by & frontier merits -our attentioun., May it
prov1de fresh stimulus teo’ Buropean unity.

(a7 Descript r gcogrnpnloqﬁ position, and/or s'et
- map (scale  1:50,000 or approximzte!

Ordnance map 1-50,000
(e) quggggqpqg . . N SRR

4 photograpns. 18 x 2W. blaclz-and white

) Conse otion measures taken so far

)

(

" The foundexrs of the natu“ﬁi p“f“ at tdenselv scon fber

the war to pireserving the privileged nature of the 1‘ 1d o

either side of &the Our and the Sre and to promoting its use
as a recreatbtlon zone, ' Lo C

o/
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Thelr tasic vwas rendered easier Qy the fact that the
territory foims a sihgle unit gecloglcelly. geographically,
historically and culturally.

The association for the "pare natur:l germano-luxembourgeois!

L
defined 1its objccit in pa ﬂagraph 2 of its Rules as being to
maintain, proctect ‘d develop the countryside on ldentlical
lines on either side of the Our and the 3fre.

The Luxembourgz part of the parls is »srotected by the lair
of 29.7.1965 on the conservation of natu-e and natural =
resources.
eivation Order" of 1064 pre-
11 the beauty of the land-
ration sand the enjoyment of

On the CGermar side, the "Cons

cludes any changes which might spo
scape or be det: 1m0uta1 to conseuw
nature.

The Germen association "Verein Waturpasrk Sldeifel" and
the Luxembourg secticn of the European group for the Ardennes-
Eifel together see Lo the zdmlnlsL’aplan of the Luxembourg
German natural Iz

the chalrmanshlp ?1 ternating betiveen a Luxembourg nau onad
and a German o a-year each.

's)
=
.
¢

@

P

headed by & single _oint CUmmltqu with

A1l promotion and publicity saad cut Jointly. In
this way a map wes published for the who e of. the parii and a
coloured folder in German, French, Dutch and English is in its
third edition. ’ '

When the development plo worized out for the landscape ,
in both parts of the park 1s realised, this frontier territory
will be even merve atitractive to nature lovers. :

) The pL,n D“”Vlﬂcs for extending the netiwork of sign-posted
valks, installing cpen-air swimming poolg, ornamental lalics. and
ponds. and prgviding parking and camping facilities. Great
care has been taken over the whole project ., which will improve
the appearance of certain landscapes. ' :

During tie last few years twco international foo+b°1dges
have been built ccioss the Slre at Wellerbach. and Tintesmilhle
the’construoulon belng financed by the two countries. Plans
and estimates for Tour more bridges anc a ferry have been drawn,
up. to 'be cariried out in the near future, thus facllitating the

frontier crogsing.
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Patiis fov
to the sanme car-
frontier. A syst
it possible to s
at the start.

cars and pedestrions starting from and returning
park have been laid down on both sides of the
em of observatlon towers and shclters makes
the. countiyside and to detect forest fives

(p C'l

A decumentary £ilm on the Luxembourg/Germain natural
park will have its premiere as part ol the celebrations of

&
X 3
Eurcpean Noture Conservation Yeai:,

[
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(&) References ©o published desciiptlons

Tourist map : scale 1 : 50,000
Four maps . scale 1-°- 25 000

Guidebooir "Merschweller Platesu und seine Rangebiete", 1967

afideifel" in the scvies "Die schdne FEifel" 1061

"Entwiclklungsprogramm Naturporl Sideifel Dr. DIEDRICH, 196(

"Tands “enn deutschen Teil" 1067
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den luxemburglschen Tell



