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• Growing demand for AI 

ethics

• Measuring fairness of 

human/ non-human 

decision making is not 

easy

• The Finnish perspective: 

mapping out regulatory 

framework for algorithmic 

decision making

• Fairness-aware AI 

requires both rights by 

design and different 

procedural safeguards
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STARTING POINT: USE OF ALGORITHMS IN LEGAL 
PRACTICE NEEDS TO BE FAIR (!!) 
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HOW TO MEASURE 
FAIRNESS OF 
ALGORITHMS?

fairness in computer 
science vs. broader societal 
context of social sciences

fairness of use vs. fairness 
of  design
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COMPARISONS BETWEEN 
BLACK BOXES OF LEGAL 

REASONING
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Alan Fung (2010): 
http://www.ouhk.edu.hk/~sctwww/com

puting/project/DisplayAlanFung.htm
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MYSTIFYING HUMAN THINKING
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OBJECTIVE TECHNOLOGY FALLACY
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RESEARCH PROJECT ON 
PUBLIC ALGORITHMIC 

DECISION MAKING
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• RPA/ AI automation (autonomous 
decision making, decision support, 
customer service)

• scope of application dependent on 
e.g. context and level of discretion 
in the case

• Hands-on legal concerns: legal 
agency (e.g. who signs the 
judgment, fragmentated decision 
making), questions of liability, 
rights and obligations related to 
data (how to collect data for AI 
systems), good administration 
(grounds for the decision), etc. 
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Mapping out Legal Issues of Algorithmic 
Decision Making

What data is used? 
Which indicators 
chosen?
Rights by design

How to appeal? 
Auditing processes?
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INFORMATION STRUCTURES COME TO STEER HUMAN 
BEHAVIOUR
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
STUDY FOR POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Report will be published at:

http://www.europarl.europa.
eu/stoa/cms/home/studies

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/cms/home/studies
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ALGORITHMIC TRANSPARENCY OPENS 
ALL THE BLACK BOXES?
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TRANSPARENCY IS NO SILVER BULLET 
BUT IT’S A START
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• Banning black boxes would impose 
unrealistic limitations on the use of 
algorithms

• Transparency does not guarantee 
understanding 

• Transparency is not fairness

• BUT ALGORITMIC TOOLS MAY 
IMPROVE TRANSPARENCY OF HUMAN 
REASONING

• And algorithmic models can assist in 
algorithmic auditing processes

https://docs.waylay.io/usage/waylay_engine/



STRATEGIC RESEARCH AREAS IN LAW AND DIGITALISATION
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