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Statement by Fawzia Shaaban Jaber

(Translated from Arabic — original language of the address - to English by the NSC Secretariat)

President of the "Sawn" association for the protection of children and
adolescents against violence and sexual assault in Tunisia

Question: The Lanzarote Convention criminalizes all kinds of violence and sexual abuse against children
and calls for the enactment of national legislation to prevent such violence and abuse. Tunisia is the
only Arab country to have ratified the convention in 2020. Can you tell us more about the extent to
which this convention is implemented in Tunisia and the extent to which national legislation is enacted
to ensure its application? Also tell us about the cooperation and coordination with other countries like
Spain and Canada in this area. Do we need new international standards, or do we need new
mechanisms and methods of implementation to ensure that governments adopt and implement these
standards? How can international and regional coordination and cooperation be maximized to
eliminate violence against women, girls and children?

Thank you, Dr Khafagy,

| would like, first of all, to express my thanks to all those who initiated and contributed to the
organization of this conference, in particular to the regional office of the Council of Europe in Tunisia
and to the North-South Centre, who gave me the opportunity to share and present the experience of
my country, Tunisia, with the Lanzarote Convention. | will approach this question from two different
angles, depending on the position | held during my career: first in state institutions (until 2017) and
second as a civil society activist.

Tunisia joined the Lanzarote agreement at the end of 2019 and its requirements were launched in
2020, as you mentioned. On the compatibility of national legislation with the requirements of this
Convention, | give you a quick overview of the circumstances which led to the recognition of the
existence of the Lanzarote Convention in the administration that | supervised.

It started with international cooperation, when we were invited by the Council of Europe office to
attend the work of the Lanzarote Committee in 2014, in which an inventory is presented by theme of
the progress of each of the countries of the Advisory on the protection of children against sexual abuse.
After having attended 3 or 4 sessions, it seemed to us that through the discussions of the work of the
Committee, the protection of children in Tunisia could be ensured by the terms and obligations of this
agreement. In cooperation with the Council's office in Tunis, we organized workshops and seminars to
present the content of this agreement to the various Tunisian actors involved that are active in child
protection, and we studied the legal adequacy between its requirements and Tunisian legislation. We
had the initiative to obtain a political and technical opinion of non-objection from the Presidency of
the Government and from all those involved in the issue of the protection of children against
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exploitation and sexual abuse to move towards the signing of the Lanzarote Convention and remove
the obstacles that could prevent it.

In the midst of this preparatory work, there were two fundamental laws that were under discussion,
namely the law to prevent and combat human trafficking (2016) and the fundamental law on the
elimination of violence against women (2017)., many of whose provisions have been included and
resources allocated relating to the protection of children (male and female) against violence. This
includes sexual violence, and legal chapters have been included in accordance with the requirements
of the Lanzarote Convention, which contributed to Tunisia's accession, which was welcomed by all, be
it parliamentarians, state institutions, civil society and citizens as a whole.

The most difficult stage is the stage of activating the provisions of this agreement, which requires
continuous coordination and the full involvement of all parties, state institutions and civil society to
protect children against sexual abuse. Regarding the procedures that Tunisia has taken to activate the
agreement, no national legislation has yet been enacted, as many provisions have been included
before, as | mentioned. The following was set up:

- A national committee at the Ministry of Justice to monitor the implementation of the
provisions of the agreement

- Alegal medicine unit in a government hospital, with the support of civil society, to provide
medical and psychological care for child victims of sexual violence.

- A specialized unit in each security region (whether police or national guard) to undertake
security engagement with women and children’s victims of violence, according to specific
procedures and standards in this area.

Here | will talk about the role of the Sawn Association in activating the provisions of the Convention,
the first chapter of which states that the party is obliged to prevent and combat sexual exploitation
and abuse of children. This objective is consistent with the objective of the association to contribute
to the prevention and protection of children against sexual abuse. We have concluded a partnership
and cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Family, Women, Children and the Elderly in 2020,
without funding, through which the association will carry out campaigns and awareness-raising
activities in the institutions under the consideration of the Ministry. These campaigns are for the
benefit of children and parents concerning the dangers of sexual assault and how each of them can
contribute to prevention., The association also conducts training of professionals working with children
in the early detection of the possibility that a child is the victim of sexual abuse. The association
finances most of its activities with funds obtained from national private sector institutions.

As for international cooperation for this purpose, the association relies in its activities on the tools that
have been developed and shared within the framework of the Lanzarote Committee and others, such
as the Canadian Center for Child Protection, particularly in the field of preventing children from sexual
blackmail on the Internet and to furnish certain activities with parents, where the center periodically
provides us with all the tools it develops and makes them available to Canadian stakeholders.



Currently, the association is setting up a project in the field of early childhood for children between 4
and 7 years old in order to make them aware of the different rules for the prevention of sexual assault
in partnership with the Ministry of the Family, Women and Childhood within the framework of the said
partnership agreement (which oversees the institutions welcoming children of this age as well as the
development of educational programs).with funding from the Consulate General of Monaco in Tunisia
the association adapts the tools developed by the Council of Europe with the support of a didactic
guide edited and delivered by the Federation of Associations for the Prevention of Child Abuse in Spain
"FAPMI" Espirales.es, a copy of which we owe to the Office of the Council of Europe in Tunisia.

All this is just a drop of the work that needs to be done to activate the implementation of the provisions
of the Lanzarote Convention, but the rivers are made up of collected drops and, God willing, all the
drops will be a river measures to protect children from sexual abuse in Tunisia.

In the field of childhood, | believe that standards exist and that some of them are not yet operational,
despite the passage of many years since their establishment. It is rather urgent to focus on the
mechanisms and methods of implementation to push governments to activate the adoption of
standards, and this, in my opinion, can be achieved with more communication and coordination
between countries. At all levels, in particular at the level of civil society, and under pressure from civil
society and jurists, in various fields such as health, education, protection, exchanging experiences,
adopting the best ones and adapting them by country and beneficiary group improves the situation.

The elimination of violence against women, children and vulnerable and marginalized groups remains
a dream and a motive that we will continue to aspire to achieve, and we are motivated to pursue it.
One of the recommendations that can be included is to target children at an early age in education
programs on the rules of protection and respect for others and the rejection of violence in all its forms.
Children can be targeted by y adjusting education programs, education of the components of gender
discrimination and the elimination of anything that amounts to raising the status of the male to the
detriment of the female.



