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To whom it may concern – Motivation letter  

 

 

By being elected to the position of mayor of the municipality of Kočevje, my fundamental goal 

was to implement the most transparent management of the municipality as possible and to raise 

standards in the field of fighting corruption, participatory democracy, and the mobilization of 

young people in the management of the local community. When I became a member of the 

Slovenian delegation at the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in 2016, I immediately 

got involved in presenting my vision within various projects of the Congress. Participation in 

observation missions and control missions in the implementation of the European Charter for 

Local Self-Government represents an exceptional challenge for me. Not only do we make a de 

facto significant contribution to the building of democracies in the member states of the Council 

of Europe, but we can share different practices between countries and through cooperation we 

all grow and improve the level of democracy in Europe. I am firmly of the opinion that 

democracy is a fragile system that can survive only if there is a constant effort to improve it. I 

have participated in many missions so far and I want to continue my efforts in the future. In the 

position of the fifth vice-president of the Monitoring Committee, I can further intensify my 

work and offer all my knowledge to achieve even more effective goals in the field of conducting 

elections, as well as in the consistent enforcement of the European Charter on Local Self-

Government. Based on my past work, the values that my work demonstrates and the values that 

I embody, I kindly ask for your support for my candidacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. dr. Vladimir Prebilič  

Vladimir 
Prebilič
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1.        Family name:  

2. First names: 

Prebilič  

Vladimir  

3. Date of birth: 21.05.1974 

4. Nationality: Slovene 

5. Place of residence: Slovenia 

6.        Education:                                                           Ph. D.  

  

Institution [Date from – Date to] 

 

Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained: 

 

University of Ljubljana (1993-1998) Faculty of Arts 

• B. A. in History (orientation of studies = High School 

teacher for history) 

• B. A. in Geography (orientation of studies = High 

School teacher for Geography) 

University of Ljubljana (1998-2001) Master course in Defence Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences,  
(Topic of master thesis: Comparison between Models of 
Conversion of Military Installations in UK, USA and Slovenia), 
level – Master of Sciences in Defence Studies 

University of Ljubljana (2001-2004) Doctoral studies at the Defence Studies, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, (topic: Military Logistics in German Armed Forces 
During the II. World War), level – Ph. D. in Defence Studies  

7. Language skills: Indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 – excellent; 5 – basic) 

Language Reading Speaking Writing 

English 1 1 1 

Slovene 1 1 1 

German 1 1 1 

Serbian 1 1 1 

French 3 3 3 

 

8. Membership of professional bodies:  

➢    President of the Association of Municipality in Slovenia 
➢ Leader of digitalization group at Association of Municipalities of Slovenia on digitalization of Slovene local 

self-government (development of digital identity of citizens)  
➢ Member of the Expertise Group of Slovene Association of Municipalities of Slovenia in the UNDEP project 

with State of Iraq  
➢    Spokesperson on the Ethics, Transparency and Anticorruption of the Congress of Local and Regional 

Authorities at the Council of Europe 
➢ Member of the Bureau of the Socialist Group at the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at the 

Council of Europe  
➢    Member of Monitoring Committee at the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at the Council of 

Europe 
➢ Member of Slovene delegation at the Council of Regions at the European Union  
➢ Head of Slovene delegation at the Congress of Local Authorities and regions at the Council of Europe 
➢ First vice president of the Socialistic group in the Congress of Local Authorities and Regions at the Council 

of Europe 
➢ Member of the Project Group for knowledge transfer to Iraq – United Nation Development Program 

(UNDP) and Slovene Association of Municipalities in Slovenia attracting the investors into municipalities  
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9. Other skills: (e.g. Computer literacy, etc.)  computer literacy 

 

10. Present position: 

➢ Mayor of Kočevje since 2010  
➢ Associate Professor, Defence Studies Department, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana 

since 1999 
  

11. Years within the firm:  

➢ 23 years as Professor 
➢ 12 years as Mayor 

 

12. Key qualifications:   

Expertise on implementation of European Charter on Self-Government (president of Slovene delegation at the 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at Council of Europe and member of Monitoring Committee along 
with the membership at Bureau Socialist Group at the Congress) with the special emphasis on financing of 
municipalities, regional development, and decentralization:  

➢ Delivering lectures on political transparency, accountability, and ethics in Eastern European States: 
Moldova (2016), Albania (2017), Ukraine (2017), Georgia (2018), Armenia (2018), Georgia (2019) 

➢ Leader of Observing mission to Republic of Moldova on local elections in October 2019  
➢ Member of observation Team of Council of Europe to Republic of Croatia on the local elections in Mostar  
➢ Member of observation Team to Republic of Turkey on local elections in March 2019  
➢ Member of observation Team to Republic of Bosnia and Hercegovina on local elections in October 2018  
➢ Member of the Monitoring Team to Kingdom of Netherlands on the implementation of the Charter of Local 

Self-Government – scheduled for March 2021 (due to the COVID-19 situation)  
➢ Member of observation Team to Republic of Bosnia and Hercegovina on local elections in Mostar, March 

2021  
➢ Leader of monitoring team of CoE in implementation of the European Charter of Local Self-government 

in the Kingdom of Netherlands, March 2021  
➢ Head of monitoring team of CoE in implementation of the European Charter of Local Self-government in 

United Kingdom, May 2021  
➢ Member of observation Team of CoE to the Kingdom of Morocco Republic on local elections, September 

2021.  
➢ Open Government training of CoE for mayors, council members and local self-government 

administrations, September 2021.   
➢ Member of the observation Team of CoE to Georgia on the local elections, October 2021.   
➢ Member of the observation Team of CoE to Denmark on the local elections, November 2021.  
➢ Member of the observation Team of CoE to Armenia on the local elections, December 2021. 
➢ Head of monitoring Team of CoE in the implementation of the European Charter of Local Self-Government 

in Republic of Turkey, December 2021.  
➢ Spokesperson on Ethic and Anti-Corruption of the Congress of the Regional and Local Authorities.  
➢ Special Envoy to the Republic of Kyrgyzstan of the Congress of the Regional and Local Authorities, March 

2022.  
➢ Member of the observation Team of CoE to Albania on the local elections, February 2022. 
➢ Leader of the observation Team of CoE to Netherlands on the local elections, March 2022. 

 

 
As professor of Political Sciences at the Faculty of Social Sciences (University of Ljubljana) the expertise is 
focused on Crisis Management Process at the level of local self-government, local patriotism, energy efficiency 
and energy management at the local self-government and green field investments:  
 

➢ Lectures and seminars for the students on the undergraduate level: Military History, Defense Geography, 
Contemporary Political Systems, European Union 

➢ Lectures and seminar for the students on the postgraduate level: Geopolitics – as member of Erasmus 
project all lectures are delivered in English as majority of students are guest students from different 
countries (over 25 different countries being represented)  

➢ Leader of research group in Increasing Fiscal Capacities on the level of local self-government in Slovenia 
(project is financed by the Slovene Ministry of Public Administration) from 2019 to 2021  

➢ Leader of the research group in Slovene Youth and Patriotism (project is financed by Office of the 
President of the Republic, Ministry of Defense and Ministry of Interior) from 2021 to 2023 

➢ Member of the research team on Crisis Management of the Slovene Municipalities (project financed by 
the Ministry of Defense of Republic of Slovenia), from 2021 to 2023.  
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Advisory work to decision makers in Republic of Slovenia:  

Leader of the research project for the President of the Republic of Slovenia Borut Pahor on Patriotism 
among Slovene Youth 

2020-2022 

➢ Longitudinal research on the patriotism among Slovene Youth (50.000 €)  
➢ Reasons for low awareness and consequently (un)readiness for joining the national system of Slovenia  
➢ Structural recommendations for the Slovene educational system  

 

Advisor to the President of the Republic of Slovenia dr. Danilo Türk on patriotism and veteran 
organizations 
2008 – 2011 

➢ Conceptualization of patriotism agenda among veteran organizations in Slovenia 
➢ Regular consultations in patriotic education among Slovene youth  
➢ Promoting the model of active citizenship among Slovene youth  
➢ Leader of research project – Citizen Literacy of Slovene youth 2008-2010 (over 200.000 €)  

 
Advisor on Defense Issues in Prime Minster Office of Slovenia 
2006 – 2008 

➢ Assisting Prime Minister in developing National Defense Strategy  
➢ Regular consultations with key National Defense Actors on optimization of Defense approaches 
➢ Cooperation with the Slovene National Assembly in Slovene defense legislation  

 
14. Professional experience:  
 

Date [from – to] 

 
Activity  

2020 to date  Consultant on municipal partnerships and crisis management for U-LEAD with Europe 
Program 

➢ Member of Expert group on Project selection U-Lead Ukraine  
➢ Assisting Ukrainian authorities in the area of Legal Personality  
➢ Assisting Ukrainian municipalities in mitigating the crisis caused by COVID-19 
➢ Providing concepts and insights in further partnership development between 

Ukrainian hromadas and EU municipalities 
➢ Providing assistance in the area of crisis management due to Corona crisis 
➢ Exchange of knowledge in budgeting related to the local self-government  
➢ Promoting the administrative efficiency and rationalization at the local self-

government   

2022 – to the 
date 

President of the Association of Municipality in Slovenia 

2019 – 2022  Vice president of the Association of Municipality in Slovenia, representing Republic of 
Slovenia in the Committee of the Regions within EU.  

Municipality of Kočevje was recognized as most developed oriented in Republic of 
Slovenia under his leadership in 2018 – Golden Stone Award.  

2017 Guest professor at the Victoria University, British Columbia, Canada. 

2016-2019 Member of Current Affair Committee at the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at 
the Council of Europe 

 

2016 – to date Regular lecturer in the name of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at the Council 
of Europe in the area of local democracy promotion, political transparency, 
accountability and ethics in Eastern European States: Moldova, Albania, Ukraine, Georgia, 
Armenia, etc 
 

2016 – to date Member of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at the Council of Europe at 
Strasbourg representing Republic of Slovenia 
 

2012 – to date Member of East Cohesion Region as a representative of Dolenjska region for European 
funds distribution 
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Date [from – to] 

 
Activity  

 

2006 – 2008 Special advisor for defense issues to the Prime Minister of Slovenia  

2008 – 2011 Advisor to the President of the Republic of Slovenia dr. Danilo Türk for the area of patriotism 
and veteran organizations 
 

2010 – to date Elected as a mayor of Kočevje and he serves his third term as a mayor of the largest 
municipality in Slovenia (Kočevje)  
 

2009 – to date Associate professor at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana 

2007 - 2011 Chair of the Defense Study Department 

2003 – 2006 Deputy mayor in the Kočevje Municipality  

2004 Doctoral Student at Helmut Schmitd University in Hamburg (Germany) as Manfred Wörner 
Stipendiat  

 

2002 – 2006 

 
Member of Municipal Council and president of the Committee of finances and economy at 
the Kočevje Municipality  

 

16. Other relevant information: (e.g. Publications) 

 

• Conducted different research projects for the Slovene Education Ministry and Slovene Government 
with special emphasis on the modern citizenship, multiculturalism, patriotism, military history and local 
self-government. 

• Execution of the research project in the area of financial capacities of Slovene local self-government 
system  

• Total number of bibliographical works is 493 

• Author of more than 72 articles and five books  

• Speaker at 39 scientific international conferences 

• Mentor to 148 students on B.A., M. M., and Ph. D. level 

 

    17.      Selected bibliography:  
 

➢ SARDOČ, Mitja, PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Equality, opportunity, and the American dream. V: HAUHART, 
Robert C. (ur.), SARDOČ, Mitja (ur.). The Routledge handbook on the American dream. Vol. 2. New 
York; Abingdon: Routledge, 2023. Str. 121-133. Routledge international handbooks. ISBN 978-1-032-
35296-1, ISBN 978-1-032-35297-8. DOI: 10.4324/9781003326243-7 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, JEREB, Vid. Implications of the war in Ukraine on the Belt and Road 
Initiative. Journal of geography, politics and society. 2022, vol. 12, no. 2, str. 1-7, zvd. ISSN 2451-2249. 
DOI: 10.26881/jpgs.2022.2.01 

➢ SARDOČ, Mitja, PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Governing by slogans. Policy futures in education. 3. 11. 2022, 11 
str. ISSN 1478-2103. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/14782103221136186, 
DOI: 10.1177/14782103221136186. 

➢ BAČLIJA BRAJNIK, Irena, PREBILIČ, Vladimir, KRONEGGER, Luka. Explaining strategies in setting 
own local taxes in Slovenia. Lex localis : revija za lokalno samoupravo, ISSN 1581-5374. [Printed ed.], 
2022, vol. 20, no. 1, str. 239-257, ilustr., doi: 10.4335/20.1.239-257(2022). 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Crisis management in municipality: the role of civil protection during COVID-19 
crisis. Journal of comparative politics, ISSN 1338-1385. [Online ed.], Jan. 2022, vol. 15, no. 1, str. 56-
72, ilustr., zvd. http://www.jofcp.org/assets/jcp/Articles-1-2022/JCP-January-2022-5.pdf.  

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, KUKOVIČ, Simona. Cooperation between local communities and the civil 
protection in overcoming the COVID-19 crisis: ad omnia parati sumus. Annales: anali za istrske in 
mediteranske študije, Series historia et sociologia, ISSN 1408-5348. [Tiskana izd.], 2021, letn. 31, št. 3, 
str. 535-544, ilustr., doi: 10.19233/ASHS.2021.34. 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Local municipality as a pillar of direct support to industry. V: HORVAT, Andrej 
(ur.). Compendium of articles : a dialogue about local self-government in Ukraine and abroad. Kyiv: U-
LEAD with Europe, 2021. Str. 152-154. https://content.u-
learn.org.ua/FB/SDU/Compendium_of_Articles_eng.pdf 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Patriotism and national security. V: SARDOČ, Mitja (ur.). Handbook of patriotism. 
Cham: Springer, cop. 2020. Str. 725-739. Springer reference. ISBN 978-3-319-54483-0, ISBN 3-319-
54483-7. https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3-319-30534-9_65-1, 
DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-30534-9_65-1. [COBISS.SI-ID 36675165] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, JUVAN, Jelena. The Slovenian Armed Forces and patriotism. Diplomacy and 

https://dx.doi.org/10.4324/9781003326243-7
https://dx.doi.org/10.26881/jpgs.2022.2.01
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/14782103221136186
https://dx.doi.org/10.1177/14782103221136186
https://doi.org/10.4335/20.1.239-257(2022)
http://www.jofcp.org/assets/jcp/Articles-1-2022/JCP-January-2022-5.pdf
https://doi.org/10.19233/ASHS.2021.34
https://content.u-learn.org.ua/FB/SDU/Compendium_of_Articles_eng.pdf
https://content.u-learn.org.ua/FB/SDU/Compendium_of_Articles_eng.pdf
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3-319-30534-9_65-1
https://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-30534-9_65-1
https://plus.si.cobiss.net/opac7/bib/36675165?lang=sl
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statecraft, ISSN 0959-2296, 2019, vol. 30, no. 1, pp. 99-117, doi: 10.1080/09592296.2019.1557418. 
[COBISS.SI-ID 36040285] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, BAČLIJA BRAJNIK, Irena. Bribed into cooperation: subsidised inter-municipal 
cooperation in Slovenia. Lex localis: revija za lokalno samoupravo, ISSN 1581-5374. [Tiskana izd.], 
2019, vol. 17, no. 3, str. 721-733, ilustr., doi: 10.4335/17.3.721-733(2019). [COBISS.SI-ID 36283997] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Water (in) security: modern security paradigm. Journal of geography, politics and 
society, ISSN 2451-2249, 2019, vol. 9, no. 2, str. 1-
9. https://czasopisma.bg.ug.edu.pl/index.php/JGPS/article/view/3566, doi: 10.26881/jpgs.2019.2.01. 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, BAČLIJA BRAJNIK, Irena. Reflections of multiculturalism and patriotism in Slovene 
elementary school curricula. Dve domovini: razprave o izseljenstvu, ISSN 0353-6777. [Tiskana izd.], 
2016, [Št.] 43, str. 117-127. http://twohomelands.zrc-
sazu.si/uploads/articles/1453577726_Odsevi_multikulturnosti_PREBILIC_BACLIJA.pdf. [COBISS.SI-
ID 39333677] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Energy security in the EU: concept or reality? European perspectives: journal on 
European perspectives of the Western Balkans, ISSN 1855-7694, Oct. 2014, vol. 6, no. 2, str. 17-33, 
ilustr. [COBISS.SI-ID 33154909] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, BAČLIJA BRAJNIK, Irena. Dynamics of administrative capacity in Slovenian 
municipal administrations. Lex localis: revija za lokalno samoupravo, ISSN 1581-5374. [Tiskana izd.], 
Jul. 2013, vol. 11, no. 3, str. 545-564, tabele, doi: 10.4335/11.3.545-564(2013). [COBISS.SI-
ID 32061277] 

➢ JUVAN, Jelena, PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Towards stronger EU military and defence capabilities? European 
perspectives: journal on European perspectives of the Western Balkans, ISSN 1855-7694, Oct. 2012, 
vol. 4, no. 2, str. 119-138. [COBISS.SI-ID 31806301] 

➢ NAHTIGAL, Lea, PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Cosmopolitism as the end of patriotism among Slovenian 
youth. Journal of comparative politics, ISSN 1338-1385. [Online ed.], Jul. 2011, vol. 4, no. 2, str. 27-48, 
graf. prikazi. http://www.cpupi.si/jcp/JCP-July-2011.pdf. [COBISS.SI-ID 30547037] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Theoretical aspects of military logistics. Defense and security analysis, ISSN 1475-
1798, Jun. 2006, vol. 22, no. 2, str. 159-177, graf. prikazi. [COBISS.SI-ID 25350237] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, OBER, Kristina. Defence system and ecology - the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization’s role. Polemos: časopis za interdisciplinarna istraživanja rata i mira, ISSN 1331-5595, 
siječanj/prosinac 2005, sv. 8, br. 1/2, str. 183-203. [COBISS.SI-ID 25226333] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, KUKOVIČ, Simona. Mayor, director of municipal administration and deputy mayor : 
a love triangle. Hrvatska i komparativna javna uprava : časopis za teoriju i praksu javne uprave, ISSN 
1848-0357, 2013, god. 13, br. 1, str. 231-258, ilustr. [COBISS.SI-ID 32065885] 

➢ KUKOVIČ, Simona, PREBILIČ, Vladimir. The relationship between the mayor and deputy-mayor in the 
Slovenian local self-government system. Uprava, ISSN 1581-7555. [Tiskana izd.], dec. 2012, letn. 10, 
št. 4, str. 73-89, tabele. [COBISS.SI-ID 31833437] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, GROŠELJ, Klemen. Balkanization of Caucasus: case study of Georgia. Razprave 
in gradivo: revija za narodnostna vprašanja, ISSN 0354-0286. [Tiskana izd.], 2006, št. 48/49, str. 292-
303. http://www.inv.si, http://hdl.handle.net/11686/4983. [COBISS.SI-ID 10664269] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Von der Staatsgründung bis zur EU- und NATO-Mitgliedschaft: permanente 
Reformierung der slowenischen Streitkräfte? V: JAUN, Rudolf (ur.). Strategische Wende - 
Technologische Wende: die Transformation der Staitkräfte am Übergang zum 21. Jahrhundert, 
(Schriftenreihe, MILAK Schrift Nr. 9). Zürich: Militärakademie and der ETH. 2008, str. 19-32, graf. 
prikazi. [COBISS.SI-ID 28185949] 

➢ TOMŠIČ, Miha, GJERKEŠ, Henrik, ŠIJANEC-ZAVRL, Marjana, BAČLIJA BRAJNIK, Irena, PREBILIČ, 
Vladimir. Potentials and limitations of local fiscal policies as instruments for sustainable development in 
Slovenia. V: BAGARIĆ, Marina (ur.). Energy efficient building design and legislation, (RILEM 
proceedings, ISSN 1461-1147, 128). Paris: RILEM Publications. [2019], str. 237-244, 
ilustr. http://www.grad.unizg.hr/_download/repository/2_EEBDL_Proceedings_FINAL.pdf. [COBISS.SI-
ID 5361915] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Local municipality as a pillar of direct support to industry. V: HORVAT, Andrej 
(ed.). Compendium of articles : a dialogue about local self-government in Ukraine and abroad. Kyiv: U-
LEAD with Europe. 2021, str. 152-154. https://content.u-
learn.org.ua/FB/SDU/Compendium_of_Articles_eng.pdf. 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Patriotism and national security. V: SARDOČ, Mitja (ur.). Handbook of patriotism. 
Cham: Springer. cop. 2020, str. 1-15. https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3-
319-30534-9_65-1, doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-30534-9_65-1. [COBISS.SI-ID 36675165] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir, GUŠTIN, Damijan. Slovenia in NATO: a defence alliance between the political elite 
and the people. V: RAUGH, Harold E. (ur.), et al. Alliance planning and coalition warfare: historical and 
contemporary approaches. Belgrade: Institute for Strategic Research; Wien: Heeresgeschichtliches 
Museum, 2019. Str. 265-279, tabela. ISBN 978-86-81121-24-5. [COBISS.SI-ID 3985268] 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Veterans: forgotten, left behind or marginalized? V: PREBILIČ, Vladimir (ed.), 
GUŠTIN, Damijan (ed.). Veterans and society: demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants 
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through history : proceedings of the 16th Annual Conference of the Partnership for Peace Consortium 
Conflict Studies Working Group Ljubljana, 4-7 July, 2016. Kočevje: Pokrajinski muzej; Ljubljana: Inštitut 
za novejšo zgodovino. 2017, str. 11-23 

➢ PREBILIČ, Vladimir. Zur geostrategischen Bedeutung Sloweniens - Vorteil oder Flucht? V: KRÜGER, 
Dieter (ur.), SCHNEIDER, Felix (ur.). Die Alpen im kalten Krieg: historischer Raum, Strategie und 
Sicherheitspolitik. München: Oldenbourg, 2012. Str. [313]-324. Beiträge zur Militärgeschichte, Bd. 71. 
ISBN 978-3-486-58817-0. [COBISS.SI-ID 31049053] 
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