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More than 260 km of free-flowing river

Natural dynamics High diversity of habitats



Intact tributaries Under threat



Intact tributaries Under threat



Candidate Emerald site



228 support the Vjosa free-flowing vision



About 177 species of the BC Annexes
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40 species recorded for the first time in Albania in the last 4 years 









364 planned

43 under construction

177 existing / greenfields

ALBANIA



VJOSA CATCHMENT



8 large dams on 
Vjosa main course

32 dams on 
tributaries





Dam height: 25 m

Reservoir area: 24 km2

Poçemi HPP

Reservoir volume : 295 mil. m3

Installed Capacity: 101 MW





Vol. i rezervuarit: 295 mil. m3

Kalivaçi HPP

Installed Capacity: 98 MW

Dam height: 45 m

Reservoir area: 57 km2



Weak EIAs

No Public consultation

Irreversible impacts on…



Unique intact nature…



…local communities



Legal Battle-Petitions 



Legal Battle- Litigation domestically



Vjosa –Europe´s first Wild River National Park"



o Vjosa is the last big free-flowing river left in Europe

o Vjosa and its tributaries are an unique ecosystem of European importance

o Vjosa hosts high values of European biodiversity

o The hydropower projects are the main threat to this unique ecosystem

CONCLUSIONS

o Local communities are opposing HPP Poçem and HPP Kalivaç



o New concession contract for 2nd HPP (Kalivac) has been signed:
o despite national court ruling against 1st HPP (Pocem) and 
o despite BC OSA this summer

o If pressure isn’t increased immediately procedure of realizing HPP 
Kalivac will simply continue

o “Vacuum of legal staff” in Albania as a consequence of the judicial reform

Bern Convention needs to act NOW:

o HPP Poçem & Kalivaç would permanently destroy the Vjosa River system



o.nika@ecoalbania.org

Olsi Nika www.ecoalbania.org

www.facebook.com/ecoalbania.org

WE ASK BERN CONVENTION TO OPEN THE CASE


