
Using audio protocols in courts
Court administration, Latvia



Republic of Latvia

• Territory: 64,6 sqkm (30% forrest)

• Population: 2 million

• Independent since 1918

• EU member since 2004

• Euro since 2014

• GDP per capita: 12000 EUR

• State budget: 8 billion EUR



Overview of court system

• 31 district courts

• 5 regional courts

• 2 administrative courts

• Supreme and 

Constitutional court

• 27 land registry offices

Overall 560 judges and

1700 employees



Audio protocols in courts

• Significantly shorter creation time

• Less chance to make a mistake

• Very easy to learn

• Universally compatible PDF file

• Easily available for parties involved



Main features

• Integration with Court information 
system

• Direct audio recording support
• All court rooms in Latvia are equipped 

with audio recording

• Predefined fields for timeline marking

• Predefined phrases (expressions)

• Easy editing 



Creation of audio protocol

Start

• Connect
with CIS

• Enter any
additional
data

Process

• Recording of
the protocol
(text+audio)

• Marking the
timeline

• Attaching
phrases

Finish

• Finetuning
protocol

• Saving

• Publishing

Audio information Textual information Audio information



Finished protocol

• Standard form

• Easy to find essential information

• Marked procedural steps

• Synced with audio

• Structured data

• No need for adding remarks (audio)



Benefits of using audio protocols in courts

• No need to wait for protocol to start 
appelation

• Electronic availability – no need to visit 
court for protocol

• Court does not have to prepare protocols 
in paper form

• Eliminated need to read through the 
whole protocol

• Can be used as an electronic document



Time to prepare protocol 
for a 5 hour court hearing

•Audio protocol - less than two hours

•Paper protocol – up to three days


