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Mr Julian Assange is accused of unlawfully obtaining and disclosing classified documents related to
the national defence of the US, and of computer misuse. The US extradition request for Mr. Assange
is governed by Part 2 of the Extradition Act 2003. The Act provides a person whose extradition is
sought by another jurisdiction with full and effective safeguards. For example, the court must consider
human rights issues, including whether the person will receive a fair trial.

The next stage in the US extradition proceedings is a Magistrates’ Court hearing at which Mr. Assange
may challenge his extradition on the grounds of the statutory bars in the Extradition Act, such as
human rights. The hearing began on 24 February 2020 for one week and will continue on 18 May for
three weeks.



