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Europe.?

SUMMARY

On 31 January 2023, SolidarityNow held a Transnational Workshop on "Access to basic rights, legal
support and mental health: transnational workshop on migrant children’s transition to adulthood"
(the workshop). The workshop was organised in the framework of the multilateral project "Building
Futures, Sharing Good Practices: Migrant Children’s Transition to Adulthood”, funded by the European
Union’s Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund and the Council of Europe.

! The content of this report represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. The

European Commission and the Council of Europe do not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of
the information it contains.
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The Workshop aimed to provide a common space for interaction
and exchange of good practices on the well-being of unaccompanied
minors in transition to adulthood for different professionals across
Europe. The workshop brought together professionals from 11
countries: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Luxemburg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Serbia, Spain and Sweden.

RESULTS

In total, 61 participants from over 50 different organisations,
national, European and international entities joined the workshop

in vivo.

A total of 17 speakers — from governmental and European
institutions, International organisations, academic institutions and
non-governmental organisations — gave presentations and

exchanged on issues related to access to basic rights, legal, and
psychosocial support for unaccompanied children in transition to adulthood. An overview with the

key points of the different presentations can be found in the following table:

KEY POINTS OF PRESENTATIONS

iorant Children’s

['ransition
to Adulthood”

I'ransnational

Workshops

3 DIFFERENT PANEL DISCUSSIONS

ACCESS TO RIGHTS

PLATFORM FOR INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION ON
UNDOCUMENTED MIGRANTS
(PICUM): TURNING 18 AND
UNDOCUMENTED

EUROPEAN MIGRATION
NETWORK: OVERVIEW OF THE
EUROPEAN STATUS AND
CHALLENGES FOR THE TRANSITION
TO ADULTHOOD

EUROPEAN COMMISSION: EU
PERSPECTIVE ON FACILITATING
UAM’s TRANSITION TO ADULTHOOD

UNHCR GREECE: RESULTS FOR
GREECE IN REGARDS TO TRANSITION
TO ADULTHOOD

INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL
RESEARCH: VULNER PROJECT -
RESEARCH ON CHALLENGES AND
GOOD PRACTICES

MENTAL HEALTH AND YOUTH PRACTICES ON YOUTH
WELL BEING SUPPORT

NATIONAL & KAPODISTRIAN KAROLINSKA
UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS: INSTITUTET: THE INTERACT
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES | TOOLKIT FOR THE
FOR THE MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT OF
ADAPTATION REFUGEES

SPECIAL SECRETARIAT FOR THE PSYCHOSOCIAL

PROTECTION OF
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS
(SSPUAM): THE MENTAL HEALTH
HUB PROJECT

CONSORTIUM ON REFUGEES’
AND MIGRANTS’ MENTAL HEALTH
(COREMH): MENTAL HEALTH OF
REFUGEES IN TRANSIT

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY
CYPRUS: THE NECESSITY OF
MEANINGFUL ACTIVITIES IN THE
DAILY LIFE OF YOUNGSTERS

INNOVATION NETWORK:
TOWARDS IMPROVEMENT
OF MHPSS FOR REFUGEE
CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN
SERBIA

BABEL: ADOLESCENCE
AND RELATED FACTORS FOR
UAMs

SOLIDARITYNOW:
REFLECTIONS FROM
PRACTICE WITH YOUTH —
FEMALE YOUNGSTERS IN
NEED




NIDOS: TRUSTED JUNIORS HEMAYAT: CHALLENGES AND
PROJECT AND THE IMPORTANCE OF | THE NEEDS OF UNACCOMPANIED
EQUITABLE PARTICIPATION MINORS IN (TRAUMA) THERAPY

The Workshop was opened by Mr Stelios Zavvos, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
SolidarityNow. Mr Zavvos highlighted the work SolidarityNow has accomplished over the years,
outlining in particular the services and projects that are dedicated to the support and empowerment
of UAMs in their transition to adulthood.

Ms Lilja Grétarsdottir, Head of the Co-
operation Programmes Division, Directorate
General Human Rights and Rule of Law (DGl),
Council of Europe, stressed the importance of
securing the fundamental rights of youth
transitioning to adulthood, in line with the
international and European human rights
standards. Ms. Grétarsdottir also underlined
that transition to adulthood is a priority area
for the Council of Europe and provided an
overview of the different activities of the
organisation in the field.

The first panel discussion focussed on access to
basic rights and legal support and was
moderated by the experienced lawyer Ms
Marina Kanta from SolidarityNow.

The first speaker, Ms Laetitia van der Vennet,
representing the Platform for International
Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants
(PICUM), focused on children becoming
undocumented at 18. She underlined that «in
many countries, children and young people
cannot regularise their stay, which makes them
vulnerable to harm.» Ms van der Vennet outlined three recommendations for governments: 1)
improving residence procedures — making sure they exist and are accessible, 2) better understanding
of policy gaps and needs of children and young people, and 3) providing support, services, and funding
to ensure a smooth transition into adulthood for all children.

Then, Mr Adolfo Somarribas from the European Migration Network (EMN) outlined the particular
situation of UAMs who reach adulthood in the European Union (EU) member States and Norway. Mr
Somarribas noted that UAMs are obliged to leave the child protection system when they turn 18. As
a positive practice, he also noted that some member states (MS) and Norway have now started to
prepare UAMs for their transition to adulthood a few years prior to their 18™ birthday. Finally, he
stressed three challenges in providing support and services for the transition of unaccompanied
minors to adulthood, namely housing, governance, and integration.




Next, Ms Monika Ekstrom, Policy Officer, European Commission, highlighted existing protection gaps
for UAMs when turning 18. She explained that there is no legal framework at the EU level with specific
obligations related to the transition of UAMs to adulthood and that this aspect is not addressed in the
Migration Pact either. Consequently, practices on the transition of UAMs to adulthood vary greatly
across EU member States. Ms Ekstrom also underlined that the European Commission provides
support in this area through non-legislative instruments and funding.

Ms Dora Tsovili, Senior Protection Associate, Child Protection Unit, United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) Greece, presented the current state of play regarding access to basic rights and
legal support for aged out UAMs in Greece. As underlined, access to physical and mental health
services, opportunities for education, and legal support provided through the asylum and family
reunion procedures is limited. Ms Tsovili also referred to the need to improve integration prospects
for young adults notably through the provision of a residence permit entitling former UAMs to study
and work, accommodation allowance, and individual guidance to achieve independence at least up to
21 years old.

Prof. Hilde Liden of the Institute for Social
Research presented the research of “The
VULNER project”, focussing on the limitations
of the existing protection mechanisms for
UAMs in Norway. She outlined the
consequences from the different statuses
UAMs can have when they turn 18, and
presented relevant good practices in the
field, including a responsible Child
welfare/refugee team for UAMs until they
reach the age of 20+ and aftercare until the
age of 23.

Ms Hamasa Maksoudi from Stichting Nidos, engaged the participants in interactive activities aiming
to highlight the importance of identifying and acknowledging the needs of youngsters and preparing
them for their transition to adulthood based on an individual and inclusive approach.

Then, the participants had the opportunity to
watch the video “I woke up 18” directed by
Ms Vera lona Papadopoulou. This video
shows six unaccompanied children talking
about their life in their new country, Greece,
and the abrupt changes and difficulties they
face when turning 18.

The second panel discussion focused on
mental health and youth well-being and was
moderated by social worker Ms loanna
Pertsinidou.

First, Prof. Motti-Stefanidi of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens presented her
research on the transition of UAMs to adulthood from a strength and resilience-based perspective.
She addressed the following questions: 1) What are the criteria for judging positive adaptation among
unaccompanied refugee youth into adulthood in the transition to adulthood?; 2) What puts their



successful transition to adulthood at risk?; and 3) What matters for refugee youth’s positive
adaptation? Prof. Motti-Stefanidi concluded that without the serious commitment of settlement and
appropriate health services providing early support to promote mental health, scientific evidence
suggests that a high proportion of UAMs will struggle to integrate in their host communities and are
at risk of educational disadvantage.

Then, Ms Claire Pavlaki of the Special Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors
(SSPUAM) presented the National Strategy for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors in Greece
(2021-2025). The key objectives of the Strategy are: 1) addressing the needs of UAMs for physical and
mental health, 2) mainstreaming mental health and prevention of mental iliness and 3) the capacity
building of mental health professionals.

Ms Draga Sapic, Consortium on Refugees' and Migrants' Mental Health (CoReMH) in Serbia,
highlighted the importance of providing mental health and psychosocial support along the transit
route, including culturally sensitive practices that take into account the beneficiaries’ opinions and
perspectives. She underlined that there is a need for establishing coordination mechanisms at local,
regional, and international levels. Finally, Ms Sapic emphasised the importance of hope and
recommended providing individual or group psychosocial support programmes that focus on
increasing hope.

Ms Marina Georgiadou, European University Cyprus, underlined the importance of establishing daily
habits and routines to prevent boredom and negative thoughts; engaging in culturally meaningful
occupations to create a sense of community and coherence; and empowering youngsters in their
acculturation process towards the hosting community.

Finally, Ms Birgit Koch, Hemayat in Austria, explained how the organisation supports torture and
war survivors through therapy. She presented some of the challenges and needs of UAMs in
(trauma) therapy as well as good practices to address them.

The last panel discussion was dedicated to “Practices on Youth Support” and was moderated by child-
protection specialist, Ms Domniki Georgopoulou from SolidarityNow.

Firstly, Margarita Mondaca, InterACT, Karolinska Institutet Sweden, outlined the issues surrounding
refugees’ health. She presented the InterACT project that seeks to provide psychosocial support for
young refugees. She particularly focussed on an educational toolkit developed by InterACT.

Then, Ms Aleksandra Bobic,
Psychosocial Innovation Serbia, outlined
how research, policy and advocacy work
contributed to improvements of mental
health and psychosocial support services
in Serbia. She emphasised the need 1) to
further strengthen multisectoral
cooperation regarding highly vulnerable
persons, 2) to set up necessary
procedures, and 3) to develop Mental
Health and Psychosocial Support
(MHPSS) programmes oriented towards
supporting and building the capacity of

parents and family members.



Ms Margarita Karavella, Babel — Day Centre for the Mental Health of Migrants and Refugees Greece,
outlined key factors to effectively supporting the mental health of UAMs: identity/ego formation,
independence, positive self-image, functional romantic relationships, and realistic professional goals.

Finally, Ms Eleni Panagiotakopoulou presented the psychological services of the Athens Solidarity
Centre, a programme run by SolidarityNow. She emphasised the need for long-term holistic approach
and highlighted the need to include unaccompanied and young women in the design and
implementation of support programmes.

EVALUATION OF THE WORKSHOP

Overall Satisfaction

Overall, 21 participants completed the evaluation
form. On a scale from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest), the 16
overall satisfaction of participants from the 14
workshop was 4.71.

The average satisfaction for each panel was as
follows: 6

- Access to basic rights and legal support: 4.57/5
- Mental Health and Youth Wellbeing: 4.71/5
- Practices on Youth Support: 4.71/5

Similarly, the venue, catering and information that was provided prior to the workshop received and
overall evaluation of 4.71/5.

The overall satisfaction of panel moderators reached 4.48, with most participants noting that they
would have liked more time for discussion (responses received can be found in the comments section
below).

Finally, some of the key messages from the participants include:

practices and challenges Common practices health intervention
colleagues and their work importance and complexity
good practice face Importance

work

future inspiration
importance of faith

refugee face practices )
Issue prominent issues

different pathways
importance of sharingg lot of inspiration
compliments to the organization

Commitment of the different organisations



A lot of inspiration for future projects and collaborations

Common practices and challenges we face in our work
The importance of faith and hope

That we all work with the same children and in working together and learning from each other we can provide
them a better future.

The importance and complexity of the mental health intervention
The need to raise the issue on the political and practical level - and to improve access to legal support and
rights

Don't give up and the importance of sharing

The most important thing from the workshop that | am taking with me, is the inspiration that | received from
colleagues and their work. Especially their effort to find different pathways toward solutions of most
prominent issues refugee face in everyday life.

UAM reaching adulthood have to sort out too many obstacles to continue living in the host countries.

Seek connection with each other and share good practice with each other. My compliments to the
organisation and thank you.

The excellent presentations and hands-on experience from the professionals working in the field.

CONCLUSIONS
All Key speakers, presenters and participants emphasised the following key messages:

v Transition to adulthood is important topic to be set as a priority at all levels.

v" The exchange of good practices among professionals is a key element to facilitating and promoting
access to the necessary legal and psychosocial support, including basic needs.

v The legal age of adulthood does not necessarily reflect the level of support that youngsters need and
transition to adulthood is a complex phenomenon.

v" Collaboration among stakeholders is a key element of success.

v" Council of Europe member states have the obligation to ensure the fundamental rights of UAMs in
transition to adulthood.



ANNEX |I: AGENDA

ACCESS TO BASIC RIGHTS, LEGAL SUPPORT AND MENTAL
HEALTH: TRANSNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON MIGRANT

CHILDREN'S TRANSITION TO ADULTHOOD

Athens, Greece - 31 January 2023

Organised by SolidarityNow in the framework of the project “Building Futures, Sharing
Good Practices: Migrant Children’s Transition to Adulthood (UACFutures)”

This Transnational Workshop is funded by the European Union’s Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund
and the Council of Europe.

Tuesday, 31 January 2023 | Royal Olympic Hotel (28-34 Athanasiou Diakou Str., Athens)

09:00 - 09:30

09:30-10:00

10:00-11:30

11:30-11:45

11:45-12:30

12:30-14:00

Registration & coffee
Welcome & Introduction

Stelios Zavvos, Chairman of the Board of Directors, SolidarityNow
Lilja Gretarsdottir, Head of the Cooperation Programmes Division,
DGl, Council of Europe

Panel Discussion: Access to Basic Rights & Legal Support

Laetitia van der Vennet, Platform for International Cooperation on
Undocumented Migrants (PICUM)

Adolfo Somarribas, European Migration Network

Monika Ekstrém, Policy Officer, European Commission

Dora Tsovili, Child Protection Unit, United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Greece

Prof. Hilde Liden, Institute for Social Research “The VULNER
project”, (NORWAY)

Hamasa Maksoudi, Nidos, (NETHERLANDS)

moderated by Marina Kanta, SolidarityNow
Coffee Break

“l woke up 18”
Video presentation & discussion
Lunch Break



14:00 - 15:30 Panel Discussion: Mental Health and Youth Well Being

Prof. Motti-Stefanidi, National and Kapodistrian University of
Athens, (GREECE)

Claire Pavlaki, Special Secretariat for the Protection of
Unaccompanied Minors, (GREECE)

Draga Sapic, Consortium on Refugees' and Migrants' Mental Health

(CoReMH) (SERBIA)
Marina Georgiadou, European University Cyprus (CYPRUS)
Birgit Koch, Hemayat (AUSTRIA)
moderated by loanna Pertsinidou, Medecins sans Frontieres, Greece

15:30 - 15:45 Coffee Break

16:15-17:00 Panel discussion: Practices on Youth Support
Margarita Mondaca, InteACT, Karolinska Institutet (SWEDEN)
Aleksandra Bobic, Psychosocial Innovation (PIN) (SERBIA)
Margarita Karavella, Babel (GREECE)

Eleni Panagiotakopoulou, SolidarityNow (GREECE)

moderated by Domniki Georgopoulou, SolidarityNow



ANNEX Il: COMMON PRESS RELEASE FOR THE TRANSNATIONAL
WORKSHOPS OCCURRED AT 30™" -315T JANUARY (GREEK)

Adrva, 1 ®eBpouvapiou 2023

AEATIO TYNOY

«Xtifovrag to péAov, AvtaAddooovtag KaAEG TPAKTIKEG: YIootnpi{ovtag Toug acuvaSsutoug
QAVAALKOUG 0TN HETABAON TOUG OTNV EVNALKiwon»

OAdokAnpwinkayv e emtuyio ta Alakpatikd Epyaotipla yia tnv ouolaotikr BeAtiwon tou
nAatoilov unootrpléng Twv aoUuVOSEUTWVY MaLSLWVY MoU EVNALKLWVOVTAL

AVo Alakpatikd Epyaotrpla uAonotiOnkav otig 30 ko 31 lavouvapiov, otnv ABAvVA, TO TPWTO Ao
v EWdkn Mpappateia NMpootaciog Acuvodsutwv Avnlikwv Tou Yroupysiov Metavdotsuong Kat
AcUMAovu, péow TG Movadag Evtagng kot Ymootipleng kat to deltepo amd to SolidarityNow,
€Talpoug TOU TpOoypAUpaTOg  «Xtilovtag TO pEANOV, AvtaAAGooovTaG KOAEG TIPOKTLKEG:
Yrniootnpilovtog toug aocuvodeutoug avriAkoug otn petapoaocr toug otnv evnAikiwon/Building
Futures, Sharing good practices: Migrant Children’s Transition to Adulthood (UACFutures)».

Ta epyaotipla Tipnoav HE TNV Topoucio Toug eKmpocwmol tou ZupBouldiov tng Eupwrmng,
ocuuneplappavouévou tou K. Xprotou lakoupomoulou emikepalic tng levikng AevBuvong
Akalwpdtwy tou AvBpwrou Kat tou Kpdtog Atkaiou tou ZupPBouliou Tng Eupwning, tng Eupwmnaikng
Enmttponiig, Tou AKadSnUaikoU Xwpeou, KaBwe Kal EKMPOCWTIOL SLEBVWV Kal TOTKwV GOopPEWV TTOU
Spactnplomolovvtal evepyd o Bépata avOpwrivwy SIKALWUATWY Kal MalSLKAS mpootaciog.

Ta epyaotrpla evioxuoav Tn yoviun avtoaAlayn anmoPewv Kol KOAWV TPAKTIKWY, HE OKOTMO ThV
mpowobnon HaKpompoBeoUWY BEATIWOEWVY OTNV TTOLOTNTA TNG OTHPLENG TWV ACUVOSEUTWY avnAikwy
Kata tn petafaocn toug otnv evnAkiwon oe supwmnaikd eminedo, péoa Amo TG EUMELPIEG KL T
napadeiyparta tng EAAAdag, lortaviag, OANAavdiag, ZepBiag, Kumpou, Italiag, Zoundiag, NopBnyiag,
Auotpiag kot AouvEeppoupyou.

Katd tn Sldpkela twv egpyaotnpiwv culntndnkov Baolkég BeuatTikég mou mepAappavouv v
EMOYYEALATIKN KATAPTION Kol €vtaén otnv gpyaocia, tnv Stacpaliion OeHeAlwSWY SIKALWUATWVY
KaBwe Kot YEVIKOTEpA {nTApata PUXIKAG VYELOG TWV aouVOSEUTWY avnAlkwy TIOU EVNALKLWVOVTOL.
M emumAéov Bepotiky adlepwbdnke otov Beopod tng Emitpomneiag amd tnv Movada Oeopikng
Mpootaociog tng EMAA. Ztnv Bepatikn autr €ywve mapoucioon and EKMPOCWNO Tou Opyaviopol
OegpeAlwdwv Akouwpdtwv g EvpwrnaikigEvwong (FRA) oxetikd pe Tig e€eAifelg TV oUOTNUATWY
eTUTPONElOG OTIC XWPEG TNG EE amd to 2014. Ekmpoowmol amd Tov €TAipo TOU TPOYPAULOTOC
Stitching NIDOS OA\awvbiag mapouciaoav To cUOTNUA EMTPOMELOG KAl aAVadOXAG oTNV XWEa TOUG.

OL oulntnoelg avédeltav tn onuacio avaAnng nepLocOTEPWY MPWTOROVALWY yia TN dpovtida Twv
TALSLWV TIOU EVNALKLWVOVTAL O €UPWTAIKO £60¢0o¢ KOl TNV avAyKn EMEKTAONG TOU TAdLciou
TPOOTACILAG LETA TO OPOONHO TWV 18 ETWV, TTPOKELLEVOU Va YIVEL OMAAOTEPN N HETABOON OTNV
enoyyeApatikn {wr Ko tTnv autovoun diafiwon.

1o mAaiowo tng ekdnAwong, o Ewdkog Mpappatéag Mpootaciog Acuvodsutwv AvnAikwv, Kog
HpakAng Mookwdg, Katd tnv olAia TOU UTIOYPAULOE OTL KATTOTEAEL UYLOTN MPOTEPALOTNTA VLo LG,
va Slao@alAlotel n OUVEXLON TNG UMOOTHPLENG, TWV UMNPECLWV Kol TwWV SIKAWUATWY Ylo Ta
aouvobevta natdia mou uetabBaivouv otnv evnAikiwon. Ouwg, TO IO ONUAVTIKO Eival va
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Snuioupyndouv euKaIpiec, oTNV EKMAIOEUTN Kol THV AYOpPd EPYATING, TTPOKEIUEVOU Ol ACUVOSEUTOL
avnAikotL w¢ veot eVRAIKES va amoAauBavouv LodTiua Ta SIKALWUAT TOUGH.

H ErmukedaAng tng AievBuvong Mpoypappdtwy Zuvepyaciag tov ZupBouliou tn¢ Eupwnng, Ka Lilja
Grétarsdottir tovioe OtL «ue Bdon Ti¢ SLeVVEIC Kol EUPWTTAIKEC CUVINKEC OUYKEKPLUEVA TEUEALWON
Sikauwpara ouvdéovral Ue to Sikalwua otn {wi Kat TNV aélOMPENELX KAL TIPETTEL VoL Ta armtoAauBavouv
0Aot ot avBpwmot mou Bpiokovtatl otn Sikatodooia Twv KpaTwV-UEAWVY Tou ZuuBouliou ¢ Evupwnng
aveaptnTwe EGVIKOTNTAG KAL VOULKOU KABETTWTOCY.

O Npo6edpog tou Alokntikol ZupBouliou tou SolidarityNow, koG ZtéAlog ZaBBaog avédepe petall
ANwv: «MéxpL anuepa, €Youue UTOOTNPIEEL UE UMNPECIEG OTEYAONG, TPOOTACIAC Kol VOULKAG
EKTIPOOWTNONG MEPLOTOTEPX ato 800 aouvoSeuTa madLA Kol E(UAOTE MAPOVTEG yLa va ouuBaAlouue
TNV MopoxN TWV QmapaiTNTWV UNNPECLWY KAl £QOoSiwV oTa matdld ToU EVNAIKLWVOVTAL OTN XWX
uag, aykaAladovrog o OVELPO TOUC YLa Ul KXAUTEPN {wn otnv Eupwrn».

*To npoypauua cuvtoviletat arto 1o SuuBoUAlo tn¢ Euvpwnne kat neptAauBavel mévre (5)
etaipouc (Eldikn Mpauuarteia Mpootaociog Acuvodeutwy Avniikwy, SolidarityNow, Fundacion Cepaim
(Spain), Stitching NIDOS (Netherlands) kot ypnuoatodotsitatr amo to Evpwnaiko Tausio AcuAou,
Metavaotevong kat Evtaénc kat to ZupuBoUAlo tne Eupwrng.

To mepleyousvo tou SeATiou TUMOU QVTIKATOMTPIZEL UOVO TIC QMOWELG TOU/TNG OUYYPAPEN Kal
amntotelei amokAgtiotikr evdovn tou/tn¢. H Eupwrnaikn Enttporntr kat to SupuBoUAio tn¢ Evpwnng Sev
PEPOULV Kaula euBUVN yLa TN XpHon TwV TANPOPOPLWVY TTOU TEPLEXOVTAL OE QUTO.
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COMMON PRESS RELEASE FOR THE TRANSNATIONAL
WORKSHOPS OCCURRED AT 30TH -31ST JANUARY(ENGLISH)

“Building Futures, Sharing Good Practices: Migrant Children’s Transition to Adulthood”

The Transnational Workshops for the Unaccompanied Minors by SolidarityNow & The Special
Secretariat for the Protection of the Unaccompanied Minors are completed

Two Transnational Workshops were implemented on January 30 and 31, in Athens, the first by the
Special Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors (SSPUAM) of the Ministry of
Migration and Asylum, through the Integration and Support Unit, and the second by SolidarityNow,
partners of the project “Building Futures, Sharing good practices: Migrant Children’s Transition to
Adulthood (UACFutures)”.

The workshops were honored with the presence of representatives of the Council of Europe,
including Mr. Christos Giakoumopoulos, Director General of Human Rights and Rule of Law of the
Council of Europe, the European Commission, the academic field, as well as representatives of
international and local organizations that are active in human rights and child protection issues.

The workshops strengthened the fruitful exchange of views and good practices, to promote long-term
improvements in the quality of support of unaccompanied minors during their transition to adulthood
at the European level, through the experiences and examples of Greece, Spain, the Netherlands,
Serbia, Cyprus, Italy, Sweden, Norway, Austria, and Luxembourg.

During the workshops, key topics included vocational training and access to labor, the safeguarding of
fundamental rights as well as general mental health issues of the unaccompanied children who turn
18. An additional topic was dedicated to the Institution of the Commission by the Institutional
Protection Unit of the SSPUAM. A representative of the European Union’s Fundamental Rights
Agency (FRA) made a presentation on this topic focusing on the developments of guardianship
systems in EU countries since 2014. Representatives of the partner organization Stitching NIDOS from
the Netherlands presented the guardianship and foster care system in their country.

Discussions highlighted the importance of taking more initiatives for the care of children coming of
age in Europe and the need to extend the protection framework after the 18-year-old milestone to
make the transition to working life and independent living, smoother.

In the context of the event, the Special Secretary for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors, Mr.
Heracles Moskoff, in his speech underlined “It is a top priority for us to ensure the continuation of
support, services, and rights for unaccompanied children entering adulthood. But the most important
thing is to create opportunities in education and the labor market, so that unaccompanied minors as
young adults enjoy their rights equally.”

The Deputy Head of Division and Secretary to the Council of Europe, Mrs. Lilja Grétarsdottir stressed
that “Based on international and European treaties specific fundamental rights are linked to the right
to life and dignity and should be enjoyed by all people who are under the jurisdiction of the Member
States of the Council of Europe, irrespective of nationality and legal status.”
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The Chairman of the Board of Directors of SolidarityNow, Mr. Stelios Zavvos stated among
others: “To date, we have supported with housing, protection, and legal services more than 800
unaccompanied children and we are present to contribute to the provision of the necessary services
and supplies to children who grow up in our country, embracing their dream of a better life in Europe”.

*The project is coordinated by the Council of Europe and includes five partners, (Convive —
Fundacion Cepaim), the Netherlands (NIDOS, the national guardianship institution), the Special
Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors and SolidarityNow in Greece, and it is funded
by the European Union’s Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund and the Council of Europe.

This press release was funded by the European Union’s Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund
(AMIF) and the Council of Europe.

The content of this press release represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole
responsibility. The European Commission and the Council of Europe do not accept any responsibility
for the use that may be made of the information it contains.
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ANNEX Ill: DISSEMINATION OF THE PRESS RELEASE & PHOTOS

Presentations Recordings

All presentations from the 3 different panel discussions have been uploaded to the Bodossaki
Lectures on Demand Platform.

https://www.blod.gr/events/migrant-children-transition-to-adulthood/

The press release in Greek and English can be found at the following link:

https://www.solidaritynow.org/en/%ce%b4%ce%b5%ce %bb%cf%84%ce %b9%ce %bf-%cf%84%cf%85
%cf%80%ce%bf%cf%85/

Mass media news sites

The press release disseminated after the completion of the 2-day workshops can be found
here: https://bit.ly/3Ygzvsg. “Improving the support framework for unaccompanied
children coming of age.” | csrindex.gr.
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Panel Discussion: Access to Basic Rights & Legal Support

g
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v Atokpomikwov Epyaatnpiwy otig 30 & 31/1 yia
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