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The March 2015 issue looks at: 
 
(1) The big picture: main developments 
(2) Youth Department update 
(3) Council of Europe 
(4) Other news 
(5) Publications  
 
(1) The big picture 
 
 

 
 
At their 1219th meeting (11-12 February 2015) the Ministers’ Deputies 
decided to extend the No Hate Speech Campaign which was scheduled to 
end in March 2015. The exact modalities of this extension are yet to be 
decided. 
 
A new survey about young people and hate speech on line is now 
available.  The survey is available in 24 languages. You are encouraged to 
give your opinion.  Deadline 22 March 2015. 
 
The NHSM Petition to make 22 July European Day for Victims of Hate 
Crime has now been signed by nearly 4000 persons.  The CM will 
consider this proposal at one of its forthcoming meetings.  We encourage 
more signatures in order to support this Recommendation - the more 
people sign, the better the chances of succeeding in obtaining the 
declaration by the CM. Have you invited your colleagues to sign it? 
 

*** 
Forthcoming European Action Days/Weeks are: 
 
21-28 March – Anti Racism and Discrimination 
 

http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/survey
http://blog.nohatespeechmovement.org/petition/
http://blog.nohatespeechmovement.org/european-action-week-against-racism-and-discrimination/


*** 
Country action: 
 
The French government is looking into ways of adopting measures to 
combat online racism, anti-Semitism and other hate speech that would 
allow authorities to shut down offending websites amid a recent rise in 
hate crimes in the country. 
 
Cluj-Napoca in Romania is currently European Youth Capital. The 
SHARE Cluj-Napoca Federation which is implementing the project of 
the European Youth Capital (2015) has joined the No Hate Speech 
Movement as a new partner.  
 
The Serbia National Committee for Combating Hate Speech Online has 
discussed its 2015 action which includes online and offline components.  
It decided to make contact with advertising agencies to define the visual 
identity of the national campaign and formulating appropriate messages 
to different audiences. 
 
In the UK, a new campaign was launched to raise awareness of hate 
crime towards people with hidden disabilities. This campaign involved 
engaging with people with hidden disabilities and finding out about their 
experiences. They then work with a designer to create the campaign they 
are going to display in public places such as buses and supermarkets.  
 

*** 
 

National campaign coordinators/activists are urged to use the reporting 
tool to document their work and keep the secretariat in Strasbourg 
informed.   
 
The state of play of the national campaign committees can be found and 
checked on the website and on the new map of national campaign 
coordinators.  
 
A campaign newsletter is produced monthly.  Please send your 
contributions to: youth.nohatespeech@coe.int. You can also subscribe to 
the newsletter by joining the movement or clicking “sign up to our 
newsletter” in www.nohatespeechmovement.org.  
 
Say it with a balloon: Real red heart-shaped No Hate Balloons are 
available. Ideal for public events (especially with children!) – order them 
now!. Other campaign material – videos, templates for posters and the 

http://www.france24.com/en/20150224-france-online-hate-speech-internet-anti-semitic-racism-legal-reforms-taubira/#./?&_suid=14248542113630512032937448975
http://www.cluj2015.eu/
http://www.nemrznji.rs/
http://nohate.ext.coe.int/Reporting-Activities/No-Hate-Speech-Movement-Activities
http://nohate.ext.coe.int/Reporting-Activities/No-Hate-Speech-Movement-Activities
http://nohate.ext.coe.int/National-Campaigns/State-of-play
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/
mailto:youth.nohatespeech@coe.int
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/


brochure presentation can be downloaded from 
www.coe.int/youthcampaign.   Also:  Detailed brochure;  Flyer;  Poster. 
 
Have you joined the official online Campaign? Please check out the site. 
You are also encouraged to “like” our campaign on Facebook (we now 
have nearly 19,000 “likes”) and to follow the campaign on Twitter 
[#nohatespeech] where our followers have once again increased to over 
14,700.  
 
Hate speech, as defined by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe, covers all forms of expression which spread, incite, promote or 
justify racial hatred, xenophobia, antisemitism or other forms of hatred 
based on intolerance, including: intolerance expressed by aggressive 
nationalism and ethnocentrism, discrimination and hostility against 
minorities, migrants and people of immigrant origin. For the purpose 
of the campaign, other forms of discrimination and prejudice, such as 
anti-gypsyism, christianophobia, islamophobia, misogyny, sexism and 
discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity 
fall clearly within the scope of hate speech. 
 
 
 
For up-to-date CoE action please check the CoE website and 
the CoE Journal. 

A preparatory meeting on the 2nd European Youth Work Convention was 
held in Brussels on 17-19 February.  The Convention will be held in 
Belgium on 27-30 April within the Belgian Chairmanship of the 
Committee of Ministers.  Organised by the three Communities of 
Belgium as part of their priorities, the Convention will focus on the 
development and renewal of youth work. 

At their 1219th meeting (11-12 February 2015) the Ministers’ Deputies 
endorsed the Secretary General’s proposals for Immediate Action by the 
CoE to combat extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism 
SG/Inf(2015)4 rev.  The proposals include:  
 
a) A Conference on 8 May in Brussels in co-operation with the Belgian 
Chairmanship entitled “Tolerance Trumps Hate” with the participation 
of Internet companies, other international organisations, civil society, 
young NHSM activists. The aim of the Conference will be to identify 
concrete steps to fight against hate speech online as well as for its 
prevention, building upon the experience and best practices gained from 
the “No Hate Speech Campaign”. To help strike the right balance 

http://www.coe.int/youthcampaign
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Resources/PR_material/2013_NHS_brochure_June_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Resources/PR_material/2013_NHS_Flyer_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Resources/PR_material/2013_NHS_Poster_en.pdf
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/nohatespeech
https://twitter.com/search?q=nohatespeech&src=typd
http://hub.coe.int/en/web/coe-portal/press/newsroom?p_p_id=newsroom&tabs=newsroom-allnews
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMD_RYvUcCYl7ZduGbbBJ3pB4-hK1RHoj
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CM/Inf(2014)26&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=SG/Inf(2015)4&Ver=rev&Language=lanEnglish&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/belgianchairmanship/
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/belgianchairmanship/
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/


between freedom of expression and the fight against hate speech, the 
Conference will look into the case-law of the European Court of Human 
Rights on freedom of expression and its limits as set out in Article 10 of 
the European Convention on Human Rights. The Additional Protocol to 
the Convention on Cybercrime concerning the criminalisation of acts of a 
racist and xenophobic nature committed through computer systems will 
also be discussed, as a tool to fight hate speech online. The Conference 
will explore how best to make sustainable the Council of Europe’s action 
to fight hate speech.  This Conference will be complementary to the 
Council of Europe Conference to be held in Strasbourg on 13-14 October 
2015 on “Freedom of Expression is STILL the issue”. Organised as a 
follow-up to the Thematic Debate on “Ensuring freedom of expression 
on the Internet”, this Conference will focus on 3 key elements: freedom 
of expression as a fundamental value of democracy; challenges to 
freedom of expression posed by the Internet and possible answers; the 
role of the European Convention on Human Rights and the case-law of 
Strasbourg Court in the European legal landscape. Debates will focus on: 
the rules of the democratic game when there is conflict between 
fundamental rights; the context of increased social sensitivities; how to 
integrate Internet into the existing sphere of protection for freedom of 
expression. The Conference should mark an important milestone in the 
roadmap towards establishing a coherent regime to protect all public 
spaces for democratic debate. 
 
b) Extending the “No Hate Speech Campaign” which was originally 
scheduled to end in March 2015. Moreover, the ECRI will prepare its 
General Policy Recommendation on Combating Hate Speech, which will 
provide guidelines for States when drawing up national strategies and 
policies, as well as a basis for a revitalised campaign.  
 
During the 1st part-session of the PACE, the Sub-Committee on 
Education, Youth and Sport meeting on 28 January 2015, elected Mr 
Christian Barilaro Chairperson and re-elected Mr Michael Connarty 
Vice-chairperson.  Following a welcome address by PACE President 
Anne Brasseur, the Committee held an exchange of views on “Young 
people as a key to conflict resolution and peace-building in Europe”. The 
Sub-Committee proposed that the Committee on Culture, Science, 
Education and Media table a motion for a report on “Young people as a 
key to conflict resolution and peace-building in Europe”.  The sub-
Committee will meet again during the 2nd part-session in Strasbourg, 20-
24 April. 
 

https://book.coe.int/eur/en/human-rights-and-democracy/5810-freedom-of-expression-and-the-internet.html
https://book.coe.int/eur/en/human-rights-and-democracy/5810-freedom-of-expression-and-the-internet.html
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/default_en.asp
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-DocDetails-EN.asp?fileid=21143&lang=EN&search=KjoqfHR5cGVfc3RyX2VuOkFnZW5kYQ==
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/AssemblyList/AL-XML2HTML-EN.asp?lang=en&XmlID=SubCommittee-E2
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/AssemblyList/AL-XML2HTML-EN.asp?lang=en&XmlID=SubCommittee-E2


At its meeting on 7 March, the PACE Committee on Legal Affairs and 
Human Rights will debate the report ‘European institutions and human 
rights in Europe’ by Michael McNamara. The report criticizes the effect 
of austerity on people’s economic and social rights. 

The 28th session of the Congress will be held in Strasbourg on 24-26 
March and will include a presentation of the No Hate Speech Campaign.  
The theme for the March and October sessions in 2015 is "Local 
responses to human rights challenges – migration, discrimination, social 
inclusion".   Following a proposal made at the 37th session last October, 
the 28th Session will include youth representatives in its delegations.  
The Advisory Council on Youth will be represented by Christian 
Scharling.  The Congress is preparing a report on new forms of youth 
participation and how local and regional authorities can ensure a 
meaningful participation of young people. The CMJ, whose priorities for 
2016-17 will also focus on participation at the local and regional level, 
should cooperate on the Congress report to implement further the 
Revised European Charter on the participation of young people in local 
and regional life and the Charter of Self Government. 

 (2) Youth Department update 
 
 
Call for youth representatives to sit on the Council of Europe’s 
Advisory Council on Youth (2016-2017).  The terms of reference of 
the Advisory Council on Youth foresee a new mandate every two years.  
The AC is made up of:  7 representatives of national youth councils 
properly constituted in the member States of the Council of Europe 
designated by the Committee of Ministers on the proposal of the 
European Youth Forum; 13 representatives of international non-
governmental youth organisations (INGYOs) designated by the 
Committee of Ministers on the proposal of the European Youth Forum; 
10 representatives of non-governmental youth organisations or 
networks, not members of the European Youth Forum. 
 
The European Youth Forum has already published its call for candidates 
(deadline – 15 March 2015) and will proceed to elect 20 representatives 
in April to propose to the Committee of Ministers.  
 
The Council of Europe is publishing its call in March for 10 
representatives of youth organisations or networks not members of the 
European Youth Forum (deadline 30 April). 
 
 

http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=21566&lang=en
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=21566&lang=en
http://www.coe.int/t/congress/Sessions/28/default_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Coe_youth/Participation/COE_charter_participation_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Coe_youth/Participation/COE_charter_participation_en.pdf
http://conventions.coe.int/treaty/en/treaties/html/122.htm
http://www.youthforum.org/
http://intranet.youthforum.org/sites/default/files/040-15_Call_for_AC_members_2016-2017.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Coe_youth/Advisory%20Council/Advisory_Council_on_Youth.asp


A new video explaining the co-management system as it is applied in the 
CoE youth sector, is now available. 
 
The CoE statutory organs dealing with youth questions (CDEJ, CCJ and 
CMJ) will meet in Budapest on 13-15 April 2015. The CCJ members have 
been invited to a preparatory meeting by the European Youth Forum on 
12 April.   The proposals of the drafting group on a draft 
recommendation on young people’s access to rights (following the 
meeting in Strasbourg on 29-30 January) will be taken up in the CMJ.   
 
The Serbian youth policy review was presented at a national hearing on 6 
February in Belgrade opened by the Minister for Youth and Sports.  
Representatives of youth organisations, networks, schools, who had 
contributed to the review, participated in the hearing.  A final version 
will be presented to the CMJ at its meeting in Budapest in April 2015.  
The new Serbian National Youth Strategy will take account of the 
findings of the CoE review.   
 
In response to the request from Finland for CoE assistance in the 
renewal process of the Finnish Youth Act, a small team including Prof. 
Howard Williamson, Jan Vanhee (CDEJ) and Gian Piero Milani (CCJ) 
will visit Helsinki on 3-4 March.  Albania has requested the CoE’s 
assistance to establish its new national Action Plan for Youth.  An expert 
team will be visiting Romania to carry out a second phase review in 2015. 
Other member states wishing to benefit from the CoE youth policy 
reviews over the next few years are invited to come forward. 
 
Euro-Arab youth cooperation has received a new impetus with the 
adoption of a new strategy by the Joint Council on Youth. The 5th Euro-
Arab Youth Forum will be held in Strasbourg from 19 to 22 May.  The 
Forum will focus on reinforced cooperation between youth organisations 
in states of the Arab League and the Council of Europe in intercultural 
dialogue and youth participation.  This will be the first time that the 
Euro-Arab Youth Forum will be hosted by the Council of Europe and it 
should provide an opportunity to re-establish cooperation with the 
League of Arab States and connect the Forum with other relevant CoE 
initiatives in the South. A preparatory meeting will be held in Strasbourg 
on 16 and 17 March, with the participation of the Joint Council members 
of the working group on Euro-Arab cooperation and a delegation of the 
League of Arab States. 
 
Within the Council of Europe’s Quality Label for youth centres the 6th 
European Platform Meeting for Youth Centres will be hosted on 12-15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnsAzXKU1a4
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/eycb/Programme/QualityLabel_en.asp


May 2015 by Ecocenter “Radulovacki” in Sremski Karlovci, Serbia.  The 
European Platform of Youth Centres is organised annually and is a 
platform for exchange and knowledge sharing amongst centres 
recognised with the Quality Label and those aspiring to its acquisition.   
[Presentation / Application Form  / Deadline: 20 March].   
 
The European Youth Foundation (EYF) invites applications for activities 
in 2016.  The priorities for 2016-2017, as defined by the CMJ, should be 
referred to for international activities and work plans.     Deadlines for 
submitting applications: 1 April and 1 October 2015.  In 2015, 
the EYF will pay particular attention to pilot activities dealing with the 
following themes: 1) Strengthening civil society, with a special focus on 
Ukraine; 2) Fighting extremism and hate speech online; 3) Participation 
and integration of migrants and young refugees in society.  Special 
attention will be given to pilot activities integrating a gender perspective 
(bearing in mind the Council of Europe strategy for Gender Equality 
2014-2017). 

On 18-20 February, the (EYF) organised a “(Re)generation seminar” for 
28 representatives of local or national youth NGOs at the EYC in 
Strasbourg to acquaint them with EYF’s new operational regulations and 
new tools, mainly for pilot activities. 

A Symposium on “Mobility in the Mind: creating new routes to 
employment” organised by the CoE Partial Agreement on Youth Mobility 
through the Youth Card and EYCA and will be held in Lisbon on 18-20 
March. Its aim is to understand ways to support young people in 
generating work for themselves in Europe in specific sectors of the 
economy (green initiatives; environmental conservation; sustainable 
construction, tourism and hospitality; communications/digital 
technology; cultural industries; social enterprise) and to identify and 
create youth card-related opportunities in these sectors. Around 50 
participants are expected.   

Activities held in February included: 

- Study Session: Intercultural Learning with Migrants & Minorities – 
exchange organisations exploring a new dimension - in cooperation with 
the European Federation for Intercultural Learning (EFIL) 

(EYCB, 9 - 14 February) 
- Study Session: Peace Work Institute Reunion - in cooperation with the 
European Alliance of YMCAs (YMCA Europe) (EYCB, 9 - 13 February) 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/eycb/Source/calls/Call_for_Participants_6th_European_Platform_of_Youth_Centres.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/eycb/Source/calls/Application_form_6th_EPYC_12-15_May_2015.doc
http://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8n3b88agcrurh51/Youth%20sector%20priorities%202016_2017_EYF.pdf?dl=0
http://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation
http://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation/home/-/asset_publisher/1HFcQgqhfuet/content/eyf-seminar-call-for-participants?inheritRedirect=true
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/partners/youth_card_EN.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/partners/youth_card_EN.asp
https://www.eyca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.847726251951378.1073741917.130504657006878&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.847650988625571.1073741916.130504657006878&type=1


- Study Session:  A Preventive Approach in Human Rights Education - in 
cooperation with the Don Bosco Youth-Net ivzw (DBYN) (EYCS, 16 - 19 
February) 
- Study Session: “’Digital Natives’ Advocating for Human Rights” - in 
cooperation with the European Coordination JECI-MIEC (International 
Young Catholic Students – International Movement of Catholic 
Students) (EYCB, 23 - 28 February) 
- Study Session: Deport xenophobia from European classrooms! - in 
cooperation with the Organising Bureau of European School Student 
Unions (OBESSU) (EYCB, 23 - 28 February) 
 
Forthcoming activities: 
- Study Session Advocacy – building capacity to advocate for and with 
homeless youth and make better policy - in cooperation with the Youth 
Homelessness Network (FEANTSA) (EYCS, 9 - 13 March) 
- Study Visit of the European institutions in Cooperation with the 
Eastern Partnership Youth Regional Unit (EYCS, 29 - 31 March) 
- An evaluation and preparatory meeting on cooperation between the 
CoE and Ukraine in the field of youth policy will be held with the 
Minsitry of Youth and Sport in in Kyiv on 4 March.  Juozas Meldziukas 
(CDEJ) and Emanuel Alfranseder (CCJ) will be attending. 
 
The following preparatory meetings will be held in March: 
16-17 March:  5th Euro-Arab Youth Forum (in cooperation with the 
European Youth Forum and the League of Arab States)  
23-24 March:  Training of Trainers for Youth in the Council of Europe 
(TRAYCE)  
26-27 March:  Study Session Bordering on the Possible – Migration, 
Policy-making and Youth - in cooperation with the Cooperation and 
Development Network Eastern Europe AISB (CDN) 
28-29 March: Youth Dialogue Camp (Kaluga) 
 
Calls and deadlines: 
 
- Deadline:  10 March 
The Youth Department has launched a call for participants for a long-
term training of trainers in non-formal education with young people 
(TRAYCE). [Information / Application] 
 
- Deadline 16 March 
The Youth Department is looking for participants for a training 
workshop on combating antigypsyism through education, to be held in 
Strasbourg, 19 – 24 April 2015. [Information /  Application]  

http://www.donboscoyouth.net/
http://www.jeci-miec.eu/
http://www.obessu.org/
http://www.feantsa.org/
http://eapyouth.eu/
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/News&Calls/2015_TRAYCE_Call_for_participants.pdf
http://youthapplications.coe.int/Application-forms/TRAYCE-Training-of-Trainers-for-Youth-in-the-Council-of-Europe
http://youthapplications.coe.int/content/download/135423/1338308/file/Call%20for%20participants%20training%20workshop%20combating%20antigypsyism.pdf
http://youthapplications.coe.int/Application-forms/Training-workshop-on-combating-antigypsyism-through-education


 
EU-CoE youth partnership 
The mapping of barriers to social inclusion of young people in vulnerable 
situations will be finalised and the dissemination and follow-up activities 
prepared.  
 
Staff 
Heartfelt thanks to Bénédicte Stevenin who did a great job bridging over 
yet another gap in assistance to the Head of the Youth Department and 
to the Advisory Council on Youth over the past two months.  A warm 
welcome to Valérie Schaeffer who replaced Bénédicte as from 2 March.   
 
 
(3) Council of Europe 
 
The 4th Quarterly Activity Report 2014 by Nils Muižnieks, Commissioner 
for Human Rights, is now available. The report mentions the 
Commissioner’s caution against the risk of stigmatisation of entire 
categories of persons, including foreigners, ethnic minorities and young 
people, in the aftermath of episodes of urban violence.  The report also 
mentions the Commissioner’s address on 4 November 2014 to the World 
Form for Democracy workshop on “No to Neo-Nazis, No to Hate 
Speech”. The Commissioner expressed his support for the 
recommendations included in the PACE Resolution 2011 (2014) on 
“Counteraction to manifestations of neo-Nazism and right-wing 
extremism”, which urges states notably to promote and support specific 
civil society initiatives and projects designed to prevent or combat neo-
Nazism or other forms of racism, hatred and antisemitism, in the local 
arena and everyday life, including online.   
 
Croatia joined the CoE enlarged Partial Agreement – European Centre 
for Global Interdependence and Solidarity (“The North South Centre”) 
with effect from 18 February 2015. Croatia cited as its goal for accession, 
“to enhance the existing cooperation within the CoE, particularly in 
issues relating to promotion of intercultural dialogue and policies of 
solidarity between regions”.   The North South Centre has launched a call 
for nominations for the North-South Prize for 2015. The North-South 
Prize has been awarded every year since 1995 to two candidates who 
have stood out for their exceptional commitment to promoting North-
South solidarity. The deadline is 10 July 2015. 
 
The report of the 3rd Global Education and Youth Training of Trainers, 
which took place during the 15th University on Youth and Development 

http://youth-partnership-eu.coe.int/youth-partnership/index.html
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CommDH(2015)3&Language=lanEnglish
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=21219&lang=en
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/News/2014/Call_NSP2015_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/News/2014/Call_NSP2015_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/News/2014/Call_NSP2015_en.asp
http://www.nscglobaleducation.org/images/Resource_center/2014_GEYToT.pdf
http://uyd.me/


(Mollina, Spain, 21- 28 September 2014) is now available. The training 
was organised by the North-South Centre and the Network of 
Universities on Youth and Global Citizenship, under the framework of 
the Joint Management Agreement between the European Commission – 
EuropeAid Co-operation Office and the North-South Centre of the 
Council of Europe. 
 
Anna Rurka, Vice-President of the European Committee for Home-based 
Priority Action for the Child and the Family, was elected President of the 
Conference of INGOs on 29 January for a term of office of 3 years. Anna 
Rurka has been an active member of the Conference of INGOs since 
2005 in particular for questions related to children and family and is the 
representative of the Conference of INGOs on the Committee of the 
Parties to the Lanzarote Convention. [Speech presenting her candidacy 
for the post of President]   Along with of Amnesty International, Open 
Society Justice Initiative and the Human Rights House Foundation Anna 
Rurka participated in an exchange of views with the Ministers’ Deputies’ 
Rapporteur Group on Democracy on Tuesday 17 February. The exchange 
of views was a follow-up to the Ministers’ Deputies thematic debate in 
2014 and provided an opportunity for the NGO representatives to put 
forward their ideas and their expectations with regard to improving 
interaction between NGOs and the Council of Europe. 
 
(4) Other news 
 
Within the framework of the Latvian presidency of the Council of the EU 
, some 240 young people, youth workers and educators and 
representatives of governmental institutions, entrepreneurs, researchers 
and other experts worked together on 11 February at the 2nd Eastern 
Partnership Youth Forum in Riga. The forum aimed to develop 
innovative solutions for reducing youth unemployment by boosting 
cross-sectoral cooperation at a local, national and international level. 
 
Also within the Latvian Presidency on 23-26 March about 260 young 
people and policy-makers will come together in Riga at the EU Youth 
Conference to address empowerment for political participation in EU 
member states.  Joint recommendations drawn up after the conference 
will be brought to attention of the EU Youth Ministers at the Education, 
Youth, Culture and Sport Council on 18 May 2015. Political participation 
is one of the Latvian Presidency’s priorities in the field of youth.  

On 10 February, MEPs debated the latest plan to make €1 billion in the 
Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) funding available in 2015. A majority 

http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Source/CV_Anna_Rurka_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/default_EN.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/CONF_PRES_SPEECH_2015_01_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/CONF_PRES_SPEECH_2015_01_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Source/GRDEM_Amnesty_International_intervention.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/GRDEM_Open_Society_Justice_intervention.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/GRDEM_Open_Society_Justice_intervention.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/GRDEM_HRHF_intervention.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/default_EN.asp
http://www.es2015.lv/en/
https://eu2015.lv/news/media-releases/567-eastern-partnership-youth-forum-starts-in-riga
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https://eu2015.lv/news/media-releases/683-eu-youth-conference-to-address-empowerment-for-political-participation
https://eu2015.lv/news/media-releases/683-eu-youth-conference-to-address-empowerment-for-political-participation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150206IPR21207/html/Debate-on-front-loading-%E2%82%AC1-billion-for-Youth-Employment-Initiative-in-2015
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150206IPR21207/html/Debate-on-front-loading-%E2%82%AC1-billion-for-Youth-Employment-Initiative-in-2015


of speakers backed the idea of speeding up the delivery of funding for 
projects to fight youth unemployment, while also developing long-term 
solutions and introducing structural reforms. Youth Guarantee measures 
in EU member states aim to reduce youth unemployment by accelerating 
the transition from school to work and helping to create jobs.  

On 26 February the European Parliament Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs held a joint hearing with the Committee on Culture 
and Education on "The reform of the educational systems in Europe as a 
way to fight early school leaving, child poverty and youth 
unemployment”.  

On 2 March, the European Youth Forum and International IDEA 
organised an event which discussed how to get young people engaged 
and involved in democracy. 
 
The European Youth Forum is again preparing for a YO!Fest. In 2015 
this will take place on 6 May in front of the European Parliament in 
Brussels in the context of the European Youth Week and the European 
Year for Development.  The theme will be “Grow together!” and the focus 
will be on sustainable growth and development at different levels. 
 
The European Youth Forum’s “Employer’s Guide for Quality 
Internships” will be launched on 12 March at the British Chamber of 
Commerce in Belgium. Major employers have contributed to the Guide.   
 
As the UN Millennium Development Goals ends in 2015 and although 
much progress has been made, a new set of targets known as the 
sustainable development goals (SDGs) are expected to be adopted by UN 
Member States at the Special Summit on Sustainable Development in 
September 2015.   This post-2015 development agenda is expected to 
tackle many issues, including ending poverty and hunger, improving 
health and education, making cities more sustainable, combating climate 
change, and protecting oceans and forests.   
 
On 2 February UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told a Youth Forum 
at the UN Headquarters in New York that the current “generation of 
young people – the largest the world has ever seen – has a historic 
opportunity to end poverty, combat climate change, create jobs and fight 
injustice”.    
 
The 10th Africa-Europe Training Course for Youth Organisations and the 
3rd Meeting of the Africa-Europe Youth Platform took place on 25 
January - 1 February 2015 in Nairobi, Kenya. The event brought together 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/events.html?id=20150226CHE00091
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-conversation-about-the-participation-of-young-people-in-democracy-time-to-act-tickets-15755502131
http://www.youthforum.org/
http://www.youthforum.org/latest-news/gearing-up-for-yofest-2015/
http://britishchamber.be/event/employer%E2%80%99s-guide-quality-internships
http://britishchamber.be/event/employer%E2%80%99s-guide-quality-internships
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/beyond2015-overview.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/ecosoc/ecosoc-youth-forum-opens.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/ecosoc/ecosoc-youth-forum-opens.html
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/News/2014/Call_10th_AETC_051114_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/Youth/AfricaEuropeCooperation/EN_AEYP%202014.asp#TopOfPage


some 60 young people from Africa and Europe, in the framework of the 
Joint Management Agreement between the European Commission – 
EuropeAid Co-operation Office and the North-South Centre of the 
Council of Europe. AC member Youssef Himmat and CDEJ member 
Jorge Orlando Queiros participated in the event. 
 
The World Social Forum 2015 will be held in Tunis on 24-27 March. AC 
member Alice Hamdi will participate in the Forum. 
 
 
(5) Publications 
 
The Council of Europe Youth Department publications may be consulted 
online.   
 
 
NEW! - T-kit 10 Educational Evaluation in Youth Work-  now 
available in Czech 
- Coyote #22 – “Discriminating(,)me?!” The epub version for tablets is 
now available 
 
Reminder: 
 
List of Youth Department publications 
 
- The Advisory Council leaflet has been updated in English.  The French, 
German and Russian editions will be available soon. 
- The French version of the Manual for facilitators in non-formal 
education “Manuel de l'animateur en éducation non-formelle” is now 
available. 
- Youth policy reviews are available on line. The youth policy review on 
Greece should appear soon. 
- The revised European Youth Foundation leaflet is available in 5 
languages: English, French, German, Russian and Turkish.  Online 
versions now offer the following languages versions : Slovenian, 
Romanian, Finnish, Spanish and Serbian (NB. more to come!) 
- “Have your say” – A manual on the Revised European Charter on the 
participation of young people in local and regional life. 
- T-Kit No.11 – Mosaic: Training kit for the Euro-Mediterranean youth 
work - available in French:  “Mosaïques – kit de formation pour le travail 
euro-méditerranéen de jeunesse”. 
- T-Kit No. 12 – Youth transforming conflicts 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/Youth/AfricaEuropeCooperation/JMA/YouthJMA_en.asp
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/home_en
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/
https://fsm2015.org/en
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/resources/Publications/Publications_en.asp
http://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/t-kit-10-educational-evaluation-in-youth-work?p_p_id=56_INSTANCE_DHZJXy2nOzcP&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_56_INSTANCE_DHZJXy2nOzcP_languageId=cs_CZ
http://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/t-kit-10-educational-evaluation-in-youth-work?p_p_id=56_INSTANCE_DHZJXy2nOzcP&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_56_INSTANCE_DHZJXy2nOzcP_languageId=cs_CZ
http://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/issue-22-december-2014
http://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/coyote-22-epub
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Resources/2012_Council_of_Europe_Youth_Publications_online_2.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Advisory_Council/2014_2016_Advisory_Council_leaflet_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Resources/Publications/2014_Manuel_de_l'animateur_en_%C3%A9ducation_non-formelle_fr.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/IG_Coop/youth_policy_reviews_en.asp
https://www.dropbox.com/s/10ffwbuk0nqetsw/2013-14_EYF_en.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5r6vh48hr7zqi07/2013-14_EYF_fr.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/64ce5j9zmxvlwwu/2013-14_EYF_de.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8zkohnof8tjily2/2013-14_EYF_ru.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2xb08c9izyigz9c/2013-14_EYF_tu.pdf
http://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation/documentation
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Coe_youth/Youth_Participation_Charter_en.asp
http://youth-partnership-eu.coe.int/export/sites/default/youth-partnership/publications/T-kits/11/TKit11_FR.pdf
http://youth-partnership-eu.coe.int/export/sites/default/youth-partnership/publications/T-kits/11/TKit11_FR.pdf
http://youth-partnership-eu.coe.int/youth-partnership/publications/T-kits/12/Tkit12_EN.html


- The leaflet on the Youth Department is available in English, French, 
German, Russian and Turkish.  
- The former version of the Advisory Council on Youth leaflet is still 
available in  French and Russian. 
- The Right to be Young – report of the Roma Youth Conference is 
available from the Youth Department: youth@coe.int  
- A Survey on young people’s awareness of their access to rights - by 
trainee Chaim Waibel. It complements the publication inspired by the 
Advisory Council on Youth:  “Young Persons and the case-law of the 
European Convention on Human Rights and the European Social 
Charter”.  [Former AC member, Thomas Leys (IFLRY) has published an 
article “Where is our European Bill of Rights” in a new publication 
“Redrafting Europe - The Young Liberals' White Paper on the Reform of 
the European Union”].  
- Compendium of Council of Europe approaches to key youth policy and 
youth work issues (French). 
- The European Portfolio for youth leaders and youth workers is 
available in Turkish. 
https://book.coe.int/eur/en/ 
- Youth knowledge book 17:  ‘’Learning mobility and non-formal learning 
in European contexts”, published by the EU-CoE youth partnership. 
- ‘’Visegrad Youth – Comparative review of the situation of young people 
in the V4 countries’’, a contribution to knowledge based youth policy 
development 
- Young people’s access to rights through youth information and 
counselling.  This publication is the result of the partnership between the 
Council of Europe and ERYICA. 
 
Recent and upcoming EU-CoE youth partnership publications: 
 
- Perspectives on youth, volume 1 – ''2020 - What do you see?''. The 
French and German versions are also available. 
- Perspectives on youth, volume 2 – “Connections and disconnections” 
available now in English. 
- Youth knowledge book 18 – ''History of youth work'' volume 4.  
- Getting there… – a publication on the recognition of youth work and 
non-formal learning. 
- Coyote #20 – “What’s Xtreme about youth?!” – electronic and printed 
versions available. 
- Coyote # 21 – “Know What?” – electronic version available. 
- Coyote #22 – “Discriminating(,)me?!” – electronic pdf version and 
epub version for tablets. 
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http://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/recognition
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Past issues of Think Youth! are available on the website of the Youth 
Department. 
 
Facebook pages: 
Advisory Council on Youth 
Council of Europe - Youth 
European Youth Centre, Budapest 
EU-CoE youth partnership 
European Youth Foundation     
No Hate Speech Movement  
     
 
Best regards, 
 
Anna Trigona  
Youth Department - Service de la jeunesse 
Directorate of Democratic Citizenship and Participation - Direction de 
la citoyenneté démocratique et de la participation 
Council of Europe - Conseil de l'Europe 
67075 Strasbourg 
France 
tel. +33 3 88 41 30 34 
www.coe.int/youth  
 
____________ 
Abbreviations: 
 
CCJ: Advisory Council on Youth 
CDDH: Steering Committee for Human Rights 
CDEJ: European Steering Committee on Youth 
CDMSI: Steering Committee on Media and Information Society 
CDPPE: Steering Committee for Education Policy and Practice 
CM: Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
CMJ: Joint Council on Youth 
CoE: Council of Europe 
Congress: The Council of Europe Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities 
CPJ: Programming Committee on Youth 
DG: Directorate General 
ECRI: European Commission against racism and intolerance 
EDC: Education for Democratic Citizenship 
EURODIG: European Dialogue on Internet Governance 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/THINK_YOUTH_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/THINK_YOUTH_en.asp
https://www.facebook.com/AdvisoryCouncilOnYouth
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Council-of-Europe-Directorate-of-Youth-and-Sport/109102965781127
https://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Youth-Centre-Budapest/130504657006878
https://www.facebook.com/pages/EU-CoE-youth-partnership/113904865389492
https://www.facebook.com/search/results.php?q=eyf&init=mag_glass&tas=0.9709011542712129&search_first_focus=1398866375917#!/europeanyouthfoundation?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/nohatespeech
http://www.coe.int/youth


EYCB: European Youth Centre Budapest 
EYCS: European Youth Centre Strasbourg 
EYF: European Youth Foundation 
ncc:  National campaign coordinator 
NSC: North-South Centre of the Council of Europe 
NHSM: No Hate Speech Movement 
ODIHR: Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
OSCE: Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
PACE: Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 
UNHCR: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  
YFJ: European Youth Forum  
 
For comments and suggestions, change of address or if you 
no longer wish to subscribe to this service, please contact: 
anna.trigona@coe.int  
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