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Three fundamentals of waste

Every human activity produces waste.

Waste, if left untreated where it originates, will lead to
suffocation. Generation of waste always requires
transportation and disposal or treatment.

2% It is profitable not to transport and treat waste as

F-.,‘ environmentally required. A waste holder profits through
externalizing costs to society, the planet and future
generations.



International waste trade in figures, 2018

Global trade in waste: 182 million tonnes
EU generation of waste: 2400 million tonnes
Waste transport within the EU: 67 million tonnes

EU export to third countries: 32.7 million tonnes (= 1.9
million containers)

EU import from third countries: 16 million tonnes



International waste trade in figures

IMPEL suspects one fifth of all transports to be non-
compliant.

Criminological literature tends to estimate the degree of
fraud in whatever field at 10 %.

If so, in 2018 3 - 7 million tonnes of waste were exported
from the EU in infringement of the rules.
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Relevant bodies of law
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TWO SPECIFIC ELEMENTS
REGARDING CRIMINAL LAW

The Basel Convention obliges its
Parties to treat illegal shipments of
hazardous wastes as a criminal
offence

The EU Ecocrime Directive obliges
Member States to criminalize
shipments violating the EU Waste
Shipment Regulation
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EU regulation for
cross-border waste shipments:
Waste Shipment Regulation (WSR)
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