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The Committee of the Parties (hereinafter referred to as “the Lanzarote Committee” or 
“the Committee”) to the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children 
against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (hereinafter referred to as “the Lanzarote 
Convention” or “the Convention”) held its 42nd meeting at the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg on 11-13 June 2024. The agenda and the list of participants are appended 
(Appendices I and II) to this meeting report. 
 
1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 
 
1. Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO (Chairperson, Portugal) opened the meeting. The 
Committee adopted its agenda. 
 
1.1. Presentation of the new shared space for the working documents of the 

Committee 
 
2. Anastasia DJELIALOVA and Fabrice THOMAS (Directorate of Information 
Technology, Council of Europe) informed the Committee that a new shared space would 
be created on the platform Teams which will require a login with a password. They 
presented several innovative features including the possibility for the Committee to post 
information and links to tools and materials in a chat that would be visible to all 
members as well as the possibility to collaborate on working documents online by 
posting comments directly in the online version of a working document. The Committee 
was informed that additional information, including log in information, would be shared 
via email in due course.  
 
2. Monitoring of the implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 
 
2.1.  “Protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust: the legal 

frameworks” 
 

2.1.1. Presentation by Rapporteurs of the main trends emerging from the 
replies to the following questions: 
- Child victims’ rights to protection and parental rights (Q7, 8, and 9) 
- Assistance to third parties (Q11 and 12) 
- Monitoring of offenders (Q13) 
- Measures in respect of professionals and legal persons (Q14) 
- Special representatives (Q15 and 16) 

 
3. Tiina-Maria LEVAMO (Save the Children International), Philippe OLIVIER (France), 
Theresa RYAN-ROUGER (Missing Children Europe), Christel DE CRAIM (Belgium), Kristina 
STEPANOVA (Lithuania), Páll MAGNÚSSON (Iceland) acting as Rapporteurs presented 
their preliminary analysis of the information received from State Parties and civil society 
representatives in respect of Questions 7-9 and 11-16 of the thematic questionnaire on 
legal frameworks. During a discussion of the information presented, several Parties 
provided clarifications and commented on the preliminary findings and the wording of 
the preliminary recommendations. Notably, during the discussion following the 
presentation of the analysis of the information received in respect of question 13 
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(Monitoring of offenders), Hasan BERMEK (CDPC, Head of the Mutual Legal Assistance 
Unit, Council of Europe) informed the Committee that according to Article 22 of the 
Council of Europe Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, the 
obligation to share criminal records concerned Parties’ own nationals but not nationals 
of other States. The available evidence showed that the majority of Parties shared this 
type of information on a monthly or even weekly basis. Since the Convention was 
adopted in 1959, it was not certain that all the offences covered by the Lanzarote 
Convention were included in the information sharing. The Council of Europe's 
Committee of Experts on the Operation of European Conventions on Co-operation in 
Criminal Matters (PC-OC), while not a monitoring body, was available to facilitate 
collecting information on issues relevant to the Lanzarote Committee’s work and 
suggested that an exchange of views could be held with the PC-OC to discuss sharing of 
data on criminal records further.  
 
4. It was agreed that Parties would submit clarifying information, in particular in 
response to the Secretariat’s country-specific requests, by 4 July 2024 and that the 
remaining questions would be analysed using the same methodology. 
 

2.1.2. Update about the process of ensuring child participation in the 
3rd monitoring round 

 
5. Ajla NANIĆ (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO 
(Chairperson, Portugal) shared with the Committee their experience in conducting child 
consultations on issues related to the protection of children against sexual abuse in the 
circle of trust, with a view to providing input for the implementation report(s) to be 
produced as a result of the ongoing monitoring round. The child consultation report 
submitted by Bosnia and Herzegovina is available on the Committee’s website. In Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, 85 children participated in the consultation, comprising 52 girls and 
33 boys, between 7 and 18 years of age, representing six cities/local communities. The 
topics discussed among the children included what is understood by the Circle of Trust, 
risks that children face, the importance of engaging children in decision-making, 
suggestions for educational initiatives, the role of parents and teachers, reporting 
mechanisms awareness and opinion on current educational programs. 
 
6. In Portugal, a small focus group was organised with the participation of 
seven children between the age of 12 and 18. The topics discussed among the children 
included what is understood by the Circle of Trust, knowledge and attitudes of children 
concerning prevention of sexual abuse or whom to report in case of abuse, among other 
topics.  
 

2.1.3. Update on the next monitoring questionnaire 
 
7. Ekaterina MALAREVA (Legal Advisor, Lanzarote Committee Secretariat) informed 
the Committee that there had been a temporary reduction in staff at the Secretariat and 
a high volume of information received in the replies to the thematic questionnaire on 
legal frameworks. The Committee therefore decided to postpone its examination of a 

https://rm.coe.int/consultations-with-children-report-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-on-protec/1680af454e
https://rm.coe.int/consultations-with-children-report-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-on-protec/1680af454e


T-ES(2024)08_en 
 
 

4 

draft questionnaire on policy frameworks to its first plenary meeting in 2025 and agreed 
on a revised timeline for the 3rd monitoring round (Appendix III). 
 

2.1.4. Update on the replies received to the survey on data collection 
mechanisms 

 
8. Ana GUERREIRO (Senior Project Officer, Lanzarote Committee Secretariat) 
updated the Committee on the replies received to the survey on data collection 
mechanisms. At the date of the meeting, 15 Parties had submitted information, 6 Parties 
had requested an extended deadline and the remaining 27 Parties had not submitted 
any information. The Committee agreed to extend the new deadline for submission of 
information to 2nd July 2024. 
 
 
3. Capacity building, exchange of information, experiences, and good practices  
 
3.1. Presentation by Suojellaan Lapsia (Protect Children) on “Statutes of Limitations 

and Sexual Violence Against Children: Findings from the Global ‘Our Voice’ 
Survivor Survey with a Case Study on Finnish Survivors’ Experiences” and “CSAM 
offenders’ use of the tech platforms” 

 
9. Nina VAARANEN-VALKONEN (Executive Director, Protect Children) and Anna 
OVASKA (Deputy Director and Legal Specialist, Protect Children) presented to the 
Committee the findings from their global survivor survey “Our Voice”. The survey was 
made available in 26 languages and included 20,000 victims and survivors as 
participants. The main purpose of the survey was to gain a global understanding of the 
experiences of victims and survivors, including the types of abuse, long-term impact and 
disclosure rates. The organisation aimed to use this research to raise awareness and 
enhance the related work. Protect Children shared notably that one in 3 respondents 
has not disclosed to anyone the sexual abuse they suffered as a child, and nine out of 
ten said that their disclosure did not lead to a police investigation. 84% of respondents 
stated they were suffering from long-term negative consequences resulting from the 
sexual abuse they suffered in childhood. As to the Finland-based respondents to the 
survey, 38% disclosed their childhood sexual abuse after the statutes of limitations in 
their cases had already expired. Nina VAARANEN-VALKONEN called on the Committee to 
base its decisions on evidence and research results and highlighted the importance of 
listening to victims and survivors. 
 
10. Nina VAARANEN-VALKONEN (Executive Director, Protect Children) presented to 
the Committee the results of research conducted through Protect Children’s ReDirection 
programme aimed at offenders. According to the research findings, 77% of 
37,500 respondents have encountered CSAM or links to CSAM on the surface web, while 
61% of them used social media platforms and E2EE messaging apps to search for, view 
or disseminate CSAM. 40% respondents tried to contact a child via these platforms and 
apps or online games. Following the presentation, Satu SISTONEN (Finland) made a 
comment on the particular challenges presented by the AI, in response to which Nina 
VAARANEN-VALKONEN added that while currently AI tools have in-built protection 

https://www.suojellaanlapsia.fi/en/post/statutes-of-limitations-and-sexual-violence-against-children
https://www.suojellaanlapsia.fi/en/post/tech-platforms-child-sexual-abuse
https://www.suojellaanlapsia.fi/en/post/tech-platforms-child-sexual-abuse
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against their use to generate images or videos of child sexual abuse, this was not the 
case before, and therefore offenders can still use earlier versions of these tools to 
produce child sexual abuse material. The difficulty in distinguishing between a real and 
an AI-generated image or video of a child presented both a regulatory challenge and an 
increased volume of work for the law enforcement. Another danger of AI-generated 
images and videos was that, whilst they do not depict real children, they stimulate the 
“appetite” of those who are attracted to children and look for child images and /or seek 
contact with children. 
 
3.2. Examination and adoption of the draft opinion on Article 33 concerning statutes 

of limitations in respect of sexual offences against children and its explanatory 
note (working document T-ES(2023)20 rev.1) 

 
11. Ekaterina MALAREVA (Legal Advisor, Lanzarote Committee Secretariat) 
presented a brief summary of the document’s history, pointing out that several 
amendment proposals had been received both to the text of the opinion and to the text 
of the explanatory note accompanying it. Following a reading of the opinion and of the 
explanatory note and a  discussion by the Committee, the opinion and its explanatory 
note were adopted. 
 
3.3. Information by members, participants and observers on changes in national 

policy, legislation, institutional arrangements, practice and/or presentation of 
relevant activities 

 
3.3.1. Brief tour de table of the members to inform the Committee about any 

recent changes in the protection of children against sexual exploitation 
and sexual abuse at national level that illustrate the impact of Lanzarote 
Committee recommendations and decisions 

 
12. The Committee was informed of the following changes to legislation, policy and 
practice:  

- On multi-disciplinary and interagency co-operation or Barnahus structures:  
o Reforms to expand and strengthen existing multi-disciplinary and 

interagency co-operation or Barnahus-type structures in: Albania, 
Armenia, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Ireland, 
Lithuania,  

o Intentions to set up or pilot such services or feasibility assessments: 
Andorra, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Luxembourg, Montenegro, 
Slovak Republic, 

o Develop ISO standards: Iceland. 
- Reform to ensure video evidence was admissible in court (Malta); 
- Training for professionals involved in interviewing victims in the context of 

investigations: Armenia, Latvia, Republic of Moldova, Monaco, Türkiye; 
- Establishment or strengthening of referral mechanisms: Armenia, Greece, 

Poland; 
- Criminal law amendments to: 

o Terminology: Austria (taking into account the Lanzarote Committee 

https://rm.coe.int/opinion-on-article-33-of-the-lanzarote-convention-and-its-explanatory-/1680b06622
https://rm.coe.int/opinion-on-article-33-of-the-lanzarote-convention-and-its-explanatory-/1680b06622
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Recommendation to use the term “child sexual abuse material” instead 
of “child pornography”), 

o Occupational bans for persons convicted of child sexual exploitation and 
sexual abuse / criminal record checks: Austria, Greece, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, 

o Remove violence as a constituent element of rape: Czechia, Estonia, 
Netherlands, Romania (clarification that any sexual activity with a child 
under 16 is considered under rape laws regardless of whether or not the 
child ‘consented’), 

o Strengthen sanctions: Austria and Greece, 
o Align more broadly with the Lanzarote Convention: Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Cyprus, Germany (to facilitate collection of CSAM evidence 
without criminalising the person reporting it), Ireland (decision to opt-in 
to the EU Directive 2011/97 (recast), Netherlands (regulation of childlike 
sex dolls). 

- Prevention initiatives: Austria (guidance for schools and mandatory teaching 
about violence against children in schools), Estonia (research initiatives), 
Poland (development of child safeguarding policies); 

- Mandatory background checks for professionals and volunteers in contact 
with children: Estonia (obligation for employers to conduct criminal record 
checks of employees at least once a year); 

- Victim protection initiatives: France (strengthen provisions on 
suspension/withdrawal of parental authority during judicial proceedings and 
following convictions), Greece (expansion of specialised police units), 
Liechtenstein (introduction of free and anonymous counselling service), 
Lithuania (strengthening access to legal aid for child victims even in the 
absence of parental consent), Malta (developing child-friendly information 
sheet on legal aid), Montenegro (expansion of free legal aid for all child 
victims); 

- Reforms to avoid criminalisation of children: Malta, Netherlands, 
Switzerland; 

- Inquiries / investigative commissions: Belgium, Poland; 
- Launching of Start to talk campaign: Bulgaria, Greece; 
- Removal / abolition of limitation periods: Croatia (most serious sexual 

offences against children), Hungary (in respect of all sexual offences against 
children), Montenegro (limitation periods under review, potential proposal 
to remove all limitation periods for sexual offences against children), 
Netherland (in respect of all forms of rape), Portugal (limit runs from age 23), 
Romania (in respect of any sexual activity with a child under 16 as well as 
offences of rape and sexual assault); 

- Awareness raising initiatives: Estonia (police and border guards), Latvia (safer 
internet centre research statistics), Lithuania (life skills programme 
mandatory for all schools as of September 2024), Romania (raising 
awareness about changes to criminal law definitions). 
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3.3.2. Presentations by Emerick LOVASZ (European Commission) on: 
- the state of play and main objectives of the proposed recast Directive 

on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and 
child sexual abuse material and replacing Council Framework Decision 
2004/68/JHA and the proposal for a regulation laying down rules to 
prevent and combat child sexual abuse; 

- the Help seeker and Perpetrator Prevention Initiatives - Child Sexual 
Abuse and Exploitation (europa.eu) 

 
13. Emerick LOVASZ (European Commission) updated the Committee about relevant 
outstanding issues in relation to the development of these legal standards. He informed 
the Committee that the Lanzarote Convention and the work of the Lanzarote Committee 
had served as inspiration for the original Directive. He also informed the Committee 
about the intention to create a prevention platform to share information about 
prevention initiatives and create a matrix of different initiatives. This includes evaluation 
criteria to analyse effective implementation.  
 
14. During the discussions it was emphasised that harmonised strong legislation is 
necessary to regulate the online environments. The Committee was informed by an 
observer about the work of the European Child Sexual Abuse Legislation Advocacy 
Group (ECLAG) in this context. The Committee agreed to continue the exchange of 
information with the European Commission in this regard.  
 

3.3.3. Presentation by Joseph O’REILLY (Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe) on Resolution 2547 and Recommendation 2274 (2024) on “The 
protection of children against online violence” based on his report 
(Doc. 15954) 

 
15. Joseph O’REILLY (Member of the Committee on Social Affairs, Health and 
Sustainable Development, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe) informed 
the Committee about the findings of the PACE report “The protection of children against 
online violence” and the related Resolution and Recommendation, which notably urged 
European governments to require age verification on websites providing goods or 
services not destined for children, ban harmful “deepfakes” and ensure their removal 
from digital platforms, and set up “hash databases” to identify and locate children 
subject to sexual exploitation or abuse. Among the measures aimed at children and their 
parents and caregivers, the Assembly proposed implementing school-based 
programmes engaging both groups and comprehensive sexuality education. The 
Assembly also encouraged governments to work with technology industry players to 
develop policies to address cyber-bullying, harassment and online hatred, and build in 
default safety features to products for children. In addition, the Assembly urged those 
states that have not done so to accede to Council of Europe Conventions to protect 
children against sexual abuse and counter cybercrime and to exchange information on 
child sexual abuse cases via Interpol.  
 
  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131323
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131323
https://www.childsafetyineurope.com/eclag/
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33527#trace-5
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33526#trace-4
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33405
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16. In response to the PACE Resolution which, notably, invited the State Parties to 
the Lanzarote Convention to pursue their work on children and emerging technologies in 
greater depth, the Committee recalled its own previous relevant work and the 
provisions of the Convention, agreed to continue raising awareness about the pertinent 
issues in the context of the 2024 edition of the Day for the Protection of Children against 
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (18 November) taking into account that the 
thematic focus will be on “Emerging technologies: threats and opportunities for the 
protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse”, and invited the 
Parliamentary Assembly and its parliamentarians at national level to consider using the 
occasion of the Day to take awareness-raising action and to promote the Lanzarote 
Convention more widely for ratification or accession by States around the world.  
 

3.3.4. Jonathon PASSMORE (WHO Regional Office for Europe): update 
concerning the Global Ministerial Conference on ending violence against 
children (Bogota 7-8 November 2024) 

 
17. Jonathon PASSMORE (Regional Advisor for Violence and Injury Prevention, World 
Health Organisation Regional Office for Europe) provided an update on the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) priorities on the prevention of violence against children in Europe, 
as well as the organisation of the Global Ministerial Conference on ending violence 
against children to take place in Bogota on 7-8 November 2024. The WHO has invested 
in work to tackle so-called Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES), 6 out of the 10 of 
which relate to violence against children. The second global status report on violence 
against children was due to be published, with the aim of monitoring the burden of all 
forms of violence against children and model national responses. A regional status 
report was also due to be published. He invited the Committee to share 
recommendations about additional existing opportunities and related priorities to this 
work in the European context. He further informed the Committee that the WHO has 
just launched new guidelines for the identification and referral of violence victims as a 
training programme for frontline health care workers, from primary health care to 
tertiary level.  
 
18. Concerning the 1st Global Ministerial Conference on ending violence against 
children, he informed the Committee that a website had been launched, and that the 
objectives of the Conference were broad and ambitious. He underlined that this was the 
first ever global conference, and it was expected for a Declaration or outcome document 
to be prepared, with a view to this being taken up by the UN General Assembly for 
adoption. Following the presentation there was a discussion. The Brave Movement 
informed the Committee that it was an official partner and would be organising a side 
event to call upon governments to ratify the Lanzarote Convention and adopt the 
Barnahus model or other muti-disciplinary inter-agency responses. The Committee 
agreed to convey a call to the Governments participating in the Global Conference to 
include an invitation for States globally to step up their fight against child sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse, online and offline, by ratifying the Lanzarote Convention 
or acceding to it; and invited the Secretariat, subject to available resources, to consider 
organising a side event on the margins of the Global Conference to further States’ 
understanding of the Lanzarote Convention and the advantages of participating in the 

https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/
https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/
https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/
https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/


T-ES(2024)08_en 
 
 

9 

work of the Lanzarote Committee.  
 
 
4. Information about Council of Europe work relevant to the Lanzarote 

Committee’s mandate 
 
4.1. Debriefings by Lanzarote Committee members or its Secretariat having 

participated in meetings of Council of Europe bodies or outside events on behalf 
of the Lanzarote Committee 
 
4.1.1. Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO (Portugal): presentation to Brave 

Movement Global Team meeting, Lisbon, 11 April 2024; CGU meeting, 
online, 26-27 March 2024, Human Rights Seminar, Tangier, 7 June 2024 

 
19. Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO informed the Committee that she had 
represented the Lanzarote Committee at three events. She presented the Lanzarote 
Convention and the work of the Committee to the Brave Movement at it’s annual in 
person retreat. During a fruitful exchange, she invited members of the Brave Movement 
working in States that are not yet Parties to promote the Lanzarote Convention for 
accession and for those working in States that are already Parties to consider providing 
additional information to the Committee in the context of its monitoring of the 
implementation of the Lanzarote Convention. She also represented the Lanzarote 
Committee at the CGU online meeting and updated the Committee on the wok of the 
CGU. Concerning the Human Rights Seminar in Tangier, she presented the work of the 
Committee and emphasised the importance of multi-disciplinary and inter-agency 
responses to CSEA. She also had the opportunity to promote the Lanzarote Convention 
for accession by Morocco during the Seminar.  
 

4.1.2. Agnieszka MATYSEK (Poland): presentation to workshop on efficient and 
effective online child exploitation investigations, Warsaw, 21 March 2024 

 
20. Agnieszka MATYSEK (Poland) participated in a workshop on efficient and 
effective online child exploitation investigations, Warsaw, 21 March 2024, which was 
organised by the US Department of Justice and State Departments. Some of the topics 
covered included intellectual property, AI, how to identify a victim and interview them, 
extortion, encrypted apps and online dangers. The organisers invited Agnieszka 
MATYSEK to speak about the Lanzarote Convention, specifically concerning its provisions 
on international cooperation. The organisers asked whether the Committee would be 
available to present the information about the Lanzarote Convention in other events 
organised by them. 
 

4.1.3. George NIKOLAIDIS (Greece): update on CDENF activities 
 
21. George NIKOLAIDIS (Greece) provided information on the 9th Plenary session of 
the Steering Committee on the Rights of the Child (CDENF), which was held on  
28-30 May 2024 and where several items in the agenda focused on child sexual abuse. A 
new chair has been elected and is from Slovenia. 

https://rm.coe.int/cdenf-2024-pv1-meeting-report-9th-plenary/1680b0cb5e
https://rm.coe.int/cdenf-2024-pv1-meeting-report-9th-plenary/1680b0cb5e
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22. During the CDENF meeting, the results of a mapping of child mental health 
services were presented, however, as response from Parties were limited, there was a 
lot of missing data, therefore it was difficult to interpret results and not possible to 
generalise the results to the whole region. Several presentations were made with 
relevance to threats by the online environment, including by Morgan BRIGGS, consultant 
of the Alan Turing Institute, on protecting children from AI-generated threats (HUDERIA 
methodology). George NIKOLAIDIS presented the work of the Lanzarote Committee on 
that subject and called for CDENF members to co-ordinate with their Lanzarote 
Committee colleagues in the context of the annual awareness raising day for the 
protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (18th November), 
which will be dedicated to emerging technologies, threats and opportunities for the 
protection of children from child sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.  
 
23. Members were informed on the draft recommendation on the best interest of 
the child in care proceedings, to be adopted by the CDENF at its plenary scheduled for 
December 2024. 
 
24. A dedicated session to pornography was organised, with presentations from 
Maree CRABBE on exposure of children to pornography through IT, Julia COOKE from UK 
OFCOM presented on ways to protection focusing on age-appropriate models and 
Andrea TORNONI, Department of EU Affairs of 5 Rights Foundation presented on 
safeguarding children from harmful content on the web. Anne KAYSER provided 
additional information on the thematic exchange on the impacts of pornography on 
children and how to protect them (“Safeguarding children from the risks of accessing 
online pornographic content”), which addressed the critical reality of children, both boys 
and girls, voluntarily seeking out or involuntarily tumbling upon, mainstream 
pornography on online platforms. Anne KAYSER stated that the CDENF benefitted from 
the active and helpful involvement of Lanzarote Committee representative 
George NIKOLAIDIS.  
 
25. George NIKOLAIDIS informed the CDENF that the Lanzarote Committee had 
adopted the opinion on child sexually suggestive or explicit images and/or videos 
generated, shared and received by children and that the second monitoring round 
focused on self-generated images by children. Lastly, there was a presentation on the 
first implementation review report of the Recommendation on effective guardianship of 
children presented by DCI Italy, especially what children themselves value as being 
important in terms of guardianship. George NIKOLAIDIS recalled the importance of 
involving children in standard setting.  
 
26. Anne KAYSER (Programme Officer, CDENF Secretariat) informed the Lanzarote 
Committee that in the context of the evaluation of the Strategy of the Rights of the child 
(2022-2027), a mid-term review will take place on 3 and 4 April 2025, back-to-back with 
the CDENF Plenary meeting (1-2 April 2025) in the form of a conference to disseminate 
results and promote progress made in the implementation of the Strategy. She 
emphasised that one of the highlights of the last plenary was indeed the exchange 
dedicated to the issues related to children’s exposure to pornography. She emphasised 
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that sexuality education was one of the available strategies to combat the harm caused 
to children by exposure to pornography. She informed the Committee that a feasibility 
study on comprehensive sexuality education has been prepared and that the CDENF 
agreed to continue work on the preparation of a recommendation on comprehensive, 
age-appropriate sexuality education subject, to be finalised by end of 2025. 
 
27. She also informed the Lanzarote Committee that the Recommendation on care 
proceedings will be presented jointly with the recommendation on parental separation, 
to be adopted by the CDENF at its plenary scheduled for December 2024. Anne KAYSER 
also called the attention of the Lanzarote Committee to the work that will be done on 
access to child-friendly justice. Namely that a Committee of Experts would be created to 
start work in 2025 on standards for multidisciplinary and inter-agency co-operation. 
 
28. Concerning Child-Friendly Justice, the draft Recommendation on the rights and 
best interests of the Child in separation proceedings and its Explanatory Memorandum 
had already been adopted jointly by the CDENF and the CDCJ in November 2023. The 
Competent working group (CJ/ENF-ISE) continued its work on a draft Recommendation 
on the rights and the best interests of the child in care-proceedings and its Explanatory 
Memorandum. These documents have been circulated to the Steering Committees, its 
participants and observers (including the Lanzarote Committee) and relevant 
stakeholder’s representatives for written comments by 31 July 2024. Based on all 
comments received, the Committee of Experts will prepare a revised draft 
Recommendation to be presented for joint approval by CDENF and CDCJ in the 
beginning of December 2024. Following approval, both draft Recommendations will be 
jointly submitted to the Committee of Ministers for adoption in the first half of 2024. In 
parallel, the CJ/ENF-ISE is currently preparing first implementation tools in the form of 
checklists for policy makers on both thematic areas (separation and care proceedings).  
 
29. The CDENF also examined and approved the Concept note including the 
methodology for the Thematic review of the Council of Europe Guidelines on child-
friendly justice, which will be jointly carried out by the CDENF, the CDCJ, and the CDPC, 
with the involvement of other bodies and Committees with relevance to the subject 
matter. New work on a Draft Recommendation on multidisciplinary and interagency 
services for child-friendly justice, including operational guidelines, is expected to begin 
early in 2025. 
 
30. The CDENF welcomed the “feasibility study on age-appropriate comprehensive 
sexuality education to strengthen responses for inter alia preventing and combatting 
violence against children, including sexual violence and harmful behaviour” and 
instructed the ENF-VAE to continue its work in preparing a Council of Europe 
Recommendation on age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education to strengthen 
responses for inter alia preventing and combatting violence against children, together 
with an Explanatory memorandum, on the basis of the feasibility study, which should be 
finalised by the end of 2025. 
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4.2. Up-date on the work of the Consultation Group on Children of Ukraine (CGU) 
 
31. Jennifer SCHUETZE-REYMANN (Special Advisor to the Council of Europe 
Consultation Group on the Children of Ukraine (CGU)) updated the Committee that the 
CGU has formed three thematic dialogue groups to meet in-between plenary sessions to 
work on the following topics: transnational procedures and co-operation, guardianship 
issues, and psychological support and trauma-informed care of war affected children 
from Ukraine. The thematic dialogue groups meet online. She informed the Committee 
that the next plenary of the CGU would take place in person in Strasbourg on 1-2 July 
2024 and invited the Committee to send a representative. She informed the Committee 
that during the next plenary a thematic exchange would take place on human trafficking 
(including for sexual and labour exploitation), and that this exchange would be open to 
the Lanzarote Committee members to follow online via a link that would be circulated 
by email.  
 
4.3. Update on the Children’s Rights Division Cooperation projects 
 
32. Ovidiu MAJINA (Senior Project Officer, Children’s Rights Division), updated the 
Committee about the on-going co-operation projects in the area of Barnahus / multi-
disciplinary and inter-agency co-operation (Croatia, Ireland, Spain), combatting violence 
against children (Republic of Moldova, Georgia) protecting the rights of Ukrainian 
children during and in post-war context (Ukraine), protecting the rights of Armenian 
children in post-war context (Armenia), best interests of the child in civil court 
proceedings (Slovenia), child-friendly justice (Belgium, Greece, Hungary, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovenia), online child sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (Georgia, 
Montenegro, Republic of Moldova). 
 
33. Mireya GARCÍA DE MURCIA (Project Officer, Children’s Rights Division), informed 
the Committee that in the context of the Barnahus project in Spain, a study visit had 
been organised to the child-friendly court in Las Palmas. One of the aims of the court 
was to minimise the risk of secondary victimisation whilst ensuring a right to a fair trial 
and the rights of the defence in accordance with Article 30 of the Lanzarote Convention. 
The Court embodies many of the provisions set down by the Lanzarote Convention 
including child-friendly and age appropriate materials, specialised protocols, special 
procedures for child victims and multidisciplinary and interagency co-ordination 
protocols. She informed the Committee that the interview of the child is recorded and 
used in the criminal process as a form of “pre-constituted evidence” and that the Court 
disposes of special equipment to facilitate recording of evidence outside the court 
building, for example in the victim’s home. She indicated that the pilot court only deals 
with cases of child sexual exploitation and sexual abuse in the context of judicial 
proceedings, making it different but complementary to the Barnahus model.  
 
34. Naomi TREWINNARD (Legal Advisor, Lanzarote Committee Secretariat), updated 
the Committee that the project “Lanzarote Convention Monitoring Mechanism 2020-
2024” had ended. She recalled that this project was made possible thanks to the 
generous contributions of Belgium, Estonia and Ireland which significantly contributed 
to the work of the Committee throughout that period including in the context of the 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/barnahus-croatia
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/barnahus-ireland
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/barnahus-spain
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/republic-of-moldova-combatting-violence-against-children-including-in-the-digital-environment
https://www.coe.int/en/web/tbilisi/combating-violence-against-children-in-georgia?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fgroup%2Ftbilisi%2F%7E%2Fcontrol_panel%2Fmanage%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_layout_admin_web_portlet_GroupPagesPortlet%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dmaximized%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_layout_admin_web_portlet_GroupPagesPortlet_tabs1%3Dpages%26_com_liferay_layout_admin_web_portlet_GroupPagesPortlet_privateLayout%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_layout_admin_web_portlet_GroupPagesPortlet_displayStyle%3Dmiller-columns%26p_r_p_selPlid%3D138808671%26p_r_p_layoutSetBranchId%3D0%26p_p_auth%3DKwxe4vtv
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/ukraine-protecting-the-rights-of-ukrainian-children-during-and-in-post-war-context
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/protecting-the-rights-of-armenian-children-in-a-post-conflict-context
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/slovenia-civil-court-proceedings
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/child-friendly-justice-project
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/child-friendly-justice-project
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/endocsea-europe-
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/endocsea-europe-
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monitoring rounds, addressing significant challenges arising from the COVID-19 crisis 
and the military aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine. This project also 
contributed to strengthen the participation of civil society observers in the work of the 
Committee as well as strengthening the visibility and awareness raising work of the 
Committee. She recalled that a new project had been launched “Lanzarote Convention 
as a tool to ensure a co-ordinated global response to child sexual exploitation and sexual 
abuse 2024-2027”. She informed the Committee that the project had received financial 
contributions from Cyprus and France but that a funding gap of 780,000€ remained, 
inviting the Committee to consider whether funding could be provided to this project. 
She informed the Committee that the dual aim of this project was to enhance capacity 
of the Lanzarote Committee to support State Parties to implement the Lanzarote 
Convention as well as to equip non-State Parties to strengthen legislation, policies and 
practices in line with the Lanzarote Convention to support accession.  
 
4.4. Information concerning the Guidelines for policy makers on engaging with 

victims and survivors of child sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 
 
35. Naomi TREWINNARD (Legal Advisor, Lanzarote Committee Secretariat) informed 
the Committee that Guidelines for policy makers on engaging with victims and 
survivors of child sexual exploitation and sexual abuse – “Nothing About Us Without 
Us had been published in English and French. She recalled that these guidelines had 
been drafted by two survivor advocates as follow up to the victim and survivor Panel 
discussions that took place in the context of the 2023 edition of the Day for the 
Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse.  
 
5. Procedural matters 
 
5.1. Appointment of a representative of the Lanzarote Committee to the Committee 

of Experts on the prevention of violence (ENF-VAE)  
 
36. This agenda item was postponed.  
 
5.2. Appointment of a representative of the Lanzarote Committee to the Consultation 

Group on the Children of Ukraine 
 
37. This agenda item was postponed.  
 
5.3. Adoption of the list of decisions of this meeting 
 
6. Any other business 
 
38. Naomi TREWINNARD (Legal Advisor, Lanzarote Committee Secretariat) informed 
the Committee that discussions were still under way regarding the date and venue of 
the 43rd meeting, which was likely to take place 5-8 November 2024 in Vienna.  
 
  

https://rm.coe.int/guidelines-for-policy-makers-on-engaging-with-victims-and-survivors-of/1680af81c9
https://rm.coe.int/guidelines-for-policy-makers-on-engaging-with-victims-and-survivors-of/1680af81c9
https://rm.coe.int/guidelines-for-policy-makers-on-engaging-with-victims-and-survivors-of/1680af81c9
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/committee-of-experts-on-the-prevention-of-violence-enf-vae
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/committee-of-experts-on-the-prevention-of-violence-enf-vae
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cgu
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cgu
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39. She also informed the Committee that the deadline for the call for secondments 
to the Lanzarote Committee had been extended to 15 June 2024 and invited the 
Committee to circulate the call to possible candidates.  
 

 
Dates of the next meeting 

- 43rd meeting: early November 2024 (dates and venue tbc)  
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Appendix I 
 

Agenda 
 
 
1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 
 
1.1. Presentation of the new shared space for the working documents of the 

Committee 
 
2. Monitoring of the implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 
 
2.1. “Protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust: the legal 

frameworks” 
 

2.1.1. Presentation by Rapporteurs of the main trends emerging from the 
replies to the following questions: 
- Child victims’ rights to protection and parental rights (Q7, 8, and 9) 
- Assistance to third parties (Q11 and 12) 
- Monitoring of offenders (Q13) 
- Measures in respect of professionals and legal persons (Q14) 
- Special representatives (Q15 and 16) 

 
2.1.2. Update about the process of ensuring child participation in the 

3rd monitoring round: 
- Ajla Nanić (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 
- Maria José Castello-Branco (Portugal) 

 
2.1.3. Update concerning the next monitoring questionnaire 
 
2.1.4. Update on the replies received to the survey on data collection 

mechanisms 
 
3. Capacity building, exchange of information, experiences, and good practices  
 
3.1. Presentation by Suojellaan Lapsia (Protect Children) on “Statutes of Limitations 

and Sexual Violence Against Children: Findings from the Global ‘Our Voice’ 
Survivor Survey with a Case Study on Finnish Survivors’ Experiences” and “CSAM 
offenders’ use of the tech platforms” 

 
3.2. Examination and possible adoption of the draft opinion on Article 33 concerning 

statutes of limitations in respect of sexual offences against children and its 
explanatory note (working document T-ES(2023)20 rev.1) 

 
3.3. Information by members, participants and observers on changes in national 

policy, legislation, institutional arrangements, practice and/or presentation of 
relevant activities 
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3.3.1. Brief tour de table of the members to inform the Committee about any 

recent changes in the protection of children against sexual exploitation 
and sexual abuse at national level that illustrate the impact of Lanzarote 
Committee recommendations and decisions 

 
3.3.2. Presentations by Emerick Lovasz (European Commission) on: 

- the state of play and main thrust of the proposed recast Directive on 
combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and 
child sexual abuse material and replacing Council Framework Decision 
2004/68/JHA and the proposal for a regulation laying down rules to 
prevent and combat child sexual abuse 

- the Help seeker and Perpetrator Prevention Initiatives - Child Sexual 
Abuse and Exploitation (europa.eu) 

 
3.3.3. Presentation by Joseph O’Reilly (Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe) on Resolution 2547 and Recommendation 2274 (2024) on “The 
protection of children against online violence” based on his report 
(Doc. 15954) 

 
3.3.4. Update by Jonathon Passmore (WHO Regional Office for Europe) 

concerning the Global Ministerial Conference on ending violence against 
children (Bogota 7-8 November 2024) 

 
4. Information about Council of Europe work relevant to the Lanzarote 

Committee’s mandate 
 
4.1. Debriefings by Lanzarote Committee members or its Secretariat having 

participated in meetings of Council of Europe bodies or outside events on behalf 
of the Lanzarote Committee 

 
4.1.1. Maria José Castello-Branco (Portugal): presentation to Brave Movement 

Global Team meeting, Lisbon, 11 April 2024; CGU meeting, online,  
26-27 March 2024 

4.1.2. Agnieszka Matysek (Poland): presentation to workshop on efficient and 
effective online child exploitation investigations, Warsaw, 21 March 2024 

4.1.3. George Nikolaidis (Greece): update on CDENF activities 
 
4.2. Up-date on the work of the Consultation Group on Children of Ukraine (CGU)  
 
4.3. Update on the Children’s Rights Division Cooperation projects 
 
4.4. Information concerning the Guidelines for policy makers on engaging with 

victims and survivors of child sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 
 
  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A60%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A209%3AFIN
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131323
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131323
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33527#trace-5
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33526#trace-4
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33405
https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/
https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/
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5. Procedural matters 
 
5.1. Appointment of a representative of the Lanzarote Committee to the Committee 

of Experts on the prevention of violence (ENF-VAE) 
 
5.2. Appointment of a representative of the Lanzarote Committee to the Consultation 

Group on the Children of Ukraine 
 
5.3. Adoption of the list of decisions of this meeting 
 
6. Any other business 
 
 

 
Dates of the next meeting 

 

- 43rd meeting: early November 2024 (exact dates and venue to be confirmed) 

 

 
  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/committee-of-experts-on-the-prevention-of-violence-enf-vae
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/committee-of-experts-on-the-prevention-of-violence-enf-vae
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cgu
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/cgu
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Appendix II 
 

List of participants 
 
 

MEMBERS / MEMBRES 
 

STATE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION / ÉTATS PARTIES À LA CONVENTION 
 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE Alma TANDILI 

Chairperson of the 
State Agency for the Rights and Protection of the Child 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Youth and Equality 
 

ANDORRA / ANDORRE Lara FORTÓ RIBERA 
Psychologue 
Unité « Enfance et Adolescence » 
Ministère des Affaires sociales et de la Fonction publique 
 

ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE 1. Gayane HOVAKIMYAN                                               Apologised / Excusée 
Acting Director 
Child Development Foundation 
 
2. Eduard ISRAYELYAN 
Child rights expert 
Child Development Foundation 
 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE Madalena PAMPALK-LORBEER 
Public Prosecutor / Consultant 
Section IV – Criminal Law 
Division IV 1 – Substantive Criminal Law 
Federal Ministry for Justice 
 

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN 1. Samir GARAYEV                                                                    Apologised / Excusé 
Head of Division 
Main Department on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
 
2. Jeyran RAHMATULLAYEVA                                             Apologised / Excusée 
Head of the Administrative Office 
State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs 
 
3. Sanan ALIYEV 
Deputy to the Permanent Representative 
Permanent Representation of Azerbaijan to the Council of Europe 
 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE Christel DE CRAIM 
Head of Service 
Service for Criminal Policy 
FPS Justice 
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BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA /  
BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE 

Ajla NANIĆ 
Expert Advisor 
Human Rights Sector 
Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees 
 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE Yanko KOVACHEV 
State Expert 
“Child Policies and Programs, Strategic Development and Coordination” 
Directorate 
State Agency for Child Protection 
 

CROATIA / CROATIE 1. Marlena JUKIĆ                                                             Apologised / Excusée 
Head of Service 
Service for criminal substantive law regulations 
Sector for criminal law regulations 
Directorate for criminal law 
Ministry of Justice and Public Administration 
 
2. Ms Anita PRUSINA 
Professional associate 
Service for criminal substantive law regulations 
Sector for criminal law regulations 
Directorate for criminal law 
Ministry of Justice and Public Administration 
 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE Panayiota TRIFILLI 
Social Welfare Officer 
Social Welfare Services 
Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare 
 

CZECHIA / TCHÉQUIE 1. Šimon PEPŘĺK                                                                 Apologised / Excusé 
Criminal Law Unit 
Legislative Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Tomáš CIESLAR 
Criminal Law Unit 
Legislative Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 

DENMARK / DANEMARK Mie HEDENGRAN HELANDER                                           Apologised / Excusée 
Criminal Law Division 
Ministry of Justice 
 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 1. Tuuli LEPP                                                                      Apologised / Excusée 
Adviser 
Department of Criminal Policy 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Anna-Liisa UISK 
Adviser 
Department of Criminal Policy 
Ministry of Justice 
 



T-ES(2024)08_en 
 
 

20 

FINLAND / FINLANDE Satu SISTONEN 
Deputy Director, Senior Specialist, Legal Affairs 
Legal Service 
Unit for Human Rights Courts and Conventions 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 

FRANCE / FRANCE Philippe OLIVIER                                                                VICE-CHAIRPERSON / 
Magistrat – Rédacteur                                                                 VICE-PRÉSIDENT 
Bureau de la négociation pénale européenne et internationale 
Direction des affaires criminelles et des grâces 
Ministère de la Justice 
 

GEORGIA / GÉORGIE Ketevani TATUASHVILI 
Adviser 
Human Rights Secretariat 
Administration of the Government 
 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE Stanislaw OPEL 
Division for Criminal Law on Sexual Offences, Criminology, Criminal 
Justice Statistics 
Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection 
 

GREECE / GRÈCE George NIKOLAIDIS                                                      MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Director                                                                                       MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Department of Mental Health and Social Welfare 
Centre for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
Institute of Child Health 
 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE 1. Anna DOSZPOTH 
Legal Adviser 
Deputy State Secretariat for Criminal Law Codification 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. András GYÖRE                                                                 Apologised / Excusé 
Child Protection Specialist 
Department for Child Protection and Guardianship Affairs 
Deputy State Secretariat for Social Affairs 
Ministry of Interior 
 

ICELAND / ISLANDE Páll MAGNÚSSON                                                  MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Counsellor                                                                           MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Permanent Mission of Iceland in Geneva 
 

IRELAND / IRLANDE Corah CAPLES 
Assistant Principal Officer 
Criminal Justice Policy 
Department of Justice 
 

ITALY / ITALIE 1. Alfredo FERRANTE                                                               Apologised / Excusé 
Department for Family Policies 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
 
2. Alessandra BERNARDON                                            Apologised / Excusée 
Department for Family Policies 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
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LATVIA / LETTONIE Indra AIZUPE 
Director 
Department of Criminal Law 
Ministry of Justice 
 

LIECHTENSTEIN / 
LIECHTENSTEIN 

1. Claudio NARDI                                                               Apologised / Excusé 
Counsellor 
Division for Economic Affairs and Development 
Division for Security and Human Rights 
Office for Foreign Affairs 
 
2. Sarah FRICK 
Psychologist 
Children and Youth Service Division 
Office of Social Services 
 

LITHUANIA / LITUANIE Kristina STEPANOVA 
Head of the 
Family and Child Rights Protection Group 
Ministry of Social Security and Labour 
 

LUXEMBOURG / 
LUXEMBOURG 

1. Marguerite KRIER                                                        Apologised / Excusée 
Conseiller de Gouvernement 1ère classe 
Service des droits de l’enfant, chef de service 
Direction générale de l’aide à l’enfance et à la famille 
Ministère de l’Éducation nationale, de l’Enfance et de la Jeunesse 
 
2. Fabienne ABENS 
Professeure détachée 
Service des droits de l’enfant 
Direction générale de l’aide à l’enfance et à la famille 
Ministère de l’Éducation nationale, de l’Enfance et de la Jeunesse 
 

MALTA / MALTE Lorna MUSCAT                                                        MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Head of office                                                                            MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
Office of the Commissioner for Children 
 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / 
RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 
Victor LĂPUȘNEANU 
Head of the 
Multilateral Cooperation Directorate 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

MONACO / MONACO Cécile VACARIE-BERNARD 
Adjointe au Directeur de l’Action et de l’Aide Sociales 
Direction de l’Action et de l’Aide Sociales 
 

MONTENEGRO / 
MONTÉNÉGRO 

Jelena GRDINIĆ 
General Director 
Directorate for Criminal and Civil Legislation 
Ministry of Justice 
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NETHERLANDS /  
PAYS-BAS 

Eugenia POZO MORILLAS 
Senior Policy Officer (Sexual violence crimes) 
Department of Justice and Security 
 

NORTH MACEDONIA / 
MACÉDOINE DU NORD 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

NORWAY / NORVÈGE Maria Brit ESPINOZA                                                         Apologised / Excusée 
Special Adviser International Affairs 
Department of Childhood, Youth and Family Affairs 
Ministry of Children and Families 
 

POLAND / POLOGNE Agnieszka MATYSEK 
Chief Specialist – Judge 
Victims’ Assistance Unit 
Department of Family and Juvenile Matters 
Ministry of Justice 
 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL Maria José CASTELLO-BRANCO                                                CHAIRPERSON / 
Legal Adviser                                                                                        PRÉSIDENTE 
Civil Justice Unit 
International Affairs Department 
Directorate General for Justice Policy 
Ministry of Justice 
 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Alina ION 
Legal Adviser 
Department for Drafting Legislation 
Ministry of Justice 
 

SAN MARINO /  
SAINT-MARIN 

Gloria VALENTINI                                                               Apologised / Excusée 
Second Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
 

SERBIA / SERBIE Stevan POPOVIĆ                                                                   Apologised / Excusé 
Independent Advisor 
Family Protection Department 
Ministry of Family Welfare and Demography 
 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 

Petra GRZNÁROVÁ 
National Coordination Centre for Resolving the Issues of Violence against 
Children (NCC) 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family 
 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 1. Jana LOVŠIN                                                     MEMBER OF THE BUREAU / 
Head of Division                                                                 MEMBRE DU BUREAU 
EU Affairs and International Cooperation                      Apologised / Excusée 
Office for International Cooperation and Mutual Legal Assistance 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Daša VIDMAR MIKŠIĆ 
EU Affairs and International Cooperation 
Office for International Cooperation and Mutual Legal Assistance 
Ministry of Justice 
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE María Teresa VICENTE CALVO                                         Apologised / Excusée 
Public Prosecutor specialising in juvenile justice 
Advisor to the Ministry of Justice 
Ministry of Justice 
 

SWEDEN / SUÈDE Niklas ELMÉR                                                                         Apologised / Excusé 
Child Rights Convention Coordination Group 
Division for Social Services and Disability Policy  
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs 
 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE Anita MARFURT 
Juriste 
Unité Droit pénal international 
Office fédéral de la justice 
Département fédéral de justice et police 
 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE 1. Fedoua DEROUICHE                                                    Apologised / Excusée 
Directrice de la coopération internationale et des relations extérieures 
Ministère de la Famille, de la Femme, de l’Enfance et des Personnes âgées 
 
2. Hela JEBARA 
Déléguée régionale à la protection de l’enfance de Béja 
Ministère de la Famille, de la Femme, de l’Enfance et des Personnes âgées 
 

TÜRKIYE / TÜRKIYE 1. Songül BİNİCİ AKKAŞ                                                   Apologised / Excusée 
Rapporteur Judge 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
 
2. Yavuz ERASLAN 
Rapporteur Judge 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 
Liudmyla PROTASENKO 
Deputy to the Permanent Representative 
Permanent Representation of Ukraine to the Council of Europe 
 

UNITED KINGDOM / 
ROYAUME-UNI 

Leah BUCK 
International Lead 
Tackling Child Sexual Abuse Unit 
Tackling Exploitation and Abuse Directorate 
Public Safety Group 
Home Office 
 

 

 

  

http://intranet.verzeichnisse.admin.ch/navigate.do?dn=ou=FB%20Internationales%20Strafrecht,ou=Direktionsbereich%20Strafrecht,ou=Direktion,ou=Bundesamt%20fuer%20Justiz,ou=Eidg.%20Justiz-%20und%20Polizeidepartement,ou=Bundesrat&cutname=cn=Marfurt%20Anita%201NXTUC
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PARTICIPANTS / PARTICIPANTS 

 

STATES HAVING PARTICIPATED IN THE DRAFTING OF THE CONVENTION / ÉTATS AYANT 
PARTICIPÉ À L’ÉLABORATION DE LA CONVENTION 
 

CANADA / CANADA Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIÈGE Alessandra AULA                                                                   Apologised / Excusée 
Secrétaire Générale 
Bureau international catholique de l’enfance ((BICE) 
Genève, Suisse 
 

JAPAN / JAPON Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

MEXICO / MEXIQUE Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 
Mme Eva PIZANO CEJKA 
Adjointe à l’Observateur Permanent 
Mission Permanente du Mexique auprès du Conseil de l'Europe 
 

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA / ÉTATS-UNIS 
D’AMÉRIQUE 
 

Awaiting nomination / Nomination en attente 
 

 
 

STATE INVITED BY THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS TO ACCEDE TO THE CONVENTION / ÉTAT 
INVITÉ PAR LE COMITÉ DES MINISTRES À ADHÉRER À LA CONVENTION  
 

MOROCCO / MAROC 1. Nadia BAROUDI                                                         Apologised / Excusée 

Cheffe de la Division de l'Enfance 
Direction de la Promotion de l'Enfance, de la Famille et des Personnes 
Âgées 
Ministère de la Solidarité, de l'Insertion Sociale et de la Famille 
 
2. Lamiaa BEGHIEL                                                         Apologised / Excusée 

Cheffe du 
Service de la Protection des Enfants en Situation Difficile 
Division de l’Enfance – DPFEPA 
Ministère de la Solidarité, de l’Insertion sociale et de la Famille 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES 
 

EUROPEAN UNION / 
UNION EUROPÉENNE 

Emerick LOVASZ 
Fight Against Cybercrime and Child Sexual Abuse 
Unit D4: Cybercrime  
Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs  
European Commission 
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WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION (WHO) / 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ (OMS) 
 

Jonathon PASSMORE 
Programme Manager – Road Safety, Injury & Violence Prevention 
European Center for Environment & Health  
WHO Regional Office for Europe 
 

 
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES / INSTITUTIONS ET ORGANES DU CONSEIL DE 
L’EUROPE 
 

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
OF THE COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE / ASSEMBLÉE 
PARLEMENTAIRE DU 
CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE 
 

Joseph O’REILLY 
Member of the 
Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development 

 
 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 

 

THE BRAVE MOVEMENT 1. Matthew McVARISH 
Co-founder 
 
2. Jessica AIREY 
Europe Campaign Manager 
 

ECPAT INTERNATIONAL 
 

Andrea VARRELLA                                                              Apologised / Excusée 
Research and Child Rights Monitoring Manager 
 

GLOBAL COLLABORATIVE Sara ALAOUI 
Co-founder and Vice-chairman 
 

"HOPE FOR CHILDREN" CRC 
Policy Center Cyprus 
 

Katerina MELISSARI                                                           Apologised / Excusée 
Child Protection Coordinator 
 

INHOPE (International 
Association of Internet 
Hotlines) 
 

Denton HOWARD                                                                      Apologised / Excusé 
Executive Director 

INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF YOUTH 
AND FAMILY JUDGES AND 
MAGISTRATES (IAYFJM) / 
ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONALE DES 
MAGISTRATS DE LA JEUNESSE 
ET DE LA FAMILLE (AIMJF) 
 

Daniel PICAL 
Magistrat honoraire représentant l’AIMJF auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
 

INTERNET WATCH 
FOUNDATION (IWF) 

Michael TUNKS                                                                     Apologised / Excusé 
Head of Policy and Public Affairs 
 

MISSING CHILDREN EUROPE Theresa RYAN-ROUGER 
Senior Project Officer & Focal Point on Child Sexual Abuse 
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SAFE ONLINE Serena TOMMASINO                                                         Apologised / Excusée 
Safe Online Specialist 
 

SAVE THE CHILDREN 
INTERNATIONAL 

Tiina-Maria LEVAMO 
Senior Child Rights and Advocacy Advisor 
Save the Children Finland 
 

WePROTECT Global Alliance 1. Iain DRENNAN                                                               Apologised / Excusé 
Executive Director 
 
2. Eleanor LINSELL 
Advocacy Manager 
 

 
 

SPEAKERS / INTERVENANTS 

 

SUOJELLAAN LAPSIA RY 
(PROTECT CHILDREN) 

1. Nina VAARANEN-VALKONEN 
Executive Director 
Trauma focused Cognitive Psychotherapist 
Victim Services and Offender Management Sub-Group Chair 
Interpol SGCAC 
 
2. Anna OVASKA 
Deputy Director 
Legal Specialist, International Criminal Law 
 

 
 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE SECRETARIAT / SECRÉTARIAT DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 

 

Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly / Secrétariat de l’Assemblée parlementaire 
 

Committee on Social Affairs, 
Health and Sustainable 
Development / Commission 
des questions sociales, de la 
santé et du développement 
durable 
 

Jannick DEVAUX 
Secretary to the Committee / Secrétaire de la commission 
 

Claire DUBOIS-HAMDI 
Secretary to the Committee / Secrétaire de la commission 
 

 
 

Directorate General of Administration / Direction générale de l'administration 
 

Directorate of Information Technology / Direction des technologies de l’information 
 

Application Development 
and Operations / 
Développement des 
applications et des 
opérations 
 

Fabrice THOMAS 
 
Anastasia DJELIALOVA 
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DGI: Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law / DGI : Direction générale des droits 
humains et Etat de droit 
 

Directorate of Security, Integrity and Rule of Law / Direction de la sécurité, de l’intégrité et de l’État 
de droit 
 
Criminal Law Division (CDPC) / Division du droit pénal (CDPC) 
 

Mutual Legal Assistance Unit 
(PC-OC) / Entraide judiciaire 
(PC-OC) 
 

Hasan BERMEK 
Head of Unit / Chef d’unité 
 

 

DGII: Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity / DGII : Direction générale de la 
démocratie et de la dignité humaine 
 
Directorate of Equal Rights and Dignity / Direction de l'égalité en droits et en dignité 
 
Human Dignity and Gender Equality Department / Service de la dignité humaine et de l'égalité de genre 
 

Children’s Rights Division / 
Division des droits des enfants 
 

Regína JENSDÓTTIR 
Head of Division and CoE Co-ordinator for the Rights of the Child / 
Cheffe de Division et coordinatrice du CdE pour les droits de l’enfant 
 

Anne KAYSER 
Programme Officer / Responsable de programme 
 

Jennifer SCHUETZE-REYMANN 
Special Adviser responsible for the Council of Europe Consultation Group 
on Children of Ukraine (CGU) / Conseillère spéciale pour le Groupe de 
Consultation du Conseil de l’Europe sur les Enfants d’Ukraine (CGU) 
 

Noé BOOK 
Intern / Stagiaire 
 

Justine VIZIER 
Intern / Stagiaire 
 

 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Cooperation projects / 
Division des droits des enfants 
- Projets de coopération 
 

Ovidiu MAJINA 
Senior Project Officer / Responsable principal de projet 
 

Mireya GARCĺA DE MURCIA 
Project Officer / Responsable de projet 
 

 

Children’s Rights Division - 
Secretariat of the Lanzarote 
Committee / Division des 
droits des enfants - 
Secrétariat du Comité de 
Lanzarote 
 

Ekaterina MALAREVA 
Legal Advisor / Conseillère juridique  
 

Naomi TREWINNARD 
Legal Advisor / Conseillère juridique 
 

Ana GUERREIRO 
Programme Advisor / Conseillère de programme 
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Corinne CHRISTOPHEL 
Assistant to the Lanzarote Committee / Assistante du Comité de Lanzarote 
 

Odile GRUNERT 
Assistant / Assistante 
 

 
 

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES 
 
Elisabetta BASSU 
Remy JAÏN 
Gillian WAKENHUT 
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Appendix III 
 

Indicative timeline for the continuation of the monitoring round on 
the protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust 

 
 

41st meeting (13-15 
February 2024) 

Agreement on the methodology for the next questionnaire to 
assess the policies and strategies in place to protect children 
against sexual abuse in the circle of trust, with an emphasis on 
specific dimensions of the circle of trust. 

44th meeting 
(February/March 2025) 

Discussion/adoption of a draft policy frameworks 
questionnaire to be addressed to State Parties 
Examination (and possible adoption) of the legal frameworks 
implementation report 

June 2025 Deadline for State Parties to submit information on policy 
frameworks 

September 2025 Deadline for other relevant stakeholders to submit additional 
information on policy frameworks 

45th meeting (June 
2025) 

Continued (if necessary) examination and adoption of the legal 
frameworks implementation report 

46th meeting 
(October/November 
2025) 

Analysis of replies submitted to the policy frameworks 
questionnaire  

47th meeting 
(February/March 2026) 

Continued analysis of replies submitted to the policy 
frameworks questionnaire 

48th meeting (June 
2026) 

Continued analysis of replies submitted to the policy 
frameworks questionnaire 

49th meeting 
(October/November 
2026) 

Examination and possible adoption of the policy frameworks 
implementation report 

 
 


