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We hit the front pages – unexpectedly
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Heated debate – Not always based on facts
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Location
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Location
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Pop. Police-district: 

581.000

Pop. Aarhus Municipality: 

352.000

City of Aarhus is 2nd. 

largest city in Denmark

Biggest deprived area is 

located here.

Police District
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Frame

Quick rundown of the Scandinavian Welfare State

State

Government

Law Enforcement

Judicial System

Universities

Region

Public Health: Hospitals and 

private practices by contract

Municipalities

Daycare, schools and leisure, 

parks and recreation, Social 

Services, 
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Disclaimer when thinking transferrability

High taxes

Expansive welfare system
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9/11-2001

3/11-2004

7/7-2005

Project starts in 

Aarhus 2007
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Countering radicalisation and violent 

extremism

Intelligence and 

suveillance:

Intelligence Service

Intelligence, 

prosecution and 

deterrence: 

Police districts

Prevention: 

Police, national and 

local authorities, civil 

society

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Strategy

Proportionality Multi-agency 

coorporation

Use existing 

possibilities and 

systems

Narrow expertise –

Widespread 

awareness

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Community

Outreach Crime 

Prevention

CVE*

Early

Multi-agency

Coordinated

Supporting 

Enabling

Empowering 

Incorporating  

into existing 

crime 

prevention 

strategies and 

methods

As little 

expansion as 

possible. 

*Countering Violent Extremism

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/


ØSTJYLLANDS POLITI 

DET TVÆRGÅENDE OMRÅDESAMARBEJDE

Constitutional rights
Penal Code  

§ 114 a.o.

”Area of operation”

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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 Radicalization - a process leading to a persons gradual acceptance of the use

of violence or other illegal means to further political og religious agendas

 Violent extremism - the use of violence or other illegal means to further

political or religious agendas

 Terrorism - the use of violent means to purposefully scaring a population with

the intent to destabilize or destroy a nations political, economic or social structure

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Radicalisation as a proces

Prevention

Violent extremism

Terrorism

Security

Protective factors Risk factors

NB! Legal political/religious

activism – majority

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Risk factors

Push
• Exclusion, discrimination

• Poor living conditions

• Personal or social crisis

• Ambiguity intolerance, fundamentalism

• Victimized narrative

• Simplified identity, monomania

• Violence as accepted and preferred

expression

Pull

• Recruitment

• Simple solutions to complicated problems  

(dogmatic ideologies)

• Cult-like group dynamics

• Closed groups with care, respect and strong

social bonding

Protective factors - resilience

• Inclusion and citizenship

• Care and strong social bonds

in the immediate environment

• Positive group dynamics

• Life skills, fx.:

• Identity complexity

• Ambiguity tolerance

Condi-
tions in 

life

making
sense

No type-casting!

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Self-sustaining

In need of help

Intervention

Community

outreach

Public events

workshop

Mentoring

Seminars for  

professionals 

Family-networks

Awareness 

briefings

National Hotline

w. Copenhagen

Online radicalisation, 

radicalisation in 

families

Aarhus 

University, PET, 

NFC, NCFE, 

Copenhagen

RAN, Strong

Cities Network

”The Aarhus-model”

Coorporation with

Infohouse

Screenings/

risk-assessments

Social- and 

employment

interventions and 

support 

EXIT

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Infohouse

Procedural
code § 115

Civil rights act.

Social Services / Social Psychiatry

Department for Children and Youth

Employment services

Police

Prison Service

-----------------

Visitation – Screening.

Risk assessment

Individual profiling 

Coordination

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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”Foreign Fighters”
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Syrian volunteers (Syria/Iraq) 

The Situation in Aarhus

36 persons from December 2012 until now
11 reported killed
21 returned
4 still in Syria/Iraque/Turkey (presumably)

Danish Citizens with various ethnic backgrounds: 
Somali, Turkish, Palestinian, Jordanian, Sudanese, 
Danish, mixed ethnicity.

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Active citizenship

Common responsibility

and common solutions 

Citizens have a 

responsibility in the 

situation  and are part of 

the solution

V

A

L

U

E

S

City of Aarhus’ core values in 

preventing radicalisation –

June 2014

- Dialogue

- Inclusion

- Strengthen citizenship

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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Active citizenship

Common responsibility

and common solutions 

Citizens have a 

responsibility in the 

situation and are part of 

the solution

V

A

L

U

E

S

Integration Policy

To strengthen the cohesive-

ness in society in Aarhus 

Everyone, no matter ethnic

or cultural background, 

participate as active

citizens, respecting the 

basic democratic values. 

Ethnic minorities must have 

the same possibilities, 

rights and obligations as 

any other citizen in the city.

Equal rights

The Democratic

decision-making process

Freedom of religion

Freedom of speach

Respect for personal

freedom

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/


ØSTJYLLANDS POLITI 

DET TVÆRGÅENDE OMRÅDESAMARBEJDE

§ 115 Civil 

Rights Code

§ 2.4 

Passport Code

§ 114J 

Penal Code

1990 2015 2016

Examples of Implementation of rules, old and new

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/
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New challenges:

Children returning from confict zones

Psychiatry/Violent extremism

Autism/Conspiracy Theories/Algorithms

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/


ØSTJYLLANDS POLITI 

DET TVÆRGÅENDE OMRÅDESAMARBEJDE

Thank you for 

your patience

https://www.politi.dk/Oestjylland/da/servicemenu/forside/

