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Introduction 
  
The present document provides an update on the current developments concerning the 
platform on the following aspects: 
  

I. The State of the technical construction of the platform and responses received; 
 

II. Information on the update to the HELP course on Human Rights and Business; 
 

III. Events regarding the platform and the potential of a Workshop / Seminar. 
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I.  THE PLATFORM AND RESPONSES 
  
1. The public website of the platform has been constructed and its content is being 

finalised, with a view to a public launch once the platform contains sufficient material. 
  
2. The platform also comprises the dedicated participants page1 in the HELP portal, to 

which national authorities are encouraged to register their contact points and relevant 
personnel. This portal offers a shared working space for participants which can provide a 
forum for peer-to-peer exchanges, and the collection and dissemination of further 
information and practices. 

  
3. Several responses to the questionnaire circulated in January 2019 have been submitted 

by both member States and National Human Rights Institutions. The Secretariat wishes 
to thank the relevant authorities for their contribution to this work and encourages 
remaining members to submit their responses to the questionnaire. 

  
4. The responses submitted are being reviewed by the Secretariat and their contents are 

being published to the platform website. 
 
5. In addition to the circulated questionnaire, the platform is intended to perform as a 

continuous information gathering and sharing exercise. Submissions of National Action 
Plans, good and best practices, and relevant national developments are welcomed on a 
continuous basis, with a view to their publication on the platform. 

 
6. Members wishing to submit further information to the platform can do so by contacting 

the Secretariat or making use of the dedicated HELP page for the platform. 
  
II. THE HELP COURSE 
  
7. The update of the HELP course on Business and Human Rights will begin following the 

receipt of the necessary voluntary contribution, which is in the process of being finalised. 
 
8. The course will be updated and modernised to reflect recent developments and guidance 

in the field of human rights and business, including the new Council of Europe Handbook 
on Business and Human Rights; and will feature additional modules which could include 
guidance for legal professionals on, for example: the development of National Action 
Plans; conducting Human Rights Risk assessments; conducting and engaging in multi-
stakeholder processes; and improving access to remedy mechanisms. 

  
III. EVENTS 
  
9. The Secretariat envisions co-hosting a session at the upcoming United Nations Forum 

on Business and Human Rights in Geneva on November 2019,2 in collaboration with the 
European Union External Actions Service (EEAS). 

 
10. An application to organise a panel session titled Strengthening regional “races to the top” 

on business and human rights – the role of regional organisations” has been submitted 
to the Forum’s organisers for consideration. If selected, the platform and work of the 
Council of Europe in the field of Human Rights and Business will be presented at this 
session. 

 

                                                           
1
 http://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/course/view.php?id=2598 

2
 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Forum/Pages/2019ForumBHR.aspx 

http://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/course/view.php?id=2598
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Forum/Pages/2019ForumBHR.aspx
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11. The Secretariat has also considered the potential value of a technical level regional 
workshop for government personnel working on the implementation of the relevant 
standards in the field of business and human rights. 

 
12. Such a technical level workshop, taking place in the course of the next biennium, would 

gather relevant personnel from national authorities to discuss and share initiatives and 
strategies, conduct gap analysis, and identify common challenges and solutions. It would 
also aim to foster a strong network between the participants. The workshop could be 
conducted in-camera to encourage discussion. The platform can serve as a supporting 
resource in both the organisation and follow up of such an event. 

 
13. Members are invited to express their opinion on such a workshop and to contact the 

Secretariat with any further suggestions or interest in such an exercise. 
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