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MEETING REPORT

1. The Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) held a second extraordinary meeting 
in Strasbourg, from 25 to 27 February 2026, with Tonje MEINICH (Norway) in the Chair (see list 
of participants in Appendix II). 

ITEM 1: OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

2. The CDDH adopted the agenda of the meeting as it appears in Appendix I. 

ITEM 2: EXAMINATION OF PRELIMINARY DRAFT TEXT FOR THE OUTCOME 
DOCUMENT

3. The Chairperson noted that a very large number of comments had been submitted 
concerning the preliminary draft outcome document. As there was limited time available and a 
very short deadline, the Bureau had decided that comments submitted by participants and 
observers would be discussed when supported by the delegation of a member State.

4. Several delegations welcomed the preliminary draft text for the outcome document 
prepared by the Secretariat, which they considered to provide a balanced approach and a solid 
basis for further work, and thanked the Secretariat for its excellent work. The importance of 
respecting the integrity and independence of the Court, avoiding any impression of giving 
instructions to the Court, and respecting the rights of migrants were underlined. Appreciation 
was expressed for the constructive comments submitted in writing, including by participants and 
observers.

5. The CDDH examined the preliminary draft text for elements for a political declaration, 
section by section, taking into account the comments submitted in writing and making certain 
amendments.

ITEM 3: ORGANISATION OF FUTURE WORK

6. The CDDH instructed the Secretariat to prepare a revised version of the draft 
explanatory text of the outcome document, taking into account the amendments made to the 
draft elements and seeking to accommodate and reconcile the other comments submitted, 
whilst ensuring coherency and consistency. This should be accompanied by the text of the 
elements, as amended at the present meeting, noting any remaining instances of duplication, 
overlap, or inconsistency and making any necessary editorial revisions.

7. The resulting document will be distributed to the CDDH in advance of the third 
extraordinary meeting on 10-12 March, when the CDDH is expected to adopt the outcome 
document as a whole, including both elements for a political declaration and explanatory text.

ITEM 4: OTHER BUSINESS

8. None.

ITEM 5: ADOPTION OF THE MEETING REPORT

9. The CDDH adopted the report of the present meeting.
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Appendix I

Agenda

1: OPENING OF THE MEETING AND 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

1 : OUVERTURE DE LA RÉUNION ET 
ADOPTION DE L’ORDRE DU JOUR

CDDH EXTRA(2026)OJ2 CDDH EXTRA(2026)OJ2

2: EXAMINATION OF PRELIMINARY 
DRAFT TEXT FOR THE OUTCOME 
DOCUMENT

2 : EXAMEN D’UN AVANT-PROJET DE 
TEXTE EN VUE DU DOCUMENT FINAL

Conclusions of the Informal Ministerial 
Conference (Strasbourg, 10 December 2025)
CM/Del/Dec(2025)1546/4.3 – decisions of the 
Ministers’ Deputies on follow-up to the Informal 
Ministerial Conference (Strasbourg, 10 
December 2025)
CDDH(2026)01 – Possible issues for inclusion in 
a political declaration
CDDH(2026)03 – Comments received in 
advance of the first CDDH extraordinary meeting
CDDH(2026)04 – Preliminary draft text for the 
outcome document
CDDH(2026)05 – Comments received in 
advance of the second extraordinary CDDH 
meeting

Conclusions de la Conférence ministérielle 
informelle (Strasbourg, 10 décembre 2025)
CM/Del/Dec(2025)1546/4.3 – décisions des 
Délégués des Ministres sur les suites à donner à 
la Conférence ministérielle informelle 
(Strasbourg, 10 décembre 2025)
CDDH(2026)01 – Éventuelles questions à inclure 
dans une déclaration politique
CDDH(2026)03 – Commentaires reçus avant la 
première réunion extraordinaire du CDDH
CDDH(2026)04 – Avant-projet de texte en vue du 
document final
CDDH(2026)05 – Commentaires reçus avant la 
seconde réunion extraordinaire du CDDH

3: ORGANISATION OF FUTURE WORK 3 :  ORGANISATION DES TRAVAUX 
FUTURS

4: OTHER BUSINESS 4 : QUESTIONS DIVERSES

5: ADOPTION OF THE MEETING REPORT 5 : ADOPTION DU RAPPORT DE 
RÉUNION

CDDH(2026)R2_EXTRA – (Draft) Meeting 
Report

CDDH(2026)R2_EXTRA – (Projet de) Rapport 
de réunion

https://rm.coe.int/informal-ministerial-conference-10-december-2025-conclusions/488029b843
https://search.coe.int/cm?i=0912594880299faf
https://rm.coe.int/steering-committee-for-human-rights-cddh-possible-issues-for-inclusion/48802a16c7
https://rm.coe.int/steering-committee-for-human-rights-cddh-prelimnary-draft-text-for-the/48802a7498
https://rm.coe.int/conference-ministerielle-informelle-10-decembre-2025-conclusions/488029b844
https://search.coe.int/cm?i=0912594880299fae
https://rm.coe.int/comite-directeur-pour-les-droits-humains-cddh-eventuelles-questions-a-/48802a2517
https://rm.coe.int/comite-directeur-pour-les-droits-humains-cddh-avant-projet-de-texte-en/48802abee5
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Appendix II

List of participants
MEMBERS / MEMBRES 

ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
Brunilda KOÇO 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Albania to the Council of 
Europe

Arlinda GJATA (online)
State Advocate, Office for Legal Representation in Foreign 
Courts and International Arbitration Tribunals, State Advocates 
Office 

ANDORRA / ANDORRE 
Carlos PUENTE GALINDO 
Third Secretary, Department of International Legal Affairs and 
Human Resources, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE
Roza ARAKELYAN 
Legal Adviser of the Department of International Treaties and 
Law of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nelly SAROYAN 
Head of Department International Treaties and Law, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE
Brigitte OHMS 
Deputy Government Agent, Division for European and 
International Law, Human Rights Protection 

Valerie TROFAIER-LESKOVAR 

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAIDJAN
Ziya FATALIYEV
Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Representation 
to the Council of Europe

Elza ALIZADA
Deputy to the Permanent Representative of our Mission

Elmin JAFAROV (online)
Second Secretary, Department for Cooperation with 
International Human Rights Institutions, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

Jala IBRAHIMOVA (online)
Deputy Head of the Department for Cooperation with 
International Human Rights Institutions 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE
Isabelle NIEDLISPACHER (online)
Agent to the European Court of Human Rights for the 
Government of Belgium

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / 
BOSNIE-HERZEGOVINE 

Monika MIJIC 
Acting Agent of the Council of Ministers, of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina before European Court of Human Rights

BULGARIA / BULGARIE
Atanas MLADENOV (online)
Ambassador, Deputy to the Permanent Representative 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of Bulgaria
to the Council of Europe
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CROATIA / CROATIE
Štefica STAŽNIK (online)
Representative of the Republic of Croatia before the ECHR,  
Office of the Representative of the Republic of Croatia, before 
the European Court of Human Rights

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
Theodora CHRISTODOULIDOU (online)
Senior Counsel, Law Office of the Republic of Cyprus

CZECHIA / TCHÉQUIE 
Petr KONŮPKA 
Deputy Agent of the Government for the representation before 
the European Court of Human Rights, Ministry of Justice, 

Kateřina RADOVÁ
Deputy Head of Litigation Unit, Office of the Government Agent, 
Ministry of Justice

DENMARK / DANEMARK
Nicolaj A. HEJBERG PETERSEN 
Ambassador for Conventions, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Henrik SKOVGAARD
Commissioner, The Prime Minister’s Office 

Anne Louise BENGTSSON-JESPERSEN
Deputy Head of Division, Ministry of Justice

Camilla KJÆRGAARD
Deputy Head of Division, Ministry for Immigration and Integration 
Representative from the Ministry for Justice

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
Tim KOLK 
Agent du gouvernement estonien auprès de la Cour européenne 
des droits de l’homme, ministère des Affaires étrangères 

FINLAND / FINLANDE
Krista OINONEN 
Government Agent before the ECtHR, Director, Unit for Human 
Rights Courts and Conventions, Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Katja FOKIN
Senior Specialist, Legal Affairs, Unit for Human Rights Courts 
and Conventions, Legal Service, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

FRANCE
Milène BLANCHARD 
Sous-directrice des droits de l’Homme, Direction des affaires 
juridiques, ministère de l’Europe et des affaires étrangères, 
Direction des affaires juridiques 

Christelle THOMAS
Directrice adjointe, Direction des affaires juridiques, ministère de 
l’Europe et des affaires étrangères, Direction des affaires 
juridiques

GEORGIA / GÉORGIE
Nodar KHUROSHVILI (online)
Legal Adviser at the Department of State Representation in 
International Courts, Ministry of Justice 

Salome SALUKVADZE 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
Nicola WENZEL 
LL.M., Head of Unit IV C 1 (Human Rights), Government Agent 
before the European Court of Human Rights, Federal Ministry of 
Justice 

Nicolas HARTMANN 
Legal advisor, Unit MII1, Federal Ministry of the Interior
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Marc SONNTAG
Federal Ministry of the Interior

GREECE / GRÈCE 
Elias KASTANAS 
Senior Legal Counselor, Legal Department, Public International 
Law Section, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Alexios ZACHILAS 
Conseiller juridique, Permanent Representation of Greece

HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
Zoltan TALLODI 
Government Agent before the ECtHR, Ministry of Justice, 
Department of International Criminal Law and Office of the Agent 
before ECHR

ICELAND / ISLANDE 
Ingunn MARKÚSDÓTTIR 
Lawyer, Ministry of Justice 

Lilja Borg VIÐARSDÓTTIR (online)
Head of unit on matters of foreigners, Ministry of Justice 

IRELAND / IRLANDE
Darina FLYNN
Government Agent before the European Court of Human Rights, 
Assistant Legal Adviser, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade

Róisín Elizabeth COWAN (online)
Department of Justice, Home Affairs and Migration

ITALY / ITALIE Roberto MARTINI
Ambassadeur
Représentation permanente de l’Italie auprès du Conseil de 
l’Europe

Maria Cristina RIBERA 
Experte juridique

Vito Mosé PIERRO
Chef ad interim du Bureau politique relatif au Conseil de 
l’Europe du ministère des Affaires Etrangères et de la 
Coopération Internationale italien

Lorenzo D’ASCIA (online)
Avocat, agent du gouvernement italien auprès de la Cour 
européenne des Droits de l’Homme 

LATVIA / LETTONIE
Elīna Luīze VĪTOLA 
Government Agent of Latvia before International Human Rights 
Institutions, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

LIECHTENSTEIN Domenik WANGER 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Principality of Liechtenstein to 
the Council of Europe

Anna-Lena MARXER
Permanent Representation of the Principality of Liechtenstein to 
the Council of Europe

LITHUANIA / LITUANIE
Lina URBAITĖ
Senior Advisor of the Legal Representation Group of the Ministry 
of Justice

LUXEMBOURG
Anne GOSSET 
Responsable du service droits humains – Ministère de la Justice
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MALTA / MALTE 
Christopher SOLER (online)
State Advocate and Government Agent

Justine CUSCHIERI
Chargée d’Affaires a.i., Deputy Permanent Representative, 
Permanent Representation of Malta to the Council of Europe

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / 
RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA

Doina MAIMESCU (online)
Head of the Government Agent Department of the Ministry of 
Justice  

MONACO
Raphaël SIMIAN (online)
Adjoint au Directeur des Affaires juridiques, Agent du 
Gouvernement auprès de la CEDH

MONTENEGRO / 
MONTÉNÉGRO

Mirko ĐUKOVIĆ 
Agent before the European Court of Human Rights

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS
Babette KOOPMAN 
Government Agent before the EctHR, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

NORTH MACEDONIA / 
MACÉDOINE DU NORD

Elena BODEVA  
Head of Unit - Directorate for Multilateral Relations, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

NORWAY / NORVÈGE
Tonje MEINICH 
Deputy Director General, Legislation Department, Ministry of 
Justice and Public Security, Chairperson of the CDDH and 
“46+1 Group 

Tonje RUUD
Legal adviser, Ministry of Justice and Public Security, Legislation 
department 

Karoline HALVORSEN GAMRE
Ministry adviser, Ministry of Justice and Public Security, 
Migration department 

POLAND / POLOGNE
Paweł WIERDAK
Agent of the Government of Poland before the ECtHR, Deputy 
Director, Legal and Treaty Department, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

Katarzyna GAŁKA 
Legal and Treaty Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Agata ROGALSKA-PIECHOTA (online) 
Co-Agent of the Government of Poland before the ECtHR, Head 
of Criminal Proceedings Division, Legal and Treaty Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

PORTUGAL
Helena LEITÂO 
Procureure générale adjointe, Agente du Gouvernement du 
Portugal auprès de la Cour 

Maria Inès COUTINHO

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 
Oana-Florentina EZER
Government Agent for the ECHR, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Adriana-Mihaela BĂRBIERU 
Co-agent before the European Court of Human Rights, Deputy 
to the Permanent Representative
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Elisabeta Maria DAVID (online) 
Director general for Human Rights and International 
Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

Florin TOMA (online) 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, Department for European Affairs and 
International Relations 

SAN MARINO / SAINT MARIN
Filippo PANZAVOLTA (online)
Second Secretary, Political and diplomatic affairs directorate, 
Foreign Affairs Department

SERBIA / SERBIE 
Zorana JADRIJEVIĆ MLADAR 
State Attorney Deputy Government Agent of the Republic of 
Serbia before the ECHR, The State Attorney’s Office, The 
Agency Department before the European Court of Human Rights

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / 
RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 

Miroslava BÁLINTOVÁ 
Government Agent before the ECHR, Ministry of Justice

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 
Matija VIDMAR 
Secretary, Department for International Cooperation and EU law, 
Ministry of Justice

SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
Francisco SANZ (online)
Agent du Gouvernement auprès de la CEDH, Service juridique 
des Droits de l’Homme, ministère de la Présidence, Justice et 
relations avec le Parlement 

Alfonso BREZMES (online)
Agent before the ECtHR, Head of the Human Rights Area of the 
Constitutional Law & Human Rights Department, Ministry of 
Justice

SWEDEN / SUÈDE
Fredrik BERGIUS 
Deputy Director, Department for International Law and Human 
Rights, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Ivar MELLGREN (online)
Desk Officer, Department for International Law and Human 
Rights, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE
Xavier-Baptiste RUEDIN 
Agent du Gouvernement auprès de la CEDH, Département 
fédéral de justice et police DFJP,Office fédéral de la justice OFJ
Représentation de la Suisse devant la Cour européenne des 
droits de l’homme, le CAT, le CEDR, le CEDEF et le CDE

TÜRKIYE 
Vedia SİRMEN
Adjoint au Représentant Permanent, Représentation 
Permanente de Türkiye auprès du Conseil de l’Europe

Ayşen EMÜLER 
Experte Juridique, ministère des Affaires Etrangères, 
Représentation Permanente de Türkiye auprès du Conseil de 
l’Europe

UKRAINE 

UNITED KINGDOM / 
ROYAUME-UNI 

Ahila SORNARAJAH
Agent for the United Kingdom, Deputy Director, Legal, Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office



9
CDDH(2026)R2_EXTRA

Rob LINHAM
Deputy Director, Rights and Public Law, Ministry of Justice

Steven MALBY 
Deputy Head of Department, Migration Directorate Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Office 

PARTICIPANTS

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
ASSEMBLÉE PARLEMENTAIRE

Titus CORLĂŢEAN (online) 
Senator, member of PACE

Guillem CANO-PALOMARES 
Head of Secretariat of the 
Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights - Committee 
on the Election of Judges to the European Court of Human 
Rights Secretariat / Chef du Secrétariat de la Commission 
des questions juridiques et des droits de l'homme - 
Commission sur l'élection des juges à la Cour européenne 
des droits de l'homme

Marc MONTANY DAUFI 
Committee on Migration, International Protection & 
Economic Co-operation, Commission des migrations, de la 
protection internationale & de la coopération économique

Apolline PAILLAT
Trainee

EUROPEAN COURT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS / COUR 
EUROPÉENNE DES DROITS 
DE L’HOMME

Abel CAMPOS 
Deputy Registrar of the European Court of Human Rights / 
Greffier adjoint de la Cour européenne des droits de l'homme

Zvonimir MATAGA
Senior Legal Adviser

OFFICE OF THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS / BUREAU DU 
COMMISSAIRE AUX DROITS 
DE L'HOMME

Ozgur DERMAN
Deputy to the Director - Head of Division 1

Matthieu BIRKER
Adviser / Conseiller

CONFERENCE OF INGOs OF 
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / 
CONFÉRENCE DES OING DU 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Ciaran John KING
Member of the Standing Committee of the Conference of 
INGOs, Conference of INGOs representative to the CDDH 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
YOUTH / CONSEIL 
CONSULTATIF SUR LA 
JEUNESSE

Anja JOKIĆ
Bureau member of the Advisory Council on Youth

Marius SCHLATEGER 
Policy Advisor - Conseiller en politique, Secretary to the 
Advisory Council on Youth / Secrétaire du Conseil consultatif 
sur la jeunesse Directorate for Democracy - Direction de la 
Démocratie Council of Europe 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, JUSTICE AND LEGAL 
CO-OPERATION STANDARDS / 
SERVICE POUR LA MISE EN 

Theodora KRISTOFORI (online)
Project Coordinator

Tatiana BEDROS (online)
Office of the Council of Europe in Moldova
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OEUVRE DES DROITS 
HUMAINS, DE LA JUSTICE ET 
DES NORMES DE 
COOPÉRATION JURIDIQUE 
DGI

Elena SOVA (online)
Office of the Council of Europe in Moldova

HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIÈGE Christine JEANGEY (online)
Officiel, Chargée des Droits de l’Homme et du Droit 
Humanitaire, Dicastère pour le service du développement 
humain intégral

MEXICO / MEXIQUE Josianne OLVERA LOZANO
Deputy to the Permanent Observer, Mission of Mexico to 
the Council of Europe 

Julio César ESCOBEDO FLORES
Chargé d'affaires a.i., Mission of Mexico to the Council of 
Europe 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ÉTATS-UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE

Yvonne GONZALES
U.S Consul General and COE Deputy Permanent Observer

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION 
EUROPÉENNE

Dora SCHAFFRIN
Deputy Head of Delegation

Maria COUTINHO
Policy Coordinator, Secretariat-General, European 
Commission

EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY 
FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS / 
L’AGENCE DES DROITS 
FONDAMENTAUX 
(FRA)

Julia BEHRENS (online)

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

UNHCR
Jutta SEIDEL 
Senior Legal Associate, UNHCR Representation to the 
European Institutions in Strasbourg / Associée juridique 
principale, Représentation du HCR auprès des Institutions 
Européennes à Strasbourg 

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF 
NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
INSTITUTIONS / LE RÉSEAU 
EUROPÉEN DES 
INSTITUTIONS NATIONALES 
DES DROITS DE L’HOMME 
(ENNHRI)

Roisin PILLAY
Consultant

Sara ROMMES
Human Rights Trainee

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Adriana TIDONA
Researcher on migration for our Europe Regional office

COUNCIL OF BARS AND LAW 
SOCIETIES OF EUROPE 
(CCBE) / CONSEIL DES 
BARREAUX EUROPEENS 
(CCBE)

Anna SMOLINSKA (online)
Senior Legal Advisor / Conseillère juridique senior

Piers GARDNER (online)
Lawyer, CCBE Delegation to the Court in Strasbourg
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 
OF JURISTS / COMMISSION 
INTERNATIONALE DE 
JURISTES – ICJ

Stephanie NEEDLEMAN (online)
Andrea FRASER (online)

EUROPEAN TRADE UNION 
CONFEDERATION / 
CONFÉDÉRATION 
EUROPÉENNE DES 
SYNDICATS

Stefan CLAUWAERT (online)
Senior Legal and Human Rights Advisor

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (FIDH) / 
FÉDÉRATION 
INTERNATIONALE POUR LES 
DROITS DE L’HOMME 

Daniel HOLDER 
Vice-President & Director of the Committee on the 
Administration of Justice 

Elena CRESPI (online) 
Western Europe Programme Director

SECRETARIAT / SECRÉTARIAT

Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law / Direction générale Droits humains et État 
de droit (DG I) 

Gianluca ESPOSITO
Director General / Directeur général

Daniele CANGEMI
Head of the Human Rights, Justice and Legal Co-operation 
Standard-settings activities Department / Chef du Service des 
activités normatives en matière de droits humains, justice et 
coopération juridique

Human Rights Intergovernmental Co-operation Division / Division de la coopération 
intergouvernementale en matière de droits humains

David MILNER 
Head of Division, Secretary of the CDDH / Chef de Division, 
Secrétaire du CDDH

Corinne GAVRILOVIC 
Administrative assistant / Assistante administrative

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES

BAILEY-RAVET Sally DEBURLET-SUTER Lucie PEDUSSAUD Jean-
Jacques 

https://cs.coe.int/_layouts/orgchart/orgchart.aspx?lcid=1033&key=754&NameSimple=giakoum&open=false
https://cs.coe.int/_layouts/orgchart/orgchart.aspx?lcid=1036&key=754&NameSimple=giakoum&open=false
https://cs.coe.int/_layouts/orgchart/orgchart.aspx?lcid=1036&key=754&NameSimple=giakoum&open=false
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