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Smart Response = Meaningful Engagement

Participation Right

Strengthening Participative 
Democracy and Civil Society 
when building Post-Corona 
World

Vanja Skoric, Program Director
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• COVID 19 ECNL/ICNL Civic Freedoms 
Tracker: 

• Over 280 measures in more than 
145 countries affecting civic 
freedoms

• Most affected: expression, 
assembly, participation 

Turning a pandemic into a 
pretext to quash dissent

Now, more than ever, the voices of people need to be 
heard.  Civil society and grassroot groups are

instrumental in building and maintaining trust and can 
help ensure targeted and candid feedback on COVID-19 

measures to improve responses.
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Right to Participate – A Smart Thing to Do

• Right to participate in public 
affairs - Art. 25 of 
the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights

• Public participation in health-
related decision making is a part 
of Right to the Highest Attainable 
Standard of Health - Art. 12 of 
the International Convenant on 
Economic Social Cultural Rights

• GAPS:

• State of emergency should 
include participation right

• No tools or appropriate 
frameworks for “emergency 
participation”
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx
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Right to Participate – A Smart Thing to Do

• Public can help identify flexible 
and smart solutions that respond 
to the most urgent needs on the 
ground. 

• What happens when 
governments (don’t) listen? 
Positive and negative examples of 
Covid-19 responses!

Examples of initiatives led by CSOs 
during Covid-19 - civil society are 
finding ways to organize relief efforts, 
provide aid and services in remote 
areas, monitor human rights abuses 
and are raising awareness about human 
rights in the context of emergencies.

CSOs are adapting their work online 
and finding novel ways to crowdsource 
data and assistance. 
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1. Open new avenues for participation, 
feedback and reach out to those most at risk 
and those most likely to be excluded

2. Existing channels of participation, at local, 
national and international levels are 
maintained  and expanded  - also online!!

3. Rapid human rights impact assessment to 
ensure respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.

How can states support 
participation in emergency?

In a nutshell:

Collaboration 

Transparency

Access 
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THANK YOU!
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