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The fight against hate speech is a concern of the French Ministry of Sport that dates back to the mid-2000s and has been 
growing ever since:

• The response was initially repressive, with the creation of offences and penal sanctions in the sports code;

• The Ministry's policy has then put the focus on awareness and prevention:

• Training of professional educators
• Provision of prevention tools
• Communication campaign to raise awareness

• In order to create a real "common culture" to counter hate speech with a view to the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, a general mobilisation is needed with :

• An interministerial dimension, particularly in the context of the Paris 2024 "legacy" programme

• An increased involvement of sports federations, in the framework of a contractual relationship, and in exchange of 
support in structuring and implementing federal strategies
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In this context, the project proposed by the Council of Europe seemed to us very interesting in order to:

• Reach a common, clear, understandable and shared definition of what is meant by hate speech in order to combat it 
more effectively

• Benefit from the experience of our partners to see how France, but also all of us within this project supported by the 
Council of Europe, could be inspired to "beef up" our response to behaviours that insult the field of sport and all those 
who carry its values on a daily basis

• To share with all our partners, in greater depth, the actions taken by France since the mid-2000s, in order to fuel the 
reflection that we must conduct together.
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Support from the Council of Europe will therefore be valuable for :

• Facilitate networking to develop, step by step, a common, credible and robust response to hate speech

• Propose a model legislative framework (in the form of a recommendation) to facilitate ownership and deployment of this 
common response

• To reach the people who are the target of our common response, notably through the use of appropriate communication 
tools. An objective that could be linked to a common communication campaign to mobilise all sport stakeholders against 
this scourge
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Prevention: the toolbox of the French Ministry of Sports

http://sports.gouv.fr/ethique-integrite/proteger-les-pratiquants

https://sports.gouv.fr/ethique-integrite/


