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1. Crossing the Rubicon …

… when robots can commit crimes and become witnesses? 
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2. Can Robots Commit a Crime?

Generative AI harbors a systematic risk of foreseeable 

unpredictability that computer scientists call 

"hallucinations“.
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2. Can Robots Commit a Crime?
BlenderBot 3 and Marietje Schaake (2022)
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Who is identified by society as the "responsible author" 

of a criminal offense when a chatbot "slanders"?



2. Can Robots Commit a Crime?

Who is identified by society as the "responsible author" of a 

criminal offense when a car kills a human?
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3.Can robots become a witness to a crime?
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Regulation (EU) 2019/2144 of 27 November 

2019

on type-approval requirements for motor 

vehicles

Art. 6 (1)

Motor vehicles shall be equipped with the 

following advanced 

vehicle systems:

(a) intelligent speed assistance;

(b) alcohol interlock installation facilitation;

(c) driver drowsiness and attention 

warning;

(d)–(g) … .



Driving assistants monitor (human) drivers, for instance, to ensure 

availability for take-over-requests.

Driving assistants store sudden steering movements, monitor 

signs of drowsiness and document observations.

(How) Can we evaluate trustworthiness (and fairness) 

of «robot testimony» in criminal cases?

(How) Can one confront a car’s testimony (in court)?

3. Can Robots become a witness to a crime?

Can robots provide trustworthy testimony?
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4. Are there Legal Gaps when it Comes to Generative AI

1. „Legal Personhood” for Generative AI?

„Resolution on Civil Law Rules on Robotics“ (2017)

European Parliament Report with Recommendations to the Commission 

on Civil Law Rules on Robotics, 2015/2103(INL): 

„create a specific legal status for robots […] so that at least the most 

sophisticated autonomous robots could be established as having the 

status of electronic persons responsible for making good any damage 

they may cause”

2. New Defense Rights against “robot testimony”
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Thank you for your attention!

Sabine.Gless@unibas.ch
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