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The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of 
the Council of Europe, successor of the Conference 
of Local Authorities established in 1957 and of the 
different assemblies which followed it, was created 
on 14 January 1994, with the adoption of Statutory 
Resolution (94) 3 by the Committee of Ministers, 
under the authority of the Statute of the Council of 
Europe. The Congress has powers to adopt its own 
Rules and Procedures to specify and complement 
the Statutory Resolution and the Charter.

The Rules and Procedures cover all the major aspects 
of its functioning ranging from Congress membership, 
rules governing its different bodies (bureaux, Statutory 
Forum, committees, etc), procedures during sessions 
and other Congress meetings, procedures for 
monitoring local and regional democracy in member 
States through the application of the European 
Charter of Local Self-Government and for election 
observation, as well as those for post-monitoring 
and post-election dialogue, rules governing ethics 
and conduct of members and those setting out 
different possibilities for partnership with the Congress.
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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human rights 
organisation. It comprises 47 member States, including all the 
members of the European Union. The Congress of Local and 
Regional Authorities is an institution of the Council of Europe, 
responsible for strengthening local and regional democracy 
in its 47 member states. Composed of two chambers – the 
Chamber of Local Authorities and the Chamber of Regions – 
and three committees, it brings together 648 elected officials 
representing more than 150 000 local and regional authorities.
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