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Creation 1914

Protection status IUCN 1A (Natural processes for research)

Size (in ha) 17'032

Residents 0

Lowest Point 1374 m

Highest Peak 3173 m

Trail Network 100 km

Visitors (Hikers) 150’000 

Management ngo (Foundation)

Team 55 (2025, incl. part-time and seasonals)

Ownership 4 municipalities

Annual budget aprox. 5.4 Mio CHF
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Nature protection Research Communication
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Rewilding
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The vision 1914

"All previous changes of the original state over 

centuries - the long term effects of the hunters, 

fishermen, foresters, agriculturists, shepherds 

and mowers […] - will disappear over time and 

the old original community of life will be restored. 

A great wilderness experiment will be performed 

there."

(Schröter 1920)



Granada, 21.5.2025



Granada, 21.5.2025

The biosphere reserve Engiadina Val Müstair
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1958
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Effects
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Climate change in Switzerland 2024 compared Ø 1871 - 1900
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Annual temperature Buffalora (Swiss National Park) 1917−2024
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Annual precipitation Buffalora (Swiss National Park) 1917−2023

moving twelve-month total
moving twelve-month total averaged over 5 years
calendar year
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Haller 2018

Baur & Baur 2013; Canadian Journal of Forest Research

Cops snail (Arianta arbustorum) 1916/17 and 2011/12
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The altitude distribution of ibex over the last 32 years

Hervindal et al., 2013 
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Wipf & Rixen, 2017; Symp. Protected Areas, Salzburg

Development of the number of species over the last 100 years



Granada, 21.5.2025

Increase in species (all 4 peaks / region)
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2001   2022
Papaver alpinum subsp. rhaeticum Wipf et al. unpubl.
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Winner in occurrence – subalpine species

Artname Erste Aufn. Aufn. 2022 Differenz

Leontodon hispidus 17 27 10 Milchkraut

Ranunculus montanus Willd. 8 17 9 Berg-Hahnenfuss

Botrychium lunaria (L.) Sw. 9 17 8 Mondraute

Carex parviflora Host 5 13 8 Kl. Trauersegge

Hieracium glaciale A.Reyn. 5 13 8
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Loser in occurrence

Artname Erste Aufn. Aufn. 2022 Differenz

Androsace alpina 3 0 -3 Alpen Mannsschild

Saxifraga androsacea 3 0 -3 Mannsschild-Steinbrech

Silene exscapa 10 6 -4 Si-Polsternelke

Cerastium cerastoides 4 0 -4 3-griffliges Hornkraut

Gentiana brachyphylla 16 11 -5 Kurzblättr. Enzian

Gentiana bavarica 9 2 -7 Bayrischer Enzian

Oreochloa disticha 21 13 -8 2-zeiliges Kopfgras

Bilder: www.infoflora.ch
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Urgestein
Magma

Granit und Basalt

Ost –West Symetrie 

Niedriger Nord- und Südrand  der KalkgebirgeMitigate?
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Ecological connectivy – green infrastructure in the Alps 
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The biosphere reserve Engiadina Val Müstair
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Restoration of a bog in the buffer zone of the UNESCO biosphere reserve
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Maintenance of a bog in the buffer zone of the UNESCO biosphere reserve
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Accept?
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Promotion of travel by public transport
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Increasing use of public transport

Gattiker et al.2024, unpubl.

Year
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Chamanna Cluozza: Best visited hut in the Swiss Alps 2024

1917 2024
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Fridge on the way
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Does sustainability pay off?  - Syrup versus soft drink

Selling 

price 

Cost of 

goods 

Flight Revenue

Soft drink 5 dl PET disposable bottle

(least effort)

5.50 1.45 0.50 3.55

Soft drink 5 dl open 

(from 1.5 litre PET disposable bottle)

5.50 0.80 0.50 4.20

Syrup 5 dl open

(regional or homemade, often organic)

6.00 0.35 0.05 5.60
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Effects

− Approximately 4’000 kg carried to the 

hut, mainly fresh products

− 8 helicpoter flights saved in one season

− Low storage space requirements

− No PET waste

− No need to carry drinks

− Varied range of drinks

− ‘Let's try the other varieties...’ Guests 

often drink more
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Restoration of the area around the visitor center
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Restoration of the area around the visitor center
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As a IUCN category 1a protected 

area, the SNP is limited in terms 

of climate mitigation measures in 

the area.

In this context, the SNP serves as 

a comparative laboratory for the 

surrounding area.

Conclusion
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In addition, we can support the region in implementing measures to mitigate 

climate change.

Conclusion
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Conclusion

There are no limits to our ability to 

set an example, show people the 

consequences of climate change 

in nature and encourage them to 

use resources sustainably.
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