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Convention on the Rights of the Child @ 30
Towards a charter on children’s rights in the digital context 
 Non-discrimination (article 2)
 Evolving capacities (article 5)
 The right to be heard (article 12)
 Freedom of expression (article 13) and access to information (article 17)
 Freedom of association (article 15)
 Right to privacy and respect for confidentiality (article 16)
 Parents' joint responsabilities (article 18)
 Protection from violence (article 19) and sexual exploitation and abuse (article 34)
 Right to education (articles 28 & 29)

Recommendations
 Consider children’s rights online and offline in its reviews of State party reports;
 Pursue children’s access to information with systematic reference to articles 13 

and 17 or the CRC; 
 Make recommendations against the imposition of disproportionate and 

discriminatory restrictions on children’s access to information - online and 
offline - which are not in conformity with the Convention as a whole.





Growing up online has its tremendous possibilities –
and its perils

 More than 175,000 children go online for the first time every day – a new child every half second.

 Over 40 per cent of the young people polled began using the Internet before they were 13-years-old. 

 80% of 18 years old believe that children and adolescents are at danger of being sexually abuse or 
taken advantage of online.

 57% of 18 years old think their friend participate in risky behavior online

 36% of 18 years old strongly think they can tell when people are lying about who they are online.

Findings are from a 2016 UNICEF/Ipsos global poll of more than 10,000 18-year-olds in 25 countries, representing worldwide coverage
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 responses of 13,679 
children and young 
people from over 23 
countries in Europe

 violence and climate 
change at the top of 
children’s fears. 

 53% of children and 
young people worry 
about not finding a job.



Safer Internet Day, February 2019: UNICEF 
calls for concerted action to prevent bullying 
and harassment for the over 70 per cent of 
young people online worldwide. Thirty years 
after the adoption of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and the creation of the 
World Wide Web, it’s time for renewed 
focus on children’s digital rights.

According to data from UNESCO on the prevalence of 
cyberbullying in high income countries, the proportion of 
children and adolescents who are affected by 
cyberbullying ranges from 5 per cent to 21 per cent, with 
girls appearing to be more likely to experience 
cyberbullying than boys.

UNICEF warned of the dangers posed by online violence, 
cyberbullying and digital harassment for the 70.6 per cent of 
young people aged 15 to 24 years old who are online globally, 
and called for concerted action to tackle and prevent violence 
against children and young people online.

In honor of the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, UNICEF is also calling for renewed urgency and 
cooperation to put children’s rights at the forefront of digital efforts. As 
part of this, UNICEF is implementing programs to leverage the internet’s 
promise of connectivity and education on behalf of the world’s children. 
(UNICEF’s Internet of Good Things)
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U report in 30 countries

 1 in 3 young people said they have 
been a victim of online bullying

 1 in 5 reporting having skipped school 
due to cyberbullying and violence

 almost 3/4 of young people also said 
social networks, including Facebook, 
Instagram, Snapchat and Twitter, are 
the most common place for online 
bullying.

 Some 32% of those polled believe 
governments should be responsible for 
ending cyberbullying, 31 per cent said 
young people and 29 per cent said 
internet companies.

As we mark the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, we must ensure children’s rights are at the forefront of 
digital safety and protection policies.

To end online bullying and violence in and around schools, UNICEF 
and partners are calling for urgent action from all sectors in the 
following areas:
 Implementation of policies to protect children and young people 

from cyberbullying and bullying.
 Establishment and equipment of national helplines to support 

children and young people.
 Advancement of ethical standards and practices of social 

network providers specifically in regards to the collection, 
information and management of data. 

 Collection of better, disaggregated evidence about children and 
young people’s online behavior to inform policy and guidance.

 Training for teachers and parents to prevent and respond to 
cyberbullying and bullying, particularly for vulnerable groups.




