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Resources on the Roma Genocide in North Macedonia

➢ Educational material

➢ Information material

“Roma and the Holocaust from the Second World War” was the topic for the panel discussion organised 
by IDEA (International Debate Education Association) Southeast Europe on Wednesday, 18th 
September 2013, at the “Citizens for European Macedonia” Club in Skopje. At the event IDEA Southeast 
Europe promoted the Croatian translation of “Pharrajimos: The Fate of the Roma During the 
Holocaust”, book that offers readers chronologies of the Pharrajimos in the Third Reich and in Hungary 
and general background on the Roma in Europe before and during World War II.

Report of the CEDIME-SE, Centre for Documentation and Information on Minorities in Europe - 
Southeast Europe: “MINORITIES IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE, Roma of Macedonia” from 2000 states that 
the Roma of Macedonia were spared from extermination unlike the Jewish population in Macedonia 
who was sent to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. The reason was the Roma’s adherence 
to Islam, as well as their general trend of declaring themselves as other minorities. However, some 
individual non-Muslim Roma who revealed their ethnicity were sent to the death camps. Others were 
sent to the Bulgarian interior and were used as forced labour. Some of those Roma were maltreated 
and died in Bulgaria.

The Holocaust in Macedonia, 1941-1945, by Balkanalysis.com Editorial Team, Balkanalysis.com 
(Balkanalysis.com), issue: 01 / 2004, pages: 17
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7_YgYULLsxOWnk5RnNkQkUySUk/view?usp=sharing
http://www.artresor.hr/hr/knjige/25017/Pharrajimos-1
http://www.artresor.hr/hr/knjige/25017/Pharrajimos-1
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7_YgYULLsxOOXp2QmxDZWxCMUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7_YgYULLsxOaGFmSkxSYVJCa3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7_YgYULLsxOaGFmSkxSYVJCa3M/view?usp=sharing
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➢ Multimedia material

1971: “Istrel” (Gunshot), Yugoslavia, historical movie, directed by Branko Gapo, produced by Bosna 
film, 94 min
This excerpt from the film is about commencement of the Macedonian resistance against Nazi Bulgarian 
rule on 11th October 1941. It is based on factual events that took place in Macedonia after the Nazi 
Bulgarian invasion of Macedonia during World War II. The clip shows Bulgarian genocide and re-
education camps in Macedonia. Bulgarian Nazis did not forget to leave out the Jews and the Gypsies, 
both of whom were targets of genocide along with the Macedonian people after Bulgaria's invasion of 
Macedonia.

1971: “The Macedonian Part of Hell”, Yugoslavia, historical movie, directed by Vatroslav Mimica, 
produced by Macedonia film Skopje.
This excerpt from the film relates to a true event from World War II in Bulgarian-occupied Macedonia - 
a random act of genocide committed by Bulgarians against the Macedonian people. At the end of 1942 
and the beginning of 1943, the Bulgarian fascist occupiers intensify the oppression and torture of the 
civilians in order to prevent the spreading of the Revolution for the liberation of Bitola's environs.

2012: "Treto poluvreme" (The third half), “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, historical 
drama, directed by Darko Mitrevski, co-produced by Kino Oko, fx3x, I/O Post, 113 min
A film that deals with Macedonian football during World War II and the deportation of Jews from 
Macedonia. It is a story of love during wartime between a Macedonian and a Jewish girl and a country's 
passion for soccer.

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10006804
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