Resources on the Roma Genocide in Czech Republic

» Educational material

Education about the Holocaust of Roma and Sinti in the Czech Republic is delivered through
museums, digital platforms, oral history projects, school workshops and specialised educational
programmes. In recent years, considerable efforts have been made to integrate the history of
the Roma Holocaust into broader Holocaust education and to provide teachers and students with
accessible, evidence-based resources.

Museum of Romani Culture — Educational Programmes

The Museum of Romani Culture (Muzeum romské kultury) is the leading institution providing
education on the history of Roma and the Holocaust of Roma and Sinti in the Czech Republic.
Through its permanent exhibitions, guided tours, workshops and educational programmes at the
Memorial to the Holocaust of the Roma and Sinti in Moravia (Hodonin u Kunstatu) and the
Memorial to the Holocaust of the Roma and Sinti in Bohemia (Lety u Pisku), the museum
combines historical education with oral history and site-based learning. Educational activities are
tailored for pupils, students, teachers and the general public.

Website: https://www.rommuz.cz/en/

Stories of Romani Holocaust Survivors (2024-2026)

One of the newest educational initiatives is the project Stories of Romani Holocaust Survivors,
implemented by Slovo 21 in cooperation with the Museum of Romani Culture and supported by
the EVZ Foundation. Running between 2024 and 2026, the project develops innovative
educational programmes for secondary school students based on authentic testimonies of
Holocaust survivors and their descendants. Workshops held at the Hodonin Memorial combine
historical interpretation with personal narratives, discussions and participatory methods, helping
students understand the human dimension of the Roma Holocaust. The project also includes a
travelling exhibition and educational activities in schools throughout the Czech Republic.
Website: https://www.slovo21.cz/

Pamét Roma (Memory of Roma)

The Pamét Roma (Memory of Roma) project is one of the most important oral history initiatives
documenting the experiences of Czech and Slovak Roma. Through filmed interviews, archival
documents and educational resources, it provides teachers and students with first-hand accounts
of wartime persecution, post-war reconstruction and intergenerational memory. The project
serves both as a research archive and as an educational tool promoting understanding of Roma
history and identity.

Website: https://www.pametromu.cz/

Holocaust.cz and the Database of Roma Victims

The Holocaust.cz portal maintained by the Terezin Initiative Institute provides extensive
educational materials on the Holocaust, including articles, archival documents, biographies and
teaching resources concerning the persecution of Roma and Sinti. Within this framework, the
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Database of Roma Victims of the Holocaust reconstructs individual biographies of Roma
persecuted during the Nazi occupation and enables students to explore the genocide through
personal life stories rather than anonymous statistics.

Website: https://www.holocaust.cz/en

Dejepis 21 and Images of War (Obrazy valky)
The Dejepis 21 (History 21) educational platform offers innovative digital teaching materials for
Czech schools. Its multimedia project Images of War (Obrazy valky) integrates the Holocaust and
the persecution of Roma into broader twentieth-century history through historical documents,
photographs, audiovisual testimonies, maps and interactive classroom exercises designed for
secondary education.
Websites:

e https://www.dejepis?1.cz/

e https://obrazyvalky.dejepis21.cz/

Educational resources at the Lety and Hodonin Memorials

Since the opening of the new memorials, educational activities increasingly incorporate site-
based learning, archaeological findings and survivor testimonies. Guided visits encourage
students to reflect on mechanisms of discrimination, exclusion and genocide while connecting
historical events with contemporary issues of racism and antigypsyism. Multimedia exhibitions,
interactive installations and documentary materials make these memorials important centres for
Holocaust education in the Czech Republic.

» Information material

(Auto)Biographies

Leapman, M. (1988). Witnesses to war: Eight true-life stories of Nazi persecution. New York:
Viking.

Elena Lackova (1997). Narodila jsem se pod stastnou hvézdou. Praha: Triada. [Text in Czech and
Romani; multiple translations available]

Erich Hackl (2001). Louceni se Sidonii. Praha: Argo. [Original in German]

Jana Horvathova (Ed.). (2004). Memodary romskych Zen; Elina, Sdga rodu Holomkd; Karolina, Cesta
Zivotem v cikanském voze. Brno: Muzeum romské kultury.

Louise Doughty (2007). Ohné v temnoté. Brno: Barrister & Principal. [Original in English]

Ceija Stojka (2008). Zijeme ve skrytu: Vyprdvéni rakouské Romky. Praha: Argo. [Original in
German]

Theatre

Lackova, E. (1956). Cigansky tabor; hra o 3 dejstvach, 4 obrazoch. Praha: Ceskoslovenské
divadelni a literarni jednatelstvi. [Original in Slovak]
https://www.romarchive.eu/en/collection/p/elena-lackova/

The play was written in 1946 and was performed with great success in Czechoslovakia between
1948 and 1950. In total, there were 106 performances.
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Music
There is one song about the topic. Itis called "Ausvits" ("Auschwitz") - in Romani - and it was sung
in the film Latcho Drom.

Reports on Matéo Maximoff in the Roma-themed section (Romové) of Czech Radio (Cesky
rozhlas):

O historii romského obyvatelstva ve Francii vypravi llsen About (2024)

Matéo Maximoff — prvni romsky spisovatel (2017)

Sudba ursitort (2008)

1997:“O, ty éerny ptacku” (“O You Blackbird of Death”). Documentary. Czech Republic.
Director: Bretislav Rychlik. 58 min.

Exhibitions

Exhibitions about WWII: The permanent exhibition “The Story of the Roma”
https://www.rommuz.cz/en/exhibitions-programme/permanent-exhibition-the-story-of-the-
roma/ at the Museum of Romani Culture includes the genocide of Roma and Sinti as a central
theme, with dedicated sections on Lety u Pisku and Hodonin u Kun$tatu.

Since 2016, remembrance has increasingly taken the form of public events, exhibitions and
memorial openings, including:
e Opening of the permanent exhibition at the Hodonin u Kunstatu memorial (2021)
e Demolition of the pig farm at Lety u Pisku (2022), enabling the creation of a dignified
memorial
e Opening of the Lety u Pisku Memorial (May 2024), including exhibitions and educational
programming
e Exhibition on survivors of the Lety camp at the Hodonin memorial (2024)
e Seasonal exhibition “Burnt-out villages” at the Hodonin memorial (2026 season)
e These developments mark a significant shift towards the institutionalisation of Roma
Holocaust remembrance in the Czech Republic.

Art exhibitions

There was an exhibition of C. Stojka’s paintings called "Living" (“Zit!”) in 2009: Museum of Romani
culture, from the 8th of April to the 19th of September 2009.

In 2007 there was a photo exhibition in the National Gallery with the title: “A Vanished World”.
The Committee for the Redress of the Romani Holocaust organised this event. The “Vybor pro
odskodni romského holocaustu” (VPORH) / “Committee for the Redress of the Roma Holocaust
is an association representing the interests of surviving Roma Holocaust victims and relatives of
victims in the Czech Republic.

Websites
https://www.holocaust.cz/
www.abchistory.cz/dejiny-romove-cikani.htm
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» Multimedia material

1992: | Rom (I popoli che scompaiono) (The Roma — The people who disappear)

Documentary. Italy. Director: Mario Gianni. 23 min.

About the history, culture and political situation of the Roma in Czechoslovakia. There are some
commentaries about the Nazi ideology and racial plans.

1997: O, ty éerny ptacku (O You Blackbird of Death)

Documentary. Czech Republic. Director: Bretislav Rychlik. 58 min.

About the experiences in concentration camps of Roma people from Bohemia, Moravia and
Silesia.

1999: svédectvi FrantiSka Daniela / FrantiSek Daniel (Witness Frantisek Daniel)
Documentary. Czech Republic. Director: Jan Gogola. 58 min.
It is the narration in a tragicomical way of a Roma ex-prisoner of concentration camps.

2002: ...to jsou tézké vzpominky (These are painful memories)

Documentary. Czech Republic. Director: Monika Rychlikova. 28 min.

About the life of Roma people in Bohemia and Moravia, drawn by stories of survivors, former
prisoners of concentration camps.

Horvathova, J. (ed.) (2004). Memoary romskych Zen; Elina, Sdga rodu Holomkd; Karolina,
Cesta Zivotem v cikanském voze (Memoirs of Roma Women). Brno: Muzeum romské kultury.
[This books explains the life and experiences of Elina Machalkova and Karolina Kozakova].

2021: Ako som sa stala partizankou (How | Became a Partisan)

Documentary. Slovakia/Czech Republic. Director: Vera Lackova. 90 min.

The filmmaker traces the story of her great-grandfather Jan Lacko and other forgotten Roma
partisans who fought against Nazism in former Czechoslovakia.
https://cinemanext.at/spotlights/vera-lackova?utm_source

2023: O Baripen — Odkaz Eleny Lackovej (The Legacy of Elena Lackova)

Documentary. Slovakia/Czech Republic. Director: Vera Lackova. 52 min.

A documentary dedicated to the life and legacy of Elena Lackova (1921-2003), one of the most
influential Romani writers, activists, and public intellectuals in former Czechoslovakia. Through
archival materials and witness testimonies, the film explores the Roma Holocaust, post-war
emancipation and Romani identity.
https://www.ji-hlava.com/filmy/o-baripen-odkaz-eleny-lackovej?version=classic&utm

2023: Roma Testimonies (Svédectvi Romu a Sintu)
Online audiovisual archive.
A digital archive of testimonies from Roma and Sinti Holocaust survivors from the Czech
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Republic, Slovakia and other European countries, providing access to survivor narratives,
photographs, documents, and historical materials. https://www.romatestimonies.org/
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