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 THE MEDITERRANEAN UNIVERSITY ON YOUTH 

AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP 

The Mediterranean University on Youth and Global Citizenship (MedUni) is an annual event since 2013 

that gathers active citizens and key actors from South and Eastern Mediterranean region and from 

Europe. 

The Network of Universities 

 

Inspired by the model of the University on Youth and Development that takes place annually in Mollina 

(Spain) since 2000, the MedUni is the youngest sister of the Network of Universities on Youth and Global 

Citizenship. Created in 2011, the network provides an exceptional space for young people and youth 

organisations around the world to meet, debate, build their capacities and co-operate on youth policy 

related issues. 

 

Every year a theme is chosen by the partners of the Network of Universities and is integrated in each 

ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

university and all the universities in the same year. It is also used as a basis for all the joint activities 

organised in the framework of the universities. 

University on Youth and Development 

Spain 

African University on Youth and Development 

Cape Verde and Kenya 

Mediterranean University on Youth and Global Citizenship 

Tunisia 
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   QUADRILOGUE 

Governements 

Civil 
society 

Local and regional 
authorities 

National 
parliaments 

 

The quadrilogue 

 

The MedUni responds to the objective of the North-South Centre (NSC) Youth Co-operation Programme 

to provide training and capacity-building for young people and youth organisations while facilitating 

their participation in decision and policy-making in the framework of quadrilogue initiatives. 

 

The quadrilogue aims at gathering 

representatives of governments, national 

parliaments, local and regional authorities 

and civil society. It helps to build bridges 

between political actors with different 

approaches, viewpoints and priorities, to 

generate constructive synergies and to offer 

a platform for structured dialogue and 

exchange of experience and good practices 

with a bottom-up approach. 

 

The activities of the MedUni mainly targets civil society organisations but actors of the quadrilogue are 

always present in the key moments of the programme. A strong focus on the quadrilogue is especially 

made for the training course on Structured Participation in Democratic Processes as the participants 

needs to become aware of these different levels of governance to become fully fledged actors. ThŀǘΩǎ 

why a whole session was dedicated to a meeting with representatives of the quadrilogue. 

It is also important to underline the strong support of the Tunisian government for this 4th edition of the 

MedUni, with high level representatives attending the ceremonies and delivering speeches. 

 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/About/Structure1_en.asp 

Democratic 

citizenship 

Youth 

opportunities 

Youth.org: actors 

for change 

Connecting 

identities 

2 0 1 3 2 0 14 2 0 15 2 0 16 

Annual theme of the Network of Universities 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/About/Structure1_en.asp
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2016: 4TH
 EDITION OF THE MEDUNI 

This 4th edition of the MedUni took place in the Centre de Vacances et de Loisirs pour Enfants, in 

Hammamet (Tunisia) and gathered more than 130 participants. The North-South Centre of the Council 

of Europe (NSC-CoE) organised it in co-operation with ƭΩhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻƛǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜ ƭŀ WŜǳƴŜǎǎŜ (ONJ) 

[Tunisia]; in partnership with the Consell Nacional de Joventut de Catalunya (CNJC) [Spain], the League 

of Arab States (LAS), Search for Common Ground [Tunisia], the Forum Nazionale dei Giovani (FNG) 

[Italy], the Anna Lindh Foundation (ALF) and the European Youth Forum (YFJ).  

The various activities aimed at mainstreaming human rights, intercultural dialogue and democratic 

citizenship. They are essential dimensions of global education and of the work with young people, 

especially in the framework of the Euro-Arab and Mediterranean Youth Co-operation. Another objective 

of these activities is to identify good practices and to share experiences that will be incorporated in 

concrete follow-up activities to ensure sustainable outcomes from the MedUni. 

Mainstreaming cross cutting issues 

 

  

Male  

47% 
Female 

53% 

Gender balance 

Quadrilogue representation  

Not only the gender-balance was respected regarding 
the participants, the teams and the guests but gender 
equality was the topic of one of the training organised 
by the NSC. 
A wide range of countries from Europe and from 
Southern and Eastern Mediterranean region were 
attending the event to offer a better representation of 
diverse realities and to foster intercultural dialogue. 



4
th

 MedUni | Connecting identities 
1-8 May 2016 ς Hammamet, Tunisia 

 

Joint theme: Connecting identities

The definition of identity is a paradox in itself. 

Dictionaries often give two meanings for the 

word identity. On the one hand, identitas (from 

[ŀǘƛƴύ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǎŀƳŜƴŜǎǎέΦ .ǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ 

identity refers to the essential character that 

defines somebody, that makes someone unique, 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

between the two dimensions of identity is 

essential not only to understand oneself but also 

to understand who I am in relation to the other. 

In turn, the confrontation between the two 

dimensions of identity is crucial to the 

understanding of inclusion and diversity. 

With its two dimensions, identity is a complex 

and contextually sensitive combination of 

elements, which define an individual through 

time, situations, contexts and settings. Identity 

encompasses physical, social, cultural, political, 

economic and geographical dimensions i.e. 

gender, religion or profession. It is multi-faceted. 

There are individual and collective identities. It 

can be self-assigned (how a person perceives 

himself or herself) and hetero-assigned (how 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅύΦ IƻƭŘƛƴƎ 

multiple identities can provide an individual with 

numerous benefits, such as opportunities for 

social interaction or accumulation of skills and 

abilities. Yet sometimes, as Amin Maalouf puts it, 

these many allegiances that forge identity 

conflict with one another and confront 

individuals with difficult choices. Such a process 

could lead to isolation and marginalisation, 

among other.  

Youth has a certain unique quality in a ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 

life and identity construction; it is a bridge 

between childhood and adulthood. It is during 

adolescence that young people have to negotiate 

their ideas about who they are with the social 

expectations of the wider society, including 

parents, teachers, peers and authorities (for 

example, local government or the police) and, at 

the same time, they have to make their own 

decisions of who they are or want to be1.  

Youth organisations and youth workers have a 

long tradition of supporting young people in their 

self-definition processes and in the 

understanding of the world around them. Youth 

organisations can provide a safe space for young 

people to develop their identity among people 

who can stabilise them and provide a social 

framework in which άidentity crisisέ can be 

overcome. Youth organisations also provide a 

good training ground to help others to overcome 

a crisis, transform conflicts, receive and give 

feedback, and develop many other competences 

needed to deal with other groups in the future 

and with many other identity crises to come. 

They are unique knowledge producers and 

educational providers, in formal, non-formal and 

informal settings. They have the expertise, 

pedagogical approach and the capacity to 

outreach and promote awareness. 

It is within this context, that the Network of the 

Universities on Youth and Global Citizenship 

identified Connecting identities as the 

overarching theme that will connect all different 

Universities in 2016. 

The full concept note is accessible here. 

                                                           
1 EU-CoE Youth Partnership (2012), Youth transforming conflict T-kit, 

accessible here, accessed 8 May 2017. 

2013 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/nscentre/News/2016/University_Network_youth_global-citizenship2016_EN.asp
http://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/1017981/7110680/T-Kit12_EN.pdf/9791dece-4a27-45e5-b2f1-b7443cb2125b


 

 

 

Connecting identities: the objectives of the University 

 

Identity: 
a source of problems and 

solutions 

Discussing to what extent questions of identity lie at the core of many 
current problems and solutions, such as how to combat radicalisation and 
violent extremism, ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻ9Ωǎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ƻƴ /ƻƳōŀǘǘƛƴƎ 
Violent Extremism and Radicalisation leading to Terrorism (2015-2017). 
In this sense, it is not only essential but fruitful for youth 
organisations/workers as well as for young people to learn more about 
their oǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ. 

   

   

Global youth work 

Promoting and advocating global youth work in order to increase the 
consideration people - especially policy-makers and practitioners ς have of 
the connection between globalisation, identity and sense of belonging; but 
also the implications regarding national policies and programmes. 

   

   

5th cycle 
of structured dialogue 

with young people 

Contributing to the 5th cycle of structured dialogue with youth people in 
the Trio Presidency (the Netherlands-Slovakia-Malta, from January 2016 to 
June 2017) and in the CoEΩǎ Action Plan on Building Inclusive Societies 
(2016-2019). 

   

   

Towards inclusive 
societies 

Sharing existing ways and identifying new ways to work towards inclusive 
societies. 
Discussing the role that international organisations, national, regional and 
local authorities could play in promoting and ensuring inclusive societies. 

   

   

Global citizenship 
Development education 

Sharing good practices and methodologies to promote global 
citizenship/development education. 
Building skills to develop the democratic culture bearing in mind that the 
complexity of identity-related issues poses educational challenges which 
require specific competencies. 
Improving the recognition and support for new learning settings 
emphasising youth work and to non-formal and informal learning. 

   

   

Connecting identities 
Furthering the rŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 
sessions that allow inter- and intra-regional approaches with all the groups 
of participants, mainly through creative workshops and arts. 
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JOINT PROGRAMME 

Since 2014, the joint programme has become a major component of the activities of the MedUni. It is a 

creative common space which gives participants the opportunity to interact informally, network, share 

and reflect upon different perspectives and approaches. Moreover it allows them to go out from their 

own community, from their own field to exchange with others. 

 
Sunday 1

st
 Monday 2

nd
 Tuesday 3

rd
 Wednesday 4

th
 Thursday 5

th
 Friday 6

th
 Saturday 7

th
 

Sunday 

8
th

 

8:00-9:00 

A 

R 

R 

I 

V 

A 

L 

S 

Breakfast  

9:00-10:30 PARTNERSô ACTIVITIES 

D 

E 

P 

A 

R 

T 

U 

R 

E 

S 

10:30- 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-13:00 Opening                                PARTNERSô ACTIVITIES 

13:00-14:30 Lunch break 

14:30-16:00 PARTNERSô ACTIVITIES 

16:00-16:30 Coffee break 

16:30-18:00 

PARTNERSô ACTIVITIES 
Joint 

session 

PARTNERSô 

ACTIVITIES 

Conclusions 

and closing 

18:00-18:30 

18:30-19:30 Free time Free time 

19:30-21:00 Dinner 

21:00 
Welcome 

evening 

Connecting 

identities 

Sharing 

workshops 
Free evening 

Connecting 

identities 

Connecting 

identities 

Farewell 

evening 
  

Programme of the 4th MedUni (1-8 May 2016) 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ activities 

It refers to all the activities organised during the week by 

the North-South Centre and its partners, that is to say: 

training courses, meetings, focus group and workshop. 

Joint activities 

It includes the opening and closing ceremonies; the 

joint session and six evenings which are facilitated by 

the joint team. 

  

Who is the joint team? 

They are experienced trainers coming 
from the core partners of the MedUni 
and from the region. All of them had 
an educational background and 
multifaceted creative competences 
which guaranteed a pedagogical 
approach based on global education 
for a fruitful intercultural learning 
experience. 
The mission of the joint team is to 
build bridges between participants and 
to go further on in the discussion 
about the topic in a relaxed and 
creative atmosphere. Throughout the 
week, time is dedicated to these 
activities, mainly in the evenings. 
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Opening ceremony 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The opening ceremony was held at the beginning of the week in the presence of the core partners, the 

participants and high level institutional guests, including the Tunisian Minister for Youth and Sports. It 

highlights the important support of the Tunisian government, especially through the help of the 

Observatoire National de la Jeunesse without whom the MedUni would not exist. 

At first, Ms Silvia Pieretto, Coordinator of the joint 

programme and Ms Pascale Müller, Coordinator of the 

media team presented the week programme. Both of 

them encouraged the participants to interact with 

MedUni social media platforms.  

Mr José Frederico Ludovice, Executive Director of the 

North-South Centre welcomed everyone and introduced 

the framework of the Euro-Arab Youth Co-operation 

Programme of the North-South Centre. Then he 

moderated this opening ceremony during which the 

partners shared their expectations and commitment to 

the process. 

All the prominent speakers shed the light on the 

difficulties faced by youth on many levels, starting from 

creating their unique identity to finding job opportunities, 

and focused on the occasion for discovering each another 

in such an intercultural event. The Tunisian hosting 

organisation as well as the Minister for Youth and Sports 

expressed their pleasure of hosting the MedUni for the 4th 

Speakers 

Mr Maher Ben Dhia 
Tunisian Minister for Youth and Sports 
Mr Mohamed Jouili 
Director General, Observatoire 
National de la Jeunesse (Tunisia) 
Mr José Frederico Ludovice 
Executive Director of the North-South 
Centre, Council of Europe 
Mr William Massolin 
Head of Office, Council of Europe Office 
in Tunis 
Ms Saousen Rahmouni 
Coordinator of the Youth and 
Leadership Programme, Search for 
Common Ground (Tunisia) 
Ms Marta Rosique 
Secretary for International 
Cooperation, Consell Nacional de 
Joventut de Catalunya (Spain) 

̄ʱƶɔȺĊ Ĝȡ ƖƶȺ ȺĊ± íɔȺɔȉ± bɔȺ 
ȺĊ± Ǻȉ±ȡ±ƖȺ ƶí |±ƌƶlȉ"lʲ˱̅ 

Ms Saousen Rahmouni 

Coordinator of the Youth and Leadership 

Programme, Search for Common Ground 




































