
Call for proposals for ad hoc youth initiatives “Living and building 
democracy” (2026.C3.C)

Questions & Answers

Update: 21 July 2026

Q1: Could you please let me know the steps I should follow to submit an application, 
particularly regarding the registration process for the European Youth Foundation?

A: To apply for any call, your organisation must be registered with European Youth Foundation 
(EYF) as per the eligibility criteria outlined in the specific call for proposal. Below you will find 
the steps you should follow, focusing particularly on the registration process:

-  Registration

Interested candidates who are not yet registered with the Foundation must first create an 
account and submit their registration request at support4youth.coe.int. For applicants who are 
not yet registered with the European Youth Foundation, the online granting system will be 
available for creating a new registration form for a youth organisation by end of July 2026.

Your organisation's registration must be validated by the EYF secretariat before the deadline 
for the specific call for proposals you wish to apply for.

-  Application

Once your registration is approved, your NGO can submit applications for grants using the 
EYF online grant management system, in line with the open calls for proposals and funding 
priorities.

You may check the Guide for the grants of the EYF to understand all the steps of the granting 
process taking place in the EYF online grant management system.

Q2: We are interested in applying for an upcoming European Youth Foundation grant. 
However, we understand that organisations must first be registered and approved 
through the EYF organisation application procedure before they can apply for a specific 
grant. We noticed that the organisation application procedure is currently closed. Could 
you kindly let us know when it is expected to reopen?

We would also be grateful if you could advise whether, once the organisation 
application procedure opens, there will be sufficient time for a new organisation to 
complete the registration and approval process before submitting an application for 
the relevant grant call.

A: We expect that the new online platform will be available at the end of July or early August. 
We will then process the new NGO registration requests swiftly so that registered 
organisations can apply in this new system. 

We ask that you carefully read the Guide to the Grants of the EYF on pages 17 and 19 to 
better understand the criteria on which we accept NGO registrations on the EYF system. The 
model form of registration and the information required from the NGOs can be found here: 
Update on the registrations of youth organisations with the EYF - European Youth Foundation

https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation/-/update-on-the-registrations-of-youth-organisations-with-the-eyf


In the meantime, you can start to prepare the application based on the narrative and financial 
templates that are available on our website, so that when you the platform is live, you can 
input the information quickly.

The deadline for submissions is set at 1 September 23:59 CET, so in principle there should 
be enough time to process the registration request as well as to submit an application – for 
the registered NGOs.

Q3 : Les initiatives ad hoc nécessitent-elles un partenariat européen (binational ou pluri 
national) ?
R : L’appel à projets pour les initiatives ad hoc est accessible uniquement aux organisations 
de jeunesse locales ou nationales qui sont dûment inscrites dans le système de subventions 
en ligne du FEJ. 

Il n’est pas nécessaire pas d’avoir un partenariat européen (binational ou pluri national) pour 
faire une demande de subvention – l’initiative peut être portée par une seule structure.

Nous souhaitons vous attirer l’attention sur les critères d’inscription auprès du FEJ qui peuvent 
être consultés dans notre Guide des subventions du FEJ aux pages 18-20, et tenons à vous 
informer que la plateforme pour faire une demande d’inscription auprès du FEJ 
sera accessible à partir de la fin juillet ou début août au plus tard au lien: 
support4youth.coe.int. 

Q4: We would like to ask for a clarification regarding the timeframe for the 
implementation of the activities.

Point 2.3 of the call document ("Implementation period") states that "The initiatives 
must start between 1 October and 31 December 2026 and have a duration of maximum 
6 months"; this would mean that the activities would start between 1 October and 31 
December 2026, and they would need to end after maximum 6 months, i.e. between 1 
April and 30 June 2027. After that, there would be two months for reporting, which 
would place the final closing in August 2027 at the latest. However, point 7 of the call 
document ("Indicative timetable"), places the beginning of the implementation period 
in December 2026, the end of the implementation period in December 2027, and the 
reporting phase up to 29 February 2028; this seems to suggest that either the activity 
can last up to 12 months, or that the maximum implementation period of 6 months can 
actually start in June 2027.

We found this piece of information somewhat conflicting; before putting together a 
proposal, we would like to request a clarification with regards to the timeframe of 
implementation for the activities.

A: We apologise for the mistake in the call which has now been corrected. The timeframe for 
this call is as follows: 
The initiatives must start between 20 November and 31 December 2026 and have a duration 
of maximum 6 months. 
The implementation of the projects shall not extend beyond 30 June 2027.
The reporting on grants can be made up to 31 August 2027 (2 months after the projects end 
date).

Q5: I would like to kindly request clarification on the eligibility criteria for organisations. 
I am eager to understand whether unregistered, refugee-led youth groups [based 
outside the Council of Europe member states] can apply, and what steps we would 
need to take to meet the application requirements.

https://rm.coe.int/fr-guide-/48802c1c81


A: We would like to clarify that, to apply for EYF grants, organisations must be registered in 
the EYF granting system. This requires formal registration in one of the 46 member States of 
the Council of Europe. Unfortunately, organisations based outside these member states are 
not eligible to register or apply for EYF grants. To be assessed for the registration process, 
youth organisations must:
• be non-governmental and non-profit;
• have their own statute and governance rules that demonstrate a democratic governance and 
youth participation approach;
• have a primary focus on youth-related activities and run activities for young people;
• work for and with young people;
• be managed, in relation to their programmes and budget, by young people;
• have members aged 15 to 30 included, for a vast majority of their overall members (they 
could, in addition, have younger or older members than this age range);
• work in line with the Council of Europe values and principles;
• be registered in one of the countries which is a European Youth Foundation Member (in the 
case of a network, this only applies to the headquarters’ organisation and other members, not 
to the network as such). 
For more information for the registration process, please visit the Guide to the Grants of the 
European Youth Foundation. 

Q6: Can a local or national youth organisation from Azerbaijan apply to this call?

A: Yes, a local or national youth organisation based in Azerbaijan can apply to this call, as 
Azerbaijan is a member of the Council of Europe and therefore an EYF Member State.

In order to be eligible for a grant, an applicant must: 
1. be registered in the granting system of the European Youth Foundation as a local youth 
organisation or as a national youth organisation; 
2. have a bank account that can accept euros; 
3. have sufficient financial capacity (stable and sufficient sources of funding) to maintain its 
activity throughout the period for which the grant is awarded and to participate by way of its 
own resources (including human resources or in-kind contributions)1; 
4. have sufficient operational and professional capacity, including staff and volunteers, to carry 
out activities described in its project proposal. 

For registration requirements and further information, please consult the Guide to the Grants 
of the European Youth Foundation and Update on the registrations of youth organisations with 
the EYF - European Youth Foundation. 

Q7: May a project coordinator who is 34 lead the application if the initiative is designed 
by, with and primarily for young people aged 15–30 and youth representatives hold 
meaningful decision-making roles?

A: Yes, it is possible. 

Q8: Can a previously established youth organisation that is being reactivated, or a 
newly formed disability-inclusive youth organisation, register with the EYF for this call?

A: Yes, both a previously established youth organisation that is being reactivated, as well as 
a newly formed disability-inclusive youth organisation, can register with the EYF for this call, 
provided they meet the eligibility criteria outlined in the Guide to the Grants of the European 
Youth Foundation. 

The registration process includes an assessment to ensure that the organisation aligns with 
EYF requirements. To be eligible, youth organisations must:

https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation/-/update-on-the-registrations-of-youth-organisations-with-the-eyf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-youth-foundation/-/update-on-the-registrations-of-youth-organisations-with-the-eyf
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb


• be non-governmental and non-profit;
• have their own statute and governance rules that demonstrate a democratic governance and 
youth participation approach;
• have a primary focus on youth-related activities and run activities for young people;
• work for and with young people;
• be managed, in relation to their programmes and budget, by young people;
• have members aged 15 to 30 included, for a vast majority of their overall members (they 
could, in addition, have younger or older members than this age range);
• work in line with the Council of Europe values and principles;
• be registered in one of the countries which is a European Youth Foundation Member (in the 
case of a network, this only applies to the headquarters’ organisation and other members, not 
to the network as such). 

For additional information on requirements for different types of NGOs, please refer to pages 
17–18 of the Guide to the Grants of the European Youth Foundation.

Q9: Would an initiative focused on disability-inclusive civic participation, accessible 
information, human rights and barriers to participation fit the call’s objectives?

A: Yes, an initiative focused on disability-inclusive civic participation, accessible information, 
human rights, and barriers to participation would fit the objectives of this call. The call aims to 
support youth initiatives that create space for learning about democracy and human rights, 
equip young people with citizenship skills, and address specific challenges to participation in 
democratic processes. 

Q10: What is the maximum grant amount and expected project duration?

A: Applicants may request a maximum grant of €8 000. The initiatives must start between 20 
November and 31 December 2026 and have a duration of maximum 6 months.

Q11: Could an eligible local or national youth organisation registered with the EYF 
submit the application and implement the project in cooperation with a European 
network?

A: As stated in the call for proposal overview document section 5.1 Eligibility criteria, this 
call is open to youth organisations registered as local or national NGOs (to find out what we 
mean by this you can check our Guide to the EYF Grants on pages 17-19), therefore local or 
national member organisations of a European network can indeed apply to this call, provided 
they are duly registered within the European Youth Foundation grant making system by the 
deadline set in the call. 

Q12: Would a project involving young participants from several Council of Europe 
member states be eligible if it is submitted and managed by an eligible local or national 
youth organisation?

A: Section 2.4 Participants of the call for proposal document indeed foresees the possibility 
to involve participants from other Council of Europe member states in the project.

Q13: Nous sommes une organisation basée au Cameroun. Avant de soumettre une 
candidature formelle, nous souhaitons vous adresser les questions suivantes :

https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb
https://rm.coe.int/guide-v1-29-1-2026/48802a72cb


1. Une organisation de jeunesse enregistrée en dehors des États membres du Conseil 
de l'Europe (en l'occurrence au Cameroun) est-elle éligible à cet appel à propositions, 
ou l'éligibilité est-elle réservée aux organisations basées en Europe ?

2. Dans le cas où une organisation africaine peut postuler, quelles sont les conditions 
spécifiques à remplir notamment en matière d'enregistrement préalable auprès du FEJ 
et quel est le délai nécessaire pour compléter cet enregistrement avant la date de 
clôture du 1er septembre 2026 ?

3. Est-il possible de postuler en partenariat avec une organisation membre du Conseil 
de l'Europe, et si oui, notre organisation pourrait-elle être porteuse ou co-porteuse du 
projet ? Sinon, est-ce que notre organisation peut avoir accès au réseau des OSC de 
jeunesse en Europe enregistré au FEJ pour une mise en réseau de collaboration? 

A : De par ses statuts ou son règlement opérationnel, le Fonds européen pour la jeunesse ne 
soutient pas des structures de jeunesse qui ne sont pas basées dans l’un des 46 pays 
membres du Conseil de l’Europe, par conséquent votre organisation ne serait pas éligible aux 
subventions du FEJ.

Votre structure peut effectivement être partenaire d’un porteur de projet, mais les activités 
soutenues par le FEJ doivent aussi se dérouler dans l’un des états membres du Conseil de 
l’Europe. Le FEJ ne soutient pas des activités sur le continent africain.
Nous vous invitons à lire le guide des subventions du FEJ qui peuvent expliquer les critères 
de base des projets soutenus par le Fonds.

Nous vous invitons également à consulter notre future plateforme en ligne 
(support4youth.coe.int) qui sera disponible à partir du mois d’août et qui présentera sur une 
page les organisations enregistrées auprès du FEJ pour une mise en réseau.

Q14: Can the budget cover accessible formats, assistive technology, personal 
assistance, interpretation, participant travel, accommodation and other reasonable 
accessibility costs?

A: Yes. However, due to the limited amount of the grant, some of these costs might need to 
be covered by other sources of funding.

Q15: Is additional support available through the Equal Access Fund for disability-
related participation costs?

A: The Equal Access Fund is a fund that is launched on an ad hoc basis and is eligible only 
for ongoing projects. It is also capped at maximum 10% of the grant amount. Therefore, 
should your proposal be supported through a grant, you might benefit from this fund, but only 
for the amount of 800 EUR (equivalent to 10% of the 8 000 EUR maximum grant), subject to 
availability of resources. 

Q16: May activities combine local in-person sessions with accessible online or hybrid 
participation?

A: Yes.

Q17: Are international mobility or exchange components eligible, and if so, can travel 
and accommodation be covered?

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168008f623
https://search.coe.int/cm#%7B%22CoEIdentifier%22:[%220912594880289d00%22],%22sort%22:[%22CoEValidationDate%20Descending%22]%7D
https://rm.coe.int/fr-guide-/48802c1c81


A: According to the call for proposal overview document, in section 2.2 Activities, the 
initiatives supported through this call must show impact for young people and their local 
communities. However, if an international mobility or exchange component is included, it 
needs to be justified in the proposal and make sense for the overall initiative.

Q18: Is the registration and granting platform fully accessible with screen readers, 
and can alternative support be provided during registration and submission?

A: We are verifying this information with our developing company. We can provide some 
support in the form of advice; however the process of registration and application needs to 
be done by the youth representative, we cannot apply or fill out the forms on their behalf.
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