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Digital technologies unlock vast opportunities yet also pose profound risks. They are intrinsic to the 
professional, personal or social lives of countless women, especially among younger generations. While 
they are powerful tools for advancing gender equality and strengthening democracy, they can also be 
weaponised to work against them. The fast-paced online environment enables the widespread dissemination 
of gender biases and stereotypes, overt hate speech and incitements to violence sometimes under the shield 
of anonymity. Silencing women’s voices is an attack on democratic values. Using technology to facilitate 
violence with chilling, silencing consequences makes such attacks massive. 

National authorities, institutions, civil society and the private sector have a crucial role to play to 
keep all women and girls safe and prevent the normalisation of this increasing type of violence. While the 
number of female public figures is certainly increasing, those women and girls bear the brunt of technology-
facilitated violence because of entrenched gender biases which are as prevalent online as offline. Women in 
the public eye are prime targets and disproportionately endure the harmful consequences, including to their 
safety, mental health, dignity and reputation.

The event will explore promising initiatives and measures in the public and private sectors to prevent 
and combat digital violence against women and to facilitate its reporting in line with the Council of Europe 
Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul 
Convention) and General Recommendation No.1 on the digital dimension of violence against women. 
Bringing together political leaders, journalists, international partners, tech industry representatives and civil 
society, the side-event will examine how to prevent the normalisation of digital violence and how to 
amplify the voices of women and girls engaged in public or political activism.


