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Legislation, guidance and policy context

Public Law - childrenin care proceedings
e ChildCareAct1991: Section26
e Givingavoice to children’s wishes, feelings and interests Guidance on
the Role, Criteria for Appointment, Qualifications and Training of
Guardians ad Litem Appointed for Childrenin Proceedings under the
Child Care Act, 2009. Children’s Act Advisory Board
e ChildCare (Amendment)Act 2022

Private Family Law

e Section32(1)(a) of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964

e Section4/ of the Family Law Act 1995

e Section?2/ of the Domestic Violence Act 2018

e “Review of the Role of Expert Reportsin the Family Law Process” 2024
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Role and Qualifications

® Typicallyappointedthroughout

length of proceedingsin
approx. 60% of cases to
‘independently establish the
wishes, feelings and interests
of the child and present themto
the court with
recommendations”.
Qualificationsin social work,
psychology or otherrelevant
third level qualification.

At least five years’
postgraduate experience in
child welfare/ protection
systems

® Appointedtocompleteone report,
that focuseson

O

or

Welfare of the child - reports
orderedin5-10% of casesin
district(lower) courtsand 50 %
in High Court

Voice of the child -rate of
reports ordered differs greatly
fromjudge tojudgeinlower
courtsand 50% in High Court

® Mostare qualifiedinsocialworkor
psychology

® Significant delays due to smallnumber
of expertreportersand notenough
courttime set aside to hearfamily law
matters
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Recruitment, selection, induction and training

e bLyears+experience e Clinical supervision e Detailed practice
in child protection or every 4-6 weeks manual
relatedfield e Matchedwitha e Induction;

e Rigorousinterview + mentor for first year o Directwork with
threereferences + e Quarterlyteam children
police checks meetings o Reportwriting

e Ongoingregistration e Standardisedcourt o Collaborative
with relevant report templates working
regulatory body o Understanding

trauma
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Regular ongoing training

Traumainformed practice

Working with young people who identify as Trans

Working with children who are on the Autism spectrum

Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

Domesticviolence and coercive control

Sexual exploitation of young people

Children’srights and new case law/legislation

Personality disorders and other hard to diagnose mental health
issues
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Clarity of role

-

Information

Representation
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Guardian ad Litem Independence

Practice .
Inclusiveness

Inquiry into the child’s circumstances
Interests of the child

Evaluation and report

Attendance at court

Closing the case
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This model provides a pathway to help conceptualise Article 12 of the
UNCRC, It focuses on four distinet, albeit interrelated, elements, The
four elements have a rationel chronological order,
Space Voice Audience Influence
S oo WG IS Purposeful
« Importance of sienialenchaie minfhe Wenedlo o cpproprate relationship that
form and s their agn "
Capturing child’s ek | | e facilitates child’s
views in theirown understanding of
proceedings, creates
words, . i
diff o opportunities for child
Ifferentiating to express their views
clearly between and provides child
child’s views and Loy with clear sense of
own views EXPRESS MIEWYS Court’sinterestin
hearing their views
and perspective
IR ROPIIONAEVIENS before arriving at a

decision
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Gathering the Child’s views
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Representing the child in proceedings -
GAL assessment

Interviewing:

Child/Children

Key family members

Key social work and care staff

Schools, GP, therapist psychologist,
psychiatrist etc

Foster Carers

Reading social work files

Deciding whether expert opinion is needed
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Developmentsin Irish

practice:
1. National GAL service {for public

law cases
2. Dedicated Family Law Courts

service nationally
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Thank you!
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