Building a Europe

for

children

and with

y—
@)
+—
(-
)
IS
(G-
©
(@R
)
a

Media and
Commun

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

ions &

t

ICa

NSEIL DE LEUROPE

CO




MINISTERS’ DEPUTIES CM Documents CM(2020)59-final 1July 2020

1380 meeting, 15t July 2020

6 Social cohesion

6.2 Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2016-2021) -
Second report on the implementation of the Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child

T A RN N FTRDSSS P SN 2 W NS O N R TR TR

12. Impact has been S|gn|f|cant bu varled across the five priority areas at the national level. 20 member States
indicated that the Strategy had been particularly positively implemented in the area of equal opportunities for all children; 20 in
participation for all children; 17 in a life free from violence from all children; 18 on child-friendly justice; and 14 in the rights of the

child in the digital environment. 13 member States felt that implementation of the Strategy had been particularly positive in all

five priority areas.
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100. At member State IeveI there is S|gn|f|cant ewdence of p05|t|ve outcomes under th|s priority area. Slnce 2016, 34
member States have changed legislation or policy to protect children in the digital environment. National strategies, action plans

or other policy mechanisms have been introduced to protect or provide for children online in 8 member States.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/27073477@N00/145287882
https://www.flickr.com/photos/27073477@N00
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Children’s concerns and recommendations, based on consultations in eight
countries

Children are unanimous that everyone should have access to the internet, and
that some access should be free of charge and non-discriminatory.

They value internet access for learning, play, socialising and expression. To
support this, the most common call from children is for digital literacy educa-
tion in the state curriculum.

Children are aware of their right to play but differ in their views of what kinds
of play, and how much play, is advisable online.

Children recognise the importance of their evolving capacities, realising that 4
they understand the digital environment better as they get older.

Equality is of overarching importance to children, and it is especially prioritised
by more vulnerable groups and those likely to experience discrimination such as
those with learning disabilities, ethnic minorities and unaccompanied minors.

Respect for private and family life was especially emphasised by vulnerable
groups — with the importance of staying in touch emphasised by asylum-
seeker children, for instance.

One main concern centred on data protection and the right to privacy. Linking &
this to safety, children worry about how their photos might be misused, or 5
how abuse of their personal information could lead to being hurt offline, in
their real lives!

They called for child-friendly, easily understandable terms and conditions and
other measures so that they can make their own decisions about engaging
with websites and apps.

Children value support and guidance from parents and caregivers, but they
emphasise also the importance of balanced, and not unduly protective
measures.

While aware of online risks such as cyberbullying, grooming and hate speech,
children called for more information and better sources of support, as often §
they do not know where to turn for help when needed.
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“Because of the internet children can now look up what their rights are.” (girl aged 17,
Belgium)



