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2022 Global findings



Democracy is in retreat around the world

Net movements towards and away from democracy



The quality of existing democracies is in decline

Democratic erosion over time



Democratic growth has also stalled



At the same time, public support for 
authoritarian values is growing

Public opinion on autocratic leadership

Source: World Values Survey



2022 Europe findings



Although democracy remains the main form of government 

in Europe, its performance is stagnant.

• Europe remains the most 

democratic region in the world

• However, its performance is 

stagnant, and in many cases, 

eroding. 

• Nearly 43% of democracies in 

Europe have suffered erosion. 

• Hungary and Poland are 

backsliding
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN EUROPE

Eroding democracy Non-democracy Non eroding democracy

Almost half of Europeans live in an eroding 

democracy



Europe’s non-democratic regimes have been further consolidated
in the last year. Russia has joined as the third autocratic regime in 
Europe.



Democracy becoming a fundamental protection against Russia’s war of aggression. New 

urgency to defend democracy at home. 



The way forward



Renewing Social Contracts



Trust

Prioritize accountability and 

transparency for renewed 

social contracts.

Prioritize the implementation

and enforcement of strategies 

and policies that

reduce corruption and 

rebuild public trust.

Protect the freedom of 

expression, including in 

online spaces.

The way forward



Youth 

Participation

Inclusion
Addressing inequality requires 

placing marginalized groups' 

needs front and center

Youth require meaningful 

participation in the development 

of policies that impact them

The way forward



Innovative 

Participation 
Mechanisms

International organisations, donor organizations 

and public authorities should invest more 

resources in innovative participation 

mechanisms to identify forms that work in 

different contexts. 

The way forward
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