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Primary effects

• Higher risk of complications

• Increased mortality because 
of chronic diseases

• Multimorbidity

• Aging prison populations

Secondary effects

• Overwhelming health care 
services

• Vector for community 
transmissions

Covid in 

prisons
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Covid not a threat only in itself, 

it is equally a threat to the fundamental 

rights of persons in custody
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Outline
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• What did we do?

• Results 

• Lessons learned

• EuroPris website 

• Knowledge Management System

• European Prison Information System



What did we do?
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• Covid-19 webpage

• Daily feedback collection

• KMS inquiry 

• DG meetings

Outputs: Daily feedback collection, 

reports to EC, topical fact sheets

Not verified data, neither representative 

for CoE region



Results
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Four phases

1) Immediate actions (February-June)

2) Stabilising the situation (July-October)

3) Second wave/Persisting over time (November-July)

4) Preparing for the unknown (August- ) 

Four themes

I. Protective measures

II. Prison population

III. Innovations

IV. Professional culture



Total infected
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Infected Deaths

Staff

Prisoners



Infected Isolated / quarantine Dead

Prisoner Staff Prisoner Staff Prisoner Staff

Slovenia 2 1 28 14

Poland 6 7 59 52

Slovakia 0* 0 6 2 *1 positive tested prisoner has recovered

Belgium 14 61* 50** *25 of the 61 are recovered and back at work; **on average 50 per day in quarantine

Czech Republic 1* 2** 3 8 * in pre-trial detention prison hospital; ** 11 recovered

Israel 0 7* 7 56 *6 all recovered

Spain 72* 17** 101 112 2 4 *84 total, 16 already recovered; ** 278 total, 257 already recovered

Catalonia 4* 33** *89 recovered; **128 already recovered

Sweden 125* ** 20-30 0 *107 recovered fully

Italy 132* 192** 1 2 * 2 of them are hospitalized; **184 of them penitentiary police / 8 administrative staff; 11 hospitalised

Austria 2* 7** 0 0 *2 already recovered, **7 already recovered, 481 inmates and 91 staff tested negative

Norway 0* 1** 69 *9 prisoners have recovered; ** 10 staff members have recovered

Netherlands 20* 1 *14 in prisons, of which 11 are recovered, 1 deceased and 1 released from prison; 6 in forensic care of which 5 are recovered

Hungary 0 1* 0 1* *1 infected staff member that is in quarantine

Finland 0 0* 6 1 *5 already recovered

Lithuania 0 0 0 0

Georgia 0 0 0 0

Latvia 0 0 0 0

Luxembourg 1 0 2* 0 *prisoners quarantined upon their arrival are not calculated. Every new detainee stays in isolation for 7 days before being transferred to regular sections. 

Malta* 0 0 0 0

Bulgaria 0 0 0 0

Romania 0 9

Estonia 0 4 some some

Denmark 0* 0 *1 prisoner is recovered

Moldova 1 7 9 28 0 0

France 35 51 127 312 1 1

Portugal 0 7

Ireland 0* 47** 15***

Have you introduced technology as a replacement for rub down searches. If yes, what technology? How effective it is estimated to be? Could this become a replacement for close searching in the longer term?

Estonia Estonian Prison Service has not replaced rub down searches.

Netherlands No technology is introduced to replace rub-down searches

Latvia Latvian Prison Administration have not introduced new technological solutions regarding searches.

Slovakia No new technological solutions regarding searches have been introduced.

Austria In reference to searches, no new technological or technical solutions have been introduced by the Austrian Prison Administration. 

Ireland The Irish Prison Service have not introduced any technology to replace rub down searched 

Finland

Lithuania

Romania

Croatia
0 2* 138** 27 0

*one staff member was quarantined immediately after returning from travelling abroad and has been on sick-leave since then (never entered a prison), **all newly 

admitted prisoners are isolated for reasons of precaution

*10 awaiting testing (results) **337 cleared from isolation

Finland has not introduced new technology as a replacement for common rub down searches. General guidelines concerning COVID-19 and person-to-person searches has restricted the volume of rub down searches in practise, for 

example by banning the visits to prison by general public for the time being. 

0

No new technology as a replacement for rub down searches was introduced due to COVID-19.

As for introducing technology as a replacement for rub down searches, mention must be made that the Romanian prison system has used supporting technical means for performing searches: X-ray devices for scanning luggage, portable

metal detection devices and walkthrough metal detector gates.It must also be stated that the number of prohibited objects discovered after establishing the state of emergency is highly reduced, as compared to the number of items

discovered from the beginning of the year to the moment of enforcing the special measures. This is due particularly to the decrease in the number of activities performed outside the detention rooms and the reduction in the number of

prisoners simultaneously participating in activities.Thus, in the period 01-15.03.2020, a number of 237 mobile phones, 248 SIM cards and 71 cases of substances suspected to be drugs were discovered throughout the Romanian prison

system, while a number of 96 mobile phones, 72 SIM cards and 34 cases of prohibited substances were discovered during 16.03-31.05.2020.

COVID-19 

Feedback Collection 
1 July 2020



Protective measures - prisoners
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• Prison visits
• Activities
• Canteens and kiosks
• Transfers
• Leaves
• Quarantine units
• Screening for symptoms
• Testing
• Face masks
• Information



Protective measures - staff
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• Protective gear - Investments in protective equipment, 
prison workshops producing masks etc.

• Risk groups asked to stay home
• Staff training suspended
• Holidays cancelled
• Grouping of staff
• Home work arrangements
• Information



Prison population
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• Postponing execution of sentences
• Alternative sentencing
• Early release
• Delay influx easier than reducing it



Innovations
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• Video visits
• Screen separated visits
• Unlimited phone credits
• One to one activities
• Helplines for relatives and staff
• Cooperation prison staff / medical staff
• Step-by-step normalization strategies
• Reduce overcrowding

Costs
Work compensation
Video equipment
Phone credits
Protective equipment
Crisis Management 
Teams



Lessons learned
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• Information, information, information!
• Telemedicine/Online consultation
• Normalisation of the exceptional?
• e-learning for staff and prisoners
• Interagency cooperation
• Alternatives to detention succesful – if implemented
• Overcrowding
• Legislative changes (protective measures/reducing 

overcrowding)
• Safeguard human rights standards

EuroPris
Rapid sharing of 
information online

Data collection -
operational relevance, 
not statistics



Long term effects?
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Are you confident that the effects of these measures have changed 

professional cultures on a long term?

18 %


