
The VOIVODE STEPHEN THE GREAT route 

In Romania and Republic of Moldova



• FDI – 57.4 billion USD (+166%) 
• International tourist arrivals:  

1.4 billion (+5%)  
• Tourism – 10% of global GDP

Moldova – 0.9% GDP
Romania – 2.7% GDP

 95 million persons employed by tourism industries/-1 of 10 jobs 
created

 In line with global trends: Responsible Tourism & Rural development 

Is anything Governments 

CAN DO about?  
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Governments joining efforts 

• Defragmented world –
Integrity & Identity exercise   

• Republic of Moldova, non –EU member state, 
with strong ambition to follow the European
vector:

 increase the cultural -historic patrimony 'awareness 
 to unveil untapped experiences, placing Moldova in the

global touristic map as Must to be visited destination
 to consolidate regional position in the economic chain  



Governments joining efforts 

• 22.11.2018 - Agreement Romania – Republic of Moldova
regarding cooperation for the tourism 

promotion 

• 21.02.2019  - TTR exhibition, Bucharest – official launch of 
the

common initiative “Stephen the Great route”



Cross border collaboration - Economic 

impact 

• Introducing our common patrimony into international touristic 
circuit 

• Cross-promotion for bigger impact while efficient budget 

• Capitalize on connectivity/transiting tourists 

• Enlarged & diversified offer: 2 states, 
1 cultural-touristic space 

• Attractiveness for: 
All Romanians 
Neighborhood countries 
“far destinations’ tourists”  
Japan, Israel, China, India, 

USA  



What does the Route offer?

• Stories connected to History & Legends: 
stone churches & monasteries

The Stephen the Great & Holy, “Christ’s athlete”  (Pope Sixths the 
IV), 

canonized by the Romanian Orthodox church in 
1992 

Places of worship: 
over 40 churches & 
monasteries built
developing a 
unique & specific, 
Moldovan architecture, 
creating genuine school 
of local architects 

CAPRIANA 

Monastery MD
SOROCA

Fortress MD

VORONEȚ

Monastery MD



What does the Route offer?
• Military adventure. Fortifications comprising strongholds:  

Soroca, Tighina, White Fortress, Hotin, Orhei 

34 victories out of 36 battles  (1502 testimony) 

The Stephen the Great – Military Strategist: 
- system of fortifications on the borders of 

the Nistru & Raut rivers 
- guerilla warfare & asymmetric warfare 

SUCEAVA 

The Seat fortress, RO

SOROCA

Fortress MD



What does the Route offer?

• 13 Vineyard fields. Moldova XV  - vineyard cultivation region & wine 
production in the monasteries 

• Vineyards & cellars, transformed after 500 years into touristic sits rich in 
experiences: 
where wine meets
gastronomy, culture
sport adventure 

Stephen the Great 
has established 
the “Cupbearer” position
at the royal court 



What does the Route offer?
• Other destinations to be discovered, located at 30 km 

around 



The Route - bridging the Past to 

Modern 

Experiences



What does the Route offer?

• Out of the box experiences 
from sleeping in a barrel ….

to dining, wine tasting & spa in a royal castle  

MIMI CASTLE 

Winery MD
PURCARI 

Chateau MD



What does the Route offer?

• Global unique & Simple rural life  

from running in the world largest wine galleries ….
to back to roots and big cities escaping need 

CRICOVA  

Winery MD

BUTUCENI  

Guest house  MD



What does the Route offer?

• Sinergy between          Landscape, 
Music, 

Theatre   

Platforms for international 
open air festivals, 
theatre and opera performance, 
local crafting events  

DescOpera Festival

Orhei Vechi, MD



What does the Route offer?

• Tasty gastronomic memories to bring back

variety of cuisines and fusion of regional savors   

Etcetera winery, MD



The Stephen the Great route is about:

 His diplomacy – most astute Politician of Europe of the XV 

century across the borders

 Settlers of Armenian and Italian communities – vision on 

harmonious multiethnic environment 

 Military Strategist – defense on country integrity and people 

secure life  

 Stephen the Great Era –

Cultural and scientific policies 

& great architectural upsurge  



 Heritage Promotion: 

uniting Moldova, Bassarabia, Bucovina

 Integrity & Identity lesson 

 Tool to boost the sector 

growth across the borders

The Stephen the Great route is about:



#BeOurGuest

Is anything Governments 

CAN DO about?  

Governments CAN: 

• Create platforms to bridge the 

collaboration between public 

institutions & business

• Elaborate & offer practical tools 

for rural sustainable 

development 


