Combating Sexism and
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A national legislation

An initiative undertaken by a group of
women Members of Parliament to
compile special legislation to combat
sexism and online sexism followed the
adoption of the Council of Europe
Recommendation on Preventing
and Combating Sexism
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"online sexism", means the registration in a computer system of electronic data which contain
sexism, as this term is defined in this Law, and which is directed against a specific person or against
a specific group of persons

"sexism" means publicly or privately expressed sexist behaviour directed at a particular person or

group of persons, consisting of an action, gesture, visual presentation, practice, written or oral

expression based upon the idea or perception that a person or a group of persons is inferior

because of their sex with the purpose of-

(a) violating the rights of the victim or victims by insulting, diminishing and damaging their dignity,
resulting in depriving their access to public services and in unequal access to resources; or

(b) resulting in physical, psychological or socio-economic harm to the victim or victims; or

(c) creating an intimidating, hostile, humiliating, abasing and offensive environment against the
victim or victims; or

(d) promoting and reinforcing gender stereotypes and gender discrimination.
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Offences of sexism and online sexism

If a person acts in a manner that constitutes sexism or online sexism is guilty of an offence.
In case of conviction, the person is liable to:

« Imprisonment not exceeding 1 year, or

» A fine not exceeding €5.000, or

« Both above mentioned penalties
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This legislation constitutes a fully rounded tool to effectively prosecute anyone behaving in a
sexist manner, in both public and private spheres, and to protect the victims who are subject to
sexism and to behaviors which have a detrimental effect on them, and which humiliate them or
denigrate them in any way.

The law covers men and women equally, but it is recognized that women and girls are those
most strongly affected by such types of violence and this is why they need particular protection
and support.

The law aspires to deconstruct social stereotypes and prejudices around the roles of men and
women, and to create an environment of respect for all people.
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* National Political Statement signed by the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Ministers, Deputy
Ministers and Commissioners to the President — January 11", 2024

* New National Strategy for Gender Equality, 2024-2026
The Ministry of Justice and Public Order, by the end of the year, is planning to launch a
campaign to raise awareness for legislation on combating sexism and online sexism

» National Action Plan on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women, 2023-2028
The National Coordinating Body for the Prevention and Combating of Violence against
women will launch a research on the employment conditions in media, with emphasis on
sexism and sexual harassment
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The law in English is
available here
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Thank you for your attention!

Niovi Georgiade
GEC Member

Office of the Commissioner for
Gender Equality, Cyprus
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