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How well do you know the 

actions of the Council of 

Europe in the field of Sport ?

MESGO SF/AH MAY 2021 

Case law of the 

European Court of 

Human Rights

Parliam. Assembly

Resolutions on the 

Govern. of Football

European Sports 

Charter
Sports Conventions
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against sexual violence 

in Sport
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within WADA

Conference of Sports 

Ministers
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on safety/security or on 

manipulations
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gender equality in sport



The Council of Europe

- One of the oldest international organisations working for

European integration, founded in 1949.

- Intergovernmental organisation

- Focusing primarily on the protection of human rights,

strengthening democracy and the rule of law in Europe,

and cultural co-operation.

- 47 member countries: 800 million citizens

- Flag identical to that of the EU

- Headquarters in Strasbourg
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The Council of Europe

Article 1st

« The aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between

its members for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and

principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic

and social progress. »

→ >< with the EU which aims to establish a Common

Market.
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The Council of Europe

Article 1st

« The aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between

its members for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and

principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic

and social progress. »

→ >< with the EU which aims to establish a Common

Market.

→ Membership open to all European countries if democratic

institutions and human rights are respected.

→ Core values = Democracy, Human Rights and Rule of Law
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The Council of Europe
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achieve a greater unity between its members



The Council of Europe
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Expert guidelines 
•Adopted by an expert committee

•Technical document

•Commit those who adopted the text

Declaration / Resolution
•Adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe or a conference of specialised ministers, or an 
intergovernmental committee which has a statutory competence

•Commit those who adopted the text

•Political statement

Recommendation of  the CM to MS

•Adopted by the Committee of Ministers (or by the Ministers’ Deputies) – on behalf of their government – following 
inter-ministerial consultations.

•Commit the States, legal standard, however not legally binding

Convention

•Adopted by the Committee of Ministers

•Signed (by governments) and ratified by the national Parliament

•Once ratified, it becomes legally binding for the States which ratified it



The Council of Europe and Sport

• Holistic approach of sport based on its benefits to individuals, and its

contribution to mental and social well-being. >< EU sport competence if it

is an economic activity.

• Its competences in the field of sport are based on the Cultural Convention

signed in 1954 by all MS. Sport was then integrated into the general

framework of the Council of Europe by the establishment in 1976 of the

Steering Committee for the Development of Sport (CDDS), which was

replaced by the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) in 2007.

• In addition, three conventional committees are specifically responsible for

monitoring the Sports Conventions
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The Council of Europe and Sport

• More than 100 recommendations, declarations and resolutions adopted over

the past 50 years, mainly concerning health, sport for all, school sport, the

promotion of sport for certain target groups, the fight against violence,

hooliganism, environmental protection and co-operation with Central

European countries.

• The most important works are: The European Sports Charter, the Code of

Ethics, the Anti-Doping Convention and the Convention on the fight against

spectator violence and the Convention on match-fixing, the Tbilisi

Declaration.

• Latest recommendation on “combat sports” 2021.
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Council of Europe Sports 

Conventions
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1985

1989

2002

2016

Anti-Doping Convention

European Convention on Spectator Violence and 

Misbehaviour at Sports Events and in particular at 

Football Matches

2014

Council of Europe Convention on an Integrated 

Safety, Security and Service Approach at Football 

Matches and Other Sports Events

Additional Protocol to the Anti-Doping Convention

Council of Europe Convention on the Manipulation 

of Sports Competitions

ETS120

ETS 135

ETS 188

CETS 218

CETS 215

Being replaced by

Completed by



Anti-Doping Convention: entered into 

force on 1 March 1990 

• Aim: not to create a uniform anti-doping model but to establish a number of

common standards and regulations committing States Parties to adopt legislative,

financial, technical, educational and other measures.

• Each contracting party undertakes to :

• Establish a national coordinating body;

• Reduce trafficking in doping substances and the use of prohibited doping agents;

• Strengthen anti-doping controls and improve detection techniques;

• Support education and visibility programmes;

• Ensure effective sanctions against offenders;

• Collaborate with sports organisations at all levels, including the international level;

• And using accredited anti-doping laboratories

• Follow-up Committee monitors its implementation and reviews the List of

Prohibited Substances and Methods.
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European Convention on Spectator 

Violence: Entry into force 1 Nov. 1985

• Calls on the 41 States Parties to take concrete measures to prevent and control

violence.

• Sets out measures for the identification and prosecution of offenders.

• Standing Committee to monitor the implementation of the Convention.

• The text provides for the presence of a security service in stadiums and along access

routes; separation of rival supporters; control of ticket sales; prohibition of the

introduction of alcoholic beverages into stadiums; judicial co-operation,...

• Reviewed in. 2015 by the "broader" Convention on an integrated and multiagency

approach to safety, security and service at football matches and other sports events that will

gradually replace the 1985 Convention, as each state that ratifies the new convention

must denounce the old one.
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International Convention on the 

Manipulation of Sports 

Competitions: Entry into force

1 September 2019
• Transversal co-operation between authorities in charge of justice, betting regulation

and sport

• End of drafting work: mid-2014. Adoption September 2014

• Divided in 3 parts: prevention, law-enforcement, international co-operation.

• Is not aimed at criminal harmonisation of the fight against match-fixing but at:

– The adoption of preventive measures at all levels (sport, states, betting operators).

– International co-operation between public authorities and the sports movement/betting operators to

detect possible threats.

– Establishment of national platforms

– Strengthening of legislation

– Follow-up of cases.

• ! Controversies about its definition of illegal sports betting.
MESGO SF/AH MAY 2021 



European Convention for the 

Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms: 1950

• Ratified by 47 States 

• + additional protocols adding rights and freedoms such as the general 

prohibition of discrimination.

• The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in Strasbourg is not an 

institution of the European Union. It is a court of the Council of Europe 

responsible for ensuring compliance with the Convention.

• Nothing on sport but: Article 4: prohibition of slavery: Article 6: right to a 

fair trial: Article 8: right to respect for private and family life,….
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Human Rights issues in sport
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Fundamental differences between

the Council of Europe and the EU.

• The EU MS have transferred competences to the European Commission and

the European Parliament in some areas of activity → Delegation of

sovereignty.

• Council of Europe MS have retained their sovereignty but commit themselves

through conventions (international public law) and co-operate on the basis of

common values and common political decisions.

• - Council of Europe = co-operation between confederal states.

• - EU law is produced by EU bodies - higher level of integration.
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The Enlarged Partial Agreement on 

Sport (EPAS)

• Platform for intergovernmental sports co-operation between the public

authorities of its member states. It also encourages dialogue between public

authorities, sports federations and NGOs. This contributes to better

governance, with the aim of making sport more ethical, more inclusive and

safer.

• 40 member states

• Recommendations prepared by EPAS have been adopted by the Committee

of Ministers on different issues: sports ethics, the autonomy of the sports

movement, the protection of young athletes. Older recommendations such as

the European Sports Charter are regularly monitored and it is now under a

revision process. The Recommendation on extreme martial arts and combat

activities is the most recent one adopted in 2021.
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The Enlarged Partial Agreement on 

Sport (EPAS)
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A collection of publications
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Projects and partnerships
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ALL IN Kazan Action Plan



• Thank you for your attention
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