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• The Commission established the Action Plan 2006-2010 to 

develop a comprehensive and coherent EU strategy to 

measure crime and criminal justice

• The 2009 Stockholm Programme reiterated the need for 

“adequate, reliable and comparable statistics” on crime and 

criminal activities

• In 2012, a new Action Plan covering the 2011-2015 period 

underlined the strategies to be adopted in order to improve 

the collection of crime statistics.

• First data collection thereof, with the reference year 2005, 

was organised in 2007.
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• Coordination was set-up with the UN Office on Drug and Crime 

(UNODC) to collect data through the United Nations Surveys on 

Crime Trends and the Operations of Criminal Justice Systems (UN-

CTS).

• 2014 was the first joint Eurostat/UNODC statistical data collection 

on crime and criminal justice

• In addition to the information required by UNDOC, some data are 

also collected for specific areas of interest to the European 

Commission

• The UN-CTS collection and consequently also the Eurostat data 

collection are updated and revised constantly, ensuring consistency 

of the data over time
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• The data on criminal offences published by Eurostat are 

classified according to the crime categories defined in the 

International Classification of Crime for Statistical purposes 

(ICCS)

• The basic data providers are several different public 

authorities, such as the police, prosecution, courts, and 

prisons.

• The National Statistical Office coordinate the data provision, 

though in some countries it is the Police or a Ministry
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• Most common crimes are regulated by national law and 

covered by national statistics. When a crime is regulated by 

EU law, it is often mandatory for the member states to provide 

data

• Crime data are aggregate figures from administrative sources

• The data and metadata are voluntary collected and agreed at 

the yearly working group meeting

• They cover EU Member States, EFTA countries, Candidate 

Countries and potential Candidate Countries. 



Eurostat data

1. Police data: recorded offences by offence 

category

2. Recorded intentional homicide and sexual 

offences

3. Persons in the criminal justice system

4. Court processes

5. Prison and prisoner characteristics



Police data: recorded offences by 
offence category (number and per 
hundred thousand inhabitants)



Recorded intentional homicide and 
sexual offences

• Number/rate of intentional homicide, rape and sexual 

assault by legal status (suspected, prosecuted, 

convicted person or victim) and sex of the person 

involved

• Number/rate of intentional homicide victims by:

• Victim-offender relationship (family and relative; 

intimate partner) and sex

• Age (5 groups) and sex

• Number/rate of intentional homicide victims in largest 

cities by sex

• Number/rate of intentional homicide offences in largest 

cities







Persons in the criminal justice 
system

• Number/rate of suspected/prosecuted/convicted 

persons by sex 

• Number/rate of suspected/prosecuted/convicted 

persons by age

• Number/rate of suspected /prosecuted/convicted 

persons by citizenship

• Number/rate of personnel (professional judges, police 

officers, persons in adult and juvenile prisons) in the 

criminal justice system by sex





Court processes

• Number/rate of Legal cases processed in first instance 

courts by legal status (brought to court; resolved; 

pending) of the court process (process(criminal; civil 

and/or commercial; administrative; other)

• Number/rate of persons brought before criminal courts 

by legal status (convicted; acquitted) of the court





Prison and prisoner characteristics

• Number/rate of prisoners by offence category 

(intentional homicide, rape and sexual assault) and sex

• Prison capacity and number of persons held

• Number/rate of prisoners by age and sex

• Number/rate of prisoners by citizenship

• Number/rate of prisoners blegal status of the trial 

process (pre-trial; sentence passed)





Limitations 

EU Statistics on crime and criminal justice come with some 

limitations for their use in analysis and in comparisons. 

• Legal system and criminal justice system;

• Legislation, criminal law and legal definitions;

• Recording practice (input/process/output);

• Recording, reporting and production system;

• National crime definitions and international statistical 

definitions;

• Statistical unit and statistical population;

• Statistical definitions, reference times, 

• Counting methods and calculation methods;



Products from the regular data

1. Eurobase, statistical web database, 

user-defined tables and output files. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/data/database

2. Methodological documentation, systematic metadata and 

country-specific information. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/methodology

3. News items, short articles of current interest. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/publications

4. Press release, article on particular events.

7. Statistics Explained", articles for general public. 

8. Ad-hoc statistical tables for specialised users.

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/methodology
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/publications


Other products

1. Dedicated website, general and specific information, 

explanations, external links.

2. Glossary, definition of statistical terms.

3. Manuals and guidelines.



Overall completeness of data

High response rate:  97%

Additional data

• Eurostat requests additional data, such as:

• Cybercrime, 

• Migrant smuggling,

• Trafficking in human being ,

• Crime regional data for main core offences 

(started on 2019).



Contacts:

• Data collection and statistics production

Arsela Sturc arsela.sturc@ext.ec.europa.eu

• Questions regarding Eurostat crime data 

ESTAT-CRIME-DATA@ec.europa.eu

• Question regarding UNODC crime data 

unodc-cts@un.org



THANK YOU!


