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Council of Europe priorities 
during and after the pandemic
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News of of Patrick’s 
presentation in Rome



Exchange of 
letters

➢ The purpose of this collaboration is to promote a 
shared commitment and cooperation between the 
parties in order to strengthen dialogue between 
them and to explore ways to respect the human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of Internet 
users in accordance with Council of Europe 
Conventions and standards. 

➢ The parties agree to share information, exchange 
views and best practices, develop co-operation 
and, where appropriate, partnerships in various 
fields. 

➢ A liaison person will be designated by each party 
to act as the first point of contact and co-ordinate 
support and collaboration. 

Cooperation with Companies
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Digital 
Partnership



Opportunities 
for companies

➢ Boost public confidence
➢ Access to the network of the Council of 

Europe’s 47 member states and 6 observer 
states and civil society organisations

➢ Better understand government and societal 
expectations 

➢ Influence the development of Council of 
Europe policies for the internet

➢ Devise and implement corporate social 
responsibility initiatives more effectively.

Objective Combine Council of Europe’s expertise in HR-based 
policies and partners’ expertise in digital technologies

Cooperation with Companies

Membership 21 technology firms and associations 
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Cooperation with Companies

Council of Europe partnership with digital companies: five new partners joined on 6th

of February 2020. ICCO was represented by Rob Morbin, Deputy Chief Executive. 5



Cooperation with Companies

Internet governance

Cybercrime

Freedom of expression

Data protection

Children’s rights

Gender equality

Combating terrorism

Digital citizenship education

World Forum for Democracy

E-voting

Counterfeiting medical products and similar crimes

Efficiency of Justice

Bioethics

Culture and Cultural Heritage

Inclusion and Anti-Discrimination

Areas of 
common 

interest
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/internet-governance
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cybercrime/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality
https://www.coe.int/en/web/counter-terrorism
https://www.coe.int/en/web/digital-citizenship-education/-/digital-citizenship-education-overview-and-new-perspectives
https://www.coe.int/en/web/world-forum-democracy/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/electoral-assistance/e-voting
https://www.coe.int/en/web/medicrime/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cepej/home/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-commission-against-racism-and-intolerance/home
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Guidance during sanitary crisis
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Guidance during sanitary crisis

Artificial Intelligence
Bioethics
Children
Cities & Regions
Civil participation
Contact tracing apps
Culture, heritage & art 
Cybercrime
Data protection
Democracy
Democratic governance
Drugs
Education

Education
Elections
Human rights and the rule of law
Human trafficking
Intercultural Cities
Major hazards & disasters 
Media
Non-discrimination, diversity & inclusion
Social rights 
Support to the Audiovisual Sector 
Terrorism 
Women’s rights
Youth

https://www.coe.int/en/web/artificial-intelligence/ai-and-control-of-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/covid-19
http://www.coe.int/COVID-Congress-Hub
https://www.coe.int/en/web/civil-society/civil-participation-and-COVID
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/covid-19-tracing-apps-side-effects-on-personal-data-protection-should-be-avoided
https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/access-to-culture-during-covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cybercrime/cybercrime-and-covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/covid-19-data-protection
https://www.coe.int/en/web/democracy/covid-19-response
https://www.coe.int/en/web/good-governance/covid-19-response
https://www.coe.int/en/web/pompidou
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/electoral-assistance/covid-19-response
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/covid19
https://rm.coe.int/greta-statement-covid19-en/16809e126a
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page
https://www.coe.int/en/web/europarisks/covid-191
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/media-in-times-of-health-crisis
https://rm.coe.int/the-anti-discrimination-diversity-and-inclusion-dimensions-of-the-resp/16809e201d
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-social-charter/social-rights-in-times-of-pandemic
https://www.obs.coe.int/en/web/observatoire/covid-19-audiovisual-sector-measures
https://www.coe.int/en/web/counter-terrorism/-/covid-19-pandemic-the-secretariat-of-the-committee-on-counter-terrorism-warns-against-the-risk-of-bioterrorism
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/women-s-rights-and-covid-19
https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/covid-19
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Guidance to governments on 
respecting human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law
➢ Derogation from the European Convention on 

Human Rights in times of emergency

➢ Respect for the rule of law and democratic 
principles in times of emergency, including limits 
on the scope and duration of emergency 
measures

➢ Fundamental human rights standards including 
freedom of expression, privacy and data 
protection, protection of vulnerable groups from 
discrimination and the right to education

➢ Protection from crime and the protection of 
victims of crime, in particular regarding gender-
based violence.

Source: Council of Europe, Secretary General

Guidance during sanitary crisis

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/coronavirus-guidance-to-governments-on-respecting-human-rights-democracy-and-the-rule-of-law
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Derogations from ECtHR

Article 15 – Derogation in time of emergency
In time of war or other public emergency threatening 
the life of the nation any High Contracting Party may 
take measures derogating from its obligations under 
this Convention to the extent strictly required by the 
exigencies of the situation, provided that such 
measures are not inconsistent with its other 
obligations under international law.

Notifications under Article 15 of the Convention in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic received from:

Source: Council of Europe, Treaty Office

Albania Armenia Estonia

Georgia Latvia Romania

San Marino North 
Macedonia

Republic of 
Moldova

Serbia

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/webContent/62111354


Guidance during sanitary crisis
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Protection of Freedom of Expression

Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe on protecting freedom of 
expression and information in times of crisis

COVID-19 and media freedom – guidance based 
on the Council of Europe standards

Statement on Freedom of expression and 
information in times of crisis by the Council of 
Europe’s Committee of experts on media 
environment and reform (MSI-REF)

Statement by the Commissioner for Human 
Rights: Press freedom must not be undermined 
by measures to counter disinformation about 
COVID-19

Source: Council of Europe, Media in times of crises

https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/media-in-times-of-health-crisis


Guidance during sanitary crisis
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Freedom of expression and information, media freedom, access 
to official information
➢ The freedom of expression, including free and timely flow of information, is a critical 

factor for the ability of the media to report on issues related to the pandemic.

➢ The exceptional circumstances may compel responsible journalists to refrain from 
disclosing government-held information intended for restricted use – such as, for 
example, information on future measures to implement a stricter isolation policy.

➢ Any restriction on access to official information must be exceptional and 
proportionate to the aim of protecting public health.

➢ Any prior restrictions on certain topics, closure of media outlets or outright blocking 
of access to on-line communication platforms call for the most careful scrutiny and 
are justified only in the most exceptional circumstances.

➢ The pandemic should not be used to silence whistle-blowers or political opponents.

➢ Malicious spreading of disinformation may be tackled with ex post sanctions, and 
with governmental information campaigns.

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/coronavirus-guidance-to-governments-on-respecting-human-rights-democracy-and-the-rule-of-law


www.coe.int/freedomofexpression

www.coe.int/dataprotection

www.coe.int/cybercrime

www.coe.int/AI

Facebook Page
Information Society Group

Thanks for your 
attention !

further resources:

Information Society Department
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