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Definition of Range: see guidelines part 2



The standardised process proposed in these guidelines 

consists of two steps

1. Creating an envelope(s) around the distribution grids. This spatial 

calculation is done using the procedure of ‘gap closure’ where a 

predefined set of rules specify where two distribution points/grids 

will be joined together to form a single range polygon, and where 

an actual gap in the range will be left.

2. Excluding unsuitable areas. After the automated calculation, 

areas which are not appropriate, such as marine areas in the 

range of a terrestrial species, should be excluded.



Schema illustrating use of the gap distance in calculating range. 

If the distance between two occupied distribution grids (red grids) is smaller

than the gap distance (blue lines), the distribution grids are joined to form a 

range (blue grids). 

If the distance between two distribution grids is higher than the gap distance 

(black lines), two distribution grids are not joined and represent a 

discontinuity in the range.













Range Tool: resulting Excel table (csv)


