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1. The meeting of the national correspondents collecting criminal justice statistics was held on 16 and 17 
April 2018 at the Council of Europe premises in Strasbourg, France. It was attended by 46 participants, 
coming from 37 Council of Europe member States, and moderated by a group of scientific experts. The 
meeting agenda and the list of participants are appended to the report (Appendices I and II).  

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting and presenting the purpose of the study 
 

2. The meeting was opened by Ivan Koedjikov, who welcomed the participants and highlighted the fact 
that the European Union is co-funding the meeting as well as the previous two meetings of the SPACE 
national correspondents, which allowed ample opportunities for discussing in details the definitions 
used, the methodology of data collection, as well as for verifying and correcting data sent since 2005 in 
the case of SPACE I and since 2009 in the case of SPACE II. The outcome of the first EU/CoE co-
funded project will be two longitudinal studies analysing prison trends in Europe and trends related to 
the number of foreign offenders in Europe.  
 

3. Marcelo Aebi welcomed the participants and explained that the Council of Europe initiated the 
European Sourcebook of Crime and Criminal Justice Statistics (ESB) in 1996, the first editing being 
published in 1999. In 2000 the funding ceased and the collection was taken up and continued with the 
support of several institutions including the governments of Switzerland, United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, France, HEUNI for some of the later four editions, and the University of Lausanne, 
Switzerland, for all four of them. He also recalled that the collection of the Council of Europe Annual 
Penal Statistics (SPACE) was initiated in 1983 and is still maintained. It is time now to link the analysis, 
definitions of types of crime and types of sanctions and measures of both these collections, analyse the 
data and compare crime trends with prison trends. This will be done based on the answers to a 
questionnaire (of about 100 pages) prepared for the meeting, in which part of the data are related to 
SPACE I and II and part to victimization surveys, the rest being related to police, prosecution and court 
statistics. The survey will encompass the period 2011 to 2016 and will examine: (a) the relationship 
between the crime trends observed in each country and its prison population rates and (b) the influence 
of the legal system of each country on prison statistics, in particular as far as the legal definitions of 
offences are concerned. It will lead to the publication of the 6th edition of the ESB as well as of two 
reports: (a) a report on differences in the legal definitions of offences across Europe, which will allow a 
comparison of the prison population by offence observed on the continent, and (b) a report on trends in 
conviction statistics since 2005 by type of offence, which will allow a comparison of the trends observed 
in the composition of the prison population by offence since the same year. The meetings of the national 
correspondents are co-funded by a new joint EU/CoE project which started on 1 April 2018 (it will last 
18 months). It is envisaged to hold two meetings of the national correspondents (the current one and a 
second one in 2019) and to fund the collection, analysis and research reports which will be carried out 
by the team of experts from several European universities.  
 

II. Utility of comparative data and linking criminal justice statistics to criminal policies 
 

4. Beata Gruszczyńska presented the collection of the statistics in the framework of CEPEJ, which are bi-
annual. She argued that data need to be always interpreted in a context, as otherwise this may lead to 
creating an incorrect picture of the situation. For example, in the Nordic countries the number of 
registered offences by the police is very high but much fewer cases are registered by the courts. If one 
takes into consideration only police statistics, the conclusion would be that crime rates in the Nordic 
countries are very high, but in fact the majority of these are petty crimes (which in other countries are 
not registered by the police) dealt with without intervention of the courts. 
 

5. Another indicator of the efficiency of the court system is the clearance rate of cases and the disposition 
time. These two indicators need to be evaluated together otherwise this may again lead to wrong 
conclusions. 
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6. Paul Smit discussed the use of data in The Netherlands for planning and budgeting activities, structures 
and staff in the criminal justice system depending on the crime rates and forecasts for the coming years. 
There are several systems developed which, on the basis of the collected statistics, make prognosis 
regarding expected crime rates, types of most common crimes, expected detention rates, etc. It was 
empirically proven that forecasts are more trustworthy if done for short periods of time (up to 3 years) 
above which period they lose their prognostic value.  

 

III. Police statistics, prosecution statistics and court statistics 
 

7. Stefan Harrendorf informed that police statistics in countries like France, Sweden and UK show very 
high numbers of crimes which is dependent on the one hand on the reporting systems used and on the 
other on crime definitions (for example what is considered to be rape in a given country). For example, 
this refers to national differences in the definitions of burglary, aggravated theft and sex offences. In 
some countries, during the period for which statistics were collected, the legal definitions changed 
several times. Data related to domestic violence, cybercrime, hate crime and human trafficking are also 
difficult to collect for the same reasons.  
 

8. In some countries the categories of crimes used in police reporting do not coincide with the categories 
of crime used by prosecution or the courts.  
 

9. It would also be important to gather more information regarding the definition of “breach of public order” 
which also differs depending on the legal systems. 
 

IV. Prison and probation statistics and victimisation surveys 
 

10. Marcelo Aebi informed that in SPACE there is a classification of prisoners by types of most common 
crimes, but that it is difficult to obtain information on the flow of prisoners by types of crime. 
 

11. He invited the national correspondents to use the data collected in SPACE I and SPACE II when filling 
in part IV and V of the questionnaire and requested them to inform the team of experts in case they find 
out by doing so that corrections of the available information are needed. 
 

12. Claudia Campistol informed that a section on National Crime Victimisation Surveys was included in the 
latest edition of the ESB. This section will be included in the LINCS questionnaire with an additional item 
asking for the wording of questions on cybervictimisation included in such surveys. National 
correspondents will receive the data collected by the experts for the 5th edition of the ESC who will only 
have to validate them and add the latest surveys conducted. Countries that did not provide such data 
will need to collect it now. This section provides longitudinal data and metadata as it refers to surveys 
conducted in the years 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010 and 2015, or the closest available years. 
 

V. Attrition and linking criminal justice statistics. Longitudinal studies 
 

13. Stefan Harrendorf illustrated the problems when measuring attrition (defined as the“loss” of cases or, 
more technically, the filtering out of cases during the criminal justice process) throughout the criminal 
justice system, for example measuring the relation between suspects identified by the police and 
persons convicted by the courts. To measure appropriately the attrition process, it would be necessary 
to rely on case flow statistics which follow the path of individual cases throughout the system. The 
previous editions of the ESB show that such kind of statistics are seldom available, which means 
that until now it has not been possible to measure the attrition process in a perfectly valid way. 
However, it is possible to obtain estimates of it. The data collected through the LINCS project will 
allow users to thoroughly scrutinize the available attrition indicators and assess their quality and 
usability, taking into account the limitations mentioned above. 
 

14. Marcelo Aebi presented the longitudinal series that are currently being elaborated in Lausanne and 
combine the data collected since 1990. The series of each country will be individually shared with the 
national correspondent of the country in order to be checked and completed.  
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VI. Discussions led by the members of the team of experts in regional working groups  

 
15. Throughout the meeting, the national correspondents met several times in working groups moderated 

by one of the members of the team of experts who will act during the project as their regional 
coordinator. Each meeting of the working groups followed the oral presentation of a section of the 
questionnaire, which guided the discussion in the groups. This allowed a detailed analysis of the 
questionnaire, and the national correspondents had the opportunity of to ask questions, express 
themselves about each country particularities and make suggestions to improve the questionnaire and 
avoid ambiguities in it. Each regional coordinator took notes of its working group discussions. The main 
information collected by them was later discussed in the general feedback session.  

 

VII. Conclusions and follow-up 
 

16. It was agreed that the finalised questionnaire will be sent to all national correspondents within three or 
four weeks and that answers need to be sent not later than by the end of September 2018. The 
questionnaire as well as the list of participants and the presentations will be put on the Council of 
Europe website in due course. 
 

17. A letter from the Council of Europe asking for cooperation on collecting criminal justice and prison 
statistics indicating the person responsible of the LINCS project in each country will be drafted and sent 
to the National Correspondents, who can use it when asking data from the institutions that collect the 
data required. 
 

18. The ESB website will be updated with the LINCS project information and with the updated list of 
National correspondents and scientific experts.  
 

19. The next meeting of the national correspondents is scheduled for the first half of 2019, when a first 
version of the data collected will be presented in the form of a draft report. The meeting is part of the 
data validation process established to ensure as far as possible their validity and reliability. The national 
correspondents will thus have the possibility of discussing the answers provided and their analysis, as 
well as the potential conclusions of the reports. 
 

20. Ilina Taneva, Council of Europe, insisted on the necessity when drafting the reports and analysis to try 
and send clear messages to the national stakeholders regarding possible reasons for crime trends and 
prison trends in their respective countries in order to help them in taking informed decisions regarding 
planning of budgets and structural and legal reforms,  if necessary.  
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Appendix I 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
16th April 2018  
 
9:00 Registration of the participants  
9:30 Opening (Ivan Koedjikov, Head of Action against Crime Department, Directorate General of Human 
Rights and Rule of Law, Council of Europe) 
9:45 Purpose of the Study (Marcelo Aebi) 
10:00 Utility of comparative data: the case of the CEPEJ (Beata Gruszczyńska) 
10:15 Linking criminal justice statistics to criminal policies: the case of the Netherlands (Paul Smit) 
10:30 Definition of offences and sanctions (Stefan Harrendorf) 
 
10:45 – 11:15 Coffee break 
 
11:15 Introducing the questionnaire of the project (Marcelo Aebi) 
11:30 Meet your regional coordinator and discussion in working groups 
 
12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00 Feedback from the working groups 
14:30 Police statistics (Anniina Jokinen) 
14:45 Prosecution statistics (Jörg-Martin Jehle) 
15:00 Court statistics (Jörg-Martin Jehle) 
15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break 
15:45 Discussion in working groups (on police statistics, prosecution statistics and court statistics) 
16:45 Feedback  
17:30 End 
 
 
17th April 2018  
 
9:00 Prison and probation statistics (Marcelo Aebi) 
9:30 Victimization surveys (Claudia Campistol) 
9:45 Discussion in working groups 
 
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 
 
11:00 Feedback 
11:30 Attrition and linking criminal justice statistics (Stefan Harrendorf) 
11:45 Longitudinal series (Marcelo Aebi) 
12:00 General discussion and closing remarks  
13:00 End 
 
14:00 – 16:00 Meeting of the team of experts 
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Appendix II 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
 

MEMBER STATES / ETATS MEMBRES 
 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
Evisa KAMBELLARI 
Associate Professor, Department of Criminal Law, Faculty of Law, University of Tirana, Tirana 
 
ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE 
Anna MARGARYAN 
Professor of Criminal Law and Criminology, Yerevan 
 
AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE 
Monika STEMPKOWSKI 
Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Vienna 
 
AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN 
Ramin GURBANOV  
Doctor in Law, Law and Human Rights Institute, National Academy of Sciences, Judge, (Criminal division), Baku  
 
BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
Charlotte VANNESTE  
Maître de recherches, Institut National de Criminalistique et de Criminologie, Bruxelles, 
Professeur à l’Université de Liège 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZEGOVINE 
Almir MALJEVIC  
Professor, University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Criminal Justice Sciences, Sarajevo 
 
BULGARIA / BULGARIE 
Dinko KANCHEV  
Vice-President of the Bulgarian Association of Criminology, Sofia 
 
CROATIA / CROATIE 
Reana BEZIĆ 
Zagreb,  
 
CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
Maria KONSTANTINOU  
Criminologist, Nicosia 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 
***APOLOGISED/EXCUSÉ*** 
 
DENMARK / DANEMARK 
***APOLOGISED/EXCUSÉ*** 
 
ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
Andri AHVEN  
Adviser, Criminal Policy Department, Ministry of Justice, Tallinn 

 
FINLAND / FINLANDE 
Anniina JOKINEN  
Senior Programme Officer, European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations, 
(HEUNI), Helsinki,  
 
FRANCE 
Annie KENSEY 
Démographe, Cheffe du bureau des statistiques et des études, DAP/SDMe/Me5, Chercheure associée au CESDIP 
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GEORGIA / GÉORGIE 
Georgi GLONTI 
Doctor of Law, Professor, T. Tsereteli Institute of the State and Law of Georgia, Tbilisi 
 
GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
Stefan HARRENDORF 
Professor, Universität Greifswald,  
 
GREECE / GRÈCE 
Georgios PAPANICOLAOU  
Reader in Criminology, Teesside University, School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Law, Middlesbrough  
United Kingdom 
 
HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
Gábor-SZÁSZVAI-PAPP  
Doctor, group leader, Office of the Prosecutor General of Hungary, Budapest 
 
ICELAND / ISLANDE 
Rannveig THORISDOTTIR 
Head of research, Metropolitan police Iceland, Reykjavik 
 
IRELAND / IRLANDE 
***APOLOGISED/EXCUSÉ*** 
 
ITALY / ITALIE 
Uberto GATTI  
Professor Emeritus of Criminology, University of Genova, Genova 
 
LATVIA / LETTONIE 
Kalvis OKMANIS  
Senior Expert of Social Statistics Methodology Section, Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia, Rīga,  
 
LITHUANIA / LITUANIE 
Aleksandras DOBRYNINAS 
Professor, Vilnius University, Faculty of Philosophy, Institute of Sociology and Social Work, Department of Criminology, 
Vilnius 
 
LUXEMBOURG 
Clarissa DAHMEN 
Research associate, Luxembourg 
 
MALTA / MALTE 
***APOLOGISED/EXCUSÉ*** 
 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 
Mihaela VIDAICU  
Associate professor, PhD Moldova State University, Chisinau, 
 
MONTENEGRO 
Velimir RAKOČEVIĆ 
Full Professor, Phd,Criminal Law, Faculty of law, University of Montenegro, Podgorica 
Advisor, Directorate for execution of criminal sanctions, Ministry of Justice, Podgorica 
 
NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS 
Paul SMIT  
 
NORWAY / NORVÈGE 
***APOLOGISED/EXCUSÉ*** 
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POLAND / POLOGNE 
Beata GRUSZCZYŃSKA 
Professor, University of Warsaw, Warsaw 
 

PORTUGAL 
Maria João GOMES MORGADO COSTA 
Deputy Director-General, Ministry of Justice, Lisboa 
 
ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 
Andra-Roxana TRANDAFIR  
Vice Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Bucharest, Bucharest 
 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE 
Artem KULINTSOV 
Officer of the International Department, Federal, Penal Service, Ministry of Justice, Moscow 
 
Aleksandra SAMARINA  
Coordinator of the Information Centre, Federal Penal Service, Ministry of Justice, Moscow 
 
SERBIA / SERBIE 
Sanja ĆOPIĆ 
Victimology Society of Serbia and Institute of Criminological and Sociological Research, Belgrade 
 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 
***APOLOGISED/EXCUSÉ*** 
 
SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 
Gorazd MEŠKO 
Professor of criminology, FCJS-UM, Ljubljana  
 
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
Antonia LINDE GARCIA 
Law and Political Science Studies, Open University of Catalonia, Castelldefels 
 
SWEDEN / SUÈDE 
Frank Alois Christer WEIDESKOG 
Methodologist, Division of Criminal Statistics, the Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention, Stockholm 
 
SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
Anne-Corinne VOLLENWEIDER WYSS  
Avocate, Cheffe de la section criminalité et droit pénal, Département fédéral de l'intérieur DFI, Office fédéral de la 
statistique OFS, Neuchâtel 
 
“THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA” / “L’EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE MACEDOINE” 
Gordana LAŽETIĆ  
Professor, Faculty of Law “Iustinianus primus” Skopje,  
 
TURKEY / TURQUIE 
Galma AKDENIZ  
Assistant Professor, Istanbul Bilgi University, Santralİstanbul, Eyüp İstanbul 
 
UKRAINE 
Olga PODILCHAK 
Deputy head of the Department of public prosecutors training in supervision over laws observance in the enforcement 
of court judgments delivered in criminal cases at the National Prosecution Academy of Ukraine, Associate Professor 
(docent), PhD in Law (Candidate of Juridical Sciences), Kyiv  
 
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 
Chris LEWIS (England and Wales) 
Student Supervisor and researcher, Institute of Criminal Justice Studies, Institute of Criminal Justice Studies, University 
of Portsmouth, Portsmouth  
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SCIENTIFIC EXPERTS / EXPERTS SCIENTIFIQUES 

 
Prof. Dr. Marcelo F. AEBI 
Vice-directeur, Ecole des sciences criminelles, Université de Lausanne, Suisse 
 
Claudia CAMPISTOL 
Assistante-doctorante en criminologie, Ecole des sciences criminelles, Université de Lausanne, Suisse  
 
Anna-Maria GETOS 
Associate Professor - University of Zagreb, Faculty of Law, Zagreb, Croatia 
 
Jörg-Martin JEHLE 
Institut für Kriminalwissenschaften Abteilung für Kriminologie, Jugendstrafrecht und Strafvollzug, Göttingen, Germany 
 
Yuji ZOCATELLI HASHIMOTO 
Research assistant, Ecole des sciences criminelles, Université de Lausanne, Suisse 
 
EUROPEAN ORGANISATION OF PRISON AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (EuroPris) / ORGANISATION 
EUROPÉENNE DE LA PRISON ET DES SERVICES CORRECTIONNELS (EuroPris) 
 
Fraser BRYANS 
Systems Manager, The Hague, Netherlands 
 
 

DIRECTORATE GENERAL I / DIRECTION GÉNÉRALE  
 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND RULE OF LAW / INFORMATION SOCIETY AND ACTION AGAINST CRIME DIRECTORATE 
DROITS DE L’HOMME ET ETAT DE DROIT / DIRECTION DE LA SOCIÉTÉ DE L’INFORMATION ET DE LA LUTTE 

CONTRE LA CRIMINALITÉ 
 
Action against Crime Department / Service de la Lutte contre la Criminalité 
 

Ivan KOEDJIKOV 
Head of Department / Chef de Service 
 
Criminal Law Division / Division du droit pénal 
 
Ilina TANEVA 
Secretary to the PC-CP / Secrétaire du PC-CP 
 
Christine COLEUR 
Assistant / Assistante 
 
Sylvie ELTER 
Assistant / Assistante 
 
 
INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES 
 
Grégoire DEVICTOR  
Martine CARALY  
Jean-Jacques PEDUSSAUD 


