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Role of the media self-regulatory mechanisms 
ONLINE? Disinformation & hate speech 

I. Different angle(s)?  
1. Disinformation vs. hate speech?  

2. ”Information disorder” adapted 

3. Factchecking, debate & media literacy vs. 
journalism? 

II. Media self-regulatory mechanism ONLINE 
1. Press Councils & EU approach? 

2. Platforms & code of practise? 

3. To be followed 

III.  Transparency to build trust and resilience 

 



I. My angle 

 



Disinformation? 

• Disinformation is 
understood as verifiably 
false or misleading 
information  

• …that is created, 
presented and 
disseminated for 
economic gain or to 
intentionally deceive the 
public,  

• …and may cause public 
harm.  

  



Tackling related but also different 
challenges  to ease ”confusion” 

Hate speech 
 

 
• Illigal (Europe) 
 
 
• Can be taken down (definition) 
 
 
• Example: Someturva and legal cases 

(AI) www.someturva.fi 
 
• EU level 2016 
 
• EMOTIONS! 

 

Disinformation 
 

 
• Difficult to regulate (freedom of 

speech) 
 
• Can be limited = educational challenge 

 
• Faktabaari EDU - Media literacy with 

Fact-checking www.faktabaari.fi/edu 
 

• EU level 2017 
 
• ”Information” 

 

http://www.someturva.fi/
http://www.faktabaari.fi/edu


Bridge case: #FEMFACTS on 
gender & disinformation 



Mis-information - false information is 
shared, but no harm is meant. 

 

Dis-information - verifiably false or 
misleading information that is 
created, presented and disseminated 
for economic gain or to intentionally 
deceive the public, and may cause 
public harm.  

 

Mal-information -  genuine 
information is shared to cause harm, 
often by moving information designed 
to stay private into the public sphere. 

Information disorder 
framework (+ EU) 
 



 Faktabaari trafic signs for fact-based 
 public debate via media literacy 
 

 Misinformation  Faktabaari factchecks with trafic 

 lights (true, 50/50, false) 

 

 Disinformation   Faktabaari with pedagogical 

 blogs presenting disinformation in context while inspiring 
 critical thinking for prevention and warning 

 

 Malinformation Faktabaari pedagogical blogs 

 selectively for warning & prohibition 
/    

https://firstdraftnews.org/coe_infodisorder/


@Faktabaari #EDU  
- #voterliteracy for critical thinking and participation 

   
Replacing ”F*ke news” 
with #vvvsanasto (FI) 



@FactBar #EDU potential?    

www.faktabaari.fi/edu 

http://www.faktabaari.fi/edu


II. EU tackle #disinformation & Press 
Councils? 

 
   

Referred  

among media 
organisations 

 

 

 



”European approach” & Press Councils 

 

  

 

 

   ”No reference” 





”European approach” & media self-
regulation? 16.10.2018 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/roadmaps-implement-code-practice-disinformation  
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New comprehensive ONLINE approach?   

https://rsf.org/en/global-communication-and-information-space-common-good-humankind  
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Provocation: ”Media self-regulatory” 
mechanisms compared  

Press Councils 
 
”Offline” 
 
 
Professional media 
 
 
For quality journalism 
 
 
Human driven 
 
NO for regulation – 
freedom of speech 
 
 
 
 
 

Code of Practice  
 
”Online” 
 
 
Media platforms 
 
 
for democracy 
 
 
Algorhitm driven 
 
Possible regulation? If, on 
what? 
 
 

Tool:  
 
Sphere:  
 
 
Target:  
 
 
Purpose: 
 
 
Actors 
 
 
Perspective: 



Press Council direction - ”responsible 
journalism”? 

https://vastuullistajournalismia.fi/  www.jsn.fi   

https://vastuullistajournalismia.fi/
http://www.jsn.fi/


Independent funding? 

      



III. Transparency to build trust online 

• Chance to ”Check it yourself”  
– Online accountability  

• What should be left for humans? What is AI 
and machine learning?  
– How? And who is in charge?  

• Ethical questions to be taken seriously now 
– EP seminar - data supervisors – 1000 participants  

– Data economy & GDPR, E-privacy  

– Global my data 15.11 

 

 



  

https://ifcncodeofprinciples.poynter.org/  

Fact-checkers transparency 
principles 

https://ifcncodeofprinciples.poynter.org/


Election integrity #EUelections2019 

https://ec.europa.eu/
epsc/events/election-
interference-digital-
age-building-
resilience-cyber-
enabled-threats_en 
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Debating Ethics: Dignity and Respect in 
Data Driven Life (22-26.10.2018) 

https://edps.europa.eu  

https://edps.europa.eu/


Global My Data movement 

https://mydata.org 
 

https://mydata.org/


 
Holistic approach – follow @FactBar  

 
 

Build your own resilience with evidence.  

European approach & privacy 

5.12. state of play 

 

Replace ”F*ke news” 

Hate speech – don’t get misused! 

Critical thinking and extra 10 seconds! 

 



News:  Prision sentences on cyber-harassement 

https://rsf.org/en/news/pro-kremlin-activists-trial-finland-harassing-reporter 
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