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The meeting of the Group of Experts on Protected Areas and Ecological Networks was held virtually on
15 June 2022.

The Standing Committee is invited to:

>

>

Take note of the report of the meeting of the Group of Experts;

Take note of the description of the Emerald Network consolidated dataflow as presented in document
T-PVS/PA(2022)06;

Welcome the launch of the Emerald Network Barometer;

Invite Contracting Parties to update the information regarding management plans in the Standard Data
Forms of their Emerald Network sites;

Welcome the outcomes of the IPA project “Emerald Network data mobilization in the Western
Balkans”;

Welcome the increase of the sufficiency of the Emerald Network in Georgia;

Consider nominating as candidate Emerald Network sites, the sites designated by Iceland and
Liechtenstein which went through a biogeographical evaluation;

Consider adopting the 20 remaining candidate Emerald Network sites in Georgia.


https://rm.coe.int/pa06e-2022-emerald-network-consolidated-dataflow-guidelines/1680a6cd5d
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1. Opening of the meeting

The Chair, Tore Opdahl, opened the meeting and expressed his sympathy with the colleagues and people
in Ukraine.

2. Adoption of the agenda
The Agenda was adopted without amendments.

3. Mandate of the Group and decisions of the 41th meeting of the Standing Committee
to the Bern Convention

The Secretariat recalled the salient points of the 2021 meeting of the Group of Experts and the related
decisions of the 41° Standing Committee. In particular, the Secretariat pointed to:

« the road map for either consolidating, clarifying, adjusting or complementing the legal framework of
the Emerald Network whose implementation had been delayed due to the availability of consultants;

« the development of the Emerald Network Barometer;
» the launch of the IPA project entitled “Emerald Network data mobilisation in the Western Balkans”;

« the progress in the setting-up of the Emerald Network in particular in Iceland and Liechtenstein which,
for the first time, had proposed respectively five and two Emerald Network sites.

4. Development of the Emerald Network guidance and tools
4.a Emerald Network dataflow

Marc Roekaerts introduced the document T-PVS/PA(2022)06 describing the Emerald Network
consolidated dataflow. The document aimed to describe each step of the dataflow and to point to existing rules
and guidance. The document drew on 20 years developments since the adoption of Resolution No. 5 (1998).
The dataflow had grown more stable over time.

The document followed the dataflow cycle in 5 sections: the national databases, the SDF (Standard
Data Form) manager, the upload of data to the CDR (Central Data Repository), the production of the European
Emerald Network Database and the Emerald Network products.

Before data became public, there was a clean-up process removing duplicated records, empty spaces,
syntax errors in species names, etc. to improve comprehensibility and searchability for the public.

Marc Roekaerts also informed of the validation rules and Quality Assurance and Quality Control
procedures during the editing of the data in the SDF manager, when uploading the data to the CDR, when
merging the country data into the European dataset and when making the data public. He emphasized that at
the level of the CDR, blockers were in place in case of incomplete delivery and warnings were implemented
in case of errors at the level of the site code, site type, site name, code of the biogeographical region, species
population unit, species code, species name.

In the subsequent discussion it was stated that the blockers should be kept to a minimum and that Parties
should be given time to become acquainted with the requirements of the tools. Furthermore, warnings and
blockers should be associated with explicit communication with reporters specifying the problems occurring
in the delivery of data.

Participants welcomed the possibility to comment on the document describing the Emerald Network
consolidated dataflow until 15 September 2022.


https://rm.coe.int/pa06e-2022-emerald-network-consolidated-dataflow-guidelines/1680a6cd5d
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4.b Emerald Network Barometer

Marc Roekaerts informed the participants that a Barometer reflecting the indicators presented in the
Emerald Network monitoring framework had been launched.

The Emerald Network Barometer mirrored the Natura 2000 Barometer and provided an overview of the
Emerald Network in the non-EU Contracting Parties in terms of number and area of terrestrial and marine
sites.

The Barometer would enable the production of various statistics for each Contracting Party or groups
of Contracting Parties and to evaluate the evolvement of statistics over the years.

The Barometer considered the 3 phases of the Emerald Network constitution process (i.e. site inventories
and database, coherence of the network and legal protection of sites, and conservation measures).

The Barometer was based on the latest Emerald Network data release and will be updated following
each new release.

4.c Management plans in the Standard Data Forms

Otars Opermanis drew the attention of participants on the indicator of the Emerald Network Barometer
assessing conservation measures and recalled that the Barometer looked at the management plans declared in
the Standard Data Forms. He stressed that not all management plans were recorded, that the information was
not necessarily updated and there was confusion between management plans and other related documents
which raised doubts about the precision and quality of the indicator for measuring conservation measures.

A review and update on the Standard Data Forms by the Contracting Parties was requested. It was
suggested to do that regularly on the country level, and emphasized that information on all Emerald Network
sites should be provided even for those sites without management plans. The relevance of plans or other
documents mentioned in the Standard Data Form should be critically assessed and all available information on
conservation measures should be provided even if that was not mandatory. The Emerald Network Barometer
served as a measure to aid priority-setting.

5. State of play of the Emerald Network and future perspectives
5.a Emerald Network data mobilization in the Western Balkans

Mette Lund from the European Environment Agency (EEA) updated participants on state of
implementation of IPA project “Emerald Network Data Mobilization in the Western Balkans”.

She recalled the mandate of project consisting in the mobilisation of Emerald Network databases in
South-East European Contracting Parties through bilateral workshops, improving the consistency in
interpretation of habitat types in the Resolution No. 4 (1996) of the Bern Convention and the Annex | of the
Habitats Directive, ensuring taxonomic consistency in reporting between the Resolution No. 6 (1998) of the
Bern Convention and the annexes of the Nature Directives, and evaluating proposals of amendments to the
annexes of Nature Directives and the biogeographical regions.

She further reported that bi-lateral workshops with four countries and that two Reference List seminar
took place, that Serbia delivered new data (using habitats codes of Annex | of the Habitats Directive) and could
submit a database to the Bern Convention for evaluation in the near future, that Reference Lists for all countries
would be updated, that crosswalks between Resolution No. 4 (1996) and Annex | were improved and that
proposals of amendments to Annex | made by Serbia would be evaluated.


https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention/emerald-network-barometer
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The project was ending but Emerald Network databases could be provided on an ongoing basis. A follow
up phase to the project could take place under IPA I11 at the earliest in mid-2023.

5.b Emerald Network biogeographical evaluation in Georgia

Marc Roekaerts reported to the Group of the Experts that Georgia benefited for the first time ever of a
third biogeographical evaluation of its list of Emerald Network sites in December 2021. The purpose of the
evaluation was to assess the extent to which the species and habitats for which Georgia had a conservation
responsibility were sufficiently represented and protected in the Emerald Network. The evaluation raised a
lot of interest involving not less than 33 participants and 11 representatives of NGOs. 450 conclusions were
discussed. In terms of results, the conclusions of the biogeographical evaluation had shown significant
progress. The sufficiency of the network increased from 25,1% up to 41,2% since the second evaluation.

5.c Biogeographical evaluation in Iceland and Liechtenstein

The Secretariat informed the participants that following the designation of Emerald Network sites by
Iceland and Liechtenstein, two biogeographical evaluations would be carried out in cooperation with the
European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity. The first in Reykjavik on 21-22 June 2022 and the second in
Vaduz between 24 and 28 October 2022.

With these two evaluations, 17 non-EU Contracting Parties will have benefited of at least one
biogeographical evaluation meaning also that 17 Contracting Parties were now implementing the Emerald
Network.

5.d Development of the network in Contracting Parties and nomination of Emerald Network sites

Parties were given the opportunity to make a report on their efforts for developing the Emerald Network.
Georgia informed that they wished to nominate the 20 remaining candidate Emerald Network sites for adoption
by the 42" Standing Committee. UK stated that they would update their database by reflecting changes to
existing Emerald Network sites. Norway repeated their intention to develop and present a plan and timeline
for the remaining work on developing the Emerald Network.

The Secretariat recalled that formal information and data for the consideration of the 42" Standing
Committee should be submitted to the Secretariat by 1%t November 2022 at the latest.

The Secretariat further informed participants that considering the exclusion of the Russian Federation
from the Council of Europe and pending the unanimous decision of the Standing Committee to invite the
Russian Federation to continue being an observer State to the Bern Convention, the Emerald Network sites
designated by the Russian Federation could be removed from the Viewer and the Barometer at the end of the
year.

6. Future work of the Group of Experts
6.a Programme of activities 2023
The Secretariat presented orally the activities planned for 2023 which included:

o the implementation of the workplan defined by the Standing Committee regarding the legal framework of
the Emerald Network
o the finalisation of:
o the post-2020 workplan of the Emerald Network
o the Emerald Network Monitoring Framework in light of CBD’s global targets and the EU
interpretative guidance related to the targets set in the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030.
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The Secretariat also informed that two biogeographical evaluations were initially foreseen in Belarus
and Ukraine. Both were put on hold sine die as the Council of Europe had stopped all cooperation activities
with Belarus and the war in Ukraine would not enable to resume the activities of the Bern Convention.

Pending the availability of human and financial resources, bilateral work with UK will be undertaken to
look at the pending issues around a streamlined process of adding new sites to a complete national Emerald
Network and at handling legacy habitats translation from Natura 2000 to the Emerald Network issues.

6.b Date and place of the next meeting of the Group of Experts

The Secretariat informed that the 2023 meeting of the Group of Experts would in principle take place
in-person at the end of the first semester 2023 and invited Contracting Parties wishing to host the meeting to
manifest their interest.

The Secretariat further informed that at the meeting of the Group of Experts on Biodiversity and
Climate Change held on 23 May 2022, participants were keen to meet back-to-back with the Group of Experts
on Protected Areas and Ecological Networks in 2024. Furthermore, the 2024 meeting of the Group of Experts
on Protected Areas and Ecological Networks could be part of the activities supported by Liechtenstein during
their chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.

7. Any other business
None

8. Conclusions of the meeting

The meeting results were briefly summarised. The Chair thanked the Secretariat of the Bern Convention,
the Contracting Parties and observers, as well as the consultants. The meeting was closed.
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Documents

Expected results

Wednesday 15 June

9.00

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the agenda

Meeting agenda
T-PVS/Agenda(2022)11

For adoption

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are
informed of the aims of the meeting and adopt the
agenda.

3. Mandate of the Group and decisions of the 41
meeting of the Standing Committee to the Bern
Convention

Presentation by the Secretariat

Report of the 121" meeting of the
Group of Experts on Protected Areas
and Ecological Networks
T-PVS/PA (2021)08

Extract from the list of decisions and
adopted texts on the protection of
habitats

T-PVS/PA(2022)02

For information

The salient points of the 41% meeting of the Standing
Committee to the Bern Convention are recalled.

4. Development of the Emerald Network guidance
and tools

4.a Emerald Network dataflow
Presentation Marc Roekaerts

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are
informed of the Emerald Network consolidated dataflow
and are invited to exchange views on possible follow up
work.

Description of the Emerald Network
consolidated dataflow
T-PVS/PA(2022)06

published on 7 June

For discussion and decision

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts
provide their feedback on the Emerald Network
consolidated dataflow.



https://rm.coe.int/pa08e-2021-metting-report-gopaen-5-6oct2021/1680a45528
https://rm.coe.int/pa02e-2022-extract-list-decisions-41sc-2021-/1680a6a5ff
https://rm.coe.int/pa06e-2022-emerald-network-consolidated-dataflow-guidelines/1680a6cd5d
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4.b Emerald Network Barometer
Presentation by Marc Roekaerts / Otars Opermanis

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are
informed of the launch of the Emerald Network Barometer
assessing progress of Contracting Parties in the
implementation of the Emerald Network.

Link to the Emerald Network
Barometer

Monitoring framework for the
implementation of the Emerald
Network

T-PVS/PA(2020)02

For information

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts take
note of the launch of the Emerald Network Barometer.

4.c Management plans in the Standard Data Forms
Presentation by Otars Opermanis
Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are

informed of the specifications for filling in the fields
related to management plans in the SDF

Specification for filling in the fields
related to management plans in the
SDF

T-PVS/PA(2022)03

For information

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts take
note of the specifications for filling in the fields related
to management plans in the SDF.

5. State of play of the Emerald Network and future
perspectives

5.a Emerald Network data mobilisation in the Western
Balkans

Presentation by Mette Palitzsch Lund
European Environment Agency

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are
informed of preliminary results of the IPA project on
Emerald Network data mobilisation in the Western
Balkans implemented by the European Environment
Agency.

For information

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts
take note of the progress in the implementation of the
project on Emerald Network data mobilisation in the
Western Balkans.



https://tableau-public.discomap.eea.europa.eu/views/EmeraldBarometerdashboard/Barometerstatistics?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&:embed=y
https://tableau-public.discomap.eea.europa.eu/views/EmeraldBarometerdashboard/Barometerstatistics?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&:embed=y
https://rm.coe.int/pa02e-proposal-monitoring-framework-emerald/16809fb019
https://rm.coe.int/pa02e-proposal-monitoring-framework-emerald/16809fb019
https://rm.coe.int/pa03e-2022-specification-for-filling-in-the-fields-related-to-manageme/1680a6a600
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5.b Emerald Network biogeographical evaluation in
Georgia

Presentation by Marc Roekaerts / Otars Opermanis
Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are

informed of the outcomes of the biogeographical
evaluation in Georgia (16 December 2021)

For information

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts
take note of the results of the biogeographical
evaluation.

5.c Biogeographical evaluation in Iceland and
Liechtenstein

Presentation by the Secretariat

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are
informed of the preparation of the biogeographical
evaluations of the list of sites proposed by Iceland and
Liechtenstein.

For information

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts take
note of the planned biogeographical evaluations of the
list of sites proposed by Iceland and Liechtenstein.

5.d Development of the network in Contracting Parties
and nomination of Emerald Network sites

Tour de table
Reminder by the Secretariat

Representatives of the Contracting Parties are invited to
update the Group of Experts of the latest developments
regarding the Emerald Network in their countries.

Representatives of the Contracting Parties and Observer
states are invited to confirm that all newly proposed sites
from their latest national databases are to be sent for
official nomination as candidate sites to the Standing
Committee to the Bern Convention.

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts take
note of the recent developments of the Emerald
Network in Contracting Parties.

Countries may request the official nomination of their
newly proposed Emerald Network sites as candidate
Emerald Network sites by the Standing Committee.

Countries may request the official adoption as Emerald
Network sites (ASCI) of their candidate sites by the
Standing Committee.
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Representatives of the Contracting Parties and Observer
states are invited to inform the Secretariat whether their
country is submitting its candidate Emerald Network sites
for official adoption as Emerald Network sites by the
Standing Committee to the Bern Convention.

For discussion and decision

6. Future work of the Group of Experts

6.a Programme of activities 2023
Presentation by the Secretariat

Members of and observers to the Group of Experts are
invited to propose and discuss new activities in 2023

For discussion and decision

Priority activities are identified and will feed into the
Programme of activity 2023 of the Bern Convention
(subject to the availability of financial and human
resources)

6.b Date and place of the next meeting of the Group of
Experts

Presentation by the Secretariat
Members of and observers to the Group of Experts

wishing to host the next meeting of the Group of Experts
are invited to inform the Secretariat.

For decision

The provisional venue and dates of the next meeting
are agreed on.

7. Any other business

8. Conclusions of the meeting

13.00

Wednesday 15 June
End of the meeting
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