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REPORT SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION FOR THE EUROPEAN DIPLOMA 
FOR ORDESA AND MONTE PERDIDO NATIONAL PARK

Name : Parque Nacional de Ordesa y Monte Perdido
Name and address of the body
responsible for its management:

National Nature Conservation institute (ICONA) 
Huesca Provincial Division 
General Lasheras 8 
Huesca (Spain)

Country : Spain

1. TYPE OF NATURAL AREA, SITE ÓR FEATURE

The Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park is the representative in Spain 
of central Pyrenean mountain ecosystems on calcareous soils. It covers the 
Monte Perdido, Europe's highest calcareous massif, and the high mountain 
valleys descending therefrom: Ordesa Valley (a national park since 1916), the 
Anisclo and Escuain valleys and the Pineta cirque.

The park contains a variety of ecosystems commensurate with its surface 
area (15,608 ha) and great differences in altitude. There are also large 
numbers of threatened plant and animal species and endemic Pyrenean species 
of great ecological value.

The park is of great value as a landscape because of the diversity and 
quality of the habitats found there, ranging from green, high-mountain 
grassland to shady forests and calcareous expanses which, owing to extremes of 
climate, are devoid of vegetation.

This report gives a brief summary of the national park's natural and 
human characteristics. Greater emphasis is placed on the Ordesa Valley, since 
the rest of the area, although in an excellent state of conservation through 
having scarcely been exploited, was incorporated in the national park much 
more recently.

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF ORDESA AND MONTE PERDIDO NATIONAL PARK
2.1 Legal characteristics

2.1.1 The original park

Ordesa Valley National Park was established by a Royal Decree of 
16 August 1918 (see Appendix III) declaring the valley of the river Arazas, 
excluding its source, to be a national park.

2.1.2 Reclassification (Maps 3 and 4)

Pursuant to the Protected Natural Landscapes Act (Law No. 15 of 2 May 1975 
see Appendix III, doc. 4), the nine national parks in Spain are currently being 
reclassified.



,Under the Act, Ordesa Valley National Park has been renamed Ordesa and 
Monte Perdido National Park and its area increased from 2,066 ha to 13,542 ha 
by the inclusion of. the Ahisclo and Escuain valleys and the Pineta cirque, all 
of them in the Monte Perdido massif (see Map 3). The boundaries of the new 
Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park are detailed in Schedule No. 1 to the 
Reclassification Act (see Appendix III, doc. 7).

The Act extending the park was voted by the Cortes on 29 June 1982 and 
published in the Spanish Official Gazette on 30 June 1982.

2.2 Physical and natural characteristics

Because the park's extension is recent, this report discusses principal 
characteristics of either the original park (Ordesa Valley National Park) or 
the enlarged park (Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park).

2.2.1 Topography (Map 5)

The main features are the park's high altitude and the steep-sided valley.

The highest point, Mondarruego, is 2,600 m above sea level and the lowest 
point, the confluence of the Arazas and Ara rivers, 1,100 m above sea level; the 
maximum difference in altitude within the park is thus 1,500 m. The contours on 
Map 5 show that most of the park is situated between 1,500 and 2,000 mabove sea 
level. Altitudes expressed as percentages are:

over 2,500 m: 2.5%
2,000 - 2,500 m: 23.1%
1,500 - 2,000 m: 46.1%
1,000 - 1,500 m: 28.3%

The most distinctive features of the park's steep slopes are the "fajas" 
(small, narrow cornices), and the most outstanding and most visited of these is 
the "Fajo de Pelay", which runs along the valley at an average height of 
1,900 metres.

2.2.2 Lithology and stratigraphy (Map 7)

Geologically Ordesa Valley National Park belongs to the Secondary and, to 
a lesser extent, Tertiary Periods. It consists basically of huge layers of 
calcareous sediment accumulated in the alpine geosyncline; owing to changes 
in the level of the sea during the Secondary Period and a part of the Tertiary, 
the thickness of these layers varies.

2.2.3 Geology and geomorphology
The whole of the Ordesa Valley is a recumbent fold strongly inclined to the 

south, with the result that the crest of the anticline lies outside the park 
boundaries (this is clearly shown by Dalloni in Fig. 1).

The valley was formed by glacial action; the river Arazas subsequently 
carved out its bed and revealed in the process a stratigraphic cross-section of 
subhorizontal calcareous steps. The valley contains many typical karst features.



2.2.4 Pedology
The principal Pyrenean soil types are represented in the valley and range 

from "permafrost" (ground permanently frozen to a considerable depth) above 
2,500 m to rendzinas on limestone with an AC profile, humus carbonate soils 
and shallow peaty soils of great pedological interest.

2.2.5 Climatology

Although the climate of the Ordesa Valley is in principle typically 
Pyrenean (essentially characterised by rigorous winters), it is in some respects 
distinctive because of the valley's east-west orientation (parallel to the axis 
of the Pyrenees range: this in itself is exceptional). The wind system, for 
instance, presents a transverse circulation of great interest (see Fig. 2).

Average températures are: spring 7°, summer 17°, autumn 10° and winter 3°.

Snow is the principal feature in winter and a part of the spring, when 
avalanches occur frequently.

2.2.6 Hydrology (Map 6)

The valley is drained by the Arazas, which rises in the Goriz ravine and, 
because of the valley's geological structure, follows a spectacular course of 
waterfalls throughout its length.

There are also many springs and, at high altitudes, instances of 
hydrological forms associated with karst.

2.2.7 Vegetation (Map 8)

The Ordesa Valley contains a very wide variety of Pyrenean flora ranging 
from common species such as Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) to very interesting 
endemic Pyrenean specias such as Ramondya myconi and Pinguicola longifolia.

Typical mountain and high alpine plant formations are found (see 
Appendix I: Vegetation).

2.2.8 Fauna
There are large numbers of mammal, reptile, bird and fish species. Mammals 

are the most important and include over 500 head of izard (Rupicapra pyrenaica) 
and a mere thirty or so head of "bucardo" (Capra pyrenaica pyrenaica var. Schinz), 
which, as a threatened species unique in the world, is of exceptional 
significance (see Appendix II: Fauna).

2.3 Human characteristics

The interior of Ordesa Valiev National Park is uninhabited. The nearest 
village, Torla, is 6 km away.

2.3.1 Ownership

The greater part of the park (some two-thirds of its surface area) belongs 
to the municipality of Torla. The remainder, except for a few hectares (42) owned 
by private individuals in Torla, is the property of the state (see Map 9).



2.3.2 Traditional activities

The municipality of Torla exploited the natural resources of the valley 
prior to its being made a national park. The main activities were the same 
as in any other Pyrenean mountain region (timber, firewood and grazing), although 
inaccessibility constituted a major impediment. Tradition has it that, when 
the people of Torla heard that the national park was about to be set up in 1918, 
they organised a major tree-felling operation.

2.3.3 Current activities

Currently, only cattle grazing on a restricted scale (some thirty days a 
year) is allowed. For half the time the herds graze in the Soaso cirque, now 
within the national park's boundaries. The main activity is undoubtedly 
tourism, which is growing by the year. There are approximately 300,000 visitors 
each year, mostly in July and August, because throughout the winter and a part 
of spring snow makes the park inaccessible.

2.3.4 Access

The park may at present be reached by road from Biescas via the Cotefablo 
pass to Torla (provincial road No. 140) or from Boltanä along the Ara valley to 
Torla, (provincial road No. 138). The entrance to the valley is 9 km from the 
junction of provincial roads Nos. 140 and 138. The road runs into the part 
for a distance of 3 km and ends at an esplanade, which is merely a stretch of 
stony ground left exposed when the Arazas changed course and now turned into 
a car park.

2.3.5 Facilities in the park
2.3.5.1 Car parking
Space for 700 cars.

2.3.5.2 Wardens' lodge

Small wooden building from which supervision of the park is organised.
2.3.5.3 Restaurant

The restaurant was built' by the National Nature Conservation Institute (ICONA) 
and is run by the municipality of Torla. A small souvenir shop is adjacent.

2.3.5.4 Parador Nacional de Turismo

The Parador, opened in 1953, was unused for 12 years. In 1981 it was 
refitted and reopened to the public. It is run by the Ministry of Commerce and 
Tourism.

2.3.5.5 Visitors' centre

In 1979 ICONA erected a small building to house public information and 
environment services during the summer, but it was never used. It is now being 
altered in order not only to perform more satisfactorily the functions for which 
it is intended but also to blend with its environment.



2.3.5.6 Small refuges

These are located throughout the valley and provide shelter for visitors 
in bad weather.

2.3.5.7 Miradors (observation points)

These are to be found throughout the valley at such places as the best 
views are to be had or some outstanding natural feature demands.

2.3.5.8 Staff

A director, who is a Forestry Commission engineer attached to the Huesca 
Provincial Division of ICONA.

A planning team for Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park made up of a 
Forestry Commission engineer, a biologist and a geographer, under the authority 
of the park director.

A forest ranger service, currently made up of three wardens who live 
in Torla.

A team of guides specially employed by ICONA in July, August and September 
(generally university students following various courses).

2.4 Extension of Ordesa Valley National Park to become Ordesa and
Monte Perdido National Park

As was pointed out in section 2.1.2 above, the reclassification of the 
Ordesa Valley National Park has meant a more than sixfold increase in its 
surface area.

This increase is perfectly justified in every respect (in physical terms 
and in view of the fact that the Ordesa Valley is too small for the influx of 
visitors).

2.4.1 Physical aspects

Within the park's new boundaries are exceptionally important natural assets 
which should be protected:

~ the Monte Perdido glacier, the Maladeta glacier and the small Posets
glacier (in Huesca province too) are now the only "active" representatives 
in Spain of the intense Quarternary Period which shaped a large proportion 
of the national territory. These glaciers are important because, unlike 
Spain's others, they are not inactive remains of an earlier period but 
are still active, albeit to a limited extent.

The Monte Perdido glacier faced damage and even destruction when the 
municipality of Beilsa announced its intention of building a cable car for 
visitors and a: permanent ski resort. Luckily, the scheme never got off the 
drawing board and is now impossible owing to the protected status afforded the site.



- The frozen cave at Casteret. This very important feature in the flat 
area of Miliaris is in the highest underground glacier in the world 
(2,700 m) and consists of fossil ice covering 6,000 m2.

- The Aliselo Valley and Canyon contain distinctive, particularly 
valuable ecosystems. The vegetation is not in itself exceptional, 
although its distribution is : thermal inversion has led to inversion 
of the normal vegetation pattern.

-r The Escuain Gorges constitute a marvellous example of karst relief 
and contain many caves, most of them still unexplored.

The Pineta cirque is a typical example of glacial relief, 
has a view over the Monte Perdido glacier.

From it one

These outstandingly important physical features of the national park are 
set in landscapes of exceptional beauty.

2.4.2 Human aspects
There is no permanent human habitation within the new national park's 

boundaries, only a few small, remote cabins not used for residential purposes.

The peripheral protection area contains important relics and survivals, 
eg the Megalithic dolmen and esoteric traditions of Telia, festivals which 
have retained their traditional features, and the Bielsa carnival. These are 
traditions which not only must not be lost but also should be studied so as to 
bring to light their many as yet unknown aspects. In the Aitiselo canyon, 
within the park's boundaries, lies the hermitage of San Urbez, a leading place 
of pilgrimage.

The park's enlargement further means a widening of visitors' horizons.
The Aitiselo Valley and Escuain Gorges are at present virtually unknown to the 
majority of the population and are a target only for climbers or mountain folk. 
Declaring them to be part of a national park has demonstrably resulted in 
considerably greater visitor demand. Although the threat of damage by visitors 
exists, the development plan in preparation not only lays down rules for 
visitors but also stipulates which areas are closed to visitors; in the case 
of other areas certain conditions are imposed, and for a third group attempts 
are made to funnel visitors so that potential environmental damage is kept properly 
under control. The aim is thus to ensure that some visitors to Ordesa valley go 
elsewhere in the park and hence to avert the clear risk of damage in certain 
parts of the valley arising from the seasonal concentration of visitors and the 
foreseeable annual increase in their numbers.
3. European interest justifying the application

The general arguments for conserving the Ordesa and Monte Perdido National 
Park in its natural state have just been explained. Specific arguments may be 
classified under:

- national interest: by IUCN standards for national parks, it is the most 
important example of Pyrenean ecosystems;

- worldwide interest: a threatened subspecies unique in the world,
Capra pyrenaica pyrenaica var. Schinz, is to be found there. The 
Ordesa Valley is its last redoubt;



- European interest: an important point is that it is separated from 
France's Western Pyrenees National Park by no more than an 
administrative frontier.

The national park's management body, ICONA, believes that a territory 
forming a geographical unit should not be subject to different basic management 
and conservation systems simply because it lies astride a frontier.

In this context, the frequent contacts with the French national park's 
administration should be noted. It is to be hoped that they will be intensified, 
with a view to establishing common criteria for basic issues such as conservation 
of species and general principles of park management, despite current differences 
of opinion regarding primarily the exploitation of natural resources as practised 
in the French national park (on the Spanish side, such exploitation is confined 
to scientifically justified, short-term summer grazing and, in the Arazas Valley, 
fishing at certain times in prescribed conditions).

Grazing is scientifically justified because of the current state of 
dependence of subalpine pasture: if severe limitations on livestock grazing 
were introduced, the quality of current pasture land would begin to decline. 
Furthermore, tending flocks and herds is an activity as old and traditional as 
the sedentary life of the inhabitants of the Pyrenees: it is, with the timber 
industry, their fundamental and necessary activity. In practice, these two 
major resources alone have enabled the people to survive, a survival threatened 
by the very severe living conditions prevalent in the area. The municipalities 
affected by the national park are aware of the problem, which is offset to some 
extent by the growth in tourism: it is to be hoped that tourism will generate 
new jobs and enhance material well-being.

As regards tourism too, contact will be made with the French national park: 
joint work should without question result in fuller knowledge for both the 
French and the Spaniards of two territories which are, in fact, merely the north 
and south faces of a single geographical unit, the Pyrenees.

Thus, for the time being, it will be Spain's only transfrontier park. And, 
since there are unlikely to be any further developments along these lines, the 
situation is clearly of great interest not only for the two countries directly 
concerned but also for Europe as a whole: the two parks together will offer 
the be3t illustation of the Pyrenean range from every angle, ranging from 
geology (the great convulsion which, in the Tertiary Period, altered Spain's 
J.and structure is easily visible) to the history of human occupation through 
the ages as reflected not only in remains such as a dolmen but also in the 
survival of ways of life from the recent and distant past.
4. Geographical description and boundaries of Ordesa and Monte Perdido

National Park
4.1 Ordesa Valley National Park

The Ordesa Valley National Park is enclaved in the central Pyrenees in the 
province of Huesca. The Royal Decree of 16 August 1918 (see Appendix III) 
stipulates its co-ordinates as follows:

- northern limit:
- southern limit:
- eastern limit:
- western limit :

42°40'30" N 
42°37’40" N
3°42'30" E of the Madrid méridien 
3°35'10" E of the Madrid méridien.

The park's geographical boundary is set out in the same royal decree.



4.2 Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park

Reclassification entailed the incorporation in the park of the Monte Perdido 
massif, the Aîlisclo Valley and Canyon, the Escuain Gorges and the Pineta cirque.
The park's geographical boundary is set out in a schedule to the Act (see 
Appendix III, doc. No. 7).

Ordesa Valley National Park consisted exclusively of land owned by the 
municipality of Torla or the state. Extension has resulted in the inclusion 
of land belonging to the municipalities of Beilsa, Tella-Sin, Fanlo and 
Puertolas too.

Section 4 of the Act provides for the creation of peripheral protection areas, 
the limits of which are likewise defined in a schedule.

The Act also establishes a zone of influence covering the whole of the 
territory of municipalities extending into the national park and peripheral 
protection area. The municipalities concerned are thus: Bielsa, Broto, Fanlo, 
Puertolas, Tella-Sin and Torla (see Map 4).

5. Statutory protection for Ordesa and Monte Perdido
National Park

5.1 Past and present measures

5.1.1 National Parks Act of 7 December 1916

5.1.2 Royal Decree establishing Ordesa Valley National Park,
16 August 1918

5.1.3 Ministerial Order for a public inquiry into the enlargement of
Ordesa Valley National Park (Ministry of Agriculture,
31 October 1974)

5.1.4 Protected Natural Landscapes Act, 2 May 1975

5.1.5 Royal Decree approving the implementing of regulations for the 
Protected Natural Landscapes Act (Law No, 15 of 2 May 1975) ,
4 March 1977

5.1.6 Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park (Reclassification and 
Extension) Bill, 20 October 1981

5.1.7 Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park (Reclassification and 
Extension) Act (Law No. 52 of 13 July 1982)

5.2 Summary of the Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park (Reclassification 
and Extension) Act, No. 52 of 13 July 1982

The Act consists of 18 sections, three final provisions and two schedules. 
The scope of the different sections is as follows:

Section 1

The purpose of the park, which complies with IUCN standards for national 
parks.



Section 2

The territory included in the new park (the exact boundaries are set out 
in Schedule No. 1). Ownership and the methods for legally incorporating 
further land into the park where necessary.
Section 3

Certain specific restrictions on the use of the park; special soil 
protection measures.

Section 4

Establishment of peripheral protection areas (the boundaries of which are 
specified in Schedule No. 2); special soil protection measures and use 
restrictions shall be binding.
Section 5

Creation of a zone of influence and definition of its extent (ie all 
municipalities with land in the park or its peripheral protection area) and 
purpose (primarily protection and socio-economic development).
Section 6

A development plan to be drawn up within a year; the main points to be 
included therein are specified.
Section 7

Special development plans to be drawn up in the light of the general 
development plan provided for in the previous section.
Section 8

Need for co-operation with other bodies, especially France's Western 
Pyrenees National Park.

Section 9

Certain restrictions regarding the prospection and extraction of minerals 
and the cutting/removal of plant species.
Section 10

Composition,, role and functions of the park's board of management.
Section 11

A standing committee of the board of management to be established.
Section 12

Appointment of the park's director/warden by ICONA, subject to the prior 
approval of the board of management.



Section 13
Conditions governing the transfer of ownership of land within the park. 

Section 14

Resources available for managing the park.

Section 15
The municipalities on whose territory the park is situated to have prior 

claim regarding any concession, authorisation of provision of services and 
public use provided for in the development plan.

Section 16
The penalties to be imposed for infringement of the regulations applicable 

in the park.

Section 17
Measures to be taken by the public authorities to ensure strict compliance 

with the regulations concerning protection of the park's assets.

Section 18

Prohibits the granting of concessions for the use of surface or underground 
waters, unless they are deemed essential in the development plan.
FINAL PROVISIONS

1. A royal decree to be promulgated regarding possible military use of land 
within the park's boundaries.

2. The government to be allowed a maximum of one year in which to issue the 
necessary regulations for the implementation and enforcement of this Act.

3. The new board of management to be set up within two months.
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APPENDIX I

VEGETATION OF ORDESA AND MONTE PERDIDO
NATIONAL PARK

FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS

The three types of vegetation found within the park are sub-Mediterranean, 
mountain and alpine. The park’s altitude range is from 700 m to 3,355 m 
(Monte Perdido summit). Much of the land is calcareous, and its topography and 
geomorphology decisively influence its vegetation and flora, which are typical 
of chalk soils. The importance of the territory within the national park is, 
illustrated by the opinion of the French botanist P. Chouard, who wrote as 
early as 1928 that "between the heights of Monte Perdido and the 1,200-metre 
deep Niscle Canyon lies a succession of landscapes almost unique in Europe".

Sub-Mediterranean vegetation

Mountain oaks (Quercetum rotundifoliae buxetosum), with Quercus ilex ssp 
rotundifolia as the dominant species; box trees (Buxus sempervirens),
Viburnus tinus, Phillyrea media, Aristilochia pistolochia, Rosmarinus officinalis. 
Juniperus oxicedrus, J. phoenicea, Rubia peregrina and enclaves of Arbutus unedo. 
There are too plantations of Querceto-buxetum with Quercus gr. faginea, as well 
as stretches of boxwood scrub, dry forests of Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) and 
dry pasture.

Mountain vegetation

This consists of the extensive forests lining the sides and bottoms of 
valleys and gorges. The first of the two commonest vegetation types is of 
Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) and boxwood (Buxus sempervirens) forest, with 
undergrowth including species such as Arnelanchier ovalis, Cytisus sessilifolius, 
Coronilla emrus, Acer monspesulanum, Serbus aria. Anemone hepatica, Helleborus 
viridis and Daphne laureola. On ridges and the steepest of south-facing slopes 
is to be found a spiky heathland of Echinospartium horridum (Genista horrida).

The second major type consists of fir (Abies, alba) and beech (Fagus sylvatica) 
forests forming the sparsely represented Galieto-Abietetum association. There 
are also rare beech stands ■ (Helleboreto-Fhgetum) with Helleborus viridis.

acetosella, Poa nemoralis, etc. The beech stand most typical of 
calcareous Pyrenean soils is Scilleto-Fagetum buxetosum with its abundance of 
boxwood, Acer opalus sp. opalus, Sorbus aria, etc. Buxeto-Fagetum is found on 
the steepest slopes.

In addition there are enclaves of mixed deciduous trees (Tilia cordata, 
Fraxinus excelsior, etc), copses of aspen (Populus tremula) and birch (Betula 
f.Hkf.s.ce.ns) » an(i typical waterside stands (Salix eleagnus, Fraxinus angustifolia) .
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Subalpine and alpine vegetation
The distinctive subalpine communities consist of scattered pine forest 

(Pinus uncinata) with clumps of Rhododendron ferrugineum and Vaccinium myrtillus 
as well as mountain willows (Salix herbacea, Salix pyrenaica). In many places 
pines are replaced by beech, birch and rowan (Sorbus aucuparia). The Pinus 
uncinata forest constitutes the natural limit of forests generally, above the 
beech and fir forests.

Treeless areas account for 88% of the national park's territory. Of these 
areas, 52% consist of a grass formation called alpine "tasca" and the remainder 
is made up of plant formations specific to stony and rocky ground and to flooded 
soils. The alpine tasca and subalpine pasture consist of formations of Festuca 
eskia and Festuca spadicea on decarbonated ground. The most widespread 
community is the one characterised by Festuca scoparia, which is typical of 
calcareous plateaux at particular altitudes. The most representative species 
are: Festuca scoparia, Vicia pyrenaica, Androsacea villosa, Sideritis hyssopifolia, 
Satureja alpina, Gentiana verna, Avena montana, Poa alpina, etc. There are also 
enclaves of the group represented by Elyna myosuroides and Oxytropis foucandii 
with Poligonum viviparum, Carex corv'ula, Cerastium alpinum, Draba sillcuosa, etc.
The predominant vegetation in permanently wet areas consists of Carex devalliana 
and other Carex species (Carex frigida, Carex fiacca, etc), as well as, in places, 
Eriophorum latifolium.

The formation normally found on scree is Crepidium pygmea, the dominant 
species being Crépis pygmea with Ranunculus parnassifolius, Carduus cardinoides, 
Cirsium glabrum, Aquilegia pyrenaica and sometimes Dioscorea pyrenaica.

Finally, there are the rupicolous plant communities found on steeply sloping 
mountain sides, rocks, precipices and calcareous plateaux. These are the home of 
many endemic Pyrenean species. One plant typical of the most shaded rocks is 
Ramondia pyrenaica, an interesting, endemic species of Tertiary flora. Also 
found are Lonicera pyrenaica, Draba aizooides, Potentina nivalis, P. alchemilbides, 
Globularia nana, Asperula hirta, Saxifraga longifolia, etc. When water seeps 
through the rock, Pinguicola longifolia, Carex tenuis, etc are found.

SPECIAL FEATURES OF FLORA AND VEGETATION
Mountain oak stands (Quereus ilex ssp. rotundifolia) with boxwood (Buxus 

sempervirens)'. and enclaves of strawberry trees (Arbutus unedo) , as well as 
other typically Mediterranean plants (Phyllirea media).

Thermal inversion in the'Anisclo Valley with "estacion abisal" and the 
presence of Rhododendron ferrugineum at an altitude of 960 m.

Periglacial phenomena with highly distinctive flora at the Arrablo Pass 
and in the Sierra Custodia (2,000-2,600 m) - Ranunculus parnassifolius,
Br-lmpura anethystinas, Bras sia' repanda, Arenaria tetraquera and Borderea pyrenaica.

Examples of typical Pyrenean beech stands are to be found in the Ahisclo 
and Ordesa Valleys.

Forests of Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) with boxwood and Echinospartium 
horridum typical of the central Pyrenees and sparse forests of Pinus uncinata 
with Rhododendron ferrugineum.

Residual clumps of yew (Taxus baccata) in the Bujaruelo Valley in the 
peripheral protection area.

Abundant examples of the distinctive flora of rupicolous associations and 
of springs and wet ground.



APPENDIX II

FAUNA OF ORDESA AND MONTE PERDIDO NATIONAL PARK

STANDARD LIST OF VERTEBRATE FAUNA SPECIES PRESENT
IN THE ORDESA AND MONTE PERDIDO NATIONAL PARK

AMPHIBIA

Urodela:

x Euproctus asper (Duges)
Salamandra salamandra (Schreiber) 

Anura:
^ Bufo bufo spinosus (Dawdin)

Alytes obstetricans (Laurenti) 

Rana temporaria (Linnaeus) 

REPTILES

Sauria:
Anguis fragilis (Linnaeus) 
Lacerta hispanica (Steindechner) 

Lacerta muralis (Linnaeus)

» Lacerta montinola (Boulenger)
)) Ophidia:

Coronella austriaca (Laurenti) 

Natrix inaura (Linnaeus)
Natrix natrix (Linnaeus)
Vipera aspis (Linnaeus)

X Endemie Iberian species



Symbols used in the standard list of bird species
The status of each bird species in Spain is indicated by one of the 

following symbols before the Latin name:

■fc endemic Iberian species

in danger of extinction

O threatened
£> species uncommon in Spain

Status in Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park is indicated by symbols 
after the vernacular name thus:

winter visitor

summer species

species of passage

sedentary or present all year

nesting

status undefined at present

no information available
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Status Nesting
Mi I vus mil vus S Sd

Mil vus niiyîrana P

Accipiier gentili:; C~O C?î

A Accipiter ni s  us S Sd

Butco busco s Sd

A Hie-raactus  fasoiatus Sd

o Aquila  chrysaetos s G
Circaetus gallicus P

o Neophron perchopterus E

#  Gypaëtus  barbatus S Ô
o Gyps  fulvus S no cria  en

o Palco  peregrinus S ô

o Falco  subbuteo E Sd

Falco  tinnunculus S ©

a Lagopus  mutus S e

o Tetrao urogallus s SI
Perdix perdix s
Coturnix coturnix E Sd

Tringa  hypoleucos E *

Columba  palumbus E P ©
Cuculus  canorus . P Sd

Tvto alba E N*
o Asie otus Sd Sd

Strix aluco S G

Caprimulgus  europeaus E Sd

Apus  apus E Sd

Apus  melba E Q

o Alcedo atthis r-Cl Sd

Upupa  cpops E Sd



Status Nesting
Jvnx corquilla i:L .. Sei

Pi eus viriel is s U

#  Dryoeopus martius
O

Dondrocopos  major s «

o Dondrocopos  leucotcs s Sei

Alauda  ar  ver, sis E Sd

Hirundo rupestris E ©

Hirundo rustica E P

Delichon urbica 1 EP

Anthus  trivalis E Sd

Anthus  spinoletta E Q

Montacilla  cinerea S ©

Motacilla  alba er e" ;
Lanius  collurio E c
Lanius  senator E Sd

o Cinclus  cinclus S

Troglodytes troglodytes S o

Prunella collaris E ©

Prunella modularis s ©

Sylvia  borin E ©

Sylvia  atricapilla E e

Sylvia  communis E o

Phylloscopus  trochillus S **

Phylloscopus  bonelli E Sd

a Phylloscopus  sibilatrix P

Regulus regulüs S s

Regulus ignicapillus S c

Ficedula hypoleuca P

Muscicapa  striata E ©

Oenanthe oenanthe E o

Oenanteh hi spani  ca P



Mon ti cc In a xât, il is  

Phoenicui• u.1-: ochruru-'j 

Phoenicurus  plioen.'curus 

£rithacus  rub coula  

Luscinia  mcgarhynchos  

Turdus  iorguatus  Minio 

Turd us  merula

Turdus  iiiacus  

Turdus  philomelos 

Turdus  viscivorus

Aegithalos caudatus

Parus  palustris

Parus  cristatus

Parus  ater 

Parus  caeruleus

Parus  major  

Sitta  europaea 

Trichodroma  muraria  

Certhia familiaris  

Certhia brachydactyla

Emberiza citrinella

Emberiza cia

Emberiza cirlus

Frinqilla  coelebs

Serinys citrinella

Serinus serinus

Carduelis spinus  

Carduelis carduelis

Carduelis cannabina

Pyrrhula  pyrrhula

Loxia  curvirròstra

Status
E

E

E
S

E

P, I

S

P

S

S

S

S

S

s
s

s 
s 
s 

■ s
E

S

S

S

s
Sd

P

s
s
s
E

Nesting
O

Ci

■9

Sd

<9

ti»

®
©
©
.0
©
&

9

&

a
e
o
o
O

©
©

©
Sd
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Pie-- 1VS2
pyr »'• h occro x p vit h n co r a  x 

A PVrr'nocorax  graculus  

Corvus  corono 

Corvus  corex 

Passe r dotnesiieus 

Petronia petronia 

Galidris  alba

Status Nesting

( J ó
c* c*o
s f.J

s &

er c*1 Kt

t'?O vl*

L6 o
s G
P



MAMMALS
Insectivores

X

r

«

Ta  1 pti cm-op op a  cinerea (Gmelin)

G_ol omyr nyrcnaicus  

■Soi-oX iniii iilus  (Linnaeus)

: So vex 5r-"i:'-us:  (Linnaeus)

Noo rn y s  fod i e n s (Per; n at)

Sun eus ct ruscus  { Vi)

Crocidura  russula  pulchra  (Cab.  era) : 

Carn ivores. -

Vulpes vulpes (Linnaeus)

Martes ma rtes martes (Linnaeus)

Ma rtes foina  foina  (Erx leben)

Mustela erminea (Linnaeus)

Mustela nivalis  (Linnaeus)  

o Lutra  lutra  (Linnaeus)

Genetta genetta (Linnaeus)

Felis sylvestris  (Schrebes)

Artiodactyl a . -

Sus  scrofa  (Linnaeus)

Capreolus capreolus (Linnaeus)

Rupicapro  rupicapra  pyrenaica  (Bonaparte)  

Capra  pyrenaica  pyrenaica  (Schinz)

Leper ide e. -

Lepus europaëus (Linnaeus) Liebre europea 

Sciuridae. -

Sciurus  vulgar  is (Linnaeus)

Gliridae. -

Eliomys quere inus quercinus (Linnaeus)  

Glis  glis  py renai  eus (Cabrera)

Mu ri cl a  e . -

Apodemus fia  vicoli!.?- (Melchior)
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Mus sprctu.'-:

Clcthrionora  y ? ala  reo* i::; va  «con i ft e (Mi I ier)

Pitv:riys  pyr-?tKtic:us

Pityrny s  gr. :I '.;oo'e ei n cos i aius

Mie rotes nivalis  equità incus  (Mariius)

Miere ius  a rvaiis  (Pallas)

Mi ero tus  agrès  H s  (Linnaeus)


