
 

 

Ref ► HDGE/GED/Cooperation 19 October 2022 

Information about ongoing capacity building and co-operation 
projects 

The Council of Europe implements targeted capacity building and co-operation projects on 
gender equality and combating violence against women and domestic violence to provide 
national authorities with information about relevant standards, as well as with the tools and 
the expertise necessary to comply with them. Projects support countries to implement Council 
of Europe standards as well as to comply with the case law of the European Court of Human 
Rights. 
 
These projects contribute towards making gender equality a reality in both the member States 
and within the organisation. 
 

Ongoing projects 

 
Council of Europe’s co-operation with the EEA and Norway Grants 
 
Since 2011, the Council of Europe has worked in partnership with the EEA and Norway 
Grants Financial Mechanism under Programme Area 22 – domestic and gender-based 
violence.  
 
The co-operation builds on the extensive expertise of the Council of Europe and its human 
rights standards on gender equality and violence against women and domestic violence, in 
particular, the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). 
 
Within the current EEA and Norway Grants cycle 2014-2021, the Council of Europe provides 
strategic advice on domestic and gender-based violence through five programmes in the 
following countries: 

  Bulgaria 

  Lithuania 

  Romania 

  Slovakia 
 
The Council of Europe also takes a leading role in the EEA/Norway Grant SYNERGY Network 
against gender-based and domestic violence including Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic,  Estonia, Hungary, Iceland, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. The SYNERGY meetings and conferences 
facilitate cooperation across countries as regards violence against women and domestic 
violence, and has proven to be a promising space for advocacy for ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention, providing concrete and verifiable examples of the benefits of ratification, and 
concrete examples of implementation of the Convention. Co-operation activities under 

Human Dignity and Gender Equality Department 

Gender Equality Division 

Cooperation Unit 

 

 

 

https://eeagrants.org/Who-we-are/Who-we-work-with/Council-of-Europe
https://eeagrants.org/Who-we-are/Who-we-work-with/Council-of-Europe
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/text-of-the-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/text-of-the-convention
http://eeagrants.org/content/download/13122/177054/version/2/file/FMO_170774+Blue+Book+Final+Update_2017_FIN.pdf
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EEA/Norway Grants programmes aim at bringing about substantive changes on the ground 
in benefit of victims and building up and strengthening the countries’ capacity to prevent and 
combat violence against women and domestic violence. 
 
Selection of publications: 
 

 Improving the effectiveness of law-enforcement and justice officers in combating 
violence against women and domestic violence 

 Enhancing the professional capacity of the Bulgarian Police to deal with cases of 
domestic violence and violence against women 

 Implementing Article 10 of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and 
combating violence against women and domestic violence – establishing national co-
ordinating bodies 

 Implementing a comprehensive and co-ordinated approach - An assessment of 
Poland's response to prevent and combat gender-based violence 

 Training of Trainers Manual: Effective Multi-agency Co-operation for Preventing and 
Combatting Domestic Violence 

 Preventing and Combating Domestic Violence against Women: A learning resource 
for training law enforcement and justice officers 

 
 

PGG II: Women's Access to Justice: delivering on the Istanbul 
Convention and other European gender equality standards in the Eastern 
Partnership countries  
 
Member states of the Council of Europe have a legal obligation to ensure that all individuals 
in their jurisdiction have effective, available and efficient access to justice, that there is a 
system of remedies for victims and that the justice system is held accountable for any 
violation. Effective justice systems based on human rights standards, the rule of law and 
democratic values are central to enabling women to become equal partners in decision-
making and development and to be informed participants in their societies. 
 
The project, implemented under the Partnership for Good Governance (PGG), a joint 
programme of the European Union and the Council of Europe, aims at strengthening access 
to justice for women, especially women victims of violence in line with the Council of Europe 
gender equality standards and contributing towards the Eastern Partnership countries 
ratification of the Council of Europe Istanbul Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence. 
 
The project’s objectives : 
 

 Authorities, justice sector professionals, and civil society apply new competences on 
the standards on access to justice of the Istanbul Convention, in order to remove 
obstacles to access to justice. 

 Authorities, justice sector professionals and civil society introduce measures, 
including on training, to ensure that the justice chain is gender responsive, particularly 
for women victims of violence in line with the Istanbul Convention and other European 
standards. 
 

http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016807016f3
http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016807016f3
http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016806facd0
http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016806facd0
http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016806f6fc0
http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016806f6fc0
http://rm.coe.int/doc/09000016806f6fc0
http://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168064ecd8
http://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168064ecd8
https://rm.coe.int/16806ee730
https://rm.coe.int/16806ee730
https://rm.coe.int/16806ee727
https://rm.coe.int/16806ee727
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
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The project complements other Council of Europe projects in the region by contributing to the 
development of a gender sensitive justice system. 
 
All deliverables can be found here.  
 
 
Selection of publications (PGG I and PGG II): 
 

 Report of the International conference “Women’s access to justice: moving closer 
to full ratification and implementation of the Istanbul Convention” English 

  Interactive online tool of the Checklist on Gender Mainstreaming Law Schools' 
Curricula 

 Checklist for Gender Mainstreaming Law Schools’ Curricula  
ENG  / ARM /  AZE /  GEO /  ROM /  RUS /  UKR 

 Guide for developing a mentoring programme on Women's Access to Justice for 
legal professionals  ENG / ARM / AZE / GEO / ROM / RUS / UKR 

 Guidance Note - Framework for measuring access to justice including specific 
challenges facing women - UN Women - Council of Europe (2016)    

 ENG / ARM / AZE / GEO / ROM / RUS / UKR 

 Women's access to justice: a Guide for Legal Practitioners  

 ENG / FR / ARM / AZE / GEO / ROM / RUS / UKR 

 Training Manual for Judges and Prosecutors on Ensuring Women’s Access to 
Justice consists of a general part, and is accompanied by four country chapters  

 Country Chapter for Armenia ENG 

 Country Chapter for Georgia ENG 

 Country Chapter for the Republic of Moldova ENG 

 Country Chapter for Ukraine ENG 
 

 Country Studies on Barriers, Remedies and Good Practices for Women’s Access to 
Justice in Armenia, in Azerbaijan, in Georgia, in Moldova and Ukraine  
 

 Feasibility Study on Equal Access of Women to Justice 
 
The HELP course on Access to Justice for Women is now available in all six Eastern 
Partnership countries languages.  
 
More information about the project 
 
Duration: 1 January 2019 – 28 February 2023 
 
 

ARMENIA 
The Path towards Armenia's Ratification of the Council of Europe 
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and 
Domestic Violence 
 
The Council of Europe project aims at strengthening the capacity of key stakeholders involved 
in preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, protecting the 
victims and prosecuting the perpetrators of violence as well as advancing gender equality. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/strengthening-access-to-justice-for-women-victims-of-violence-2019-2021-
https://rm.coe.int/report-on-conference-women-access-to-justice-eng/1680a8668e
http://elearningpills.com/checklist/story_html5.html
https://rm.coe.int/checklist-gender-mainstreaming-eng-pdf-enhanced/1680a099b8
https://rm.coe.int/checklist-gender-mainstreaming-eng-pdf-enhanced/1680a099b8
https://rm.coe.int/checklist-gender-mainstreaming-eng-pdf-enhanced/1680a099b8
https://rm.coe.int/a4-enchanted-gmchecklist-arm-122020-pdf/1680a1359e
https://rm.coe.int/a4-enchanted-gmchecklist-aze-122020-pdf/1680a1359f
https://rm.coe.int/a4-enchanted-gmchecklist-geo-122020-pdf/1680a135a0
https://rm.coe.int/a4-enchanted-gmchecklist-rom-122020-pdf/1680a135a1
https://rm.coe.int/a4-enchanted-gmchecklist-rus-122020-pdf/1680a135fd
https://rm.coe.int/a4-enchanted-gmchecklist-ukr-122020-pdf/1680a135fe
https://rm.coe.int/guide-for-developing-a-mentoring-programme-on-women-s-access-to-justic/16809c8291
https://rm.coe.int/a4-arm-version-methodology-17072020/16809f1be4
https://rm.coe.int/a4-aze-version-methodology-16072020/16809f1be5
https://rm.coe.int/a4-geo-version-methodology-17072020-1-/16809f1be6
https://rm.coe.int/a4-rom-version-methodology-2072020/16809f1be7
https://rm.coe.int/a4-russian-version-methodology-14072020-1-/16809f1be8
https://rm.coe.int/a4-ukrainian-version-methodology-13072020/16809f1be9
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168069cf4e
https://rm.coe.int/framework-arm-a4/16809f1bea
https://rm.coe.int/framework-az-a4/16809f1beb
https://rm.coe.int/framework-geo-a4/16809f1c21
https://rm.coe.int/framework-rom-a4/16809f1c22
https://rm.coe.int/framework-rus-a4/16809f1c23
https://rm.coe.int/framework-ukr-a4/16809f1c24
https://rm.coe.int/factsheet-womens-access-to-justice/16808ff44e
https://rm.coe.int/acces-a-la-justice-guide-feb-2019/168092dc44
https://rm.coe.int/methodology-womens-access-to-justice-arm-pgg/16809c8282
https://rm.coe.int/methodology-womens-access-to-justice-aze-pgg/16809c8283
https://rm.coe.int/methodology-womens-access-to-justice-geo-pgg/16809c8285
https://rm.coe.int/methodology-womens-access-to-justice-rom-pgg/16809c828b
https://rm.coe.int/methodology-womens-access-to-justice-ru-pgg/16809c828c
https://rm.coe.int/methodology-womens-access-to-justice-ukr-pgg/16809c828d
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-women-access-to-justice/16808d78c5
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-women-access-to-justice/16808d78c5
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-for-judges-and-prosecutors-on-ensuring-women-s-access-/1680764286
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-for-judges-and-prosecutors-on-ensuring-women-s-access-/1680764286
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-for-judges-and-prosecutors-on-ensuring-women-s-access-/1680764286
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-for-judges-and-prosecutors-on-ensuring-women-s-access-/1680764286
http://rm.coe.int/armenia-barriers-remedies-and-good-pratices/168075fd50
http://rm.coe.int/azerbaijan-barriers-remedies-and-good-pratices/168075fd51
http://rm.coe.int/georgia-barriers-remedies-and-good-pratices/168075fd52
http://rm.coe.int/moldova-barriers-remedies-and-good-pratices/168075fd53
http://rm.coe.int/ukraine-barriers-remedies-and-good-pratices/168075fd54
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680597b1e
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/help-online-course-on-access-to-justice-for-women
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/strengthening-access-to-justice-for-women-victims-of-violence-2019-2021-
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The project builds on the achievements of the previous project “Preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence in Armenia”. The Council of Europe focuses 
on providing information and knowledge about relevant European standards, in particular the 
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and 
domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) and its implications for national policy and legal 
frameworks. The project gives timely support for the implementation of the recently adopted 
law on domestic violence in Armenia and paves the way for the ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention in Armenia. 
 
The project will contribute to the following specific outcomes outlined in the Council of 
Europe’s Action Plan for Armenia for 2019–2022: 
 

 Armenia is better prepared for the ratification of the Istanbul Convention 
 The Armenian legal and policy framework on preventing and combating domestic 

violence is in line with Council of Europe standards 
 Women victims of gender-based violence and domestic violence, including the most 

disadvantaged, have better access to justice and support services 
 
The project's long-term impact aims that women in Armenia benefit from gender equality and 
protection against all forms of violence against women. 
 
The project aims to: 
 

 Enhance the knowledge of law enforcement and legal professionals, as well as 
journalists and other stakeholders on the law on domestic violence and European 
standards, notably the Istanbul Convention, as they deal with the cases of domestic 
violence and violence against women 

 Strengthen the capacity of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, public officials 
and social workers to apply European standards (notably the Istanbul Convention) as 
they implement the law on domestic violence and provide support for women victims 
of violence against women 

 Support gender sensitivity in education by assisting in the development of curricula, 
courses and materials for primary and secondary schools 

 
Selection of publications: 
 

 Combating gender stereotypes and sexism in and through education 

 Guideline on Gender equality and Violence against Women and for Armenian 

Journalists and Media Workers  

 Training manual “Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and 
Domestic Violence in Armenia” for legal professionals EN 

 
Duration: April 2019 – December 2022 
 
More information about the project 
 
 
 
 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/preventing-and-combating-violence-against-women-in-armenia
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/preventing-and-combating-violence-against-women-in-armenia
https://rm.coe.int/prems-011920-arm-2501-depliant-fiche-egalite-education-3-volets-web-a5/16809ce329
https://rm.coe.int/media-guideline-eng-final/1680a15260
https://rm.coe.int/media-guideline-eng-final/1680a15260
https://rm.coe.int/eur-justice-arm/168093c14b
https://rm.coe.int/eur-justice-arm/168093c14b
https://rm.coe.int/eur-justice-eng/168093c14a
https://www.coe.int/en/web/yerevan/preventing-and-combating-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-in-armenia-2019-2021-
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PGGII – AZERBAIJAN 
Raising awareness of the Istanbul Convention and other gender equality 
standards in Azerbaijan 
 
The project “Raising awareness of the Istanbul Convention and other gender equality 
standards in Azerbaijan” is a joint action under the European Union and Council of Europe’s 
programme Partnership for Good Governance II (PGG II). 
 
This project aims to raise awareness on the Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) and other gender 
equality standards in Azerbaijan, in order to strengthen domestic legislation and policies to 
align them with European standards. The Istanbul Convention is widely recognised as one of 
the main legal standards and the most comprehensive international treaty to tackle violence 
against women and domestic violence (VAW/DV), which is a serious violation of the human 
rights of women. It is implemented by the Council of Europe. 
 
To achieve that, the project co-operates with the Azerbaijani authorities through three main 
fields of action: legislative and policy frameworks, awareness-raising activities and capacity-
building of government officials. 
 
The project objectives are two-fold: 
  
To provide support to the Azerbaijani authorities in their path towards signature and 
ratification of the Istanbul Convention. 
 
To raise awareness on the content of the Istanbul Convention, provide a better understanding 
of its aim and provisions, and increase the capacity of national actors to align legislation and 
policies with European gender equality standards and deal with VAW/DV. 
 

To achieve the objectives the project foresees the following activities: 

 a gap analysis with recommendations of the current legislative and policy 

framework of Azerbaijan in line with Council of Europe gender equality standards, 

including the Istanbul Convention; 

 a roundtable with relevant public officials to present the report and its 

recommendations, and discuss the follow-up; 

 capacity-building sessions of legal professionals on VAW/DV, through the CoE 

HELP Programme (Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals); 

 development and piloting of a twinning methodology for public officials in the field 

of VAW/DV; 

 specialised training for public officials through the twinning methodology on the 

topic of VAW/DV ; 

 peer-exchanges for state authorities’ representatives to promote the transfer of 

knowledge and experience on policies to combat VAW/DV and multi-agency co-

operation; 

 a series of webinars on specific articles of the Istanbul Convention; 

http://partnership-governance2-eu.coe.int/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/help/about-help
https://www.coe.int/en/web/help/about-help
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 capacity-building sessions for state authorities and CSO representatives to 

develop a nation-wide campaign on VAW/DV ; 

 delivery of a national campaign under the umbrella of the 16 Days of Activism to 

stop VAW/DV, in line with the Istanbul Convention and other CoE standards; 

 production of visibility materials to raise awareness on VAW/DV and gender 

equality standards in Azerbaijan. 

The expected results are the following:  
 

 Enhanced understanding on the Istanbul Convention and other gender equality 
standards in Azerbaijan; 

 Increased capacity of national authorities to develop national legislation and 
policies in line with CoE standards on preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence, including the Istanbul Convention; 

 Application of knowledge and skills on the Istanbul Convention and CoE standards 
on gender equality by legal professionals and civil servants when dealing with 
cases of violence against women and domestic violence. 

 

Duration: 1 July 2020 – 28 February 2023 
 
More information about the project 
 

 
 
GEORGIA 
Promoting an Integrated Approach to End Violence against Women and 
Enhancing Gender Equality in Georgia  
 
The project aims at supporting the efforts of state authorities in preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence, protecting the victims and prosecuting the 
perpetrators of violence as well as advancing gender equality. 
 
The Council of Europe focuses on providing the latest information and knowledge about the 
relevant European standards, in particular the Council of Europe Convention on preventing 
and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention), and 
its implications for national laws, policies and practices to ensure better support, protection 
and access to justice for victims and survivors of violence against women. 
 
The project will focus on capacity and knowledge building on the Istanbul Convention and will 
ensure that an exchange of promising practices is promoted. The project will provide support 
for analysing gaps in policies and practices, developing modules and materials and practical 
tools, such as guidebooks and awareness raising materials, as well as conducting trainings, 
online courses and a study visit to exchange experiences with other Council of Europe 
member States. 
 
The project aims to: 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/raising-awareness-of-the-istanbul-convention-and-other-gender-equality-standards-in-azerbaijan
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home?
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home?
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 Strengthening policy and institutional framework for the effective application of 
European standards, notably the Istanbul Convention and other gender equality 
standards 

 Reinforcing the capacities of public officials (legal professionals, social workers, etc.) 
to deal with cases of violence against women and domestic violence; 

 Raising awareness of the general public and authorities on the prevention of violence 
against women and domestic violence, including gender equality. 

 
Selection of publications: 
 
• Stalking and Istanbul Convention; 

• Children’s Rights and Istanbul Convention; 

• Mapping support services for victims of violence against women in line with the 

Istanbul Convention. EN  

• Questionnaire on legislative and other measures giving effect to the provisions of the 

Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women 

and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention)  

• Study: the Administration of Justice on Sexual Violence crimes against Women in 

Georgia. EN 

 
Duration: 1 January 2020 - 31 December 2022 
 
More information about the project  
 
 

 
KOSOVO1 
Reinforcing the fight against violence against women and domestic 
violence in Kosovo* (Phase III) 
 
The project builds on the results of the project "Reinforcing the fight against violence against 
women and domestic violence in Kosovo* (phase II)" implemented in 2019-2021. 
 
As of on 25 September 2020, Kosovo* has adopted an amendment to its Constitution that 
gives direct effect to the Istanbul Convention. In this context, supporting local authorities on 
implementation of the Istanbul Convention standards is of utmost importance. The Council of 
Europe project aims at defining a concrete roadmap for strengthening Kosovo’s* legal an 
policy frameworks in co-operation with the Council of Europe Group of Experts on Action 
against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) as well as building 
institutional capacities to prevent and counter violence against women and domestic violence 
in line with the standards of the Istanbul Convention. 
 
Expected outcomes 
 

 Access to Justice for victims of VAW and DV is enhanced; 

                                                           
1 All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, shall be understood in full 
compliance with United Nations Security Council resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo. 

https://rm.coe.int/stalking-and-the-istanbul-convention/16808c59b2
https://rm.coe.int/childrens-rights-and-the-istanbul/16808c59ae
https://rm.coe.int/geo-mapping-suport-services/16809981dc
https://rm.coe.int/geo-mapping-suport-services/16809981dc
https://rm.coe.int/final-vaw-support-2019-eng-forms/168093b8b9
https://rm.coe.int/grevio-/16809898ff
https://rm.coe.int/grevio-/16809898ff
https://rm.coe.int/grevio-/16809898ff
https://rm.coe.int/-web/1680a0a414
https://rm.coe.int/-web/1680a0a414
https://rm.coe.int/sexual-violence-research-eng/1680a17b78
https://www.coe.int/en/web/tbilisi/promoting-an-integrated-approach-to-end-violence-against-women-and-enhancing-gender-equality-in-georgia
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/reinforcing-the-fight-against-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-in-kosovo
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/reinforcing-the-fight-against-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-in-kosovo
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 Kosovo*authorities design legal and policy frameworks in line with international and 
CoE requirements in the area of VAW and DV; 

 Victims of VAW and DV receive quality support by trained staff and an increased 
number of perpetrators are held accountable and rehabilitated; 

 Legal professionals dealing with cases have a better understanding of victim-centered 
gender-sensitive approaches to VAW and DV and enhanced skills to deal with these 
cases; 

 An inclusive expert evaluation and participatory process is implemented in line with 
international and CoE standards; 

 NGOs and other relevant stakeholders are more capable to conduct prevention 
campaigns dealing with VAW and DV; 

 The Division on social services and welfare of the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Welfare applies quality guidelines including training for centers for social work; 

 Local support services are equipped with knowledge and skills to establish and run 
perpetrators programmes. 

 
 
Duration: July 2021- February 2023  
 
More information about the project  

 
 

 

TURKEY 
Fostering women’s access to justice in Turkey (2021-2022) 
 
The action on “Fostering women’s access to justice in Turkey”, implemented under the 
European Union and Council of Europe’s joint “Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans 
and Turkey 2019-2022”, aims to strengthen women's access to justice in Turkey in line with 
international and European standards. 
 
The action is contributing to enhancing accessibility and quality of legal aid and victim support 
services for women and supporting key stakeholders, including civil society, to facilitate 
women’s access to justice in Turkey. 
 
The action will contribute to the following specific objectives: 
 

 Improving the gender responsiveness of legal aid and victim support services to 
effectively respond to the needs of women. 

 Enhancing legal aid access for women, including through working with legal aid 
lawyers and civil society. 

 Increasing legal literacy and awareness among women, especially groups of women 
in vulnerable situation. 

 
Expected Results 
 

 Knowledge generated among key stakeholders on barriers for women's access to 
justice and legal aid and support services in Turkey and on how to remove them. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/reinforcing-the-fight-against-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-in-kosovo-phase-iii-1
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/reinforcing-the-fight-against-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-in-kosovo-phase-iii-1
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/horizontal-facility
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/horizontal-facility
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 Enhanced quality and gender responsiveness of legal aid and judicial support services 
through capacity building of legal aid and judicial support professionals. 

 Provision of legal aid and assistance to women in selected communities, including 
those from vulnerable or disadvantaged groups, by legal aid lawyers trained on 
gender-sensitive and victim-centred approaches. 

 Increased awareness and knowledge among women on their legal rights, how to 
exercise them and on available legal remedies and services, including legal aid and 
judicial support services. 

 Increased awareness and understanding among key stakeholders, including judicial 
and statistical authorities, on measuring women's access to justice and legal aid. 

 
Project Activities 
 

 A research/study on the reality of barriers of women’s access to justice and legal aid 
in Turkey with recommendations and ways forward 

 Providing legal aid to women, particularly to those from disadvantaged groups, by 
trained legal aid lawyers, in selected provinces 

 Capacity building programmes for legal aid lawyers and judicial support officers, on 
women’s access to justice, including training of trainers and online tutored training 
through Council of Europe HELP Programme (Human Rights Education for Legal 
Professionals). 

 Guidelines/checklist for lawyers providing legal aid for women. 

 Seminar and publication on measuring women’s access to justice and legal aid 
through a seminar sharing European standards and promising practices 

 Targeted outreach and awareness raising workshops, seminars, materials, 
publications and translations. 

 
Duration: October 2021- December 2022 
 
More information about the project 
 
 
 

UKRAINE 

Combatting Violence Against Women in Ukraine (COVAW)  
 
Firmly rooted in the Istanbul Convention, the COVAW project provides technical cooperation 
support for reforms regarding violence against women and domestic violence in Ukraine. 
COVAW advances the fight against violence against women and domestic violence and 
ratification of the Istanbul Convention, supports national legislation and policy reforms related 
to counteracting domestic violence, and raises the awareness of authorities and the Ukrainian 
public to support women’s human rights.  
  
The COVAW project focuses on two key aspects to propel Ukraine forward in its efforts to 
combat violence against women and domestic violence and pave the way towards its 
ratification of the Istanbul Convention; awareness raising and legislative frameworks.  
 
The project builds on previous co-operation projects with Ukraine focused on advancing in 
the ratification process of the Council of Europe Istanbul Convention and in the 
implementation of its standards.  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/fostering-women-s-access-to-justice-in-turkey
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/fostering-women-s-access-to-justice-in-turkey
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/the-istanbul-convention-a-tool-to-advance-in-fighting-violence-against-women-and-domestic-violence-in-ukraine
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The project has the following priorities 
 

 support for the ratification of the Istanbul Convention by working with the relevant 
Committees of the Verkhovna Rada 

 

 increased awareness of authorities at different levels regarding the problem of 
violence against women and domestic violence in Ukraine and the need to combat it; 
sharing information about the Istanbul Convention and other international standards 
in this area 
 

 raising awareness of society on combating stereotypes and gender inequality, risks 
of domestic violence and the international standards to combat it, including the 
Istanbul Convention. 

 

 strengthened capacities and increased knowledge of relevant professionals and 
stakeholders, including in selected amalgamated communities. 

 

 identification of gaps hindering prevention of violence against women, protection of 
victims of this violence, prosecution of perpetrators or integrated policies at a central 
or local level 

 legislative reforms and improved policy to aid victims of violence against women and 
domestic violence 

 
The project will work throughout Ukraine to further an efficient system of protection of victims 
of violence against women and domestic violence. 
 
Duration: 1 January 2021- 31 December 2022  
 
Selection of Publications: 

 Guidance for the running of shelters for victims of violence against women and domestic 

violence in Ukraine 

 Guidance to the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine with regard to a long-term approach 

to awareness-raising on violence against women and domestic violence in Ukraine 

 Risk Assessment Standards and Methodologies for Diverse Stakeholders in Ukraine: 

Next Steps in Implementing International Standards to Ensure the Safety of Victims of 

Violence against Women and Domestic Violence 

 Court Considerations on Issuing Restraining or Protection Orders in Cases of Domestic 

Violence: International Standards and Overview of Ukrainian National Practice 

 Media Guidance for the Development of Self-Regulatory Standards to Report on Cases 

of Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence, based on Council of Europe 

Standards 

 Infographics: How will the System of Assistance to Victims Violence against Women 

and Domestic Violence Need to be Improved Following Ukraine’s Ratification of the 

Council of Europe Convention? 

https://rm.coe.int/guidlines-shelters/16808e52e7
https://rm.coe.int/guidlines-shelters/16808e52e7
https://rm.coe.int/guidance-to-awareness-raising-in-english/16809eef45
https://rm.coe.int/guidance-to-awareness-raising-in-english/16809eef45
https://rm.coe.int/eng-26-06-corrected-by-designer/16809eedf5
https://rm.coe.int/eng-26-06-corrected-by-designer/16809eedf5
https://rm.coe.int/eng-26-06-corrected-by-designer/16809eedf5
https://rm.coe.int/restraining-protection-orders-dv-report-ukraine/1680a01299
https://rm.coe.int/restraining-protection-orders-dv-report-ukraine/1680a01299
https://rm.coe.int/vaw-media-guidelines-english/1680a077eb
https://rm.coe.int/vaw-media-guidelines-english/1680a077eb
https://rm.coe.int/vaw-media-guidelines-english/1680a077eb
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-infographic-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07f27
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-infographic-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07f27
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-infographic-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07f27
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 How Ukraine’s System of Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence and Violence 

against Women will Need to be Improved Following Ukraine’s Ratification of the Council 

of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and 

Domestic Violence 

 Infographics: 9 Facts about the Istanbul Convention 

 Myths and Facts about the Istanbul Convention 

 
More information about the project 
 
 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
Supporting the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in the Republic of Moldova 
 
This project is a follow up from previous co-operation with the Moldovan authorities in the 
field of violence against women and domestic violence through the project "Awareness-
raising activities on the Istanbul Convention in the Republic of Moldova", implemented in 
2020-2021. 
 
The previous project promoted knowledge and generated visibility to increase the 
understanding about the aims, values and content of the Council of Europe Convention on 
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul 
Convention) to support the Moldovan authorities in paving the way towards its ratification. 
 
 
The new project "Supporting the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in the Republic 
of Moldova" (2022-2023) will act as a roadmap to support the Moldovan authorities in their 
first steps of implementation of the Istanbul Convention and is in line as well with their national 
policy instruments. To do so, the project will aim to continue to raise awareness of the Istanbul 
Convention and other gender equality standards in the Republic of Moldova across actors. 
The project will also seek to strengthen the capacity of key stakeholders involved in 
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, protecting the 
victims and prosecuting the perpetrators of violence, and advancing towards an effective co-
ordination among the relevant stakeholders in line with the Istanbul Convention. 
 
Main activities 
Awareness-raising 

 Workshops for different audiences (journalists, civil society organisations, etc); 
 Grants for NGOs to develop awareness-raising campaigns on the occasion of the 16 

days of activism against gender-based violence; 
 Visibility materials, through translation of existing tools and development of new 

material. 
Capacity-building of professionals 

 Capacity-building sessions of legal professionals and police officers on VAW/DV, 
through the Council of Europe HELP Programme (Human Rights Education for Legal 
Professionals); 

 Development of guidelines methodology for training of trainers (ToT) for social 
workers; 

 ToTs for social workers and cascade trainings; 

https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-brochure-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07eea
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-brochure-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07eea
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-brochure-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07eea
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-brochure-ic-system-of-assistance-en-25112020/1680a07eea
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-infographic-ic-myths-and-facts-en-25112020/1680a07eec
https://rm.coe.int/ukr-2020-brochure-ic-myths-and-facts-en-25112020/1680a07ee8
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/combatting-violence-against-women-in-ukraine-covaw-
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/moldova-2020
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality/moldova-2020
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/text-of-the-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/text-of-the-convention
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 Research on multi-agency co-operation and risks assessments; 
 Promotion of multi-agency co-operation through working groups and study visits. 

 
Expected results 
 

 Enhanced understanding on the Istanbul Conention and other gender equality 
standards in the Republic of Moldova across actors and sectors; 

 Increased capacity of national authorities to develop national legislation and policies 
in line with CoE standards on preventing and combating violence against women and 
domestic violence, including the Istanbul Convention; 

 Increased multi-agency co-operation to prevent and combat violence against women 
and domestic violence; 

 Application of knowledge and skills on the Istanbul Convention and Council of Europe 
standards on gender equality by legal professionals and civil servants when dealing 
with cases of violence against women and domestic violence. 

 
Duration 
 

1 January 2022 – 31 December 2023 
 
More information about the project 
 
  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality-staging/supporting-the-implementation-of-the-istanbul-convention-in-the-republic-of-moldova
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ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: MULTI-COUNTRY PROGRAMME 
 
The multi-country programme promotes a comprehensive approach to fight violence against 
women and domestic violence and focuses on the prevention of violence, protection of the 
victims and the prosecution of the perpetrators. 
 
The multi-country programme generates knowledge and tools to the benefit of member and 
non-member states but also provides focused, flexible, responsive and tailor-made support 
to the  beneficiary countries in the area of preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence, based on the Council of Europe’s standards in this area, in 
particular the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and 
domestic violence (Istanbul Convention).  
 
A particular focus is made on enhancing knowledge and understanding on the Istanbul 
Convention among authorities and local stakeholders and generally, to promote ratification 
and implementation in support of the recommendations of the Group of Experts on Action 
against Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) where available. 
 
The programme provides support upon request of interested authorities. 
 
Main acitivities 
 
The programme is conceived to: 
  

Deliver research, needs assessment, gap analysis of key and emerging topics on violence 
against women and domestic violence, namely, sexual violence, online violence against 
women, COVID-19 impact on gender equality and violence against women; 

 

Develop tools and materials aiming at raising awareness of the Istanbul Convention 
standards on gender equality and violence against women among key stakeholders, 
including government officials, members of Parliament (MPs), NGOs, the private sector 
and the media; 

 
Provide specialist advice on anti-violence strategies, co-ordination among relevant 
agencies, and policy issues in line with the Istanbul Convention; 

 
Provide advice and assistance in reviewing laws and regulations and preparing legal 
analysis on violence against women and the implementation of the Istanbul Convention 
by facilitating peer-to-peer exchange with other member states; 

 
Provide detailed legal and operational advice and assistance in relation to setting up 
and/or developing the relevant institutions and mechanisms, such as co-ordinating 
bodies, protocols for delivering services and/or staff training to ensure the 
implementation of the Istanbul Convention. 

 
Duration 
1 January 2022 – 31 December 2025 
 
More information about the project 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/grevio
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/grevio
https://www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality-staging/supporting-the-implementation-of-the-istanbul-convention-in-the-republic-of-moldova

