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...THE NEW CHAIR OF THE CDCJ 

Signe Öhman (Sweden) was elected Chair 
of the CDCJ at the plenary meeting of 
November 2025. Having freshly started her 
first term of office on 1 January 2026, we 
have asked her a few questions. 
 

 

 

 
Signe Öhman (Ministry of Justice of 
Sweden), Chair of the European 
Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) 
 

 
What do you think makes the CDCJ stand out? 

The CDCJ is a long-standing intergovernmental committee of the Council of Europe which 
was set up more than 60 years ago. Six decades later and after more than 150 legal 
instruments, the CDCJ is still going strong! It has recently prepared the first international 
legally binding instrument offering protection to lawyers against increasing interference 
with their work and personal attacks. The Council of Europe Convention for the 
Protection of the Profession of Lawyer, or Luxembourg Convention, was opened for 
signature in May 2025 and already more than 30 countries have signed it - an 
unprecedented level in such a short period. We need to keep momentum, hoping for a 
swift entry into force as it will not only make the rights of the convention effective but also 
allow states worldwide to join. It may be the jewel in the crown, but the CDCJ is active in 
many other areas. It recently joined forces with the Steering Committee on the Rights of 
the Child (CDENF) in preparing two practical recommendations on the rights and best 
interests of the child in parental separation proceedings and care proceedings. It also 
commissioned and published a Study on climate change litigation as a contribution to the 
Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment. It has also just adopted a thematic report 
focusing on the career and training of judges as a follow-up to the Council of Europe Plan 
of Action on an impartial and independent judiciary, known as the Sofia Action Plan. As 
you can see with these few examples, the remit of the CDCJ is strikingly broad which, I 
believe, makes it both a challenge and a strength. 

 

 

  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cdcj?pk_campaign=newsletter
https://www.coe.int/?pk_campaign=newsletter


What is on the committee’s agenda for the coming year?  

The CDCJ will continue working on the rights of donor conceived persons to have access 
to their origins. It is a highly topical issue in today’s societies but means reconciling 
sometimes very diverging interests. In parallel, it will continue updating a 
recommendation on children and nationality with a view to avoiding statelessness 
amongst children, which can prevent them from enjoying basic human rights such as the 
rights to education or health. It is worth underlining that it has recently published a 
Compendium of promising practices on children’s access to nationality. With both, the 
CDCJ makes it possible for the Council of Europe to contribute as a solution seeker to the 
Global Alliance to End Statelessness launched by UNHCR in 2024. It is also a very 
exciting period because the CDCJ has started a dynamic process to identify the topics it 
will be dealing with in its next terms of reference for 2028-2031. There is no lack of urgent 
topics for the Committee, which demonstrates its continued relevance of the Committee 
in taking up the challenge to respond to our societies’ evolving needs using as compass 
the Council of Europe’s three pillars: the Rule of Law, Human Rights and Democracy. 
     

  
    

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
Protection of Lawyers 
  
On 13 May 2026, the CDCJ marked 
the the1st anniversary of the opening 
for signature of the Council of Europe 
Convention for the Protection of the 
Profession of Lawyer in Luxembourg. 
To date, 34 member states have 
already signed the Luxembourg 
Convention. 
 
=> Click here for the dedicated 
webpage on the Lawyers Convention 
 

Read more ›  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Access of donor-conceived persons 
to their origins 
  
The Committee of Experts on Access 
to Origins (CJ-OR) held its 3rd meeting 
(24-26 March 2026) and made 
progress on the drafting of a 
Committee of Ministers 
recommendation on the rights of 
donor-conceived persons to know 
their origins, also taking into account 
other interests at stake. 
 

Read more › 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsF30mRIQdYnIVj3SOU4Fo/lci9F8m6rqFL
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsF30mRIQdYnIVj3SOU4Fo/lci9F8m6rqFL
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsF30mRIQdYnIVj3SOU4Fo/lci9F8m6rqFL
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFVLUdiozeiSlmsqDSnxs/cS2XoEwn94EV
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFVLUdiozeiSlmsqDSnxs/cS2XoEwn94EV
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsFxgCq9DLkdd1qiE2RXfw/vma7YWXChHZj
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsGsLdF003wTxXyMzgP164/MxBIv-A64qOt
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsGsLdF003wTxXyMzgP164/MxBIv-A64qOt
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsHKgLRQOQ2P7o2CNVNko8/epzpYXgJLR1p
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsEag4Es2HSs8FfE4ZVKXk/dYsuak9lEqmL
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsGQ0v2ZbhqYnHuXbrQHO0/gVw6_Ds49JhA


 

 

 

 

  
Stateless children 
  
At its 5th meeting (23-24 February 
2026) the Limited Working group of 
the CDCJ on migration (CDCJ-MIG) 
continued its work on the revision of 
Recommendation CM/Rec(2009)13 
on the nationality of children.  
The Compendium of promising 
practises on access to nationality for 
stateless children, also prepared by 
the CDCJ-MIG and adopted by the 
CDCJ, was published in February 
2026. 
 

Read more ›  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
Strengthening judicial 
independence and impartiality 
  
At its 106th plenary meeting, the 
CDCJ adopted, as a follow-up to the 
Council of Europe Plan of Action on 
Strengthening the Independence and 
Impartiality of the Judiciary (Sofia 
Action Plan), a thematic review report 
focusing on the career and training of 
judges. It gives an overview of the 
situation across member states, 
identifying progress and challenges. 
 

Read more › 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsZpYlGl8owdTsYKOTJj5I/XYFaiX1Ku6bx
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsZpYlGl8owdTsYKOTJj5I/XYFaiX1Ku6bx
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuSp5GZji3OfqCMUky6T1o/T3dpPudxs07O
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwLoblsiHHqiCWAf7StCyK/dap-_Zp-mfMc
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwLoblsiHHqiCWAf7StCyK/dap-_Zp-mfMc
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwLoblsiHHqiCWAf7StCyK/dap-_Zp-mfMc
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyEo8HBgqWIkYpypTxfwuq/Pn-ZQYxIjk5F
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng20nBHndyzCpHTbACxFQns/Li6MB0yvdHvI
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng20nBHndyzCpHTbACxFQns/Li6MB0yvdHvI
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng20nBHndyzCpHTbACxFQns/Li6MB0yvdHvI
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng3tmhn6cYDerdnPKZS2AkO/seSizVew9yyB
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsHn13dqmm8KI461lKMUWC/6uuDzQ8vIeDn
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng07nemUfPkkmv9mzqSSgrM/mVA7lZhtIEur


 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
CCJE - Opinion on the use of 
artificial intelligence (AI) in the 
context of the judicial process 
  
The Consultative Council of European 
Judges (CCJE) is devoting its 
29th Opinion to the use of AI in the 
judicial process. Its Working Group 
held two meetings to advance the 
drafting of this opinion which will be 
adopted by the CCJE at its upcoming 
plenary meeting (23-25 November 
2026).  
It is also preparing a thematic study 
on courts and environmental 
litigation, also for adoption at the next 
plenary meeting of the CCJE. 
 

Read more › 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
CCPE - Opinion on providing 
efficient support and safeguards for 
prosecutors to enable an effective 
prosecution service 
  
The Consultative Council of European 
Prosecutors (CCPE) is dedicating its 
21st Opinion to the necessary support 
and safeguards for prosecutors for the 
purpose of an efficient prosecution 
service. Its Working Group met twice 
and made progress on the draft 
opinion, which will be adopted by the 
CCPE during its next plenary meeting 
(15-16 October 2026). 
 

Read more › 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tribute to Antonio Vercher Noguera   
   
It is with great sadness that we learnt of the passing of Antonio Vercher Noguera (Spain). He 
presided over the CCPE three times, once as late as last year, always with a combination of 
great efficiency and openness. His contribution to the work of the CCPE through the years has 
been truly invaluable, and he will be sorely missed by his colleagues of the CCPE and the 
secretariat alike (link to CCPE news).  

  

 
 

RECENT EVENTS   
   
Side-Event on Preventing Child Statelessness, 61st UN Human Rights Council, 2 March 
2026 

  

 

 
     

https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkniZggYwMR1fIRbedQ/87ZcoCJwxK-J
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7flkniZggYwMR1fIRbedQ/87ZcoCJwxK-J
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng9YlHJ1YFv0yikppewOOZw/LXUirUQ6JffS
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuTHPymA6PUb0SQK8n5Cjs/v7rMjwQe_ZoA
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuTHPymA6PUb0SQK8n5Cjs/v7rMjwQe_ZoA
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwMGwU58fdwdMmEUVHrwgO/UCImKa2dwFP3
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyFGSzO7EsOfj62ermegcu/k8Y8Kal4T5_s
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng08FzUh5o6qi5PqpEHRQZQ/FGjG8oo7j8op
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng08FzUh5o6qi5PqpEHRQZQ/FGjG8oo7j8op
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng5mmEIPb7S6u07DUvwougu/et__MrPEFJM9
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsaHtTTBXB2Ye8c9mIISnM/NXd6IrbyTyLj


 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

     
Read more ›  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
Read more › 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

    
New translations of the leaflet 
available in German, Italian, Polish, 

 

 

 

 

 

     
Read more › 

 
 

 

 

 

https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng3uF2VJ2wZkmo3T9xH0uSS/-E9sneDL9O3t
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7gE5Vv052erWh5UgGaOLU/sINutj70ESsc
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsakEBfbvX8ToOfzA7HCVQ/uSTQ1C1c1L_8
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuTjkgyaUlaWAiU9Wc3wRw/1fzIOlWK-Prq
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwMjHCHZ402YX2IJt6qgOS/iU6qqtzsJdaz
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng9ZfwjQP2dCp3GxUQaLs04/SJ2as6MGAKme
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng21FW004NLIkRjezamEAVw/uZb4MmN-7Dke
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng5nEZ0c1VoCpANHKJlneOy/f13oVSNcSjuB
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng9ZDc1DyeH6tt0tf2lN8I0/OUzSrDpIRTPn
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7ggQE7QTOkmgx9K45Z83Y/SWR71bbysNZU


 

Romanian, Spanish, Turkish and 
Ukrainian. 
 

Read more ›  

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

    
New translations available in Arabic, 
German, Portuguese and Turkish. 
 

Read more ›  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
New translations available in 
German, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, 
Romanian and Spanish. 
 

Read more › 

 
 

 

  

 

 
     

 

  

 
 

Have your say   
   
You are receiving this newsletter based on your interest in the legal co-operation aspects. We 
would love to hear your feedback, you can contact us at DGI-CDCJ@coe.int.   

 
 

https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyFinhaXdEUatM6UFbdQKy/K_UCYLozbAkB
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng08iKCtWCSwdFfuec6QAHU/2P_yGNfRMwOr
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng21hqiCUlhOfbzioybCuE0/A0ce7eyFgKoZ
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng3uhNDVTKvqhyJWzL5zeAW/z0b1EghpmabU
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng5ngtioRuAIkKdL9hamO72/nVpjV2Zdgq83
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuUC5PB0t7gRKyXyuR2gA0/zCMWraKYjP5A
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwNBbuTzSM8ThIM9GvpQ6W/5LBCkDSOmgUq
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfyGB8Pmy1aaW3cAJdQcA32/Trh3t56FoudD
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng09Aev5wap2YPvyTzvOtzY/oy7on9gNz2Ld
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng22ABQOvA3UamFmeMQBdw4/p0xhZqwpWEQl
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng5o9ER0sIWOfUtOz5Pl7p6/cmtQVF1I5T3o
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng7h8kwJqrkqhrDD9RuXrlc/qbdef6BZ7Bt5
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng9a8HRcpQzIkDX1JoPKbi8/hW2excYjadH-
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsbetc4SiFKK8undvlEfvY/JYj0Dq9EmkGo
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuUeQ7NRHTmMVEboIG1Ps4/hf5vqltFhVj7
https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwNdwcgPqiEOrYPyeko9oa/9q7jWu40luIo
https://rm.coe.int/prems-016425-gbr-practical-guide-on-the-european-convention-on-foreign/48802aac7f
mailto:DGI-CDCJ@coe.int
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cdcj/publications?pk_campaign=newsletter
https://rm.coe.int/prems-016425-gbr-practical-guide-on-the-european-convention-on-foreign/48802aac7f
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https://78be9.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng22cW8bLYPaVwVqTkFANe8/rJLWxsXn8UnO
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