Inaugural meeting of the Working Group on monitoring and reporting on freedom of expression
and freedom of information in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Jahorina, 14 and 15 June 2023

Representatives of state and entity institutions, independent bodies and civil society of Bosnia
and Herzegovina gathered at the first meeting of the Cross-Coordinating Working Group on
Monitoring and Reporting on Freedom of Expression and Freedom of Information in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, held in Jahorina on 14 and 15 June 2023.

The Working Group, established by the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees with the support
of the project aims at consolidating the capacities of the Ministry and other relevant institutions
and stakeholders to monitor, analyse, and report on the realisation of these rights and the
country’s compliance with international obligations in these areas. The environment that enables
strong and independent journalism and the public’s access to information is a crucial condition
for a functioning democratic society. That is why freedom of expression and free access to
information are fundamental values and rights of every citizen. Unfortunately, in 2023 we are
witnesses to a worsening state of the freedom of the media, not only on an international level
but also specifically in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The participants agreed that establishing a co-operative human rights monitoring and reporting
cycle on freedom of expression and access to information, with efficient multisectoral co-
operation and co-ordination is a cornerstone for the achievement of their long-term capacity to
contribute to the promotion of freedom of expression, freedom of the media and freedom of
information. In this regard, the members of the Working Group have agreed on the priorities and
next steps, including capacity building and training activities, upgrading of monitoring and
reporting methodologies and practices at use, and the production of a pilot report on freedom
of expression and access to information.

This activity is supported through the framework of the project ‘Enhancing institutional capacities
on freedom of expression and information in Bosnia and Herzegovina (EFEx)’, that is
implemented by the Council of Europe and funded through the voluntary contribution of
Sweden, through the Swedish International Development Co-operation Agency (Sida).
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Inaguracijski sastanak Koordinacijske radne grupe o praéenju i izvjeStavanju o slobodi
izrazavanja i slobodi pristupa informacijama u Bosni i Hercegovini

Jahorina |14. i 15. juni 2023. godine

Predstavnici drZzavnih i entitetskih institucija, nezavisnih tijela i civilnog druStva Bosne i
Hercegovine okupili su se na prvom sastanku Koordinacijske radne grupe za praéenje i
izvjestavanje o slobodi izrazavanja i slobodi informisanja u Bosni i Hercegovini, koji je odrzan na
Jahorini 14. i 15. juna 2023. godine.

Radna skupina koju je osnovalo Ministarstvo za ljudska prava i izbjeglice BiH uz podrsku projekta
ima za cilj konsolidaciju kapaciteta Ministarstva i drugih relevantnih institucija i aktera vezano za
praéenje, analizu i izvjeStavanje o ostvarivanju ovih prava i uskladenosti drzave sa medunarodnim
obavezama u tim podrucjima. OkruZenje koje omoguéava nezavisno novinarstvo i pristup javnosti
informacijama klju¢an je uslov za funkcionisanje svakog demokratskog drustva. Zato su sloboda
izrazavanja i slobodan pristup informacijama temeljne vrijednosti i prava svakog gradanina.
Nazalost, u 2023. godini svjedoci smo sve goreg stanja slobode medija, ne samo na
medunarodnoj razini nego i konkretno u Bosni i Hercegovini.

Ucesnici i uCesnice su se sloZili da je uspostavljanje kooperativnog ciklusa praéenja ljudskih prava
i izvjeStavanja o slobodi izrazavanja i pristupu informacijama, uz ucinkovitu medusektorsku
suradnju i koordinaciju, kamen temeljac za jac¢anje njihovih kapaciteta i sposobnosti da doprinesu
promovisanju slobode izrazavanja, slobode medija i slobode informisanja. U tom smislu, ¢lanovi
Radne grupe dogovorili su se o prioritetima i sljedeé¢im koracima, uklju¢ujuéi rad na izgradnji
kapaciteta kroz razli¢ite edukacije i obuke, nadogradnju metodologija i praksi pracenja i
izvjeStavanja, te izradu pilot izvjesStaja o slobodi izrazavanja i pristupu informacijama.

Ova aktivnost je podrzana u okviru projekta ‘Jacanje institucionalnih kapaciteta u oblasti slobode
izrazavanja i informisanja u Bosni i Hercegovini (EFEx)’, koji implementira Vijeée Evrope, a
finansira Svedska, kroz Svedsku agenciju za medunarodni razvoj i saradnju (Sida).
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