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Appraisal of European Nature
Conservation Year 1995

campaign for nature, this second cam-
paign can undoubtedly be called a
great success.

Twenty-five years after the first great

All European countries, whether members
of the Council of Europe or not, launched
major national programmes, many of them
innovative and broad in scope. While the
Council of Europe has heard a great deal
about them, many events will obviously
remain unknown and will be neither publi-
cised or applauded. But that is not the
point.

The point is that so many individuals, vol-
untary organisations, authorities and policy-
makers decided to do more and take better
care to protect our natural heritage.

This issue aims to reflect the wide variety
of activities carried out from Iceland to

Cyprus and Moldova to Portugal. It is also
an enthusiastic tribute and an expression of
warm thanks to all those people every-
where who showed such goodwill and
spent time and money on the campaign in
the hope that nature - their nature - would
be preserved and attract greater respect and
consideration.

The challenge - how to provide adequate
living conditions for future generations -
remains with us and will probably be there
for a long time. I hope this tremendous
pooling of energies will have made a
response to it easier. ]

Jean-Pierre Ribaut



n 1970, more than 25 years ago, the

Council of Eurape launched the first ever

international campaign to protect the envi-
ronment - European Conservation Year.
Since then the Organisation has never
stopped fighting for the safeguarding of the
environment that surrounds us.

This fight was started by the Parliamentary
Assembly in 1961, when it addressed to the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe Recommendation 285 on “the estab-
lishment of a permanent system of co-opera-
tion concerning the protection of nature in
Europe”. When therefore nearly 35 vears and
more than 200 recommendations and resolu-
tions later, European Nature Conservation
‘ear 1995 was launched to take stock of the
results achieved, the Assembly fully endorsed
this idea and contributed with a report drawn
up by Hona Graenitz. This was done for two
reasons.

Firstly, it seemed useful to analyse the fol-
low-up given to the many political initiatives
taken by the Assembly and by the Council of
Europe as a whole. Here important mile-
stones have been laid: the Water and Soil
Charters, the European Diploma, the
Biogenetic Reserves Network, the Bern
Convention and, recently, the Pan-European
Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy.
It is important to examine to what extent
these instruments have contributed to envi-
ronment protection and how their efficiency
can be improved.,

But there is a second reason for taking stock
of the action taken. Notwithstanding 25 vears
of Council of Europe activities for nature
conservation, we still witness considerable
deterioration of the environment. Air, soil
and water are still being polluted, natural
areas continue to disappear, species still

B. Boisson

Editorial

become extinct and this is not only the case in
central and eastern Europe, but all over the
continent. It is clear that in the present times
of economic stagnation we are once again,
but this time knowingly, prepared to sacrifice
environmental concerns for the sake of mat-
erial well-being. A campaign aimed at rais-
ing awareness that much has been achieved,
but that even more has yet to be done was
therefore extremely well timed.

One of the most significant changes since
1970 is that the Council of Europe is no
longer alone in its efforts to promote inter-
national environment protection. Important
organisations and institutions at both inter-
governmental and non-governmental levels

have joined the environmental bandwagon
and in particular since the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro, public awareness of the
essential role of the environment has grown
worldwide. In Europe, one of the major con-
sequences of this was the Pan-European
Conference of Ministers of the Environment
which took place in October 1995 in Sofia.
The Parliamentary Assembly contributed to
this conference with an important report
drawn up by Leni Robert, thus showing its
readiness to participate in any further effort
to harmonise and reinforce conservation
regulations.

But even if the appeals of the Council of
Europe for the safeguarding of the natural
heritage have now been heard even outside
its geographical confines, the Organisation
should not rest on the laurels of its pioneer
reputation. The Council of Europe must go
on stimulating its 39 member States 1o take

Joint action to stop deterioration of the envi-

ronment and to ensure that any further devel-
opment is truly sustainable.

Once again, the Parliamentary Assembly has
taken the lead: it has designated one of its
prominent members and acknowledged
expert in the field, Peter Hardy, to report on
European Nature Conservation Year 1995,
and ro propose action for an adequate fol-
low-up. |

Leni Fischer
President of the Parliamentary Assembly

Council of Europe



Why another campaign?

Jean-Pierre Ribaut

nformation, awareness and education cam-

paigns are definitely in fashion: they too

have succumbed to the 20th century dis-
ease of inflation. Yet the Council of Europe
felt it was not only advisable but necessary to
launch a second European Nature
Conservation Year (ENCY), 25 years after
the first.

Many reasons

Firstly, at a time of social and economic
problems such as this, when unemployment
is becoming more and more of an obsession,
environmental issues often tend to be pushed
into the background, whereas only a few
vears ago several countries gave them out-
right priority.

Secondly, a great majority of the public -
from all walks of life and levels of responsi-
bility - invariably associates nature conserva-
tion with the introduction of protected areas
(eg nature reserves, national parks), which is
of course much too narrow a view. All the
evidence of the past few decades shows that
not even the best network of conservation
areas can guarantee the preservation of our
natural heritage: pollutants move around
freely, nitrates can spread across the world
through water and heavy metals are found in
polar icefields.

There is no doubt about it: all areas, whether
natural or semi-natural, need some protection
and a minimum of respect. That is why our
experts were in favour of focusing ENCY on
nature conservation outside protected areas.

So in choosing this theme. the Council of

Europe chiefly set out to broaden the scope
of conservationists’ work. It also had another
purpose: to galvanise conservation work, ie
demonstrate that meeting ecological require-
ments does not necessarily mean slowing
down or halting development projects, but
designing and carrying them out in a different
way, constantly bearing in mind the need to
leave future generations the same resources
as those we have today.

Key role of public opinion

To be objective. the current trend points that
way and we should welcome the increasingly
systematic attention paid to ecological fac-
tors, It has led to the conservation of many
landscapes and natural areas such as the
Cabrespine cave in France, the Grenchner
Witti landscape in Switzerland and the
Dalyan coastline in Turkey. Admittedly, pre-
serving a wetland or woodland area of special
ecological value often has adverse effects on
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the cost of building a motorway or other line
of communication. But that is precisely
where ethical choices, reflected in policy-
making, come into play: are we or are we not
prepared to pay for the preservation of our
values and our natural heritage? That is why
public opinion plays an increasingly crucial
part in the matter and often has a direct
impact on policy-making.

A recent survey of young people in
Switzerland shows that they are highly sensi-
tive to environmental issues (see table).

In other parts of Europe we would probably
have seen different priorities, but all our
years of experience at the Council of Europe
suggest that in general young people are
more aware of these issues than many adults.

Ecologists are reputed to reject everything
and to be essentially negative people, pes-
simistic and prone to exaggeration. This criti-
cism is not entirely unjustified, even if we are
talking only of “real” ecologists, not the great
mass of those who claim to be so.

Yet it is a fact that by comparison with the
sweeping destruction of the Amazonian for-
est and the steady advance of the desert, it is
easy to forget or minimise the successes
scored, the improvements to air or water
quality in a given area and so on.

Here too the campaign has meant progress.
Government authorities have put forward
their achievements, including progress in

improving water quality, beaches and waste
disposal. while many voluntary organisations
have continued to sound the alarm. pointing
to all that remains to be done.

This range of opinions is understandable and
may prove helpful in speeding up the changes
called for - especially in our lifestyles - to
enable coming generations to look to the
future with confidence. ]

Dr. J-P. Ribaut

Head of Environment Conservation
and Management Division

Council of Europe

The young people answered these two questions as follows
(several replies were allowed):

I am or would be
personally
involved in

Politicians must
tackle these
issues at once

- environment/energy/ nuclear tests
- attitude to foreigners/ refugees

- drugs and other addictions

- the economy, unemployment

- European integration

- AIDS

48% 46%
35% 21%
26% 19%
20% 8%
16% 8%
11% 10%

Source: telephone survey of 506 people, Institut gfS, Bern 1995



Events around Europe

Marie-Frangoise Glatz

n each State participating in ENCY 95,

National Organising Committees (NOCs)

were created in 1993. These NOCs includ-
ed personalities from many different fields,
all having decided to co-operate within the
framework of ENCY: several Ministers
(Environment, Agriculture, Youth and Sport,
Education, Health, Public Works, etc), non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), repre-
sentatives of local authorities, the media, the
private sector, etc. Together they defined one
or several themes at national level as well as
the target audiences to whom ENCY would
be addressed in their country.

At international level, ENCY was officially
launched on 31 January 1995 at the Palais de
I"Europe in Strasbourg during the first ses-
sion of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe. Many other events have
taken place throughout this Year.

Opening ceremonies

National opening ceremonies took place
throughout spring 1995 and were usually
attended by eminent personalities such as
King Carl XVI Gustafl in Sweden, the
President of the Republic in Italy and Malta,
and his Royal Highness Prince Laurent in
Belgium. The presence of a member of the
International Co-ordinating Committee at the
ceremonies served as a reminder of the pan-
European nature of the campaign.

International events

It is impossible to list all the events that took
place, but here are the main ones with an
international status:

- colloquy on the protection of coastal areas
of the Adriatic sea, in Albania at the end of
1994;

- colloquy on the problems of nature conser-
vation in central and eastern Europe, held in
Vienna in March 1995 in conjunction with
the NGO AEGEE;

- international conference “Ethnics and
nature” in the Slovak Republic, July 1995;

- colloquy on hunting and fishing as instru-
ments of economic development for the
countries of central Europe. held in the Czech
Republic in September 1995,

- pan-European seminar on rural landscapes,
Poznan, Poland, September 1995,

- seminar on green spaces in urban areas,
held in October 1995 in Monaco;

- conference on “ENCY 95: problems,
achievements and perspectives”, in Moldova,
October 1995;

- colloquy on the ecological network, in
Belgium in October 1995;

- the NGO Nature Week. held in October
1995 in Strasbourg and comprising three col-
loquies on “The major transport infrastruc-
ture and nature conservation”, “Habitat
20007, and “Rural law and nature conserva-
tion™;

- colloquy on urban development and nature
conservation, organised in Paris in November
1995 by the IFHP;

Protection of the coasts of the Adriatic Sea and the role of
green spaces in urban areas; two examples of colloguies
organised within the framework of ENCY

- international seminar on the conservation of
Mediterranean ecosystems, held in Portugal
in November 1995;

- international conference on nature conser-
vation outside protected areas, held in
Slovenia in November 1995;

- conference on wetlands in Turkey;

- colloguy on environment and health, held in
Kyiv in December 1995:

- colloquy on land ownership changes and
nature conservation, in Lithuania:

- seminar on nature conservation in the
Russian Federation, in September and
December 1995.

National events

There was a very wide variety of national
events, including photographic competitions,
drawing competitions for children, national
“days™ on various themes, nature outings,
festivals, seminars, colloquies, pilot projects
and exhibitions.

In Albania and in “the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia™, there were about 20
events during the year. In the Czech
Republic, some 40 national events and some
2 000 regional and local ones took place. In
Slovenia, an exhibition was visited by over
10 000 persons.

Many countries seized the opportunity to link
various national “days™ to ENCY events.
This was so in Hungary on the occasion of
Earth Day (26 April) and Bird Day (10 May),

N

G. Engel



in Greece the Environment Days (4-6 June)
and in Iceland the Day of the Forest (12
August). In Liechtenstein, over 2,000 persons
took part in activities organised in connection
with the Forest Day. In France, the Bird
Protection League (LPO) and the Federation
of Natural Regional Parks organised an event
aimed at creating awareness in the general
public: Night of the Owl, which gathered
together 16 000 people in the night of 25 to
26 March 1995 in 300 organised field out-
ings.

A great many competitions were organised,
like the one in Switzerland on “ideas for the
future™ in which environmental and land-
scape specialists were invited to enter an
ideas competition. The response was out-
standing: 106 entries were received and 17
projects were selected and granted funding.
Some of the projects presented are already
under way.

Bilateral projects
A few bilateral projects were developed:

- Albania organised in co-operation with “the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia™ a
seminar on the management of Lake Ohri,
which straddles the frontier between the two
countries;

- Austria co-operated with Slovenia on a pro-
ject to revitalise the Kucnica River;

- Estonia organised several bilateral events:
National Forest Days and a seminar on the
protection of coasts in co-operation with
Finland, a nature workshop in co-operation
with Sweden, and a symposium on biodiver-
sity in the Baltic ecosystems in co-operation
with the Baltic States; i

- in France, the Collége Frédéric Mistral in
Nice was twinned with the Lyceo Linguistico
G. Decedda in Genova in order to develop an
environmental action plan for the La Roya
river;

- Germany co-operated with the Netherlands
and Luxembourg, and also with Spain, the
Czech Republic and Hungary for exhibitions:
- lastly, the United Kingdom and Ireland
developed together the *20-20 Vision™ pro-
ject in which schools in England, Wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Ireland are taking part. The children have
to look back to how the environment was in
1970, see how it has changed since, describe
the way it is now and try to say what should
be done to safeguard it over the next 25
years.

Closing ceremonies

Most countries have held a closing ceremony.
In Switzerland, it took place during a con-
gress in Lugano in November 1995. In the
Slovak Republic, the campaign was brought
to a close with the Bratislava International
Conference on the role of local and regional

Examples of national events: “Night of the Owl" in France and *Forest Dav" in Liechtenstein

G. Baumgart

authorities in nature conservation in towns in
December 1995. This conference, organised

jointly by the CLRAE and the Slovak author-

ities, was a great success: 28 countries were
represented and it was attended by 110 for-
eigners and 170 Slovaks. In Malta, the clos-
ing ceremony took place in early 1996 when
it was officially announced that the Island’s
first marine reserve was to be set up. In
Albania the ceremony took place at the last
meeting of the national committee, convened
to take stock of ENCY achievements.

At international level, a closing colloquy was
organised at the Palais de I'Europe in
Strasbourg in co-operation with the CLRAE
and the Parliamentary Assembly. This collo-
quy took place on 2 April 1996 on the theme
“Nature conservation at the dawn of the 21st
century”. &

M-F. Glatz
ENCY 95 Secrelariat
Council of Europe

Friess-Irrmann



Time to take stock

Ferdinando Albanese

or a whole year, countless people with an

interest in the environment in 42

European countries got down to work
and organised a whole series of events deal-
ing with the problems of nature conservation.
Through their action in this area, elected rep-
resentatives, local, regional and central gov-
ernment officials, environmental associations
and educational establishments succeeded in
focusing the attention of policy-makers and
the public in general on the crucial impor-
tance of recreating the conditions needed to
enable wildlife to co-exist in harmony with
human beings in all places where they live
and work.

A tremendous variety of activities took place,
with ENCY 95 involving the entire range of
possible methods for disseminating informa-
tion, raising awareness and educating people
about the environment: from colloquies to
public festivals, scientific publications to
popularising works, television programmes o
newspaper articles, and early-learning activi-
ties to pilot projects.

While it is reassuring to note that, for 12
months, nature conservation outside protect-
ed areas was the focus of environmentalists’
attention and a new awareness of the prob-
lems of nature in Europe began to develop, it
is unfortunate that the national media -
although not the local media - in western
Europe did not show enough interest in the
campaign.

The current situation

ENCY has clearly shown the need to review
nature conservation policy. In most Council
of Europe member States, nature conserva-
tion is merely one of the policies conducted
by the authorities alongside other policies in
areas such as transport, public works, fishing,
agriculture, tourism, industrial development
and social protection. All these policies are
more or less on the same level, with no hier-
archical relationship between them, and are
dependent on different ministries.

As a result, nature conservation policy,
responsibility for which generally lies with
the Ministry for the Environment, tends to
pursue two objectives: the prevention of
damage to nature and the repair of damage
caused by other policies. In the pursuit of the
first objective, nature conservation is usually
at a disadvantage owing to the greater politi-
cal weight of other supposedly “job-creating”
policies. In the case of the second objective,
nature conservation has the air of a “poor
relation”, ie the one with the least financial
resources.

This state of affairs may explain why, for
several decades, the main focus of nature
conservation policy has been on the develop-
ment of protected areas, ie the delimitation of
portions of national territory where human
activities are restricted or forbidden depend-
ing on the natural interests to be protected. It
is obvious that, in our society, the policy of
protected areas - which does need to be pur-
sued and expanded - is no longer enough to
protect nature if we understand nature also to
include wildlife in areas occupied by human
beings.

Objective to be achieved

If we consider that nature conservation is cru-
cial to the very survival of the human race, it
is now essential to achieve the objective fixed
so long ago but seldom pursued, namely the
integration of nature conservation into other
sectoral policies (transport, tourism, etc).
Nature conservation policy should not be
aimed at repairing the damage caused by
those sectoral policies, but rather at defining
the interests which such policies should
respect in order to avoid nature being dam-
aged in the first place.

How can this result
be achieved?

One approach would be to strengthen the
powers of the Ministry for the Environment
by making its authorisation compulsory prior
to any relevant decisions. A second approach
involves the elaboration of a general interna-
tional convention that would impose obliga-
tions upon governments. Such a convention
does, in fact, exist in the form of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, Article 6
(a) of which provides that each Contracting
Party shall develop national strategies, plans
or programmes and integrate the aims of bio-
diversity in its relevant sectoral or cross-sec-
toral plans, programmes and policies.
However, experience from the past and of
other international conventions shows that
governments do not interpret measures of this
kind as obliging them to adopt a binding pro-
gramme for all sectoral policies.
Consequently, the third approach would be to
seek the adoption, in countries where no
action of this kind has yet been taken, either
through an international convention or
through free determination at the highest
level, eg the cabinet, of a planning document
or national nature conservation strategy that
sets objectives which all other policies would
be required to respect.

This third approach would appear to be the
most effective under current circumstances,
as it produces a new, integrated view of

nature conservation that ties in naturally with
the implementation of the Pan-European
Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy
adopted in Sofia in October 1995 by the pan-
European Ministerial Conference, responsi-
bility for which has been assigned to the
Council of Europe and the United Nations
Environment Programme.

Not forgetting education and
information

Another lesson we have learnt from ENCY is
that organising occasional information and
awareness-raising campaigns is not enough.
Information, awareness-raising and education
activities must be conducted on an ongoing
basis. The implementation of the pan-
European Strategy will therefore also take
account of this dimension and a correspond-
ing action programme will be drawn up for an
initial period from 1996 to the year 2000. M

F. Albanese
Director of Environment and Local Authorities
Council of Europe

ault
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Signature of the European Water Charter in 1967

Do parliamentarians stand up for nature
conservation at the Council of Europe?

Jean Briane

hat is a question readers may well ask,

because they probably do not know how

the Council of Europe works or what it
does for the environment, especially nature
conservation. The Council has in fact done a
lot for nature conservation, although most
people are unaware of its achievements and
initiatives. And the Parliamentary Assembly
has never been behindhand or lukewarm
about protecting the environment; on the con-
trary, it has often initiated and always sup-
ported the Council of Europe’s conservation
work.

Unwavering support

Take Recommendation No. 284 adopted by
the Assembly in 1961. It advocated establish-
ing a permanent Council of Europe co-opera-
tion system on nature conservation issues and
led to the setting up of a standing committee
on nature conservation. The Assembly’s
unfailing support is also illustrated by its
involvement in the first European
Conservation Year in 1970 and its backing
for the Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats
(known as the Bern Convention) adopted in
1979.

This time too, the Assembly fully supported
European Nature Conservation Year - ENCY
1995 - from the start, recommending a com-
prehensive and integrated European nature
conservation policy. It took part in the cam-
paign with various parliamentary initiatives,
especially on the role of non-governmental
organisations in relation to national parlia-
ments and the Assembly itself. It also helped
to publicise ENCY goals and activities
among parliamentarians from the Council of
Europe member States, particularly the new
member States in central and eastern Europe.
Awareness of environmental issues has
emerged more recently there, so a huge
amount of legislative work remains to be
done and European co-operation is absolutely
essential.

The Assembly has concerned itself with envi-
ronmental issues since its inception, at a time
when they were by no means as popular as
they are now. We believe its persevering
work at the Council of Europe has helped to
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generate the present widespread awareness
among parliaments, governments, business
circles, voluntary organisations and individu-
als. The Assembly has set up a special com-
mittee to deal with environmental issues and
there are few parliamentary sessions without
an environmental report on the agenda.

In this very broad area of the environment the
Assembly has always upheld the Council of
Europe’s special role in environmental pro-
tection and nature conservation: it is an area
where the Council has done pioneering work,
often breaking new ground and acquiring
considerable experience and expertise, as
shown by the Bern Convention and the inter-
est it arouses among Council of Europe mem-
ber States and elsewhere.

A tremendous vehicle for
exchange

The Assembly relies on its own long experi-
ence of parliamentary co-operation in envi-
ronmental and other matters, which its mem-
bers and national parliaments are welcome to
profit by. It also acts as a link between parlia-
ments and the Council’s work, especially in
the area of intergovernmental co-operation.
Its experience can be extremely helpful in
legislative work. Parliaments - and those of
central and east European countries make
good use of it - can draw on a first-rate store
of legislation and information at the Council
of Europe, made available by the
Parliamentary Assembly.

The Assembly also relies on the great advan-
tage of its parliamentarians’ dual member-
ship, since they keep their status as national
MPs. It serves as a large-scale think tank: we
parliamentarians can contribute to European
parliamentary co-operation both by bringing
our countries’ experience to the Assembly
and by learning about other activities already
tried out elsewhere which can be of great use
to our own countries and parliaments. That is
a tremendous vehicle for exchange whose
potential is often inadequately exploited and
should be developed even further. Some of
the new member States are in urgent need of
legislation in various areas including the
environment, and this calls for serious
thought about developing ties between the
Parliamentary Assembly and our national
parliaments.

An ongoing commitment

Now that it is time to assess ENCY, the
Assembly is keen to contribute to the con-
cluding stage of the campaign. But this will
not be the end of our involvement in environ-
mental protection and nature conservation.
Once ENCY results and conclusions have
been assessed, the Assembly will make pro-
posals for pursuing some of its initiatives at
both parliamentary and intergovernmental
level, making recommendations to the
Committee of Ministers in a forthcoming
report.

I am convinced that the Assembly will stand
by its commitment to the environment in a
world where nature continues to suffer
onslaughts that undermine the chances of
preserving it for future generations and on a
continent like ours where awareness of these
dangers is now fortunately widespread and
demands a rapid and vigorous response. The
Assembly is duty bound to take up the chal-
lenge and will pursue its task in the firm
belief that the Council of Europe still has a
unique and important part to play in nature
conservation. 3]

J. Briane

Chair of the Parliamentary Assembly Committee
on the Environment, Regional Planning and Local
Authorities

Council of Europe

G. Lacoumette



The municipalities:
partners of ENCY 95

Horst Liissing

NCY was targeted primarily at towns

and regions, which participated widely

in the campaign and implemented nature
conservation projects throughout Europe
which were as numerous as they were varied.
The purpose of these projects was to create
new habitats for flora and fauna and to alert
the public to the need for environmental pro-
tection. From the point of view of the
Council of Europe’s Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of Europe (CLRAE),
this second campaign devoted to nature con-
servation was of major significance and was
a resounding success.

The CLRAE’s commitment

First of all the CLRAE took part in the work
of the International Organising Committee
and also ensured that the municipalities were
represented on the national committees of
participating states. In autumn 1994 it set up
a working group to promote and implement
ENCY and more particularly to show,
through concrete examples, what towns,
cities, municipalities and regions could do to
protect nature in an urban environment. The
President of the CLRAE sent a circular to the
main associations of towns and municipali-
ties of Council of Europe member States to
inform them of this campaign. To ensure the
participation of a large number of municipali-
ties, the CLRAE adopted a resolution at its
annual conference in May 1995 which
announced its intention to lend its active sup-
port to ENCY. Municipalities were thus
invited to step up their contribution by imple-
menting nature conservation projects outside
protected areas. At the same time, the
CLRAE undertook to give particular assis-
tance to the countries of central and eastern
Europe to enable them to play an effective
part in the campaign.

The contribution of Rems-Murr

It was absolutely clear to me that the district
for which I am responsible - Rems-Murr in
southern Germany - had to make a practical
contribution to ENCY. In the grounds of one
of our hospitals we created seven biotopes to
offer a diversified habitat to numerous species
of animals and plants. An additional purpose
behind these biotopes was to encourage people
and public and private institutions to rethink
their own gardens. For this reason we incorpo-
rated these biotopes into an educational itiner-
ary with signs explaining the specific needs of
the various animal and plant groups. In setting

up the biotopes and as a way of showing that
nature conservation can help bring people
closer together, we enlisted the help of young
people from our twin towns and regions,
including Dmitrov district in Russia, Baranya
county in Hungary and Southampton in Great
Britain. President Herzog of Germany award-
ed us a diploma in recognition of this team-
work carried out on a European scale. And
this is why we feel it is necessary today to
continue with our nature conservation work.

The Bratislava Conference

The CLRAE organised an international con-
ference on 11 and 12 December 1995 in
Bratislava in the Slovak Republic. Several
case studies presented there - eg of Brussels
(Belgium), Oslo (Norway), Delft (the
Netherlands), Tabor (Czech Republic), the
Emscher Park (Germany) and Sofia
(Bulgaria) - clearly showed that municipali-
ties have an enormous responsibility in man-
aging their environment. A policy on nature
conservation in an urban environment must
be an integral part of a comprehensive town
planning programme. It is essential to pre-
serve those places where nature is still
unimpaired. To do this, it is necessary to
monitor the sites on a permanent basis, to
organise an eco-system at municipal level
and to allocate the financial resources to
cover the costs involved. Parkland and green

A Roofs converted inte green spaces in order to give nature a place in towns

¥ Pond created near Waiblingen hospital, where dragonflies and water-boatmen immediately took up residence
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areas in towns add to the residents’ quality
of life. The conference provided numerous
opportunities to compare notes and forge
links.

As a result of this second campaign, no-one
in Europe can fail to be aware that nature
conservation is essential to human existence.
This is why it must be implemented every-
where. Nature conservation is something we
as Europeans all have in common. It is our
duty to protect natural areas which are still
unimpaired and wherever possible to give
back to nature areas we have claimed for our-
selves. We need everyone's help if we are to
achieve this.

Follow-up

ENCY has now come to an end. However,
the work must continue. This is why, on
behalf of the CLRAE. I call upon towns,
municipalities and regions to keep a watchful
eye on their environment and with the help of
custom-made projects alert the public to the
need to protect nature and landscapes.

The CLRAE will itself be continuing its
efforts for nature and landscape conservation.
We cannot merely sit back and congratulate
ourselves on something which lasted only a
year; follow-up is necessary to ensure the
results achieved have a lasting effect.

Promoting international twinnings between
municipalities for environmental protection
could prove worthwhile. Perhaps setting up a
chat area on the Internet could be a useful
starting point for pursuing international col-
laboration. With such a facility, municipali-
ties the world over could share their ideas on
the environment and benefit from each
other’s proposals. ]

H. Lissing

Landrat of the district of Rems-Murr

Chair of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
of Europe’s Working Group responsible for ENCY 95
Alter Postplatz 10

D-71332 Waiblingen

Means of communication

ENCY Secretariat

made available free of charge to the

NOCs a number of communication mate-
rials designed to strengthen the international
identity of ENCY.

The Council of Europe produced and

ENCY leaflet

The first information document brought out
on ENCY was a leaflet. It was initially pub-
lished in 50 000 copies in seven languages -
French, English, German, Italian, Spanish,
Norwegian and Russian. Certain national
committees such as those of Cyprus, Latvia,
the Netherlands, Portugal, the Slovak
Republic and Slovenia, then had it reprinted
in their own language.

International photography
competition

The Public Relations Service launched an
international photography competition in
1994, Tt was a great success. More than 2 200
photographs were received from 33 European
countries. The top 50 entries were awarded
prizes and used in the preparation of a poster
and travelling exhibition.

ENCY exhibitions

The ENCY photo exhibition, mounted in four
copies, travelled around Europe throughout
1995. It was displayed in 14 countries for an
average of six weeks at a time; certain coun-
tries were provided with the negatives so as
to have the photographs on a permanent
basis.

The exhibition on “National ENCY activi-
ties” was inaugurated in Sofia at the pan-
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European Ministerial Conference on “An
Environment for Europe™ in October 1995
and was also displayed at the Council of
Europe at the closing ceremony in April
1996.

Posters

The aim of the first bilingual French/English
poster was to familiarise people with the logo
and slogan “Look to the future, look after
nature”. Some committees had it translated; it
exists in Albanian and Hungarian for exam-

First prize in the ENCY photo competition

8. Stefiinsdottir

ple. Two other posters were then brought out,
one in 40 000 copies based on the best photo-
graphs from the competition to publicise the
exhibition and another aimed at young
people.

Nature 95: the ENCY
newspaper

A mutual information bulletin for NOCs,
NGOs and the Council of Europe was creat-
ed. Three issues have appeared, in September
1994 and in April and December 1995. There
is a French and English version and each
issue was printed in 50 000 copies.

A few gadgets

Some publicity gadgets were produced such
as stickers in French and English, wooden
rulers and pens, a compact disc for the media,
particularly radio stations, etc.

Euro Diary

A 1995 Diary was published thanks to finan-
cial support from several national sources
and from the European Commission. This
diary, printed in 14 000 copies, included a
large amount of information on the environ-
ment for 1995,

Videocassette

A 25-minute videocassette “Look to the
future, look after nature” was made to intro-
duce ENCY and Council of Europe activities
relating to the environment. Over 2 000
copies were distributed in French, English,
German, Italian, Spanish, Polish. Bulgarian,
and Albanian.



Centre Naturopa publications

Naturopa: Naturopa magazine has already
devoted its issue No. 76 in late 1994 1o a pre-
sentation of the ENCY.

Newsletter: Since the end of 1993 each issue
has contained a section on the ENCY so that
readers may follow the progress of the cam-
paign.

Environment Features: The 1994 and 1995
articles were all devoted to ENCY.
Bibliographies: Some selective bibliogra-
phies on ENCY themes such as forests,
tourist areas, urban environment and hunting
and fishing were published. ]
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National initiatives

Il the countries taking part in ENCY as

well as the Task Force NGO Nature

produced communication items such as
folders, posters. brochures, information bul-
letins, stickers, books and other traditional infor-
mation materials to publicise and promote the
campaign in their countries.

A few countries were noteworthy for the
large number and great variety of documents
produced: Austria (200 000 stickers,
300 000 brochures, 50 000 posters), Belgium
(100 000 brochures in Flanders, 2 000 video-
cassettes in Wallonia), Ireland (125 000 open
letters to schools). the United Kingdom
(30 000 calendars, 90 000 ENCY Magazine
brochures), Finland (10 000 envelopes,
25 000 leaflets in Finnish and 5 000 in
Swedish), and the Slovak Republic (10 000 leaflets,
30 000 posters).

Some other countries sought to develop new
products that would attract the attention of the

1995 %mewx -

A ENCY compact disc

A ENCY exhibition in Sofia

target groups. Andorra issued a telephone card.
Compact discs were recorded in Austria, Malta
and Poland. Monaco made use of the city's
street furniture and 600 panels were devoted to
ENCY in the Principality. Switzerland and Nor-
way distributed tee-shirts. Turkey organised a
lottery with the proceeds going to ENCY.
Videoclips for television were produced in
Poland and in Portugal. The Slovak Republic
struck a commemorative coin and used match-
boxes to publicise the ENCY slogan. Greetings
cards were distributed in Sweden and puzzles
for children in Switzerland.

More than 20 countries issued special postage
stamps to communicate the ENCY. These coun-
tries included Andorra, Belarus, Cyprus, Greece,
Latvia, Moldova, the Netherlands, San Marino,
Slovak Republic and Spain. |
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Viewpoint on ENCY

in Denmark

His Roval Highness Prince Henrik

uropean Nature Conservation Year 1995

has now officially drawn to a close, but

the debate on the subject of the cam-
paign, namely nature conservation outside
protected areas, has only just begun. The evo-
lution of mores in the course of the 20th cen-
tury has increasingly pushed nature into the
background. Having constituted the frame-
work and basis of our existence for centuries,
nature now requires a special new form of
protection. But we have not always been able
to fulfil this need. Greater efforts are called
for if we are to guarantee that nature can exist
naturally in the 21st century. Knowledge,
awareness and energy are the key words in
this regard. An awareness of the conse-
quences of our acts - or rather of the fact that
a disaster is inevitable if we do nothing -
must be the starting-point for the strategy of
the years ahead.

Nature as shaped by human
activity

Denmark chose the man-made landscape as
the theme of ENCY. The reason for this is
that people have interacted with nature in our
country since time immemorial. Nearly 70%
of Denmark’s surface area is used for agricul-
ture, which together with fishing constituted
the economic foundation for most of the pop-
ulation in the past. This is no longer the case.
Denmark has become an industrialised coun-
try with a modern technology, in which the
economic development mirrors the situation
on the international scene and in which most
people live in urban centres.

This is why the campaign has focused on the
history concealed behind the landscape, such
as we know it today. The general documenta-

tion on the campaign offered an array of

posters, leaflets, brochures and a large study
on the man-made landscape: many events
have also been held. The 700 activities that
took place throughout the country in conjunc-
tion with numerous organisations attracted
considerable interest. This panoply of activi-
ties included excursions, conferences and
agricultural exhibitions.

The campaign triggered a discussion on how
we might better conserve our natural values
in the future without doing harm to develop-
ment. Nature should not be a good which we
can only enjoy in defined, protected areas,
but must also be a natural part of our sur-
roundings which the public must embrace,
conserve and appreciate.
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Today, preservation of nature and the envi-
ronment only makes sense if we act in an
international context. The western world has
a vital role to play vis-a-vis the developing
countries, but co-operation between
European countries is also of the essence, and
the initiative taken by the Council of Europe

to launch ENCY will prove to have been of

great importance for protecting nature in
Europe.

In the short story The field of pain (1942) by
the Danish writer Karen Blixen, we find an
exact picture of the Danish landscape:
“Nature, neither disturbed nor troubled by the
gaze of man nor by his activity, yielded to the
eternal breath of life, which no language can
describe. And yet a human race had lived on
this earth for a million years; it had been

shaped by its soil, by its climate, marked by
its thoughts, so that no one can say where the
existence of the country ceased or the exis-
tence of mankind began.” Bl

His Royal Highness Prince Henrik
Patron of the Danish campaign for ENCY 95
President of the Danish section of WWF
Amalienborg

DK-1257 Copenhagen

The major part of Denmark is used for agricultural production. Here the manor Bregentved in Seeland

O. Malling

R. Mydtskov



Viewpoint on ENCY

in Switzerland

Ruth Dreifuss

e all have a personal interest in the

state of nature and the landscape.

Each and every one of us can make a
contribution in our day-to-day activities to
the preservation of biological diversity. We
cannot simply leave this to the authorities and
nature conservation organisations. This was
the message of ENCY in Switzerland - and it
was a message that struck a chord. This sec-
ond campaign was devoted to nature conser-
vation outside protected areas. The appeal to
the people at the launching of ENCY calling
upon them to become actively involved and
to make some sort of pro-nature gesture, no
matter how small, proved a resounding suc-
cess throughout the country.

Vital areas to be protected

Despite all efforts in recent decades, red lists
of endangered plant and animal species grow
steadily longer. It has been necessary to set
up reserves to ensure the survival of many
such species. But this is not enough. In order
to stem the current tide of decline in land-
scape diversity and the rise in species extinc-
tion, we have to realise once and for all that
there is but one indivisible living environ-
ment for man, animals and plants alike.
Nature is the key to our well-being and for
this reason, we have to adapt our activities to
our environment. Even in areas which are
completely built-up, it is possible to set aside
an area to accommodate a little wildlife.

We also need unimpaired nature and land-
scapes in our daily lives as areas of relax-
ation, or as sources of inspiration and discov-
ery. Nature provides the link between our
“human™ reality and the whole of creation -

the “complete world™ as the Geneva natural-
ist philosopher Robert Hainard put it.

Nature has always been a key feature of the
Swiss identity. Each landscape is a portrait of
the varied history of the men and women
who inhabited and shaped it. Belonging to a
particular area differentiates us all from one
another. But the diversity and history of land-
scapes is also the basis of what we have in
common. This may help explain the enthusi-
asm which greeted ENCY in Switzerland
despite the difficult economic climate.

The main focus of ENCY

The impact of ENCY was not felt merely at
an individual level. At national and cantonal
level, much headway was made in 1995 in
framing a nature and landscape policy. For
example, greater attention had been paid to
the environment of animals and plants in
watercourses which had previously been
canalised and channelled through narrow
concrete conduits. A major revitalisation pro-
ject of the Thur in eastern Switzerland was
presented at the “Nature 1995 Days”™ in the
Federal Palace to explain the new water-
course management philosophy. Several
municipalities and cantons were prompted by
ENCY to restore the natural assets features of
watercourses. We hope with some optimism
that 1995 will prove to be just one step in this
direction among many others to come.

Radical changes are currently taking place in
the farming sector. Agricultural policy
reform has paved the way for the production
of market-oriented environmentally-friendly
“close-to-nature” food products which entail
no unnecessary suffering for animals. In 1995
as part of the “Nature 1995 Days”, the

Confederation organised the “Ecological
Compensation Forum™ which brought togeth-
er representatives of public and private farm-
ing and nature conservation organisations and
scientists.

However, the economy did not take a back
seat in 1995, With the 1 000 natural parks
within the Swiss economy”™ project, the
Confederation joined forces with industries in
an operation to transform, by the year 2000,
25 km? of unused business land into natural
areas. This is equivalent to the total surface
area of all public parks in Switzerland.

The participants in the “Nature 1995 Days”
adopted a manifesto “For a Switzerland clos-
er to nature” setting out the main objectives
and claims to be pursued and achieved in the
coming years:

- close-to-nature agriculture with a network
of areas set aside to redress the ecological
balance:

- in rural lowland areas, the demarcation by
the year 2000 of 70 000 ha of areas kept in
their natural state;

- an increase in the number of areas close to
their natural state in towns and urban dis-
tricts: 10% of private gardens and areas sur-

rounding commercial premises and 50% of

public utilities by the year 2000;

- programmes to help certain endangered
species:

- a national biodiversity monitoring pro-
gramme;

- a landscape development plan and a nature
protection agency in each municipality.

These are just some of the ambitious projects

triggered by the manifesto. The impact of

ENCY will be measured by the extent to
which these requirements have been satisfied.

B. Davaz

G. Lacoumette



Prospects

The National Committee's strategy proved
effective. The main objectives were achieved.
The first of these was to fix firmly within the
national conscience the need to protect
nature. A representative survey carried out in
German and French-speaking Switzerland
showed that 50% of the population had heard
of ENCY and over 200 000 people had taken
an active part in an event or project. More
than 700 nature conservation projects and
over 1 000 events bear ample witness to the
satisfactory achievement of the second objec-
tive: to extend and apply nature protection
throughout the country. Citizens, private
organisations, schools and authorities all
played their part. Hedgerows were planted,
watercourses restored to their natural state,
play-areas given a more natural face-lift and
greenery introduced into residential areas.
The two major projects launched at the
Nature Days, the setting up of the
“Ecological Compensation Forum™ and the
suggestion-box competition for specialists
contributed largely to the implementation of
model nature protection measures, to show-
ing both the public and the authorities how
they could participate, and to the promotion
of innovative ideas for biodiversity conserva-
tion measures. A large number of projects
which got off the ground in 1995 have now
been completed. The ideas and motivation for
others emerged only last year, inspired by a
plethora of worthy examples. It will take sev-
eral years for them to be implemented; conse-
quently the impact of ENCY will extend well
beyond the campaign itself.

Encouraged by the success of the campaign
in Switzerland, the Federal Council has
instructed the national committee to pursue
its work until the end of 1997. It will there-
fore be able to follow up and encourage the
implementation of numerous initiatives. Its
main task will be to see that the principles of
the manifesto “For a Switzerland closer to
nature” are turned into practical measures.
Priority will be given to driving home the
message of ENCY in the municipalities,
encouraging dialogue between nature conser-
vation “practitioners™ and scientists, and pro-
moting collaboration with European partners.

“Nature 1997 Days” in Basle will bring the
activities of the national committee to a
close. Using the “European dialogue for
nature protection”™ as a backdrop, we must
discuss strategies for protecting biological
and landscape diversity at an international
congress. Collaboration between public and
private nature protection bodies, a long-
standing tradition in Switzerland. will play a
key role. We must compare notes and inject
the new developments into the dialogue
between representatives of eastern and west-
ern Europe. i

R. Dreifuss

Federal Councillor

Head of the Federal Department of the Interior
Inselgasse |

CH-3003 Bern
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The essential role of NGOs

Patrice Collignon

very year must come to an end. That
statement encapsulates one of the main

dangers to initiatives like European
Nature Conservation Year 1995. All the en-
ergy mustered in support of themes to which
people throughout Europe responded - all
those forums and committees which saw the
start of so much dialogue - could fade to
nothing ... with a few flecks of foam being all
that remains of the hissing surf which only
yesterday was washing over the beaches.

In his concluding remarks as Chairman of the
ENCY International Organising Committee,
Professor Pavan paid tribute to the work done
by the NGOs during the Year and the role
they would have to play in the future to make
sure that the European campaign had a last-
ing effect. The last official words spoken in
the framework of ENCY thus underlined the
fundamental place of NGOs in conserving
our natural environment: recognition for
work of a multifarious nature, often carried
out behind the scenes, but also encourage-
ment for the future.

Stocktaking and follow-up: this article will
examine the work of international NGOs dur-
ing ENCY from both these standpoints.

What they did...

In January 1994, a large number of interna-
tional NGOs formed a Task Force NGO
Nature in order to co-ordinate their activities
and to facilitate dialogue with the Council of
Europe. This platform of about 50 non-gov-
ernmental organisations was led by the inter-
national association Rurality-Environment-
Development (RED). A glance at the Task
Force’s membership list shows that it went
far beyond the circle of NGOs specialising in
nature protection; organisations with more
general aims or those specialising in other
areas of human activity were keen to become
involved in the ENCY process. This only
goes to illustrate the wide appeal of a theme
such as nature conservation or the protection
of the environment in general.

The creation of this Task Force, its clear
identification and its representativeness
meant that NGOs were able to be officially
represented within the ENCY International
Organising Committee and Steering Group.

The international NGOs organised a variety
of different events, reflecting the diversity of
the organisers; of course there were numer-
ous colloquies and lectures, but there were
also awareness programmes aimed at
schools, specific target audiences (local and
regional decision-makers, golf-course man-

agers, etc.), or the general public (owners of
allotments etc.). The wide range of people
involved, which went far beyond the priority
target groups defined when ENCY was
launched, should guarantee the lasting effect
of the awareness-promoting action started
during the campaign.

The sources of funding for this work were
extremely varied, but General Directorate X1
of the European Commission was a regular
contributor. It should also be noted that 35%
of the Council of Europe budget available for
ENCY activities was allocated to NGO pro-
jects.

The many Task Force NGOs which took part
in ENCY events or organised specific activi-
ties did so in accordance with their particular
areas of interest and specific capabilities; any
attempt to summarise these activities is there-
fore bound to oversimplify. Nevertheless, we
can cite some of the main areas of work of
the international NGOs during ENCY 95.

The *100 000 trees” campaign, organised by
International Friends of Nature, showed the
link between trees and people’s living envi-
ronment; in fact, over 130 000 trees were
planted in Europe during the campaign.

The “Landscape of the Year” award: every
two years International Friends of Nature
declares a particular landscape to be
“Landscape of the Year”. In 1995 the IFN
singled out the Alps, and especially two out-
standing regions: the Lesachtal Valley in
Austria and the Furka-Grimsel-Susten region
in Switzerland.

... and what they had to say

The NGO Nature Week, in which more than
200 specialists took part, was held from 16 to
20 October 1995 in Strasbourg. The Week
featured the following three symposiums,
which were organised with the help of the
Council of Europe and the European
Commission:

- “The major transportation infrastructures
and nature protection”, organised by the
International Federation for Housing and
Planning, in conjunction with the NGO
Mountain Wilderness:

- “Habitats 2000™, organised by the European
Environmental Bureau;

- “Land law and the conservation of nature”,
held on the initiative of the European Council
for Agricultural Law, in conjunction with
Rurality-Environment-Development.

The European symposium on “Urban devel-



opment and nature conservation”, organised
by the International Federation for Housing
and Planning in conjunction with the
International Society of City and Regional
Planners, was held in Paris on 6-7 November
1995.

The Office International du Coin de Terre et
des Jardins Familiaux organised a European
campaign in 1995 for nature- and environ-
ment-friendly gardening, which involved
many decentralised projects in 14 European
countries (publication of a brochure in eight
languages on ecological gardening: interna-
tional seminar in Luxembourg in July 1995;
International Garden Day, etc.).

A campaign to promote the environment-
friendly management of golf courses in
Europe was organised by the European Golf
Association, and featured a series of projects
aimed at ensuring that nature was more fully
taken into account in the management and
design of golf courses (publication of recom-
mendations, a pilot experiment involving
eight golf courses, and an international semi-
nar held in Brussels in October 1995).

And tomorrow?

It is interesting to note the ongoing nature of
the NGOs' activities; many of them will be
continuing in 1996 with nature conservation
projects which they started in 1995. In addi-
tion to this desire to act long-term, the NGOs
seem keen to evaluate the results of their
efforts, and many of them plan to carry out
an assessment in 1996 of their ENCY activi-
ties. The following examples illustrate these
two aspects:

- The International Federation for Housing
and Planning (IFHP) organised a conference
in Odense (Denmark) in May 1996 entitled
“Linking the next century - new inter-region-
al connections and relations”, one of the main
themes of which was the consequences of
inter-regional relations for nature conserva-
tion.

- International Friends of Nature will carry
out an assessment of its “Landscape of the
Year 19957 activity at its congress in 1996;
this activity will be continued via practical
activities, such as theme-based trails, a
school for eco-friendly tourism, etc.

- The European Golf Association will shortly
be publishing the results of its pilot manage-
ment experiments, together with the conclu-
sions of the seminar it organised in October
1995.

- The NGO Euroter proposes to carry out an
assessment in 1996, in terms of both quantity
and quality, of the campaign which it organ-
ised in 1995 to increase awareness of the
need for sustainable tourist development.

- Following on from the success of its “eco-
logical gardening”™ campaign, the Office
International du Coin de Terre et des Jardins
Familiaux is considering creating a certificate
of sound ecological practice for its member
associations.

- The NGO Rurality-Environment-
Development will be organising an interna-

tional seminar on ecological networks and
the role to played by local agencies in this
context, to be held in Luxembourg in
November 1996.

- The international seminars held during
NGO Nature Week will be covered in a
three-volume publication in 1996 by the
Council of Europe.

The willingness of international NGOs to
continue to commit themselves to nature con-
servation work in future years confirms the
fact that NGOs are crucial allies in this area.
They are extremely valuable in getting infor-
mation across to the public at large, both
about nature conservation and about more
responsible citizenship.

The Task Force NGO Nature was wound up
at the end of ENCY, but to continue the pool-
ing of resources and the special relationships
established during ENCY, the European
Centre for Rural and Environmental Interests
(CEIRE) will pursue the discussion and part-
nership started up by the Task Force. The
CEIRE is one of nine groups of NGOs with
consultative status at the Council of Europe:
it has been in operation since 1990.

The political authority and geographical
scope of the Council of Europe can help
NGOs in their nature conservation work.
Making the Council of Europe’s communica-
tion services more broadly available to the
NGOs, providing more frequent logistic sup-
port for their activities, and annual financial
support could provide useful backup to part-
ners whose concerns are often essentially
similar,

European campaign for environment-friendly gardening

Conclusion

Nature conservation, which is still governed
by a policy operated in parallel with other
sectors, needs to be integrated more fully into
other policies. Rather than being treated as a
sector apart, nature conservation needs to be
managed in conjunction with other issues.
The lessons learned from ENCY can have
many applications, some of which have
already been suggested by several NGOs; a
pan-European Alpine policy on transport,
spatial and regional planning, and agricultur-
al support, would be a good example. Forests
in Europe could also be a melting-pot where
nature, tourism, forestry, etc. could mix to
form a new alloy from which the develop-
ment policies of the 20th century could be
forged.

In future years, the Council of Europe will
concentrate its environment efforts on the
implementation of the Pan-European
Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy
adopted at Sofia. There is no doubt that the
NGOs will stand shoulder to shoulder with it,
offering their skills, networks and profession-
alism, in exchange for the political recogni-
tion which this contribution deserves. B

P. Collignon

Director, Rurality-Environment-Development (RED)
Chairman, Task Force NGO Nature

2 Rue des Potiers

B-6717 Attert
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Environmental education in Albania

Drita Dade

n the framework of the ENCY 95 pro-

gramme, the Committee of Environmental

Protection (CEP), in co-operation with the
Council of Europe, organised several events
and activities which aimed at awareness-rais-
ing and education on environmental issues.

The CEP regards environmental education as
a potential means for raising children’s
awareness, because the creation of conscious
attitudes for the environment through the
deepening of knowledge and abilities devel-
opment will help them participate actively in
the decisions of tomorrow.

In December 1994, a colloquy on ecological
education was organised with the participa-
tion of specialists from the CEP, the Ministry
of Education and Tirana Universities, and
specialists from various European countries
who shared their experiences with the
Albanian colleagues. Being the first seminar
about environmental education, it aimed at
providing and discussing the main principles
of environmental education which should
include all levels of the education system.
The presentations made emphasised the need
for new methods to be implemented for the
integration of these principles in all subjects

and for teaching programmes for teachers on
environmental education to be prepared.

A second seminar on environmental educa-
tion in schools was organised by the Council
of Europe and the Ministry of Education in
October 1995. It was a follow-up of the co-
operation already started and was attended by
the same organisations, with in addition
specialists of the education directorates of all
the districts of Albania.

The presentations made by the Albanian col-
leagues indicated that environmental edu-
cation has started to be institutionalised in
Albania and it is now better integrated in
school curricula. Environmental education is
intertwined not only in the subjects of natural
sciences like biology and chemistry, but also
in other subjects such as literature, foreign
languages, civic education, ete, which from
outward appearances do not seem to be much
related to environmental education. B

D. Dade

Committee of Environmental Protection

¢/o Ministry of Health and Environmental Protection
Bulevardi “Bajram Curri™

AL-Tirana
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Environmental education is a means o create awareness
in children

Belarus: well-adapted education

G. A, Butrim, V. F. Loginov and
A. A. Matesovitch

cology education in Belarus firstly

means compulsory introduction of

nature protection disciplines in all edu-
cation fields: secondary schools, professional
training and higher education. Secondly, it
aims at the introduction in all technical
schools not only nature protection courses,
but also links them with non-nature disci-
plines. It also envisages education of the
entire population, with recruitment for this
work of well-trained personnel. An environ-
mental education programme has been devel-
oped and the legislative bases for ecology
education evolution have been laid.

Appropriate education

Some ecological aspects are included in gen-
eral education and in pre-school establish-
ments. Secondary school biology pro-
grammes envisage studying ecology aspects
and ecology notions may be expanded and
summarised later on when environmental fac-
Lors, organic evolution, biocenology and
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biosphere science are studied. At advanced
level the basics of ecology and nature protec-
tion are included. Optional courses are avail-
able, such as nature protection, the communi-
ty and nature, ecology and nature protection,
public health and environment, engineering
and environment and the ecological aspects
of chemistry, geography and geology have
been developed. In 1996-97 a gradual transi-
tion to modernise the content of biology edu-
cation will start by introducing the course
“Universe”, as well as a special ecology
course. In secondary schools, school curricu-
la and programmes have been adjusted to
include active methods of ecology specialist
training and nature protection issues are dis-
cussed in diploma projects. In all secondary
school establishments basic ecology has been
introduced in the second course. In senior
courses the subject “Bases of industrial ecol-
ogy” has been introduced.

To co-ordinate activity, experience exchange
and provide methodical assistance on prob-
lems of ecology protection, an association of
secondary establishments and secondary
school teachers has been created. The associ-
ation holds conferences, seminars and com-

petitions and develops recommendations.
Hearings were held devoted to ENCY. They
enlisted almost all professional technical
schools and served as a evaluation of ecology
education for future experts.

Higher education

The key moment in the system of training
ecologically competent specialists for indus-
trial production and management is higher
education. The International Radio-ecologi-
cal Institute has been formed and functions
successfully at present. In a number of higher
educational institutions, chairs of nature pro-
tection have been created and training of spe-
cialists in environmental protection has start-
ed. The new subjects radio-ecology, environ-
mental protection and national nature
resources management, radio-biology and
radiation medicine have been introduced in
higher educational establishments.

In modern higher education curricula the
compulsory course “Bases of ecology™ is
envisaged. Also, lectures are being delivered
in non-ecology specialities, such as radiation

Y. Noto-Campanella



security, ecology security, ecology and ratio-
nal nature management, etc. The students’
ecology centre co-ordinates the out-of-school
departments. The results of scientific works
are discussed every year at the Republican
conferences.

For more active participation of youth from
areas where there are no higher education or
other scientific institutions, education in the
form of tuition is organised: The work on
radio-ecological education of the population,
who suffered from the Chernobyl accident, is
carried out. A wide network of scientific
practical centres for socio-physiological reha-
bilitation of children and adults affected by
Chernobyl has been developed. In addition,
in accordance with the UNESCO-Chernobyl
programme, three social rehabilitation centres
have been built.

Information on ENCY

A special place in informing citizens about
the state of the natural environment and
increasing ecological culture belongs to the
mass media. This work has become especial-
ly active during in ENCY 95. Special envi-
ronment TV programmes and “round tables”
devoted to ENCY shared considerable screen
time. National and regional newspapers as
well as popular magazines paid considerable
attention to nature protection problems. The
International Festival of TV broadcasts was
devoted to ENCY and held in 1995. “Eco-
world-95" has become an annual event and
attracted the attention of many countries and
a special TV section has been formed related
to this evenl.

Statistical collections and bulletins dealing
with the state of natural resources in Belarus
are published every year. The schedule of
practical measures in the sphere of ecology
education for the period 1996-2000 is being
developed, taking into consideration the
needs of valid legislation and the recommen-
dations of international organisations on this
issue, S

G. A. Butrim

Ministry of Education and Science

V. F. Loginov

Institute for Natural Resources Exploitation and Ecology

A. A. Matesovitch

Ministry ol Nature Resources and Environment Protection
National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Staroborysovskyi trakt 10

220114 Minsk

Belarus

Results in Austria

Burghard Rulofs

nitial preparations aimed al making ENCY

a success began as early as 1993 with the

setting up of an organising committee
comprising representatives from the federal
states, the Federal Environment Ministry and
nature conservation NGOs. An honorary
committee, comprising the Austrian President
and members of the federal government and
the governments of federal states, was also
formed. The public relations campaign was
run at national regional and local level.

National information material
and events

The federal states and the Federal Minister
gave the Institute for Nature Protection in
Graz the task of preparing and undertaking
federation-wide initiatives. A total of 200 000
stickers, 50 000 posters, 300 000 brochures,
200 video cassettes, books and stamps were
used. In addition to major meetings held in
Graz and Salzburg, the opening ceremony in
Vienna on 3 March and the closing event in
Bregenz on 16 and 17 November were partic-
ularly noteworthy. ENCY also gained wide-
spread coverage in daily newspapers, and on
radio and television. Competitions and infor-
mation events were run throughout the coun-
try. There was even an Austrian song com-
posed for ENCY.

These activities were aimed at schoolchild-
ren, teachers, local authorities, media profes-
sionals, associations, farmers, foresters and,

more generally, all Austrians. A great many
NGOs of varying size also became involved
in ENCY.

In the federal states

Other activities were run in each of Austria’s
nine federal states, Examples are given in the
ENCY programme drawn up by the federal
state of Styria (Das steirische
Landesprogram  zum  Europiischen
Naturschutzjahr) and the summary of ENCY
activities carried out in Vienna
(Zusammenfassung der Wiener Aktivitéten im
Naturschutzjahr 1995).

At local level

Numerous local and regional authorities ran
ENCY activitics. Examples are the report on
nature protection in the municipality
(Naturschuz in unserer Gemeinde) and that
on the biotope constituted by reservoirs kept
for fire prevention purposes (Lebensraum
Laschteich). L]

B. Rulofs

National Organising Committee ENCY 95

Office of the government of the federal state of Kdrnten
Department 2Ro - regional planning

and nature protection law

A-9021 Klagenfurt

Extract from the ENCY information leaflet distributed in Austria
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Belgium: a few millions
and many activities

Léon Woué, Jacques Stein and Dominique
Alexandre

ature conservation has been “regional-

ist” in Belgium, so it is now dealt with

by the three regions of the Kingdom.
The campaign was therefore organised by
three Regional Organising Committees, each
taking its own specific line, according to the
features of its region. This division notwith-
standing, European Nature Conservation
Year 1995 in Belgium earned a reputation to
equal that of the first ENCY in 1970. While
the official patron of the campaign was His
Majesty King Albert I1, the combined open-
ing ceremony for all three regions, held on
the first day of spring, was honoured by the
presence of His Royal Highness Prince
Laurent.

A series of activities and schemes were run in

the three regions. and this article gives a brief

overview of them.

Wallonia

An organising commitlee was set up at the
end of 1993 by the Minister for the
Environment, Natural Resources and
Agriculture, Guy Lutgen. The specific
themes of the campaign were a more ecologi-

cal management of habitats not reserved for

speculative economic activities (attics, bell
towers, roadside verges) and, as the priority
theme, the maintenance, restoration and
development of an ecological network within
Wallonia. For the purposes of these themes, it
was decided to raise awareness among vari-
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ous target groups through exhibitions,
brochures, leaflets, information days and
pilot operations. The figures relating 1o
Wallonia’s campaign are quite conclusive: on
I May 1996, 76 municipalities were involved
in ecological management of roadside verges,
55 had agreed to make their attics and bell
towers more accommodating for wildlife
(bats, barn owls) and 20 municipalities had
started work on municipal nature develop-
ment plans. On the ground, these operations
are monitored by two agricultural experts and
one biology graduate from Wallonia, who
also give them the benefit of their experience.

NGOs have also contributed to the success of

the campaign through the 78 subsidised pro-
jects and the 48 “labels™ granted by
Wallonia, as well as by helping to organise
excursions to raise awareness of natural habi-
tats outside protected areas.

Particularly beneficial to the image of ENCY
and its themes was a great variety of visual
material, including the poster designed by
André Buzin, a book entitled Le Grand Livre
de la Nature en Wallonie and the video-
cassette based on P. Anger’s film, “La nature
ordinaire comme un petit coquelicot™. The
only regret is the poor media coverage, in
spite of the work of ENCY’s own press
attaché.

We nevertheless hope that the press will
finally take an interest in the closing ceremo-
ny, scheduled for 8 June 1996, which will
involve both a forum in appreciation of the
efforts of all who have contributed to the suc-
cess of ENCY (NGOs, government, working

1. Sohnle

A

Opening ceremeony in the presence of Prince Laurent

A The Bruxelles-Capitale region focused its campaign on the

importance of nature in wrban areas

groups) and a wide-ranging discussion of
Wallonia's biodiversity conservation policy.

Brussels

As the Bruxelles-Capitale Region is highly
urbanised, its campaign theme was “Brussels,
quite naturally”, centring on nature in an
urban environment. Activities were organised
by the Planning/Nature Department of the
Brussels Institute for Environmental
Management. Public and private managers of
many parks and gardens were called on to
play their part, with differentiated manage-
ment operations being started in certain
“green areas” and support being offered to
enhancement and management projects
intended to promote nature in the city. The
visual material developed is shown on infor-
mation boards covering flora and fauna in the
region’s “green areas” and on a series of six
posters on the theme of “Nature is in town”.

An environment awareness-raising campaign,
“Nature in the city - living nature”, aimed at
the 8 to |12-year-old schoolchildren of the
Brussels Region, took up the theme of ENCY
and drew children’s attention to the impor-
tance of small-scale untamed nature in the
city.

ENCY should be rounded off dynamically
with a practical effort to set up nature clubs
enabling children to “adopt™ areas within
their schools or neighbourhoods.

A campaign to help the last remaining
colonies of house martins has also been jointly



organised with an NGO. The problem of
insufficient media coverage also arose in the
Brussels Region.

Flanders

A Regional Organising Committee was sel
up back in 1993. On the board of “wise per-
sons” were representatives of the government
department responsible for nature conserva-
tion, of the “Conseils supérieurs” (advisory
bodies dealing with field sports. nature con-
servation and woodlands) and of NGOs.
Numerous programmes having been prepared
by Flanders on nature conservation outside
protected areas. its ENCY campaign mainly
involved drawing public attention to nature
conservation outside nature reserves, raising
maximum public awareness with the assis-
tance of a good number of NGOs. Fifty pro-
jects were subsidised in 1995, but Flanders
mainly distinguished itself by producing
large amounts of visual material: over
100 000 copies of three special magazines on
ENCY (Année européenne) and a nature con-
servation brochure (Conservation de la
nature) were produced and distributed to
every Flemish municipality and to every
library in the region. Posters were displayed
in over 2 000 public service vehicles (trams
and buses), but the main success was the
large-scale collaboration with the media,
avoiding the problem encountered by the
other regions: a TV advertisement marked
the publication of the Conservation de la
nature en Flandre brochure, and there was a
media campaign in several weekly news-
papers and magazines. The culmination of
ENCY should be the passing of a new nature
conservation decree, the preliminary draft of
which was approved by the Flemish
Government in March 1995. |

L. Woué

Regional Organising Committee ENCY 95 of Wallonia
Centre Marie-Victorin

21 Rue des Ecoles

B-5670 Vierves-sur-Viroin

J. Stein and D. Alexandre

Regional Organising Committee ENCY 95 of Wallonia
Ministére de la région wallonne

Direction générale des ressources naturelles

etde I'environnement

Service de la conservation de la nature

15 Avenue Prince de Liege
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Black spot in the suburbs

Croatia: a green phone

Zelena Akceija (Green Action)

he Green Phone (GP) is the driving force

behind most Zelena Akcija (ZA) actions

because it is a direct link with the com-
munity and is available to anyone with ques-
tions and/or complaints related to environ-
mental protection, Since its establishment in
September 1992, GP has received over 4 000
calls from all over Croatia. Of all questions
asked, the three most common are related to
city waste management services, mainte-
nance of green areas within urban centres and
old. abandoned cars.

Over the years, GP has established itself as a
fundamentally important communication link
between citizens and city government on
environmental issues. The public becomes a
“pressure group” through GP, acting upon
City administration and industry as well as
their own activities. GP success lies in its
ability to directly involve the public by
enabling them to assume an active role in
solving local environmental problems and
providing a forum for their complaints and
requests for information on how to go about
solving problems themselves; on other envi-
ronment groups in Croatia and the world: and
on different activities Lo promote ecological
protection.

Green Phone actions

The following important GP actions were
carried out in 1995 within the framework of
ENCY:

- Earth Day exhibition entitled “The dark side
of metropolis”, an awareness-raising activity.
This photographic exhibition was displayed
in the most frequented pedestrian passage-
ways of Zagreb and featured illegal waste

dumps. abandoned cars and other black spots
in the city suburbs.

- Qil spills in the Zutica oak forest: The
Croatian State oil company (INA) extracts oil
and natural gas in one of the last great oak
forests in Croatia. Due to the old infrastruc-
ture, unchecked oil spills have been occurring
with high frequency over the last two years,
exacerbated by poor site sanitation. Due to
political pressure from INA, the public com-
pany in charge of protecting the forest was
unable to take action to rectify the situation.
Exasperated with their inability to act. the
public company invited ZA, through GP, to
help them solve this problem. GP organised a
highly critical media campaign which led
INA to improve its performance. Although
raised, INA's pollution management prac-
tices remain below the standards we demand,
thus more spills are expected to occur. In this
event, GP is preparing itself to organise a
new campaign,

- Auto rally on Medvednica mountain: As
Medvednica (north of Zagreb) is a national
park, the auto rally conducted there is an ille-
gal activity. Nevertheless, owing to strong
political support, it continues to be held
annually. Following the campaign organised
by GP, this sponsorship has been withdrawn.
Further GP action, in the form of a media
campaign and round-table discussion, bring-
ing together representatives from all the par-
ties involved, resulted in a promise from the
rally organisers that this year’s rally would be
the last one in that location. In addition to
this commitment, all parties agreed to co-
operate on a project which will restrict gener-
al car traffic on Medvednica.

- Saving the trees on the “Flowers Square”, a
square in the very centre of Zagreb: Without
public debate, the city government decided to
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start reconstruction of this square. The pro-
ject involved cutting down the existing trees
and replacing them with new ones. GP,
together with ZA, organised an action 1o save
the trees, as they were in good condition and
significantly contributed to the beauty of the
square, The action consisted of three major
elements: a group of activists to physically
protect trees, a public petition and media
campaign. The extraordinary involvement of
the public made this combined action a great
success. As a result, the city mayor ordered a
protection order to preserve the trees.
Unfortunately, a little time after this success,
the city government again acted without con-
sultation, breaking its promise by cutting
down those trees. The media supports ZA
and is still reporting on this broken promise
today, one year after it took place. B
Zelena Akceija (Green Action)

Radnicka ¢, 22

10 000 Zagreb
Croatia

Zelena Akcijq - Green Action

Z elena Akctja (ZA) is a non- guvcmmental,

national and mte_mational SIgmfiCiiﬂDe and is not
affi liated wnh any political party.

E the_ uppt:rtnmnes for active a i
participation in all decision-making processes,
whic! havcs an impact upon nature and the quali-
ty of life in Croatia A_Ithough- ' i

ronmental issues to in 'vzduals, commﬁm_tlcs,
schools, industry, govemmental agem:les' Bmi_
Othar env:mnmantal gmups it

ZA works by galhenng eo—urclmatmg and edu-
cating interested citizens through protest
actions, seminars, workshops and information
activities, Its aim is to facilitate implementation
and enforcement of ecologically sustainable
development and the principles as set out in
Agenda 21, in all aspects of reconstruction and
developmen( in Croatia. i =
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Czech Republic:
military and environment

Viktor Saroch

Army-Wide Conference entitled “The mil-

itary and the environment™ was held on
15-18 May 1995 at the Infantry Military
Academy in VySkov, with international par-
ticipation. The four-day meeting of military
environmental specialists, water management
personnel and other professionals from the
sector of the Ministry of Defence, with repre-
sentatives of the state administration, educa-
tional institutions and professional organisa-
tions. was held under the auspices of the
President of the Republic with the co-opera-
tion of the Ministry of Defence of the Czech
Republic and the Vyskov Military Academy.
The importance of the event was emphasised
by the presence of the Deputy Minister of the
Environment, Ale§ Sulc, and the First Deputy
Minister of Defence, Jifi PospiSil.

I n the framework of ENCY 95, the 3rd

An ethical approach

The theme of the conference was environ-
mental ethics, which occupied the chief posi-
tion both in plenary meetings and in section
A. The latter also included legislative and
educational aspects of environmental protec-
tion. A total of 16 lectures were held in this
section, and a further five reports selected as
pilot lectures were presented in the frame-
work of the inauguration plenum. One of the
most interesting presentations was the lecture
given by Blanka Prokedovi of the Ministry of
Defence. dealing with aspects of an ethical
approach to the environment in science and
technology.

Section B dealt with protection of nature and
the landscape and consisted of a total of
twenty-three lectures, documenting realistic
capacities for coexistence of the interests of
defence of the state and protection of nature
in the Czech Republic. Examples of this
approach include the lecture by Vojen Lozek
entitled “The army as protector of nature”
and the report by the Director of the Nature
Protection Department of the Ministry of the
Environment, Jan Kender, on the protection
and creation of the landscape.

The subject of technical protection of soil,
water and air was covered in 21 lectures in
section C. Jan Svoma of the consulting com-
pany Aquatest SG presented a basic contribu-
tion on this subject at the plenary session.

Other topics

Further sections dealt with waste manage-
ment in the Czech army, investments for
environmental protection and remedial
measures for protection of the environment

The problem of waste management

and health. Of a total of 24 contributions,
the most interesting was that presented by
Josef Tichy, the head of the environmental
service of the Ist Army Corps, on waste
handling in his professional capacity, and
also the lecture by the Vice-Rector of the I.
A. Purkyne Military Medical Academy, Jif{
Beron, and co-workers, entitled “Evaluation
of risk factors as causes of disease”,

From the standpoint of international co-oper-
ation in environmental issues in the armed
forces, the foreign participation by profes-
sionals from the USA. Poland, Germany and
Great Britain was noteworthy. These individ-
uals mostly consisted of colleagues encoun-
tered during meetings on professional issues
in the framework of the pilot studies of the
NATO Committee for Modern Social
Response or at the Academy of the NATO
High Command in Europe, where courses on
military environmental issues are also held.,

A six-volume Proceedings of the conference
containing copies of the lectures has been
published, of which a second edition has
been issued this year in response to increased
demand. ]

V. Saroch

Department of Environmental Policy
Ministry of Defence

Tychonova |
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Denmark: landscape tells a story

Vivian Etting

been directed towards the cultural land-

I n Denmark the campaign for ENCY 95 has
scape.

The landscape in Denmark is marked by
human activity throughout millenniums. It is a
country without mountains, and a very large
part of the realm is used for agricultural pro-
duction. With a coastline of about 7 000 km
the sea has always had vital importance to the
country in connection with settlements as well
as trade and occupation. Nature in Denmark is
almost everywhere marked by human
exploitation - in good and bad ways - and
therefore we decided that the ENCY 95 cam-
paign should be directed towards the values
and the story behind the man-made landscape
and the interaction between man and nature.

His Royal Highness Prince Henrik undertook
to be patron of the campaign and a National
Committee was set up. The Ministry of
Environment and Energy, represented by the
Danish National Forest and Nature Agency,
was responsible for the campaign, and more
than 20 organisations, representing agricul-
ture, forestry, nature, museums, leisure inter-
ests etc., participated in about 700 activities
all over the country. More than 100 000 peo-
ple participated. The target group was the
Danish population as such, but some of the
arrangements aimed particularly at children.

Events and activities

The campaign was introduced on 2 May 1995
at the royal hunting seat “The Eremitage” in
a large forest just north of Copenhagen in the
presence of His Royal Highness Prince
Henrik and Mr Svend Auken, Minister for
the Environment and Energy. The main part
of the activities and arrangements took place
during the period August-September-October
in connection with the so-called “Five green
Sundays”, which were organised by the
Danish National Forest and Nature Agency,
the Association of County Councils in
Denmark, the Open Air Council, the
Agricultural Council of Denmark and the
Danish Forestry Society. Here people were
invited to a great number of excursions and
activities, as well as visits to different exam-
ples of farming and forestry.

A series consisting of four posters with the
common title “The Danish cultural landscape™
was produced. Here a mosaic of pictures
emphasises the main characteristics of Danish
landscape and at the same time warns about the
consequences of bad planning. An information
folder describes the target of the campaign and
lists the different activities all over the country.
As a more special publication the book
Discovering the cultural landscape was pub-

lished. Here a number of scientists and
authors paint a picture of the Danish land-
scape in the past, present and future in order
to analyse its development and illustrate the
problems. The book has been very well
received by the press, and we hope that it will
be followed by a lot of new initiatives.

Among the many activities which were
organised, we would like to emphasise the
effort of the many local museums all over the
country. No less than 80 museums partici-
pated in the campaign with exhibitions,
excursions, lectures and different kinds of
printed information material. The main target
has been to make “common people™ con-
scious about the values in their environment,
so that we will be able to combine the protec-
tion of nature with the exploitation of cultural
values in a better way in the future.

“Forest Day” was another part of the cam-
paign. Here the main theme was “The forest
as a part of the landscape in general” and on
24 September no less than 45 000 people par-
ticipated in various activities all over the
country in public as well as private forests.

In the Danish elementary schools a competi-
tion was held, called “Danish mastership in
geography™ with the subtitle “The nature of
the local area - man’s interplay with nature”.
No less than 114 classes participated in the
competition, which was primarily directed
towards children from 5th to 10th class.

There was great enthusiasm about the project
and a lot of excellent papers were produced.

Positive results

If we should briefly summarise the results of
the campaign in Denmark, we would like to
point at the great local interest and engagement.
A lot of arrangements, activities and lectures
have resulted in a broad attention about the
campaign. At national level the media have
concentrated on the main events such as the
opening ceremony, whereas the local press
have referred to the arrangements in the region.
In order to be able to measure the broader
effects of the campaign, the National Forest and
Nature Agency hired a private market analyses
institute. The results of the investigation were
very satisfactory. Almost 40% of the people
who were asked had heard about the activities
during the campaign, and nearly 60% would
like to participate in some of the arrangements.

Therefore, ENCY 95 must be described as a
success in Denmark. Nevertheless, it is
important to emphasise that it only marks the
start of a new way to regard and treat nature
and landscape around us. [ ]

V. Etting

National Organising Commitiee ENCY 95
The National Forest and Nature Agency
Ministry of Environment and Energy
Haraldsgade 53

DK-2100 Copenhagen @

Denmark has a coastline of about 7 000 km. View from Sr. Lyngvig al the west coast of Jutland
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Look to the future

Look after nature




Germany: is nature conservation
taking off at last?

Helga Inden-Heinrich

“Look to the future - look after
nature”: a task for us all

Environment, Nature Conservation and

Reactor Safety set up a National
Organising Committee (NOC) for ENCY 95
with responsibility for advising and support-
ing the organisers of the German programme.
With 39 members from various sections of
society, who were appointed in their personal
capacity, the NOC included representatives
of associations working in the fields of nature
and the environment, hunting, forestry, agri-
culture, horticulture, sport, tourism, transport,
business, architecture and youth affairs, as
well as representatives of the federal, Linder
and municipal authorities, the churches, busi-
ness and the media.

In 1994, the Federal Ministry for the

Responsibility for the activities of the NOC
was assigned to the National Agency of the
Centre Naturopa, at the Deutscher
Naturschutzring (DNR). An office funded by
a special federal grant was set up for this pur-
pose.

The aim of this second campaign in Germany
was to convince all the parties concerned of
the need to conserve nature, both inside and
outside protected areas, and, above all, to
make sure that conservation efforts continued
beyond 1995.

In reply to an appeal by the NOC, over 500
public and private bodies submitted details of
nature conservation projects designed to
mobilise public opinion. These projects
included new ways of conserving nature with
the involvement of the various groups con-
cerned. The NOC selected a total of 53 “pro-
jects of the month” out of the 500. These
were then publicised with the help of various
politicians, and marked the way through
ENCY. President Roman Herzog, who was
patron of the campaign, awarded a certificate
to each individual project selected.

The great number and range of activities gave
a significant boost to the impact of ENCY.
Even the small events, which did not make
the headlines, played an important role.
Through various practical projects based on
partnership, the participants in the NOC
clearly demonstrated that joint action by
nature conservationists is not only necessary,
but also possible.

In its final declaration, the NOC made four
recommendations aimed at maintaining pub-
lic interest in nature conservation and keep-
ing the relevant groups mobilised. In particu-
lar, it recommended:
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- that regular working meetings should be
held on specific technical issues for the main
organisations involved in conserving nature
outside protected areas;

- that the federal, Linder and municipal
authorities should finance or co-finance par-
ticular projects in this area;

- that the federal government and the Léinder
should organise a national nature conserva-
tion competition on a regular basis, with
prizes for successful schemes;

- that parliament should be asked, when
extending nature conservation legislation, Lo
strengthen and protect the regional planning
laws and the regulations on legitimate admin-
istrative interference with individuals’ rights,
which are of vital importance to the conser-
vation of nature outside protected areas and
to concrete efforts to put this into practice.

In built-up areas
Emscher Landscape Park

This regional park in the Ruhr basin has an
area of 320 km’. Following the lead of the
Emscher Park international development pro-
gramme (IBA), 17 cities and two districts in
the Ruhr basin association of municipalities
(KVR) have decided to regenerate the envi-
ronment between Duisburg and Bergkamen.
The aim is to turn a rundown industrial area
into an attractive and environmentally sus-
tainable urban landscape where people like to
live and where recreation and leisure facili-
ties are close at hand. Integrated landscape
planning will ensure that remaining empty
spaces will not be used for any purpose, but
will be linked together and environmentally
enhanced.

ENCY saw the publication of a nature guide
on green belt D, one of the seven green belts
that cross the Emscher Park region from
north to south. It runs alongside the towns of
Bochum, Gelsenkirchen, Herne, Herten and
Recklinghausen.

On military sites

As far as nature conservation is concerned,
military training grounds often serve as
important ecological corridors linking differ-
ent individual biotopes.

Klietz training ground

When the Federal Army took possession of
the Klietz training ground in Saxony-Anhalt
in 1990, there was very little plant cover on
much of the 9 200 hectares. The urgent soil
protection measures taken have helped to
reverse the serious erosion and have enabled

near-natural plant cover and a network of
ecologically valuable areas to develop. The
mix of zones used and zones not used for
training has resulted in great diversity of
species.

The particular patterns of use mean that the
Klietz site has become a sanctuary for threat-
ened animal and plant species. The studies
carried out to date have shown that it is made
up of a great variety of biotopes and that -
despite or precisely because of the military
usage - around a third of these belong to the
category deserving special protection. In
future, use of the training ground will have to
comply with a 20-year land-use and soil-
regeneration plan designed to protect the bal-
ance of nature.

The success of the project is also due to the
effective co-operation between the army, the
federal forestry agency, the local authorities
and nature conservation agencies such as
Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU).

Agriculture

The German-Belgian scheme to link biotopes
in the northern Eifel region was set up jointly
by Euskirchen biological station and the
Belgian association for conservation areas
and bird sanctuaries. On the Belgian side, it
includes the municipalities of Biillingen
(Bullange) and Manderfeld, and on the
German side, the municipalities of Hellenthal
and Dahlem in North-Rhine Westphalia. The
northern Eifel region is characterised by
extensive areas of grassland and forest,
crossed by a multitude of valleys with small
streams. Agriculture in the region is based on
grazing. The priority objective of those
involved in the project is to reconcile nature
conservation with agriculture, in particular by
developing extensive methods of farming. A
cross-border network of biotopes is to be
built up by combining appropriate farming
and conservation methods with the removal
of undesired vegetation. W

H. Inden-Heinrich

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Deutscher Naturschutzring

Am Michaelshof 8-10
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Hungary: the return
of the great white egret

Istvan Major

events were organised in Hungary to inten-

sify the constructive dialogue between
nature conservationists and the users of nat-
ural resources. Workshops with themes of
agriculture. hunting, tourism and also fish-
eries were conducted with the participation of
hundreds of experts and interested laymen.

I n the course of ENCY 95, numerous

The fishing example

Perhaps the resolution of those conflicts
which emerge between nature conservation
and uvsers of natural resources could be best
explained using the example of fisheries.
Over the past 50 years. the number of fish
ponds in Hungary has tripled and their total
surface area has increased from 10 000 ha to
30 000 ha. Today there are 277 fish ponds, of
which more than half are larger than 10 to
100 ha and the area of five of them exceeds
1 000 ha.

A system of natural wild waters existed until
the end of the last century, when these wet-
lands were finally destroyed or reduced in
size almost irreversibly through watercourse
regulations and ameliorations in connection
with intensifying agriculture. The two large
rivers, the Danube and the Tisza, and their
related watersheds, have ensured the survival
of a great diversity of waterfowl. Natural
water resources were of similar importance
for the existence of indigenous animal and
plant species, as well as for migratory species
each spring and autumn. It can be said, there-
tore, that Hungarian wetland habitats were of
extraordinary importance for the survival of
wildlife even as far as Asia and northern
Europe.

Since the 1960s, nature conservation has sys-
tematically tackled the task of protecting the
few remaining natural or close-to-natural
wetlands and of reconstructing or establish-
ing new suitable wetland habitats. An impor-
tant strategic compaonent in this context was
the conscious support to the development of
aquaculture. Fish ponds are a good example
of the harmonisation of nature conservation
and economic objectives. As a result of this
strategy, new species are continuously
appearing and reappearing in the fauna of
Hungary: for example, the populations of cer-
tain rare and endangered bird species are
increasing.

Habitar favourable 1o the vetwrn of the great white egret

Population evolution

After the first world war, the great white
egret (Egretta alba) disappeared from
Hungarian territory due to ruthless hunting
practices. Even though hunting of the egret
was later regulated and then even forbidden,
this rare and beautiful bird - symbol of nature
conservation in Hungary - could only return
slowly because of the lack of suitable habi-
tats. Today there are nearly 1 000 known
breeding pairs, of which more than half are
nesting in the reeds in the immediate vicinity
of fish ponds, where they also feed.

The population increase of the avocet
(Recurvirostra avoseltta) is also clearly con-
nected to the fish ponds of the Great
Hungarian Plains. Their low water level in
spring fime resembles the now very rare nat-
ural lakes and they offer a suitable breeding
location.

Among the birds of prey, the appearance of
the white-tailed eagle (Haliaetus albicilla) is
linked to the fish ponds, where it finds suit-
able prey mainly during winter. Each winter
100 to 150 individuals can be observed
around the fish ponds.

The introduction of some of the species
above also demonstrates the importance of
man-made habitats. It is therefore no surprise
that four of the fish pond systems are
declared and a further six systems are pro-
posed as Ramsar Convention areas. In the

framework of a World Conservation Union
(IUCN) programme. all lake and fish pond
systems of ecological importance in Hungary
have been surveyed and included in an over-
all conservation programme. The conserva-
tion policy has been formed in such a way
that the fish ponds have been incorporated as
part of the European Ecological Network
(EECONET), being an inseparable element
of our environment.

Constructive dialogue

The ENCY workshops clearly reinforced the
perception that without the production of fish
as a commercial good, the important man-
made waterfowl habitats would not be able to
offer their benefits to nature conservation,
Without fish. no birds. The aim has to be to
convince the management ot fish ponds to in-
corporate the needs of the “other users”
(plant and animal species), in an overall man-
agement concept. The constructive dialogue
throughout the workshops could eliminate
extreme viewpoints on bath sides and it is
planned to institutionalise the ENCY work-
shops for the improvement of coexisting rela-
tionships between all users of fish ponds, in-
cluding the great white egret. [}

. Major

Institute for Environmental Management
Alkotmdny u. 29
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Iceland: we’ve got the
environment in our hands

Sigurdur Thrainsson

ne of the main events of ENCY 95 in

Iceland was a nation-wide pro-

gramme for clean shores and river-
banks, named “We’ve got the environment in
our hands”, It was organised by the Union of
Youth Organisations and the Ministry for the
Environment in co-operation with a few
unions, organisations and companies.

The event was set up to cover two of the
main objectives of the Icelandic campaign,
namely, increased environmental awareness
and increased participation of the general
public in nature protection.

The project was divided into two phases. The
first phase consisted of nine seminars, held
throughout the country, on nature conserva-
tion, emphasising the theme of the year and
the importance of clean environment and
healthy shores. At each seminar special atten-
tion was given to local environmental prob-
lems.

The second phase started on 5 June, the
United Nation’s World Environment Day,
when a few member organisations arranged
clean-up days in their area for their members
and the public. Small groups of people signed
up for short Sll‘ipﬁ of sea-shore or a river bank A More than 1 000 ki of shares and riverbanks have been cleaned in Iceland thanks to the “Clean up the World”
to clean. This progressed through the summer actn

until most member organisations had
arranged a clean-up day. Generally the
participation was good in the event, with just
under 1 000 people participating in the nine
seminars and around 3 000 people showing
up to clean a total of 1 000 km of shores and
riverbanks.

Field trip on the theme *Understanding landscape” in lreland W

The type and amount of trash found on each
strip was registered. Based on this informa-
tion the amount of trash from various sources
was calculated and the sources identified in
hope for improvement.

The Icelandic Youth Organisation has now
joined forces with the international organisa-
tion “Clean up the World™ to continue the
clean-up project in Iceland. m

S. Thrainsson

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Ministry for the Environment

Vonatstraeti 4

ISL- 150 Reykjavik
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Ireland: action and awareness at local
community level

Seamus Lynam

n Ireland the National Organising

Committee (NOC) for ENCY 95, made up

of representatives from state and local
authorities, farming and forestry interests as
well as non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), adopted the theme of “Action and
awareness for nature conservation outside
protected areas”. The main objectives of the
campaign were to emphasise the interdepen-
dence between man and nature, to promote
the diversity of Ireland’s natural habitats, to
guide people in their use and enjoyment of
these habitats and to re-enforce an ongoing
commitment to nature conservation by all.

At the first meeting of the NOC. it was
agreed that the support and, more important-
ly. the involvement of local communities in
the area of nature conservation outside pro-
tected areas in the long term was essential
and should be an important goal of the
ENCY campaign in Ireland. Rather than try-
ing to establish new networks, the commitiee
decided to target a number of existing and
well-established community networks and to
encourage them to take on board the theme
“Awareness and action for nature conserva-
tion™ in their 1995 activities. Two of these
networks were Macra na Feirme (Young
Farmers Clubs) and the National Tidy Town
Committees.

Working for wildlife

Macra na Feirme (Young Farmers Clubs) has
300 clubs throughout the country with over
& 000 members. They are involved in all
types of community and development pro-
jects. In particular, their annual Community
Service Week encourages clubs to undertake
a specific project which leads to an improve-
ment of the amenities or services of their
locality. Following discussions with the
Office of Public Works and the NOC, Macra
agreed that the theme for club projects in
1995 should be “Working for wildlife™.

A document giving information and direc-
tion/guidelines for the undertaking of projects
and giving contact names of organisations
and individuals involved in nature conserva-
tion was issued to the clubs. Most of the
clubs participated and the projects were var-
ied - action plans for local wildlife habitats,
audits of flora and fauna, the establishment of
community wildlife gardens, studies and
guidelines on environmentally friendly farm-
ing, the setting down of nature trails includ-
ing written guides and maps, a study on the
importance of hedgerows for wildlife, etc.
The projects in many cases were done in con-
Junction with and under the direction of local
wildlife experts.

The projects were all presented to the public
at county level in May 1995 and awards were
made to the projects best exemplifying the
objectives of ENCY. A showcase of these
projects was then brought together for a
nature study weekend in the Burren in
August with lectures, workshops and field
trips. An overall prize was presented to the
Glenealy Club representing Co. Wicklow,
whose project set down a five-year manage-
ment plan for their local woodland. The plan
is being implemented by the club in conjunc-
tion with other local groups including the
Tidy Town Committee, local schools and
local wildlife personnel.

Following the success of Community Service
Week and recognising the positive impact
that they can have on the natural environment
in their community, Macra na Feirme clubs
are at present exploring ways to incorporate
“Awareness and action for nature conserva-
tion™ into their long-term objectives and
activities.

Tidy Towns Awards

The Tidy Town Awards in Ireland have been
taking place for the last 37 years and in 1995
there were 700 local Tidy Town Committees.
The strength of these awards is that they are
community-based and harness a huge volun-
tary commitment to the physical appearance
of Ireland’s towns and villages. The NOC
considered that this scheme had great poten-
tial to increase community awareness and
action for nature conservation, with a view to
increasing the wildlife value of urban areas.
The Tidy Town Committees at local level are
usually made up of representatives of various
sectors of the community and also work with
these sectors 1o improve their environment -
business, education, voluntary. young people,
ete.

Following a presentation by the Chairman of
the NOC, Mr Seamus Lynam, to the organis-
ing and adjudicating committee of the
scheme, a special award was included in
1995 for the Tidy Town Committee who sub-
mitted the best five-year plan for enhancing
the natural environment of their catchment
area. Documentation setting out the objec-
tives of ENCY and giving ideas. guidelines
and direction was issued to all the local com-
mittees. The documentation also included
names of local wildlife interests - NGOs,
local authorities, local wildlife personnel and
interested individuals. The date for the
receipt of submissions was 31 March 1996, A
large number of entries were received and
were assessed last spring.

The management of the award scheme was
given over to the Department of the

Environment in 1995. It has carried out a full
review of the scheme, which has allowed for
a fundamental change in the emphasis of the
awards away from concentrating on the
appearance - neatness and prettiness of urban
areas - to encompassing a wider range of
more fundamental issues, particularly the
conservation and the highlighting of indige-
nous natural habitats and also historical and
cultural aspects. As a continuation of the
relationship already established during
ENCY a Nature Conservation Award will
now be an annual feature of the scheme.

Other community projects for ENCY in
Ireland included school wildlife gardens,
nature weekends, local library exhibitions on
nature themes, a mid-summer bat count and
“Understanding landscape™, a series of local
family days with lectures, field trips and
wildlife art classes. ]

S. Lynam

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
The Office of Public Works
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Museum of the Sea in the manicipality of Pioppi, Salerno province

Italy: some activities

Mario Pavan

f we set aside sectoral interests and look at
our earth, it is clear that humanity’s main
priority is to protect nature in order to
maintain and improve living conditions and
human development. This was the aim of

ENCY 95.

If we are to be in a position to consolidate
and build on the experiences and activities
resulting from this remarkable Europe-wide
operation, each state must assess what has
been achieved at national level. ENCY can-
not and must not remain an isolated initiative.
It must serve as a basis for future national,
European or indeed international action. The
assessment must be of a type which can use-
fully lend itself to the organisation and if pos-
sible co-ordination of future initiatives.

Keywords: information and
fraining

The campaign In Italy was launched under the
patronage of the President of the Republic.
The Italian national committee comprised rep-
resentatives from the Ministries of the
Environment, Education, the Universities and
Scientific and Technical Research, and
Agriculture, Food and Forest Resources.

Posters and information leaflets were distrib-
uted to thousands of schools which agreed to
use them in a school information campaign.

Role of the press

Dozens of articles appeared in the press, pri-
marily the local press, and in wide-circulation
magazines which in the majority of cases also
published a special poster with the ENCY
logo detailing the activity which the organi-
sation concerned was undertaking. This
brought the subject to the attention of hun-
dreds of thousands of readers.
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Events

A major festival in tandem with an interna-
tional scientific film competition on nature
was organised by the Progetto Natura associ-
ation. Lectures and practical classes on nature
conservation were given to young people in
the Varese natural sciences centre. Several
major national congresses were held in con-

junction with regions, universities and associ-

ations.

Thirty conferences on ENCY were held in 26
Italian towns. International congresses were
held in Rome, Naples, Erice (Trapani),
Ancona, Venice and Livorno.

Publications

Various works were published each repro-
ducing the ENCY poster and accompanied by
appropriate texts, eg. A tribute to the sea;
Endangered flora and fauna in ltaly:
Sardinia: protecting nature and the sea;
Valgrande: history of a forest: Italian
lagoons: satellite pictures; The sea is life:
Red coral in the Mediterranean: Art, history
and science; Human responsibility for the
deterioration of the world’s environment; 45
vears of forest protection with the Formica
lugubris Zett - the family of formicid
hymenoptera; Analytical bibliography (1962-
1981) of the red ant group in Italian, French
and German; Proceedings of the seminar on
the reforestation of lowland areas for envi-
ronmental purposes; Posidonia: a contribu-
tion to the conservation of the main marine
ecosysten in the Mediterranean.

Environmental education

Environment familiarisation courses were
organised for teachers. There is now a cross-
curricular environment course available, ie
with the various aspects being taught by
teachers of different disciplines.

Creation of a sea museum

One of the most significant activities has
been the provision of a castle situated on the
Pollica coast for the setting up of a sea muse-
um on the initiative of the Marenostrum asso-
ciation. The museum is a sea-related cultural
activities centre and trains those responsible
for sea management, coastal protection and
conservation of the famous marine grottoes
of Capo Palinuro in the recently set-up
national park of Cilento and Vallo di Diano.

Bird garden

An area of land in the Ticino river park in
Lombardy has been set aside for a bird gar-
den containing numerous varieties of endan-
gered fructiferous plants. This initiative
ensures these species do not become extinct
and provides a protected environment and
food for the sedentary and migratory bird
populations.

Creation of national parks

ENCY has been an effective catalyst for land
conservation and has resulted in the creation
of five new national parks and several marine
reserves.

The armed forces and ENCY

The Italian armed forces’ contribution to
ENCY has been to implement practical
nature conservation measures on land and at
sea and to provide training for specialist per-
sonnel. Tt is essential that the military play
their part in defending the country through
ecological action combining both military
and civil and environmental defence in a
modern “integrated approach to defence”.
Initiating international military co-operation
for land and sea conservation would also be
of considerable value.

The action taken has covered the whole of
[taly and has involved all branches of the
Ministry of Defence: the army, navy, air
force, carabinieri, the financial brigade and
the military geographical institute.

Agreements signed

The armed forces manage large areas of land
under exclusive military administration.
However, co-operation has been set up on an
official footing. The Ministry of Defence (the
army) has signed an agreement with the
National Forestry Office (Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Forest Resources) and
is currently drawing up an agreement with
universities and garrison towns to enable mil-
itary personnel to undergo ecology training
and carry out environmental action in the
field.

Contribution from the navy

The navy has carried out a survey and study
of posidonia meadows (Posidonia oceanica)
in the Mediterranean basin in conjunction
with outside experts and several universities.




In addition it has been working in close and
fruitful co-operation with the University of
Pavia (Interdisciplinary bioacoustics and en-
vironmental research centre) to study and
protect Mediterranean Cetacea, by identify-
ing the acoustic signals of the various species
of whales and dolphins. Research is well un-
der way in conjunction with the Environment
Ministry's Central Inspectorate for Marine
Protection.

International conference of gendarmeries

The carabinieri organised an international
conference of gendarmeries and European
police forces for a common policy against the
movement and improper use of waste which
is harmful to the environment and human
health. The conference took place on 2 and 3
October 1995 in Rome under the aegis of
ENCY and was the first in a series of actions
which augurs well for the conclusion of prac-
tical international agreements. Participants
proposed that the European law-enforcement
forces continue with this activity post-ENCY.

Other action undertaken
The military geographic institute has pro-

duced an atlas of Italian marshes using
remote sensing and aerial photography.

The problem of Black Sea/Mediterranean
interdependence with regard to the pollutants
reaching both seas via the rivers of central
and eastern Europe is of major interest to the
Italian armed forces, which are currently
working on a co-ordinated international
action project.

All these actions are undoubtedly set to be
pursued over the coming years since continu-
ity over a sustained period of time is vital.
Links will also be maintained with the
Council of Europe.

Assessment

The Council of Europe’s initiative has been a
very important one as far as Italy is con-
cerned. A large proportion of the above activ-
ities and many others would never have been
undertaken without the stimulus provided by
ENCY. The incentive to take practical action
has been felt not only by official public bod-
ies, but by other sectors as well (schools, the
press, associations, etc).

This is why it is highly desirable that the
activities being carried out and those which
will result from them should - in a new and
custom-made international framework - be

consolidated and lead to new developments
and international co-operation. A key flactor
is educating young people in nature conser-
vation. Our future depends on the ability of
the prevailing ecological culture to take up
the challenge and prevent a wide-spread
environmental catastrophe. "

M. Pavan

Chair of the ENCY 95

International Organising Committee

and Head of the Italian national committee
Institute of Entomology

University of Pavia
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Latvia: prayer for the Baltic Sea

Gatis Pavils

(41 oday, earth is our mother and water
is her blood. Since the beginning of

the world rivers, streams and springs
have flowed towards the sea in order to be
revived there for the dawning of a new day.”

Today they remain there to die... The time
has finally come for us to realise that if the
sea stops living, we shall all perish. Our
everyday transgressions, which seem to us
like a drop in the ocean, have melted together
into the ultimate crime, comparable to a
heinous matricide. And we have no excuse,
we are all accomplices to this crime.

In four clean-ups, the Environmental
Protection Club of Latvia has managed to
clean the entire Latvian coast. We received
tremendous support from newspapers, TV
and radio.

Last year, on 3 September 1995, a parallel
event took place - a radio action. At 3 p.m.
exactly, almost all the radio stations of Latvia
broadcast six minutes of music entitled
“Prayer for the Sea™ written by Juris Vilcans.
At least 17 radio stations interrupted their
programmes and united in this unique action.

Two days previously, prayers and an open-air

press conference took place in one of the cen-
tral squares in downtown Riga, in which
well-known specialists participated.
Discussions on different themes concerning
the Baltic Sea issue were held and informa-
tion material prepared by specialists was dis-
tributed.

This was a tremendous success, bringing
together thousands of environmental
activists, schoolchildren, their teachers and
the general public. Latvian society today is
changing its attitude towards protection of
the sea-shore and we are sure that these
clean-ups have also has some influence on
this process. This year, coastal clean-ups will
take place along the whole Latvian seaside
during May and actions will be organised for
the protection of the seashores in the largest
Latvian harbours. We shall also continue to
organise our annual “Prayer for the Baltic
Sea” event on the first Sunday of September
each year. This is an event thal encourages a
more spiritual devotion to environmental pro-
tection. It is very popular and we look for-
ward to its success. il

G. Pavils
Kuldigas Street 15-30
LV-1000 Riga

“Water, source of life”, one of the ENCY themes in Latvia

s
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Liechtenstein encourages
young natural scientists

Regula Imhof

competition was run within the frame-
work of ENCY, in conjunction with the
LGU (Liechtenstein  Society for
Environmental Protection) and VPBank. A
total of 14 projects were submitted by school-
children aged 10 to 18 from different schools.

The “Liechtenstein’s young researchers”

The projects focused mostly on botany,
forestry and zoology. Various elements of the
natural environment were featured, including
forest borders, pastures, springs, mistletoe,
centipedes. bats, butterflies, red ants, rabbits
and hedgehogs. Abstract themes were also
covered, such as packaging materials, renew-
able energy sources or the physical properties
of beech and spruce.

The best three projects are described briefly
below:

Protection of red ants

Three schoolchildren looked at the ants’ nests
inventoried by Leo Biichel 16 years previous-
ly. They drew up a new map of nests and also
noted changes. Using these data, they consid-
ered what measures could help protect and
develop red ant colonies.

They observed that different types of beech
forests, incorporating scattered conifers and
characterised by dry to cool soil, were the
preferred sites for nesting. Furthermore, the
sites had to be sufficiently exposed to sun-
light and not too grassy. It is by creating the
conditions for such sites and protecting them
that it will be possible to safeguard the red
ant biotope. Another protection measure
would be to follow up the study of ways in
which ants’ nests are destroyed, with efforts
to prevent such destruction. Humans are still
responsible for much damage and should be
called upon to show more care and respect.
Even if nests are artificially protected, they
will not stand up to deliberate destruction.
Measures aimed at conserving nesting sites
and informing walkers of the importance of
red ants therefore afford the best means of
protecting and encouraging red ant popula-
nons.

Sixteen previously inventoried ants’ nests
had disappeared by the 1995 update. The
group found only 26 of the nests listed but
discovered 20 new ones.

The group won first prize of a three-week
stay at the London International Youth
Science Forum.
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Study of ravine butterflies

Another team of two schoolchildren focused
on ravine butterflies. They noted the presence
and numbers of several varieties and linked
them to various types of biotope. which point-
ed the way to possible protection measures.

Liechtensteing

ougend forscht,

Competition information leaflet

They observed 49 different species (29 diur-
nal, 5 quasi-diurnal and 15 nocturnal).

To link species to biotopes, they had to deter-
mine which biotopes were present in the
ravines. All of the species observed inhabited
three of the seven major types logged (forest
border, dry slope, open spaces). The main
biotope is the dry slope. If butterflies are to
be protected, the prime task is to conserve
these different types of host biotope.

The team won places in a three-week astron-

omy camp held in 1995 in France.

Springs in the Liechtenstein low
country

Twelve springs were discovered by a small”

team in the Liechtenstein low country.

In the region’s other two municipalities, the
springs have completely disappeared. Most
of them were either destroyed when the water
conveyance network was developed in the
1950s or simply became part of that network.
Still today, civil engineering projects are wip-
ing out precious traces of the past. Analyses
of the different springs have generally shown
that their water is not fit for drinking.

In many cases, pollution is caused by bacteria
or fertilisers sprayed on neighbouring grazing
land and fields. The spring water is also harder
than tap water.

The team looked not only at water quality but
also at the cultural function of the springs.

“Formerly, the springs were used for a varied
range of tasks, above all for watering live-
stock and daily household chores (cooking,
washing, cleaning etc). Yet today, spring
water is hardly used any more. Since it is
more convenient to turn on a tap than to fetch
water from a fountain or a well, rare are those
who still think of making sensible use of this
resource. Most springs belonged to a co-oper-
ative founded by the local population, who
drew up a charter on water use. The charter
laid down the conditions for co-operative
membership and responsibilities for main-
taining water collection, repairing damage or
renovating the facility.”

The team was given the opportunity of
participating in a camp geared to a nature
conservation theme.

The next “Liechtenstein’s young researchers”™
competition will be held in 1997. ]

R. Imhof

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Liechtensteine Gesellschaft fiir Umweltschutz
Heiligkreuz 52
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Moldova moves for ENCY

Angela Lozan

ecognising the importance of ENCY 95,

the Republic of Moldova has carried out

some national projects and actions
which can be considered, we hope, as a con-
tribution to this initiative.

According to the decree of the President of
the Republic of Moldova, Mircea Snegur, the
“National day of greening of the country”
(I April) was instituted, during which many
people took part in forest plantations over an
area of 2 000 ha (14.2 million seedlings).

The “Nistru-95" scientific expedition has as
objective hydrochemical and hydrobiological
analyses, as well as the establishment of the
ecological status of the river protection zone,
and the inspection of sewage plants along this
river of great importance.

With the aim of conserving valuable natural
zones outside protected areas, investigations
have been carried out in the wetlands of the

lower course of the river Prut, which are rest-
ing places for many migratory bird species,
in order to support the arguments in favour of
the creation of a national reserve.

An international exhibition, “Ecotech-95",
has been organised, where non-polluting
installations and technologies used in indus-
try were presented.

A general event covering the activities car-
ried out was the conference “1995 - European
Nature Conservation Year in the Republic of
Moldova: problems, successes, prospects”,
with international participation, and support-
ed to a high degree both morally and finan-
cially by the ENCY International Organising
Committee, to whom we are very grateful.

The actions dedicated to ENCY will be fol-
lowed up in order to awaken the interest of
local authorities to the problems of nature
conservation in the Republic of Moldova and
to sustain the IOC’s role in promoting this
campaign in the future. i

A. Lozan

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Department for Environmental Protection
Bd Stefan cel Mare 73

277001 Chisindu

Republic of Moldova

“
“Nature is everywhere” in the Netherlands

Peter Bos

or a small, highly urbanised country like

the Netherlands, the theme of ENCY 95

has been a very relevant one. If there is
limited space for protected nature areas, then
one should make an extra effort to maintain
and create natural values elsewhere. Under
the umbrella of the National Committee, over
700 activities took place to implement the
motto “nature is everywhere”. They varied
from pond-digging to open days on estates,
and from bat counts to helping with roadside
management. These were mostly local or
regional projects, providing concrete samples
of what can be done in the field of nature and
landscape conservation in one’s own back-
yard.

National events, which featured Queen
Beatrix and Prime Minister Kok, focused on
themes such as nature conservation in agri-
cultural areas and European nature conserva-
tion.

Follow-up after 1995

The themes of ENCY were not dropped at
the close of 1995. The interest in nature and
landscape maintenance in unprotected areas
has been much stimulated by ENCY and
many initiatives are being continued. New
projects to help farmers and other landowners

with nature-friendly practices are under way
with the support of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature Management and
Fisheries.

The Chairman of the National Committee,
Wim van Gelder, took the initiative for a dec-
laration of intent, entitled “The Netherlands
for European nature”. This declaration
announces further efforts and co-operation to
support European nature conservation poli-
cies, in particular the Pan-European
Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy.

More than 25 conservation bodies in the
Netherlands, including the government,
signed the declaration and an action plan is
now being prepared. ENCY has not been an
end in itself, but a starting-point for renewed
efforts. ]

P. Bos

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management
and Fisheries

P O Box 20401

NL-2500 EK The Hague

Book specially
published for ENCY
by the Netherlands

V. Volontir




Poland: the mass media

Agnieszka Marcon and Michal Nurzyriski

he Polish Ministry of the Environment

has been making a considerable effort in

recent years to secure the support of the
mass media as major allies in information
campaigns aimed at reaching the public.

Tangible results
This policy has been put into effect in a num-

ber of ways. The aim is to heighten the
awareness of journalists themselves, to afford

them regular assistance in their work of

informing the public and to provide them
from time to time with their favourite “raw
material”: front-page news.

The ministry’s efforts have produced tangible
results, and ENCY has proved to be an addi-
tional opportunity to reinforce these contacts.
It has enhanced their scope because of the
European dimension of the campaign and the
new ideas introduced in this framework.

The ministry has also participated financially
in the production of a number of television

and radio broadcasts and the publication of

special high-circulation weekly bulletins. The
theme of ENCY was repeatedly addressed
throughout 1995. We should mention in par-
ticular a group of journalists - already trained

Video clip of the song “Our awakening” by the group Buzu Squat

on questions concerning the environment
thanks to the efforts of the ministry - that has
given broad coverage to this subject.

Originality

Communication aids have also been very
useful: the calendar, the posters, video clips,
the CD etc. But to ensure genuine success,
they have also had to be original and needed
to be distributed as effectively as possible.
The public television station broadcast the

clips on ENCY at prime viewing time free of

charge, as well as clips with two songs, one
written specially for the campaign. These

clips have also been shown at a number of

concerts (approximately 20 000 spectators).
The two songs, together with several others
on the underlying relations between humani-
ty and nature, were recorded on a CD, which
is easy to spot thanks to its novel cover made
of natural linen and bearing the ENCY logo.
It was not marketed, but served as a prize in
various competitions, along with a T-shirt.
Some 100 national and local radio stations

have been able to obtain the CD free of

charge provided that they hold competitions
on ENCY.

These activities and a host of others have
succeeded in acquainting the public with the
logo, the idea of the campaign and the role of

the Council of Europe. Increasingly, the
media have shown an interest in nature from
its positive side, and not only to report on
disasters or controversies. Encouraged by
these results, the ministry is pursuing its
work in 1996 and in June organised Eko
Media Forum in Warsaw - the first interna-
tional exhibition in Europe devoted to teach-
ing about the environment. ]

A. Marcon

National Organising Committee ENCY 95

M. Nurzynski

in charge of environmental education
Ministry of Environmental Protection,
Natural Resources and Forestry

ul. Wawelska 52/54

PL-00 922 Warsaw

Compact disc produced in Poland




NGOs carried out many activities on aguatic zones

Activities carried out by
Portuguese NGOs

Ana Ziiquete and Carlos Magathdes

he ENCY 95 National Organising

Committee in Portugal decided to ask

non-governmental organisations (NGOs),
municipal authorities and other institutions to
take part in ENCY by devising nature conser-
vation schemes outside protected areas. The
Instituto da Conservagio da Natureza provided
20 million escudos to finance certain activi-
ties. A national selection panel chose the best
projects according to pre-established criteria.
Here are the details:

The activities of the Association for the
Development of the Aire and Candeeiros
Mountain Ranges were centred on the subject
of “Our rivers: their past and present. What
about their future?”. Primary and secondary
school pupils cleaned up waterways. This
was followed by an exhibition of pho-
tographs.

The Iberian Avifauna Research Centre con-
ducted awareness-raising activities on the
state of the environment directed at the
inhabitants of Evora, and in particular the
children.

In November 1995 the Mértola Heritage
Protection Association held meetings with
experts in the Guadiana valley in order to
raise local people’s awareness.

The activities of the “Almargem™ Association
for the Protection of the Cultural and Natural
Heritage were concentrated on protecting
endangered plant and animal species in the

Algarve: leaflets on the plants and animals
were published and awareness-raising materi-
al was produced. Primary schools were
involved in this project.

The Nature Protection League (LPN) pro-
duced a "Handbook of good conduct in the
countryside™; it highlights the importance of
ecosystems, the causes of their destruction
and the guidelines which should govern our
behaviour towards the natural environment.
A travelling exhibition was also staged on the
importance of estuaries for the conservation
of endangered animals in Portugal.

The Portuguese Association of Biologists
(APB) studied the development of natural
ccosystems, took stock of the problems
encountered in the Guadiana river basin and
suggested some solutions. It also held a series
ol lectures on managing and protecting riparian
ecosystems.

The Regional and Environmental Planning
Study Group (GEOTA) prepared material for
use in exhibitions on wetland conservation in
1996. This NGO also organised six guided
tours accompanied by experts in important
nature conservation sites.

The “Quercus™ National Nature Conservation
Association promoted important nature con-
servation sites and campaigned to alert public
attention to the natural heritage and the limi-
tations on its use.

The Torres Vedras Speleology Club organ-
ised a scheme to clean up the Torres Vedras

P. Thébault

coastline, involving schoolchildren, munici-
pal employees and NGO members. This
activity was publicised through the press and
a poster campaign.

The National Association of Municipalities
held an international seminar on forest fires
in April 1995,

The League of Friends of Conimbriga con-
ducted information and awareness-raising
campaigns on the geography, flora, human
activities and natural landscapes of eight
municipalities in central Portugal, directed at
young members of the Adsico Association.

The Portuguese Wildlife Research and
Protection Centre conducted bird counts near
the river Douro, which is an extremely sensi-
tive area for nature conservation in Portugal
and Spain. Awareness-raising activities were
also organised for young people.

The Christian Environmental Research and
Conservation Association (AROCHA) car-
ried out environmental education activities in
Ria de Alvor and staged exhibitions on
wildlife studies.

The Portuguese Environmental Education
Association organised nine guided tours of
areas of cultural and environmental impor-
tance in Portugal and published information
leaflets.

The Portuguese Confederation of
Environmental Protection Associations
(CPADA) conducted public awareness-rais-
ing campaigns in Savacem and Vila Franca
de Xira on the threats to this wetland area,
and studied the birds found there. The press,
the television and the municipality of Vila
Franca de Xira publicised these activities.
The CPADA also produced posters to draw
the attention of the authorities and the general
public to the incorporation of the “rights of
non-hunters™ into the Law on Hunting. &

A. Ziquete and C. Magalhaes
National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Instituto da Conservaciio da Natureza

Rua Ferreira Lapa 38-4° Esq.

P-1000 Lisboa




Romanian “Nature Journal”

Lucia Ceuca

constitutes a determining factor in life

quality assessment. The political, social
and economic transformations which
Romania has known in the last years have
had a powerful impact on the changing of
man’s attitude towards the important heritage
represented by nature.

The quality of the natural environment

A certain educational way of thinking related
to environmental protection and conservation
has evolved. Development of the legislative
framework, institutional structures and gov-
ernmental organisations involved in the pro-
tection of our country’s natural resources,
and the ecological balance as a whole, has
taken place.

ENCY 95: a premiére

In this context, participation in a pan-
European campaign, such as the one
launched by the Council of Europe -
ENCY 95 - constituted a premiére, and has
concluded with beneficial results. Thus, the
necessity of involvement has been acknowl-
edged at all levels, with the rights and duties
as members of a global community.

For the realisation of this unit, links are nec-
essary. The main inter-regional argument is
represented by communication. Starting from
this concept, the ENCY Romanian
Committee recognised the need for a publica-
tion to inform the public, to arouse awareness
and to promote a strategy for integration into
the international campaign,

A new publication

A small staff group working as volunteers
launched the monthly publication Nature
Journal, which is now, at the end of the cam-
paign, at its 24th number. Its eight pages con-
tain thematic material by personalities from
the country and from abroad working in the
environmental field.

On the publication’s front page is written the
adage “Look to the future, look after nature”,
the ENCY slogan. The publication’s contents
promote environmental ethics in accordance
with which the ecosystems sheltering endan-
gered species or unique landscapes with a
high aesthetic value need special protection.
The framework of the publication reserves a
special place for the presentation of environ-
mental legislation, conventions and interna-
tional agreements.

Of special interest were the articles on the
national programme for environmental pro-
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tection action, the environmental strategic
programme for the Danube Basin, the Bern
Convention, CITES and Ramsar. A special
place is reserved for the articles received
from the Centre Naturopa.

A major concern of Romanian decision-makers
is the assurance of sustainable development
on the basis of the social and economic
system being capable of adapting to the
changes currently occurring, taking into con-
sideration the danger of exceeding certain
limits in the use of natural resources and
maintenance of the ecological balance.

In support of these concerns, Maguelonne
Déjeant-Pons’ article entitled “Human rights
in fundamental environmental law at
European level in the framework of the
Council of Europe and the European
Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms™ was pub-
lished and in the same issue all eight pages
were entirely consecrated to ENCY. Articles
also appeared on internal and international
meetings, their agendas, opinions and mes-
sages.

It is important to note that our publication
today has 2 000 subscribers, representing a
large social and professional diversity: stu-
dents, researchers, members of governmental
and non-governmental organisations, indus-
trial enterprises and representatives of local
authorities. We have received requests even
from abroad, for example from the Faculty of
International Environmental Law in Japan.

An example bears fruit

Beside the diversity of themes covered, we
could also mention, as the most important
feature of the campaign, the strong example
it gives. In mid-1994, date of the publica-
tion’s first issue, it was the only one of its
kind in Romania. A series of other publica-
tions in this field have since appeared, using
most of our campaign material.
Unfortunately, the high cost of participation
in large specific reunions prevents, in most
cases, direct information. The publication’s
staff hope to be able to contribute both to an
increase in the quality of information and to
closer links and integration in the structures
of European environmental sources.

Now, at the end of the campaign, an
overview of the evolution of this important
communication instrument strengthens my
belief in the necessity for further issues of
Nature Journal. On the basis of the accumu-
lated experience in issuing this journal, we
hope that it will become a “message carrier”
of the Pan-European Biological and
Landscape Diversity Strategy.

As an example of its positive media role in
general and of its ENCY campaign in partic-
ular, we could quote an excerpt from the
message by the President of Romania, lon
lliescu, at the occasion of the journal’s first
anniversary: “Romania has rich natural
resources and a generous natural environ-
ment. It is our duty to preserve it for future
generations, to avoid the difficult situations
of other countries which, in harming the nat-
ural environment, are actually borrowing the
resources of future generations. | express my
belief that the work of your journal will con-
tribute to the preservation of natural
resources, to public opinion awareness in the
spirit of attachment towards the environment
related to the needs of nature protection and
conservation”. |

L. Ceuca

National Organising Committee ENCY 95

Director Nature Journal

Ministry of Waters, Forests and Environment Protection
12 Bd Libertatii

Sector 5

RO-70542 Bucharest



ENCY highlights in Russia

Nina G. Dobrynina

he Director of Environment and Local

Authorities of the Council of Europe,

Ferdinando Albanese, opened ENCY 95 in
the Russian Federation at the All-Russia
Nature Conservation Congress on 5 June 1995,
the World Nature Conservation Day, and
addressed over 2 000 delegates from numerous
governmental and non-governmental organisa-
tions.

Particularities of the national
programme

Following the general ENCY theme *“nature
conservation outside protected areas”, five
sub-themes were chosen for the national pro-
gramme: biodiversity, ecology and economy
(agriculture, forestry, hunting, etc.), urban
environment, ecology and peace-keeping.
and education. Creation of ecological aware-
ness and understanding of human-nature
interaction was identified as an objective of
the national activities. Children and youth
formed the largest target group of the cam-
paign among the other three groups (local,
regional and national authorities, adjacent
branches - agriculture, hunting, forestry, con-
sumers). In 1995, among others the following
national and international meetings and
workshops were organised:

- international training seminar “Transport
and environment™;

- national days of protection against ecologi-
cal danger;

- international workshop “Action plan on
conservation and restoration of rare species
of cranes™;

- international forum “Ecological policy and
peace-keeping in the Eurasian zone™;

- national forum “Ecology and economy in
Russia™;

- international symposium “Monitoring of the
environment'’;

- colloquy of the Council of Europe
*Agriculture and related activities in protect-
ed areas™;

- international conference “New approach to
solution of ecological problems in cities™.

On the whole, about ten national and 200
local NGOs participated in the national activ-
ities devoted to ENCY.

Koromyslo

Four St. Petersburg institutions (the
“Jupiter-Z" Scientific and Technical Centre,
the “Euroveksel” investment company, the
Centre for Arctic Innovative Investigations
ARINIS and the Baltic Institute of the Inter-
national Independent University of Ecology
and Politology) launched a project aimed at:

International Independent University of
Ecology and Politology) launched a project
aimed at:

- meeting national commitments in the
framework of the Arctic Environmental
Protection Strategy:

- creating a system of staff training:

- organising the International Centre of
Ecological Tourism and People’s Diplomacy.

Components of the project include training in
summer ecological schools and camps, spiri-
tual community, rescue groups for ecological
accidents and disasters, a rehabilitation centre
for refugees from conflict areas, etc.

Little Prince

This project was organised by the federation
of children’s organisations “Young Russia”.
The ecological expedition project was held in
June-August 1995 and united 72 regional
organisations (about 500 000 members). The
project was elaborated to form better ecologi-
cal awareness and understanding of its partic-
ipants: 6-7-year-old children and teenagers of
14-15. Everyone discovered his own “plan-
et”, chose a component of the environment
(natural or social) and realised a personal
ecological project.

Water on earth

The all-Russia contest of children’s environ-
mental education projects was held in
February 1994-July 1995. It was arranged by

the Association of Advanced Chemical
Education and the Ministry of Protection of
the Environment and Natural Resources, with
the aim of involving large groups of school-
children, students and teachers in the study
and protection of freshwater resources. As a
result, 179 student groups from different
regions of the Russian Federation and other
CIS states participated in the contest and
monitored lakes, rivers, sea harbours and
streams (water quality tests, environmental
investigations, pollution), studied history and
ethnological features, wrote stories, poems,
songs, drew pictures and posters. The best
works were published in the local journals
and newspapers. The next contest will be
organised in 1996-97.

Follow-up

Taking into account the experience of ENCY
in the Russian Federation, the decisions of
the All-Russia Congress on Nature
Conservation and the recent recommenda-
tions of the Inter-Agency Commission on
Environmental Education, the federal pro-
gramme “Environmental Education in Russia
by 2000” was adopted. Its objectives were
defined as follows:

- to deepen ecological awareness and under-
standing,

- to set up a system of ongoing environmental
education,

- to develop the legislative, organisational,
methodological, and information components
of the system.

The programme includes a number of sub-
programmes on legislative background,
organisation structure, information and scien-
tific supply, teacher training, new forms
and methods of environmental education,
system of obligatory training for decision-
makers, environmental awareness monitor-
ing. international co-operation and environ-
mental literature. [

N. G. Dobrynina

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Ministry of the Protection of the Environment
and Natural Resources

4/6 B. Gruzinskaya str.

123812 Moscow

Russian Federation




Slovak Republic: coins and banknotes

Jana Zacharovd

s a result of ENCY 95 in the Slovak

Republic, the Ministry of the

Environment and the National Bank
began official co-operation. Thanks to the
understanding and support of the National
Bank, nature motifs will be regularly listed in
the annual issue plan of commemorative
coins. The tradition already started in 1994
with the Slovensky raj National Park silver
coin commemorating the anniversary of the
protection of this valuable area. In 1995 the
two-hundred-Slovak-crowns silver coin
devoted to ENCY was issued. It had been
selected from 19 proposals created by
13 authors.

Coins and banknotes with nature motifs were
also subject to two exhibitions. The Slovak
National Museum prepared the historical
review of depicting nature on more than 700
currencies starting with the age of antiquity.
The exhibition recalled the fundamental role
of nature and life, and the respect given to
natural resources in the past. Currencies were
logically divided according to the time of
their use (antiquity, middle ages, renaissance,
modern age) and according to their message
(coins and banknotes as the symbol of reli-
gion, power, life, food source. living condi-
tions).

The second exhibition prepared by the
Foundation of F. J. TurCek and the Slovak
Environmental Agency showed coins and
banknotes currently in circulation all over the
world. A collection of more than 800 samples
from above 180 countries documented vari-
ous trends in nature and showed different
motifs - landscape, scenic beauty, activities
such as sowing, harvesting, fishing, grazing,
rare plants and animals, symbols of the
nation or the State, emblems, etc.

Series of postage stamps

As well as coins, stamps are day-to-day prod-
ucts used by the general public. They are
both also favourite items for hobbies and col-
lections. Issuing of stamps with nature motifs
reflects the attention which is paid by the
State to this topic. The Slovak Republic has a
long tradition of depicting flora and fauna on
the stamps.

For ENCY a series was issued showing three
representatives of endangered plant species
typical for mountain sites: Ciminalis clusii,
Pulsatilla slavica and Onosma tornense.
Their value is 2 Sk. 3 Sk and 8 Sk. The series
features the emblem of ENCY and the name
of the campaign in Slovak (Rek ochrany
eurdpskej prirody). In addition, two First Day
Cover envelopes were produced.
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ENCY'’s contribution in the
Slovak Republic

The question what were the main results of
ENCY in our country is not easy o answer.
Moreover, what we expect as the most
important result - raising public awareness
towards nature conservation - can be seen
only in long-term perspectives. Nevertheless,
ENCY was a significant milestone (or a cor-
nerstone?) of the large-scale campaign for
European nature, involving various actors,
target groups, activities. ENCY came at the
time when nature was not the highest priority
on the political agenda and human minds in
many countries. It came to make all of us
more active and more systematic in our work
for nature.

First of all, raising awareness within State
and voluntary bodies resulting from ENCY
was of great importance. Institutions such as
the National Bank. which naturally are not
aimed at promoting the idea of nature protec-
tion, have been involved in the programme as
well as other interest groups - for example
the Association of Towns and Villages of the
Slovak Republic. the Union ol Agricultural
Co-operative Farms. The topic of nature pro-
tection versus economic activities was
addressed and the need for broader environ-
mental education emphasised. The general
public actively and mostly positively reacted
on the radio and TV broadcasts relating to
nature, mainly on problems concerning their
region, health and welfare.

From the procedural point of view, ENCY
improved the co-operation of different sec-

tors at national level as well as at the level of

regions and districts. Their representatives on
the National Organising Committee commit-
ted their understanding and willingness to
communicate and to find ways of supporting
nature. The discussions among the ministries
and their local offices or other organisations
led to the development of programmes or
separate events for environmental education
and improvement of the state of natural sites
in the countryside or within the communities.

The next characteristic of ENCY was the real
national character of the campaign.
Environmental offices and organisations,
national parks. schools, cultural centres,
museums, libraries, zoos and municipalities
have participated along with several non-gov-
ernmental organisations. ENCY proved that
having a common goal - the organisation of
as many successful events to help nature as
possible - can be a unifying element between
governmental and non-governmental organi-
sations. In many cases both official and vol-
untary bodies have combined their human
and financial resources.

Last, but not least, the international dimen-
sion of the ENCY programme was important,
both to give broader and more official sup-
port to the ideas of protection of nature out-
side protected areas and also to have the
opportunity of self-assessment. Comparison
of attitudes, achievements and experiences of
the other countries participating in ENCY is a
very valuable contribution for future work.

The final result was the experience from
organising such an international campaign: to
formulate the aims of the campaign, to target
well in advance a broad audience, to raise
financial sources, to support activities, to
devote professionals to co-ordination and
communication, to finalise the programme
and to make the results available to the pub-
lic. ]

J. Zacharovi

National Organising Commitice ENCY 95
Ministry for the Environment

Department of Nature and Landscape Protection
Hlboka 2

SK-812 35 Bratislava

Coin specially minted in the Slovak Republic



Royal inauguration in Sweden

Maria Prigorowsky

n Sweden, the event that drew most atten-
tion during ENCY 95 was undoubtedly the
official inauguration on 11 May.

The theme in Sweden during the year was “the
agricultural landscape”. The aim of the nation-
al committee, consisting of 19 organisations,
was to spread knowledge about the importance
of biological diversity maintained and nur-
tured by human hands and grazing cattle.

Opening programme

All the organisations worked throughout the
year - mostly independently and with differ-
ent campaigns and projects connected to the
theme. However, it was decided at an early
stage that one big event should gather the
entire committee, namely an official celebra-
tion and inauguration. The Swedish
Environmental Protection Agency arranged
the programme for that day. King Carl XVI
Gustaf, who takes great interest in nature,
immediately accepted the invitation,

Oland - an island with
pastureland

The inauguration took place on an island in
south-eastern Sweden, Oland. This is a part
of Sweden where farming is still important
and one of the main sources of income. It is
also an area where many farmers have kept
their land in a traditional manner. The open
and flat landscape is characterised by stone
walls dividing the fields and meadows. Since
there is so much pastureland, the flora is
exceptional - with an abundance of orchids.
In the village of Killa two neighbouring
farmers were chosen, who both receive com-
pensation to keep their grounds pastured. The
celebration took place on their grounds.

A well-filled backpack
In the early morning of 11 May the 120

guests, press and media were melt at Kalmar
airport. The programme started during the
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At the Swedish inauguration, King Carl XVI Gustaf released a lamb, an important element
in the preservation of biological diversity

one-hour bus trip out to Killa, where every-
one then enjoyed the beautiful landscape
accompanied by two shorter lectures connect-
ed to the theme.

On arrival the guests were divided into six
groups and given a backpack. It contained
material from the 19 organisations and repre-
sented well the width of the theme. Books,
maps, a leaflet on birds in the agricultural
landscape and even seeds were some of the
items the guests found in their backpack.

Hikes and lectures

What could be more suitable on such a day
than a nature walk? The groups took off
along a well-kept cattle track, after having
visited an exhibition in a barn. The walk was
about two kilometres long and the groups
stopped at six stations with five-minute lec-
tures to present the different aspects and val-
ues of the theme. The lecturers all came from
the national committee. After a first lecture
on landscape conservation the walk took the
groups to the middle of a meadow sparkling
with early purple orchids, where the lecture
naturally was about the unique flora found in
traditionally-managed meadows. The follow-
ing stop was in front of a windmill with a
beautiful view over the fields - the lecture
pointed out the cultural history of the land-
scape and made the group realize, looking at
an old map, that some of the fields had been
there for over 500 years! The walk continued
alongside well-kept stone walls to a pasture
with juniper bushes - here the importance of
grazing was discussed. The last two stations
close to the coastline were devoted to birdlife
and the return to wilderness respectively.

Lunch on the grass

Halfway back to the farms all the guests were
invited to an outdoor lunch. The menu was
entirely “a la agricultural landscape”, with
lamb, marinated chicken, onion pie and
cheese. During lunch, while happily seated
on the grass, the guests could enjoy folk
songs sung by three local girls. They then
yalked back to a mound close to the farms
where the official inauguration took place.

A Well-preserved farm track, with stone walls to prevent carile from straying

Speech by the King

A large group of people from all over Oland
had gathered to see and listen to the King.
King Carl XVI Gustaf - giving his speech
from a windmill ladder - opened by pointing
out the beauty and great intrinsic values of
the agricultural landscape. The speech that
followed reflected the King’s intimate knowl-
edge and great liking for that part of the
country, where the royal family has a sum-
mer residence. After the speech the King
very symbolically celebrated the day by
releasing a lamb onto pasture. At the end of
the day many of the guests, including King
Carl XVI Gustaf, had surely become even
more aware of the values in the agricultural
landscape.

Recurrent reminder

Modern farming need not exclude solitary
trees, hedgerows and meadows. In a varied
agricultural landscape the flora and fauna
become so much richer in all aspects. The
inauguration succeeded well in presenting
the width of the theme and got attention in
media. It has been suggested that this day
shall be celebrated, yearly. in each county, as
a recurrent reminder of the values and ingre-
dients of the agricultural landscape, |

M. Prigorowsky

National Organising Committee ENCY 95
Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
Blekholmsterrassen 36

5-106 48 Stockholm
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Ukraine: a wind of change
brings new hope

Yaroslav Movchan

wenty-five years, the age of a generation,

have passed since the first European

Conservation Year, Ukraine has become
a member of the Council of Europe and
Ukrainians are honoured to live at the heart
of Europe. A wind of change brings new
hopes and possibilities for solving the old
problems and Ukraine is trying its best to
improve the protection of nature and the
environment in conditions of deep economic
and ecological crisis. ENCY, as an aware-
ness-raising campaign, was an excellent
opportunity to get the conservation message
across to the greatest number of people, to
form public awareness of the need for nature
protection, and to promote a new understand-
ing of nature.

Now destruction and pollution of the envi-
ronment is taking place in our country, result-
ing in the loss of a favourable environment
for human beings. According to the latest
data, the mortality rate exceeds the birth rate.
A natural decrease in the population of
Ukraine was first recorded in 1991 and in the
following years this decrease has become
even more pronounced. Further destruction
and pollution of the environment will endan-
ger Ukrainians’ health and is hazardous to the
nation's gene pool. The consequences could
be irreversible.

Legislative improvements

Following the Council of Europe announce-
ment of 1995 as ENCY, a National
Organising Committee (NOC) was set up in
Ukraine, consisting of representatives of the
ministries and departments most closely
related to nature and landscape management,
research institutions, public and youth organ-
isations as well as the mass media, The NOC
was chaired by Dr I Kuras, Vice Prime
Minister of Ukraine. It developed a complex
of measures based on the aims and ideas
developed by the Council of Europe. Taking
into account experience gained by other
member States, specific activities were car-
ried out in regard to national environmental
legislation. Laws on ecological expertise, on
utilisation of nuclear energy and radiation
protection, on radioactive waste management
and the water code were adopted in 1995.
Draft laws on waste and on protection and
utilisation of the plant kingdom were devel-
oped. A number of scientific congresses, con-
ferences and workshops were conducted by
institutions of the National Academy of
Sciences and other research and non-govern-
mental organisations. Among the issues dis-
cussed at these events were formation of eco-
logically stable landscape protection and sus-
tainable use of forests, forestry management
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in radioactive contamination conditions, and
development of tree planting and forest sur-
veillance projects in order to prevent climate
changes, a concept of EECONET.

Seminar for NGOs

The Green Ukraine Society, together with the
Ukrainian Society for Nature Protection and
the Centre for Implementation of the
International Ecological Programme, organ-
ised a seminar for non-governmental environ-
mental organisations, with the financial sup-
port of the Dutch Embassy in Ukraine. This
seminar was an important event for
Ukrainian NGOs, as people from different
organisations were given an opportunity to
get to know one other, exchange experience
and start follow-up co-operation. Concrete
recommendations and documents resulted
from the seminar and participation of minis-
terial representatives encouraged understand-
ing between NGOs and state administration.
Information was also available from a Dutch
NGO on public participation in the environ-
ment policy-making process.

Nature protection and health
A seminar on “Urban environment: nature

and human health protection™ was held.
Critical environmental problems were dis-

cussed by specialists on medicine, urban bio-
diversity conservation, town and urbo-land-
scape planning, and sociology. A resolution
was unanimously adopted on the need to
develop the state programme for studies and
management of urbo-landscape ecosystems.

ENCY promoted the improvement of ecolog-
ical awareness of Ukrainian citizens, attract-
ing young people to the all-European values
and understanding of the necessity of a con-
tinuous nature conservation activity. |

Y. Movchan

National Organising Committee ENCY 95

Ministry for Environmental Protection and Nuclear Safety
5 Khreshchatyk Street

252001 Kyiv

Ukraine




A vision for the future in

the

United Kingdom and Eire

John Lincoln

he United Kingdom and Eire 20-20

Vision Time Capsule Project was the last

major project for ENCY 95, undertaken
in all the countries of the UK and included
the Republic of Ireland. The aim was to
invite the public, particularly young people,
to consider the changes to their natural envi-
ronment in the last 25 years and then create
imaginative ideas of what the environment
should be in the year 2020 - a vision for the
future. These ideas, in whatever form they
were produced, were then placed in Time
Capsules and buried or stored in over 300
places throughout the UK and Eire to be
retrieved on the 20th day of the second
month in the year 2020 (20-02-2020).

This vision for the future was to take many
varied forms - videos, photographs, draw-
ings, letters, poems, stories, till receipts, lot-
tery tickets, magazines, sweel packets,
diaries, coins, sweat shirts, and so on.

A campaign was devised to promote the
Time Capsule, including a leaflet and infor-
mation pack. However, as soon as the project
was announced, enquiries flooded in to the
five country campaign offices. It was clearly
a very popular project, particularly for
schools, The information pack provided
guidelines for completing the project, includ-
ing advice on the contents, planning and
preparation, informing the media, burying or
storing the Time Capsule and registering. The
registration for each burial was collected and
stored for the future by the British Museum
and the National Library of Ireland.

The project was initiated and organised mainly
by the England ENCY Office in English
Nature, who were able to obtain the sponsor-
ship of a plastics company - Wavin - who
supplied the Time Capsules and delivered
them to the participants. The project had its

own mascot - “NC Shrew”, a small rodent
that lives underground in burrows.

The success of this project was demonstrated
by the considerable press and media coverage
it attracted, particularly locally where it real-
ly matters, but also nationally. The involve-
ment in the project of a number of schools
from different parts of the UK was featured
on “Blue Peter”, a high-profile children’s
programme on the BBC.

However, the real success of the project will
derive from the commitment given to it by
the many participants, especially the young

Mary Robinson, Ireland’s President, was present at the
launching of the project A vision for the future” at the
Lareto National School, Rathfarnham

ones, and their continued involvement in
nature conservation.

We are confident that the Time Capsule pro-
ject and the ENCY 95 campaign as a whole
has had a significant effect upon a new and
increasing number of participants in nature
conservation, which after all, was the main
objective for us in the UK. =l

J. Lincoln

Manager, England Campaign Office for ENCY 95
English Nature

Northminster House

GB-Peterborough PEI 1UA
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. Raising environmental awareness in children

. Underpass, so thar amphibians can cross the road
safely

. Ecological management of road edges: late mowing

Franco-German count of birds wintering on the Rhine




Elsewhere in Europe

ENCY Secretariat

tis impossible to give a detailed run-down

here of all the projects and events run in

Europe within the ENCY framework in
1995. Here are just a few examples:

Andorra Phone-cards were used to promote
ENCY activities in the Principality. 10 000 of
them were sold in just four months. The pro-
ject will be followed up by a series on the
fauna and flora of Andorra, to be issued soon.

Bulgaria The Environment Ministry organ-
ised an exhibition on ENCY in conjunction
with the Council of Europe. to mark the 3rd
European Ministerial Conference at the Sofia
Congress Centre in October 1995. Each State
taking part in the campaign displayed its pro-
motional items: posters, stamps, publications
elc.

Cyprus Various activities and events were
organised to build public awareness: a photo
competition for young people, a special
stamp issue, publication of brochures by the
Ministry of the Environment on water and
endangered species, rehabilitation of protect-
ed areas and joint activities with the media.

Estonia Most ENCY events were held
between 14 May and 5 June, a period dubbed
“nature conservation month”. Several pro-
jects were run jointly with Finland (National
Forest Week, seminar on coastline protec-
tion), Sweden and the Netherlands (colloquy
on the biodiversity of the Baltic Sea).

Finland The Suomen Luonto newspaper
worked with the Finnish Association of
Nature Photographers to organise a photo-
competition on the theme “nature around us”.
147 photographers submitted a total of 410
photographs. A roving exhibition is touring
Finland in 1996.

France Hunters and farmers in 64 French
départements signed a charter on fallow land
for wild fauna, aimed at managing fallow
land in a better, more useful and ecological
manner while respecting the needs of agricul-
ture.

Greece A hundred or so national events were
organised. including a conference on the
legal aspects of the environment. a concert of
Greek music, the official opening ceremony
of the campaign and a festival for bird pro-
tection.

Lithuania Several draft laws were prepared.
on the protection of endangered species and
on fauna, as well as documents to pave the
way for the.ratification of the Bern
Convention. An international conference was
held on changes in land ownership and nature
conservation in the countries of central and

eastern Europe. Species were inventoried and
a great deal of information and public rela-
tions material was produced.

Luxembourg The country’s action pro-
gramme concentrated on different environ-
ments: forests (encouraging owners to adopt
nature-friendly methods of forest manage-
ment, organising a “Tree day”), agricultural
zones (planting hedgerows, managing
orchards), industrial environment (ecological
management of industrial estates), urban
areas (protecting bats in bunkers and inven-
tories of bird habitats in the City of
Luxembourg), aquatic zones (redevelopment
of rivers) and tourist environment (roving
exhibition, nature trail).

Malta A “One world” competition was
organised in Maltese primary schools to
make children aware of their natural environ-
ment. Over 15 000 young people took part.
The education and environment ministries
awarded prizes for the best projects. The
scheme will be extended to all schools on the
island.

Monaco “Operation pelican 957, to clean up
sea-beds and build public awareness of pollu-
tion problems, was organised over three
weekends. Over ten tonnes of waste were
removed with the help of numerous volun-
teers. ENCY and its slogan “Look to the
future, look after nature™ was also promoted

by Monte Carlo’s street furniture, on over

600 hanging signs made available for the pur-
pose.

Norway Different items were produced to
promote ENCY: posters, brochures, educa-
tional compact disc, children's musical com-
edy, badges, T-shirts, wooden cups, etc.
These were distributed through the NGO,
school, local authority and natural history
museum networks, The press showed keen
interest in the campaign: by mid-1995
150 TV and radio broadcasts and more than
700 press articles had already been recorded.
An evaluation of results with regard to the
press and the media is in progress.

San Marino Every family in the country
received an illustrated Italian-language
brochure on ENCY. A seminar on the theme
of cleaning up deep Mediterranean creeks
was organised, together with a “Green idea
for the Republic of San Marino™ competition

aimed at enhancing or conserving sites of

interest.

Slovenia A bilateral programme to revitalise
the river Kucnica was launched in conjunc-
tion with Austria. The river straddles the bor-
der between the two countries and used to be
entirely regulated. An international confer-
ence on the situation of wolf populations in
Europe - “Wolves are not a danger but they

are in danger themselves” - was organised in
November 1995 in conjunction with Croatia
and Germany.

Spain Study days on the restoration and pro-
tection of wetlands were organised in
Catalonia for mayors, municipal councillors
and technical advisers. In Andalusia, there
were special programmes for schoolchildren:
“Put some greenery in your class”, “Grow
with your tree”, “Take care of forests” etc.

“The former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia®™ NGOs contributed greatly to the
campaign: groups of ecologists and biolo-
gists, mountaineers and pot-holers, scouts,
anglers, architects and doctors, tourism and
bird protection associations. The different
activities gained good coverage in the media :
MTYV national television. the independent
channel Al and the private channel Sitel;
national and local radio. The newspapers
Ekologija and Silkan regularly reported on
events.

Turkey The biggest national event was the
international meeting organised in the
Cappadocia by the Ministry of the
Environment. Its aim was to examine existing
policies and strategies for protecting and
rehabilitating marshlands and draw up rec-
ommendations for their long-term develop-
ment: regulating fishing waters, managing
hunting, reducing pollution and controlling
the impact of tourism on the environment.

Vatican The Vatican postal services have
supported this campaign by issuing a special
series of stamps devoted to ENCY. i)

ENCY Secretariat
Council of Europe
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ENCY at the Council of Europe

From beginning ...

officially launched on 31 January 1995.

The formal opening ceremony was held
in the Chamber of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg. It was chaired by Daniel
Tarschys, Secretary General of the Council
of Europe. Alecos P. Michaelides, Chairman
of the Committee of Ministers, Miguel Angel
Martinez, President of the Parliamentary
Assembly, Josef Hofmann, President of the
Chamber of Local Authorities of the
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
of Europe (CLRAE), and Jean-Marie Pelt,
President of the European Institute for
. Ecology in Metz.

E uropean Nature Conservation Year was

At this occasion Robert Boote, the instigator
of the first European Conservation Year,
received the Alfred Toepfer Prize for Nature
Conservation in Europe from the Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe Foundation in Basle.

1 nar

... Tlo end

The ENCY closing colloquy was organised
in co-operation with the Parliamentary
Assembly and the CLRAE. It was held on 2
April 1996 at the Palais de 1'Europe in
Strasbourg in the presence of Guy Lutgen,
Minister for the Environment, Natural
Resources and Agriculture in the Walloon
region, Stanley Zammit, Parliamentary
Secretary for the Environment, Malta, and
Pavel Gantar, Minister of the Environment
and Regional Planning, Slovenia.

The discussions were around three themes:
the future of environment protection in the
Mediterranean basin, the establishment of an
ecological network outside protected areas
and the future of the information and educa-
tion policy within the framework of nature
conservation. [ |

ENCY, European Natur
(AECN, Annee européenne de |

e Conservation Year

(¥

n

1995 &

2 conservation de la nature S8

. Launching ceremony at the Palais de |'Europe
. R. Boote is awarded his prize

. S. Zammil

. G. Lutgen

. P. Gantar

. Closing colloguy on 2 April 1996

. M. Pavan, Chair of the ENCY International Organising
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National Agencies of the Centre

ALBANIA
Environmental Protection and Preservation Committe
of Health and Environmental Protection
Bajram Curri”

NA

Fax 355-42 35229/30682

ANDORRA

M. Casimir ARAJOL FARRAS
Ministeri de Relacions Exteriors
¢/Prat de la Creu 92-94
AND-ANDORRA LA VELLA
Fax 376-86 95 59

AUSTRIA

Dr Wolfgang TRAUSSNIG

Verbindungsstelle der Bundesliinder beim

Amt der Niederdisterreichischen Landesregierung
Schenkenstrasse 4

A-1014 WIEN

Fax 43-1 535 60 79

BELGIUM
Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres
Direction générale de la Politique

Direction d'administration des questions nucléaires, dé Ja politigue
scientifigue et de I'environnement

Rue Belliard, 65

B-1040 BRUXELLES

Fax 32-2 230 02 80

BULGARIA

Mme Oréola IVANOVA

Division des Relations Internationales
Ministére de I'Environnement

67 rue W Gladstone

BG-1000 SOFIA

Fax 359-252 16 34

CYPRUS

Mr Antonis L. ANTONIOU

Environmental Service

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment
CY-NICOSIA

Fax 357-236 39 45

CZECH REPUBLIC

Dr Bohumil KUCERA

Agency for Nature and Landscape Conservation
4-6 Kalisnicka

CZ-130 00 PRAGUE 3

Fax 42-2 27 24 60

DENMARK

Ms Lotte BARFOD

National Forest and Nature Agency
Ministry of the Environment
Haraldsgade 53

DK-2100 COPENHAGEN &

Fax 45-39 2798 99

ESTONIA

Mr Kalju KUKK

Ministry of the Environment
24 Toompuiestee

EE-0100 TALLINN

Fax 372-24533 10

FINLAND

Ms Anna-Maria MAUNU
Ministry of the Environment
P O Box 399

SF-00121 HELSINKI

Fax 358-0 1991 9453

FRANCE

Mme Sylvie PAU

Direction de la Nature et des Paysages
Ministére de I"Environnement

20 avenue de Ségur

F-75302 PARIS 07 SP

Fax 33-142191977

GERMANY

Mrs H INDEN-HEINRICH
Deutscher Naturschutzring eV
Am Michaelshof 8-10

Postfach 20 04 25

D-53134 BONN

Fax 49-228 35 90 96

GREECE )

Mr Donald MATTHEWS

Hellenic Society far Nature Protection
24 Nikis Street

GR-105 57 ATHENS

Fax 30-1 32 25 285

HUNGARY

Mrs Louise LAKOS

Department for International Co-operation
Ministry for Environment and Regional Policy
PO Box 351

H-1394 BUDAPEST

Fax 36-1 201 28 46

ICELAND i

Mr Sigurdur A. THRAINSSON
Ministry for the Environment
Vonarstraeti 4

ISL-150 REYKJAVIK

Fax 354-5 62 45 66

IRELAND

Mr Seamus LYNAM
Office of Public Works
31 St Stephens Green
IRL-DUBLIN 2

Fax 353-1 66 10747

ITALY

Dr.ssa Elena MAMMONE

Ministere de 1" Agriculture et des Foréts
Bureau des Relations Internationales
18 via XX Settembre

1-00187 ROME

Fax 39-6 48 84 394

Head, Public Relations and Education Division

Ministry of the Environment and Regional Development

25 Peldu Sir
LV-1494 RIGA
Fax 371=7 82 (4 42

LIECHTENSTEIN

Mrs Regula IMHOF

Liechtensteinische Gesellschaft fir Umweltschutz
Heiligkreuz 52

FL-9490 VADUZ

Fax4l-75232 11 77

LITHUANIA )
Dr Kestutis BALEVICIUS
Ministry of Environmental Protection

. L
F'.«K 370-2 77 K[} ‘l)

LUXEMBOURG

M. Jean-Paul FELTGEN
Ministere de |'Environnement
18 Montée de la Pétrusse
L-2918 LUXEMBOURG
Fax 352-40 04 10

MALTA

Mr John GRECH

Department of the Environment
M-FLORIANA

Fax 356-24 13 78

MOLDOVA
To be nominated

NETHERLANDS
Drs Peter W, BC
Ministry of Agri
Department for Nature Conservation
P O Box 20401

NL-2500 EK's-GRAVENHAGE
Fax 31-70 379 37 51

NORWAY

Ms Sylvi OFSTAD
Ministry of Environment
Myntgaten 2

P O Box 8013 DEP
N-0030 OSLO

Fax 47-22 24 95 60

POLAND

Mr Marcin HERBST

National Foundation for Environmental Protection
National Environment Education/Centre

ul. Krzywickiego 9

PL-02 078 WARSAW

Fax 48-22 2521 27

PORTUGAL

Prof. Jorge M. PALMEIRIM

Liga para a protecgio damalureéza
Estrada do Calhariz de Benfica, 187
P-1500 LISBON

Fax 351-1 778 3208

ilure, Natwre Management and Fisheries

ROMANIA

Mme Lucia CEUCA

Direction Relations internationales, publiques et presse

Minisiére des Eaux, Foréts et de la Protection de I'Environnement
Bd Libertatii 12, Secteur 5

RO-70542 BUCAREST

Fax 40-1 410 63 94

RUSSIAN FEDERATION
To be nominated

SAN MARINO

M. Leonardo LONFERNINIL

Directeur de 1"'Office agricale et forestier
Via Ovella 12

Valdragone

RSM-47031 SAN MARINO

Fax 378-88 51 15

SLOVAKIA

Mrs Jana ZACHAROVA

Department of Nature and Landscape Protection
Ministry of the Environment

SK-812 35 BRATISLAVA
Fax 42-7 311 368

SLOVENIA

Mr Janko ZERJIAV

Environmental Protection and Water Regime Agency
Vojkona la

SLO-1000 LJUBLJANA

Fax 386-61 784 611

SPAIN

Mme Carmen CASAL FORNOS

Centro de Documentacién y Publicaciones
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente

Paseo de la Castellana 67

E-28071 MADRID

Fax 34-1 597 85 11

SWEDEN

Mr Ingvar BINGMAN

Head of Information Department
Swedish Environment Protection Agency
Blekholmsterassen 36

S-106 48 STOCKHOLM

Fax 46-86 98 14 85

SWITZERLAND

M. Jiirg KANZIG

Ligue suisse pour la protection de la nature
Warienhe{gslrassc 32

CH-4052 B,

Fax 41-61 31791 66

“THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA"
To be nominated

TURKEY

Mr Hasan ASMAZ

Turkish Association for the Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources

Menekse sokak 29/4

TR-06440 KIZILAY-ANKARA

Fax 90-312417 95 52

UKRAINE

Dr Tetiana HARDASHUK
Green Ukraine

National Ecological Centre
P O Box 89/7

252025 KYIV

Fax: 38-044 228 1086

UNITED KINGDOM

Mr M. W. HENCHMAN
English Nature

Harbour House

Hythe Quay
GB-COLCHESTER CO2 8JF
Fax 44-1206 79 44 66

Agencv of your country (see above list),

In order to receive Nafuropa or obtain further information on the Centre Naturopa ot the Counml of Europe, please contact the National
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