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	Stocktaking of the Luxembourg Presidency 
of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
(13 November 2024 – 14 May 2025)



 
From 13 November 2024 to 14 May 2025, Luxembourg took on the Presidency of the Committee of Ministers for the eighth time since the Council of Europe was founded.

For more than 75 years, the Organisation and its member States have been working to promote and uphold human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Today, it is clear that they are operating in a rapidly changing global geopolitical context, where these fundamental principles are being called into question amid extreme instability. Europe continues to face significant tensions and numerous challenges. The war of aggression waged by the Russian Federation against Ukraine remains ongoing, in defiance of common European values and international law. Added to this are the worrying effects of democratic backsliding across the continent, often exacerbated by the rise of populism, the misuse of new technologies and systematic disinformation, the erosion of institutional checks and balances and the undermining of public trust in institutions. 

Faced with growing threats to core values and democratic achievements in Europe, Luxembourg has reiterated its long-standing commitment to these principles and to multilateralism. Through its Presidency, it has pressed ahead with the task of implementing the decisions adopted at the Reykjavík Summit consistently and effectively.  

Against this backdrop, the Luxembourg Presidency has placed unwavering support for Ukraine at the heart of its activities, ensuring that the Council of Europe continues to bring its expertise to bear in support of Ukraine and the millions of people affected by the conflict. It has also focused its efforts on combating impunity for crimes committed in Ukraine. In this regard, Luxembourg welcomes the completion of the work to establish a special tribunal for the crime of aggression, a major step forward in efforts to ensure accountability for acts committed by the Russian Federation.

Throughout its Presidency, Luxembourg has followed through on its thematic priorities with 33 events, including high-level meetings, ministerial and expert conferences, seminars and debates. These gatherings were held mainly in Luxembourg and Strasbourg, but also in Geneva and New York. 

Proof of Luxembourg’s commitment can be seen in the high level of participation by senior figures. Their Royal Highnesses the Grand Duke and the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg were actively involved in several Council of Europe activities in Strasbourg and Luxembourg, including the conference to mark the 25th anniversary of the Commissioner for Human Rights on 21 November 2024. In addition, HRH the Grand Duke delivered a speech to the Parliamentary Assembly, while HRH the Grand Duchess addressed the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. As is customary, the Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade also addressed the Parliamentary Assembly. In addition, seven other ministers and high-level representatives, including the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies and the Ombudsman, took an active part in the events organised by the Luxembourg Presidency. 

In promoting the activities and priorities of its Presidency of the Committee of Ministers, Luxembourg also reached out to other international organisations of which it is a member, in particular the European Union in Brussels, the OSCE in Vienna and the United Nations in New York and Geneva, thereby helping to boost the visibility of the Council of Europe’s work. In this context, Luxembourg welcomes the decision taken by the Ministers’ Deputies under its Presidency to approve the setting-up of a Council of Europe Liaison Office to the United Nations in New York, further raising awareness of the Council of Europe’s activities among the UN bodies.



Two years after the Reykjavík Summit, the 134th Session of the Committee of Ministers marks the end of Luxembourg’s Presidency and offers a valuable opportunity to reaffirm the Council of Europe’s adaptability and resilience. The opening for signature of the Convention for the Protection of the Profession of Lawyer in Luxembourg is an example of the Organisation’s concrete efforts not only to preserve its core values, but also to protect those who embody and defend democratic principles and the rule of law. Luxembourg is proud to have been able to play an active part in finalising this Convention during its Presidency.  

Building on this positive momentum, the ideas put forward by the Secretary General with a view to drawing up a future Democratic Pact for Europe are a testament to the Council of Europe’s willingness to innovate and its determination to tackle common challenges with ambition and vision.

The success of the activities carried out under the Luxembourg Presidency would not have been possible without the invaluable support of all the member States of the Council of Europe. Similarly, the determined and unfailing support of the staff of the Council of Europe Secretariat was crucial to the fulfilment of the Presidency’s mandate. The Luxembourg Presidency would like to express its sincere thanks to all those who contributed to the successful completion of our programme.

This document takes stock of the initiatives launched during the Luxembourg Presidency, covering each of the three complementary thematic areas.


Rule of law and democracy – championing joint standards and policies as key levers against democratic backsliding and increasing threats in Europe
 
Ukraine

Luxembourg has placed unwavering support for Ukraine at the heart of its Presidency, in line with its national commitments and the decisions taken at the Reykjavik Summit.  

On 19 November 2024, the first meeting of Ministers’ Deputies to be held under the Luxembourg Presidency marked the 1000th day of the Russian Federation’s war of aggression against Ukraine. The Committee of Ministers adopted a declaration expressing the Council of Europe’s continued support for Ukraine in ensuring the reconstruction and recovery of the country, holding Russia accountable for its crimes and securing a just and lasting peace in Ukraine. The discussions on this item were broadcast live.

In addition, to commemorate the third anniversary of the start of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, on 24 February 2025 the Luxembourg Presidency held a special ceremony and an extraordinary meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies, dedicated to Ukrainian civilian prisoners held in Russian prisons. During the meeting, a Ukrainian woman who had been detained in Russia and the daughter of a Ukrainian citizen held in prison shared moving accounts of their experiences. 

Luxembourg also welcomes the appointment on 5 February 2025 of Thórdís Kolbrún Reykfjord Gylfadóttir as Special Envoy of the Council of Europe Secretary General on the situation of children in Ukraine.

The Presidency commends the fact that work on the Register of Damage Caused by the Aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine has continued, with the opening of six new categories of claims relating to involuntary internal displacement and violations of physical integrity. The Register demonstrates the importance of the Council of Europe’s role in supporting Ukraine and its people. 

Furthermore, an important step towards ensuring Russia’s accountability for its war of aggression against Ukraine has been taken with the completion of work on setting up a Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine. The Luxembourg Presidency is also encouraged by the headway made in establishing a claims commission to compensate victims of war-related damage.  

European Court of Human Rights

Strengthening the European Court of Human Rights and enforcing its judgments are key elements in defending democratic foundations and the rule of law in Europe. Worth noting here is that on 15 January 2025, the Committee of Ministers adopted a declaration on the protection of judges of the European Court of Human Rights from threats and reprisals and on the recognition of their service.



Furthermore, on 26 February 2025, in an exchange of views with the Ministers’ Deputies, the Minister of Justice, on behalf of the Presidency, underlined the importance of the case law of the European Court of Human Rights, which guarantees every citizen the full enjoyment of their rights, as enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights. This year sees the 75th anniversary of the Convention. 

In line with this, the Minister of Justice opened the high-level conference on 27 February, which marked the launch of the Romanian, Turkish, and Ukrainian versions of the Knowledge Sharing platform. Making this platform more accessible in the languages of the main sources of applications to the Court is a significant step forward in enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of subsidiarity.

In the same vein, the Luxembourg Presidency, represented by its Minister of Justice, actively contributed to the international conference entitled “Better enforcement of national judicial decisions: a human rights and rule of law requirement” on 17 March in Strasbourg. The conference aimed to explore the main difficulties relating to the non-enforcement of national judicial decisions in the light of recent case law of the European Court of Human Rights and to examine existing best practices for addressing these challenges.

Protecting key players in the democratic process

The Luxembourg Presidency has made protecting those who represent and defend democratic principles and the rule of law a priority. Lawyers, in particular, play a central role in preserving the rule of law and securing access to justice for all. Luxembourg welcomes the adoption by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of the Profession of Lawyer, the first international treaty dedicated to this subject. The Presidency is delighted that it is being opened for signature at the Committee of Ministers Ministerial Session in Luxembourg in May 2025.

At a time when technological challenges and the rise of disinformation are testing the foundations of our democracies, young people are emerging as key players in preserving them. With this in mind, on 
22 January 2025, the Luxembourg Presidency held an informal meeting of Ministers’ Deputies on youth participation in democratic life in the digital age. Bringing together delegations, experts and students, the event highlighted the opportunities afforded by new technologies, particularly in terms of helping young people to explore, learn and develop political awareness. The discussion also focused on the challenges, such as disinformation and misinformation, hate speech, cyberbullying, and foreign interference. This meeting served as a prelude to a high-level international conference held by the University of Luxembourg from 19 to 21 March, and which sought to examine youth involvement in contemporary and future political processes and the need to rethink citizenship education in the light of how younger generations use digital tools.

Under the aegis of the Luxembourg Presidency, the Council of Europe’s Youth Department held a strategic seminar at the Council of Europe Youth Centre in Strasbourg from 9 to 12 April. Aimed at young political leaders and representatives of Belarusian civil society in exile, the event was intended to provide a platform for dialogue for young people aspiring to a future based on freedom, democracy and justice. Luxembourg supports the representatives of the Belarusian democratic opposition in exile, as reiterated during the exchange of views between the Ministers’ Deputies and Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya on 11 March 2025.

In line with its commitment to protecting those who work to maintain a democratic society based on the rule of law, Luxembourg, as a member of the Group of Friends of the Council of Europe on the Safety of Journalists and Media Freedom, attaches particular importance to freedom of expression and the protection of journalists. 
As part of the Council of Europe’s “Journalists Matter” campaign, Luxembourg hosted a thematic conference on 
29 April 2025 dedicated to the prosecution of crimes against journalists. Entitled “Building the paradigm against impunity”, the conference sought to reflect on coherent and co-ordinated strategies to secure a safe environment for journalists and ensure effective prosecution of those who perpetrate violence against them. At the conference, the Minister of Justice and Minister Delegate to the Prime Minister for Media and Connectivity presented Luxembourg's National Action Plan for the Safety of Journalists. The following day, the third meeting of the National Focal Points for the Council of Europe campaign provided an opportunity to continue discussions and strengthen co-ordination between participating member States. 

[bookmark: lt_pId071]

[bookmark: lt_pId073]The Luxembourg Presidency also hosted the High-level Conference for Ombudsperson Institutions and National Human Rights Institutions (NHRI), held in Strasbourg on 27 and 28 March 2025. This meeting addressed current challenges related to the rule of law, the role of Ombudsperson institutions and NHRIs in upholding it, and the risks and opportunities associated with public decision-making in the digital era. Luxembourg published a statement in the name of its Presidency welcoming the dialogue established between the Council of Europe and these institutions and calling for co-operation work to be stepped up.

Living together - fostering mutual respect and understanding in our diverse societies

[bookmark: lt_pId075][bookmark: lt_pId076]Luxembourg placed the notion of living together at the heart of its Presidency, reiterating that without diversity and inclusion, the foundations for European values are weakened. This approach, based on mutual respect, tolerance and solidarity, has now been enshrined in Luxembourg in its Law on intercultural living together, which came into force on 1 January 2024.

[bookmark: lt_pId077]The Presidency therefore undertook to support the Council of Europe’s work to combat all forms of discrimination and human rights abuses on grounds of actual or supposed ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation, beliefs, disability, age or nationality, thus helping to foster inclusion and equality for all.

Gender equality

[bookmark: lt_pId079][bookmark: lt_pId080]In the context of this undertaking, several events related to the protection of women and girls were held during the Presidency. On 20 November 2024, Yuriko Backes, Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity, took part in the 26th plenary meeting of the Gender Equality Commission and talked about the empowerment of women and gender equality in the context of global and geopolitical challenges.

[bookmark: lt_pId081][bookmark: lt_pId082][bookmark: lt_pId084]Along the same lines, during the meeting in Luxembourg of the Standing Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly on 28 and 29 November 2024, Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg exchanged views with Women@PACE. The Grand Duchess talked of her involvement in the fight against sexual violence in war zones, particularly assistance and support for women survivors of rape as a weapon of war, and described the association which she had co-founded, Stand Speak Rise Up! During the Luxembourg Presidency, the Grand Duchess also spoke and described her activities at the Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, in Strasbourg on 25 March.

[bookmark: lt_pId085][bookmark: lt_pId086]On 22 January 2025, the Luxembourg Presidency and the Informal Network of Women Deputies of Permanent Representations held a joint round table session on the role of women in multilateralism. Discussions focused on challenges related to gender equality and opportunities for women in diplomacy, highlighting their ability to influence dialogue in multilateral forums and their role in inspiring young women and girls.

[bookmark: lt_pId087][bookmark: lt_pId088][bookmark: lt_pId089]On 10 March 2025, a side-event to the 69th Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, held in New York by the Council of Europe in the context of the Luxembourg Presidency, addressed the theme “Threats and Opportunities of Digital Technologies: Women in the Public Eye”. The event highlighted the measures taken in the public and private sectors to prevent and combat digital violence against women and girls and to facilitate reporting in accordance with the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention). The Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity took part on the Presidency’s behalf.

Rights of the child 

[bookmark: lt_pId091][bookmark: lt_pId092]On 3 and 4 April 2025, under the auspices of the Luxembourg Presidency, the Council of Europe held a mid-term review conference on the Strategy for the Rights of the Child 2022-2027, attended by Claude Meisch, Minister for Education, Children and Youth. The Strategy is part of the Council of Europe programme on “Building a Europe for and with Children”. It was attended by 200 representatives of national governments, parliaments, international organisations, civil society, academia and child and youth delegates, who shared their views, expertise and good practices and reaffirmed their collective commitment to the Strategy’s objectives and strengthening co-operation for a safer, more inclusive and child-friendly Europe.

[bookmark: lt_pId094]

Living together in diversity – combating stigmatisation

[bookmark: lt_pId095][bookmark: lt_pId096][bookmark: lt_pId097][bookmark: lt_pId098]On 16 April 2025, the Luxembourg Presidency held an informal thematic meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies on a frequently neglected issue, namely living together in diversity and the visibility of marginalised groups in our societies. In this context, the Presidency gave the floor to representatives of three groups who are often forgotten: elderly people, people with disabilities, and Roma and Travellers. The aim of the meeting was to highlight the inequalities which these groups face and to get the Council of Europe more involved in the implementation of practical measures to foster genuine and lasting inclusion. The discussion was preceded by a cultural programme organised by the Committee of Experts on Roma and Traveller Issues (ADI-ROM), illustrating the rich and diverse heritage of these communities.

[bookmark: lt_pId099][bookmark: lt_pId100][bookmark: lt_pId101][bookmark: lt_pId104]In addition, on 18 December 2024, at the instigation of the Luxembourg Presidency, the Ministers’ Deputies visited the Natzweiler-Struthof concentration camp to pay tribute to the victims of Nazi barbarism. This visit, held on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the liberation of the camp, provided both a moment to reflect on the history and the tragic consequences of extremism and a powerful reminder of the peace project embodied by the Council of Europe after the Second World War. In this context, the exhibition “Undesirables? Forgotten Victims?” curated by the National Museum of the Resistance and Human Rights in Esch-sur-Alzette and staged in Strasbourg during the Presidency, also highlighted the persecution inflicted on certain groups of individuals under the Nazi regime and the discrimination from which they still suffer today. The exhibition also drew attention to the work of the Council of Europe in this sphere.

Human rights and the environment 

[bookmark: lt_pId106][bookmark: lt_pId107][bookmark: lt_pId108]Environmental protection is now a major challenge for the future in the light of the emergency caused by the triple planetary crisis of pollution, climate change and biodiversity loss. Following the remit given it by the Reykjavik Summit, the Council of Europe has committed itself fully to this issue, incorporating the human rights and environment protection dimension into its activities. Under the Luxembourg Presidency, two major advances marked this new impetus: the Convention on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law and the Council of Europe Strategy on the Environment, adopted at the ministerial session of the Committee of Ministers on 14 May 2025.

Culture, sport and heritage - vectors for promoting human rights

[bookmark: lt_pId110][bookmark: lt_pId111][bookmark: lt_pId112][bookmark: lt_pId113][bookmark: lt_pId114]Since the foundation of the Council of Europe, culture has been one of the main bases of its activity. It is far more than a mere means of artistic expression, exchanging and promoting ideas or affirming one’s identity; it is a key lever to promote the common values which unite the member States and their citizens. In fostering reciprocal knowledge, culture encourages European societies to assemble around shared principles. European cultural diversity is a powerful vector for mutual understanding. In this light, Luxembourg placed culture at the centre of its priorities, asserting its importance as a pillar of democracy and one of the Council of Europe’s key competences.

[bookmark: lt_pId115]Culture in the service of multilateralism 

[bookmark: lt_pId116][bookmark: lt_pId117][bookmark: lt_pId118][bookmark: lt_pId119][bookmark: lt_pId120]One of the most significant events of the Luxembourg Presidency was the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the European Cultural Convention, which is one of the very first treaties adopted by the Council of Europe. 
On this occasion, a high-level conference entitled “No Culture. No Democracy.” was held on 12 December 2024 in the presence of Eric Thill, the Luxembourg Minister for Culture, and his Ukrainian and Maltese counterparts. The event highlighted the intrinsic links between culture and democratic principles, illustrated in particular by the role of free artistic expression as an indicator of the vitality of a democratic society. The discussions, bringing together artists and cultural researchers from Belarus, Ukraine, Germany and Luxembourg, were an opportunity to recall the central role played by artists in the development of democracies and society while calling for increased acknowledgment of the contribution of culture to the implementation of the commitments made at the Reykjavík Summit. Culture fosters creativity and critical thinking and is an essential cross-sectoral tool to counter democratic backsliding and promote the Organisation’s fundamental values.

[bookmark: lt_pId121][bookmark: lt_pId122][bookmark: lt_pId123]Through its multiple forms of expression and the rich legacy it passes on through many European heritages, culture also plays a fundamental role in strengthening intercultural dialogue. Bearing this in mind and remaining true to Luxembourg’s long-standing commitment to the Council of Europe Cultural Routes – whose Institute is based in Luxembourg – the Presidency sponsored the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the European Association for the Preservation and Promotion of Jewish Culture and Heritage (AEPJ), held in Strasbourg on 
23 January 2025 and attended by the Luxembourg Minister for Culture. This event was an opportunity to celebrate the major contribution which the wealth and diversity of Jewish heritage make to European history.

[bookmark: lt_pId124]

The unifying role of sport

[bookmark: lt_pId125][bookmark: lt_pId126][bookmark: lt_pId127]In keeping with the second thematic pillar of living together, particular attention was paid to the protection of children in sport and to promoting gender equality. In this context, on 3 December 2024, the Minister for Sport, Georges Mischo, took part in the annual meeting of the Pool of International Experts on Safe Sport, held by the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) of the Council of Europe. This year’s meeting was given over to the protection of children in sport, with a focus on trauma-informed practice.

[bookmark: lt_pId128][bookmark: lt_pId129]In a spirit of co-operation between organisations on shared themes, Luxembourg also hosted the closing conference, on 13 February 2025, of the joint Council of Europe/European Commission project “All In Plus: promoting greater gender equality in sport”. The event made it possible to identify continuing disparities in gender representation in sport, while highlighting the measures needed to guarantee equal opportunities and equitable representation in this area.

[bookmark: lt_pId130][bookmark: lt_pId131]Pursuant to this undertaking, the Presidency supported the organisation of the event “Safe sport as a space for human rights education”, held on 12 March on the sidelines of the 58th session of the United Nations Human Rights Council by the Council of Europe’s Liaison Office in Geneva, with the support of the Permanent Missions of Luxembourg and Monaco to the United Nations. This event was intended to highlight the way in which safe sports environments in which human rights are respected can act as powerful vehicles for the promotion and protection of children’s rights.

Cultural agenda

To complement its political programme, the Presidency held 13 cultural events in Strasbourg, showcasing Luxembourg’s culture, language and arts. Strasbourg residents, Council of Europe staff and national delegations were able to explore the country’s rich cultural heritage through a wide range of events, while also addressing issues closely linked to the Presidency's priorities. 

In addition to live music with concerts by the pianist Jean Müller, the Pueri Cantores and the Luxembourg Philharmonic Orchestra, an exhibition on Luxembourg’s languages highlighted the country’s linguistic diversity. Film screenings followed by panel discussions raised public awareness of major issues such as sexual violence and abuse against children and women, as well as racism, discrimination and racial hatred. Literary events on the climate emergency, migration and intercultural co-existence and third places rounded off the cultural programme. 

Joint projects with the Council of Europe were also presented, with, for example, exhibitions looking back at the Council of Europe’s history through its posters and featuring the cultural routes that traverse Luxembourg.

Lastly, the Presidency would like to extend its sincere thanks to Strasbourg City Council for the valuable support it has given to the organisation of these events, particularly in the context of the city’s role as UNESCO World Book Capital from April 2024 to April 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk197069702]Political programme

[bookmark: _Hlk197525637][bookmark: _Hlk197525447]13 November 2024, Strasbourg – Start of Luxembourg’s Presidency of the Committee of Ministers with Gabrielius Landsbergis, the Lithuanian Minister for Foreign Affairs, handing over the Presidency to Xavier Bettel, the Luxembourg Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525458]13 November 2024, Strassen (Luxembourg) – International forum “Bridges of Solidarity - Humanitarian and Social Initiatives from Cities to Cities” organised by the Luxembourg delegation to the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, with the participation of Max Hahn, Minister for Family Affairs, Solidarity, Living Together and Reception of Refugees.

14 November 2024, Strasbourg – Visit of Deborah Lipstadt, US Special Envoy for Monitoring and Combating Antisemitism, to the Council of Europe, and informal exchange of views with Ministers’ Deputies in the Rapporteur Group on Human Rights.

19 November 2024, Strasbourg – The 1000th day of the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine was marked at the first meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies under the Luxembourg Presidency.



20 November 2024, Strasbourg – 26th plenary meeting of the Gender Equality Commission, with the participation of Yuriko Backes, Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity.

21 November 2024, Strasbourg – 25th anniversary of the institution of the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, “Facing the future with confidence, building on a quarter century of experience”. Keynote speech by HRH Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg and participation of Yuriko Backes, Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity.

25 November 2024, Strasbourg – Lunch hosted by the Luxembourg Presidency on the occasion of the meeting of Government Agents before the European Court of Human Rights and the Registry of the Court.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525348][bookmark: _Hlk197525330][bookmark: _Hlk197525337]28 to 29 November 2024, Luxembourg – Session of the Standing Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, with the participation of HRH the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg, Claude Wiseler, Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, and Yuriko Backes, Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525292]3 December 2024, Strasbourg – Third annual meeting of the Pool of International Experts on Safe Sport, with the participation of Georges Mischo, Minister for Sport. 

[bookmark: _Hlk197525402][bookmark: _Hlk197525307]5 and 6 December 2024, Strasbourg – 4th annual conference of the Observatory on History Teaching in Europe (OHTE): “History in Crisi(e)s?”, with the participation of Claude Meisch, Minister for Education, Children and Youth.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525361]12 December 2024, Strasbourg – High-level seminar to mark 70 years of the European Cultural Convention: “No democracy ⇔ no culture ⇔ no democracy”, chaired by Éric Thill, Minister for Culture.

18 December 2025, Struthof – Visit by the Ministers’ Deputies to Natzweiler-Struthof concentration camp.

22 January 2025, Strasbourg – Informal meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies on youth participation in the digital age.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525321]23 January 2025, Strasbourg – Symposium on Jewish cultural heritage in Alsace, in partnership with the European Association for the Preservation and Promotion of Jewish Culture and Heritage, with the participation of Éric Thill, Minister for Culture.

[bookmark: _Hlk197527944][bookmark: _Hlk197525490]27 to 31 January 2025, Strasbourg – 2025 winter session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Address by Prime Minister Luc Frieden and statement by Xavier Bettel, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade and Chair of the Committee of Ministers.

6-7 February 2025, Vienna – Presentation of the priorities of the Luxembourg Presidency to the Permanent Council of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) by Xavier Bettel, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade and Chair of the Committee of Ministers.

10 February 2025, Luxembourg – Meeting of the Bureau of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525418]13 February 2025, Luxembourg – Final conference of the EU-CoE joint project “All In Plus: promoting greater gender equality in sport”, with the participation of Georges Mischo, Minister for Sport.

13 February 2025, Strasbourg – United Nations – Annual exchange of views with experts from capitals on relations with the United Nations on human rights issues (with Ambassador Jürg Lauber, President of the UN Human Rights Council), at the meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies on the theme of “Human rights and digital technologies”.

13-14 February 2025, Luxembourg – Conference held by the Chamber of Deputies on the role of national parliaments in protecting the right to a healthy environment.

24 February 2025, Strasbourg – Extraordinary meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies marking the third anniversary of the launch of the Russian Federation’s full-scale war of aggression against Ukraine.

26 February 2025, Strasbourg – Exchange of views between the Ministers’ Deputies and Elisabeth Margue, Minister of Justice.

27 February 2025, Strasbourg – High-level conference marking the launch of the Romanian, Turkish and Ukrainian versions of the Knowledge Sharing platform of the European Court of Human Rights, chaired by Elisabeth Margue, Minister of Justice.

10 March 2025, New York – Side event at the 69th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women “Threats and Opportunities of Digital Technologies: Women in the Public Eye”, with the participation of Yuriko Backes, Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity.

11 March 2025, Strasbourg – Exchange of views between the Ministers’ Deputies and Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, leader of the Belarusian opposition.

12 March 2025, Strasbourg – Thematic discussion by the Ministers’ Deputies on the abolition of the death penalty and the Council of Europe’s commitment to its universal abolition.

12 March 2025, Geneva - “Safe sport as a space for human rights education”, event held on the sidelines of the 58th session of the UN Human Rights Council (in co-operation with the Council of Europe Office and the Permanent Mission of the Principality of Monaco to the UN Office in Geneva).

17 March 2025, Strasbourg – International conference on “Better enforcement of national judicial decisions: a human rights and rule of law requirement”, with the participation of Elisabeth Margue, Minister of Justice.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525620][bookmark: _Hlk197525532]19 to 21 March 2025, Luxembourg – High-level conference organised by the University of Luxembourg “Democracy and youth in the digital age: evolving technologies and political participation”, with the participation of HRH the Crown Prince, Stéphanie Obertin, Minister for Digitalisation and Minister for Research and Higher Education and Claude Meisch, Minister for National Education, Children and Youth, and his Maltese counterpart.

25 to 27 March 2025, Strasbourg – 48th Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, with the participation of HRH the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg and Léon Gloden, Minister of the Interior.

27 to 28 March 2025, Strasbourg – High-level Conference for Ombudsperson Institutions and National Human Rights Institutions (NHRI).

28 March 2025, Sélestat – Retreat with Permanent Representatives of member states and Permanent Observers to the Council of Europe.

3 and 4 April 2025, Strasbourg – Mid-term Review Conference on the Strategy for the Rights of the Child 2022-2027 (Children’s Rights in Action: from continuous implementation to joint innovation), with the participation of Claude Meisch, Minister for Education, Children and Youth.

7 to 11 April 2025, Strasbourg – 2025 spring session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Address by HRH the Grand Duke of Luxembourg and statement by Xavier Bettel, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade and Chair of the Committee of Ministers.

9 to 12 April 2025, Strasbourg – Policy seminar: “A Belarusian Youth Agenda for Democracy and Human Rights” at the European Youth Centre.

16 April 2025, Strasbourg – Informal meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies on living together in diversity and the inclusion of the most vulnerable in our societies.

29 April 2025, Strasbourg – 40th meeting of the Co-ordination Group between the Council of Europe and the OSCE, chaired by Ambassador Patrick Engelberg, Chair of the Ministers’ Deputies.

29 and 30 April 2025, Luxembourg – Conference on the prosecution of crimes against journalists: “Building the paradigm in the fight against impunity”, followed by the third meeting of the National Focal Points of the Council of Europe’s “Journalists Matter” campaign, with the participation of Elisabeth Margue, Minister of Justice.

6 and 7 May 2025, Luxembourg – Enlarged meeting of the Platform for the Council of Europe Quality Label for Youth Centres: “Youth spaces”, with the participation of HRH the Grand Duke of Luxembourg and Claude Meisch, Minister for Education, Children and Youth.



[bookmark: _Hlk197525556]12 May 2025, Strasbourg – European Dialogue on Internet Governance (EuroDIG) 2025, with the participation of a member of Elisabeth Margue, Minister of Justice and Minister Delegate to the Prime Minister for Media and Connectivity.

[bookmark: _Hlk197525572]13-14 May 2025, Luxembourg – 134th Session of the Committee of Ministers, to be preceded by the opening for signature of the Convention for the Protection of the Profession of Lawyer. Handover of the Presidency of the Committee of Ministers from Xavier Bettel, the Luxembourg Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, to Ian Borg, Malta’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Tourism.


Cultural programme in Strasbourg

13 November 2024 – Inauguration of the exhibition celebrating 75 years of Council of Europe history through its posters by Xavier Bettel, Chair of the Committee of Ministers. The exhibition then went on display at the National and University Library of Strasbourg (14 January to 11 February 2025) and the Lieu d’Europe (April-May 2025).

[bookmark: _Hlk197525586]20 November 2024 – Concert to mark the start of the Luxembourg Presidency with the pianist Jean Müller, in the presence of Their Royal Highnesses the Grand Duke and the Grand Duchess, and Yuriko Backes, Minister for Gender Equality and Diversity (Assembly Chamber in the Palais de l’Europe).

25 November 2024 – Screening of the film “She’s not crying, she’s singing” as part of the Assises européennes de lutte contre les violences faites aux femmes [European symposium on combating violence against women] (Cosmos cinema, Strasbourg).

6 December 2024 – Screening of the animation film “Fox and rabbit save the forest” in the presence of St Nicholas, preceded by a traditional song and dance performance organised by the “Ukrainian School of Strasbourg”, in partnership with the Permanent Representation of Ukraine to the Council of Europe (Palais de l’Europe).

12 December 2024 – Christmas concert by the boys’ choir Pueri Cantores du Conservatoire de la Ville de Luxembourg, conducted by Pierre Nimax (St Paul’s Church, Strasbourg).

27 February 2025 – Literary round table and photo exhibition on “(Re)conversion. Cultural third places in Luxembourg” (Kaléidoscoop, Strasbourg). 

[bookmark: _Hlk197525599]3 to 19 March 2025 – Exhibition “D’Lëtzebuerger Sprooch(en) – The language(s) of Luxembourg”. The exhibition was inaugurated at the Palais de l’Europe on 24 March by HRH the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg and then went on show until 4 April at the University of Strasbourg’s Institute of International Relations.

10 to 22 March 2025 – Exhibition on the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg (Rivetoile shopping centre, Strasbourg).

13 March 2025 – Reading and debate on the climate emergency with the author Ian de Toffoli (Librairie Kléber, Strasbourg).

24 March 2025 – Screening of the documentary “De Schwaarze Mann, un noir parmi nous” [A Black man among us] by Fränz Hausemer (Cosmos cinema, Strasbourg).

7 to 18 April 2025 – Exhibition “Undesirables? Forgotten victims?” (Palais de l’Europe). The exhibition then went on display at the Maison Interuniversitaire des Sciences de l’Homme (MISHA, Strasbourg) from 22 April to 5 May 2025.

9 April 2025 – Concert by the Luxembourg Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Renaud Capuçon, in the presence of Their Royal Highnesses the Grand Duke and the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg and Eric Thill, Minister for Culture (Palais de la Musique et des Congrès, Strasbourg).

29 April 2025 – Literary event and photo exhibition “Mateneen” on migration and intercultural living together (André Malraux Multimedia Library, Strasbourg).
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