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	1389th meeting, 25 November 2020
6 Social Cohesion
 
6.1 European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines and HealthCare (EDQM)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  States concerned: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, the Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Kingdom.] 

a. Abridged report of the 16th meeting of the European Committee on Pharmaceuticals and Pharmaceutical Care (CD-P-PH) (23-24 September 2020, via videoconference)

Item to be considered by the GR-SOC at its meeting on 19 November 2020


 
 
Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

1.	The European Committee on Pharmaceuticals and Pharmaceutical Care (CD-P-PH) held its 16th meeting virtually on 23-24 September 2020. Mr Cesta, Chair and Italian delegate, presided over the meeting.

2.	The agenda of the meeting is contained in Appendix 1. The full report of the meeting, including the list of participants, is available from the EDQM.

List of items for information of the Committee of Ministers

3.	No conflicts of interest were declared by any of the participants in accordance with EDQM rules and procedures.

General items

COVID-19: exchange of views 

4.	The CD-P-PH held an exchange of views focusing on the COVID-19 health crisis and its aftermath. This exchange aimed to share information on specific initiatives at national level related to the work programme of the CD-P-PH and its subcommittees, and to identify possible areas of work where the CD‑P‑PH and/or its sub-committees could play a role. The delegates agreed to send additional comments and contributions in writing to the Secretariat at their earliest convenience and no later than 30 September 2020.

Committees’ satisfaction survey results

5.	The delegates took note of the results of the Committees’ satisfaction survey, which was circulated among the CD-P-PH, CD-P-PH/PHO and CD-P-PH/PC members in January 2020. Analysis of the results related to the CD-P-PH showed that delegates are satisfied overall with the functioning of the Committee, meeting objectives and content, current projects, and the support of the Chairmanship and Secretariat. With reference to the frequency of the Committee’s meetings, it was agreed that the CD-P-PH will continue to have one face-to-face meeting per year (in autumn) and will hold a videoconference at the start of each year.


Call for experts

6.	The delegates took note of the initiatives that the Secretariat put in place in the first quarter of 2020 to reach unrepresented and non-participating countries and invited them to contribute to the committee’s work. As a result, six new delegates were nominated, and four experts confirmed that they intended to continue as the nominated delegates to the CD-P-PH.

Videoconference for Chairs and Vice-Chairs held on 8 June 2020 

7.	The delegates took note of the outcomes of the videoconference that took place among the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the CD-P-PH and its sub-committees. The goal of the videoconference was to increase the overall level of communication between the steering committee and its three subordinate committees of experts, discuss challenges faced by the committees and share examples of possible solutions, and evaluate how the CD-P-PH delegates could better support the sub-committees.

Communication and dissemination strategy

8.	The delegates took note that the EDQM is defining a communication strategy, which will provide a strategic vision and roadmap for communications with its stakeholders. If needed, the views and support from the CD-P-PH and its subordinate committees will be sought in due course. 

PaedForm project

9.	The CD-P-PH took note with appreciation of the status of the PaedForm project, timeline and work programme. The delegates also commended the PaedForm Working Party on the initiative carried out in March 2020 aimed at compiling and publishing information about products and extemporaneous preparation of paediatric formulations that could be useful in the treatment of COVID-19. The delegates agreed that, if applicable, details about national contacts or experts in the field would be shared with the PaedForm Secretariat in order to ensure a complete view of the situation in all member States and broadest possible scientific contributions to the project.

Subordinate Committees

Committee of Experts on Minimising Public Health Risks Posed by Falsification of Medical Products and Similar Crimes (CD-P-PH/CMED)

24th and 25th meetings of the Committee of Experts CD-P-PH/CMED

10.	The CD-P-PH took note with appreciation of the Secretariat’s presentation illustrating the main outcomes of the 24th and 25th meetings of the CD-P-PH/CMED. The CD-P-PH approved the conclusions of the reports of the above meetings by correspondence. 

New project proposal

11.	The CD-P-PH reviewed and approved the following project proposal: resolution or recommendation on theft of medicines (aim: to encourage key actors in the medicine supply chain to report any theft or loss of medicines to the national competent authority, provide a framework for theft reporting and enhance international cooperation).

New workshop

12.	The CD-P-PH took note that a new workshop focusing on the Single Points of Contact (SPOC) network was planned in 2020 with the aim of enhancing co-operation between police, health and customs authorities and examining real case scenarios. The workshop was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Secretariat is currently evaluating available options to run workshops and training events remotely. 



MEDICRIME Convention - Updates

13.	The Secretariat informed the delegates that, to date, 15 countries have signed the MEDICRIME Convention and 17 countries have ratified it. Attention was also drawn to the fact that the 2nd meeting of the Committee of the Parties to the MEDICRIME Convention (i.e. the Convention’s monitoring body) took place on 12-13 December 2019. The meeting aimed at discussing and adopting the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of the Parties and, in addition, the election of Chair, Vice-Chair and three members of the Bureau took place.

Organisation of a MEDICRIME event

14.	The delegates took note that the high-level MEDICRIME event that was initially planned to take place in Croatia in 2020 had to be cancelled. Italy and the Russian Federation expressed their interest in organising an event in 2021 to celebrate the Convention’s 10th anniversary but to date, due to the coronavirus pandemic, it is unclear whether it will be possible to organise a conference in 2021. 

Committee of Experts on the Classification of Medicines as Regards their Supply (CD-P-PH/PHO)

67th meeting of the Committee of Experts CD-P-PH/PHO

15.	The CD-P-PH took note with appreciation of the Secretariat’s presentation illustrating the main outcomes of the 67th meeting of the CD-P-PH/PHO and approved the conclusions of the report of the above meeting by correspondence. The delegates also took note that the 68th meeting of the CD-P-PH/PHO, which was originally scheduled to take place on 21-22 April 2020, was cancelled upon the request of the Committee of Expert’s Chair and Vice-Chair.

Co-operation between the Committee of Experts CD-P-PH/PHO and Association of the European Self-Medication Industry (AESGP)

16.	The CD-P-PH took note of the presentation that the Secretariat gave at the Regulatory Affairs Committee Meeting of the AESGP on 17 March 2020, and gave further guidance as to possible approaches to ensure exchange of information and discussion of issues of common interest between the CD-P-PH/PHO and the pharmaceutical industry.

Committee of Experts on Quality and Safety Standards in Pharmaceutical Practices and Pharmaceutical Care (CD-P-PH/PC)

84th and 85th meetings of the Committee of Experts CD-P-PH/PC

17.	The CD-P-PH took note with appreciation of the Secretariat’s presentation illustrating the main outcomes of the 84th and 85th meetings of the CD-P-PH/PC and approved the conclusions of the reports of the above meetings by written procedure.

Resolution on the implementation of pharmaceutical care

[bookmark: _ML_000000000001_VALID]18.	The CD-P-PH took note with appreciation of the adoption of Resolution CM/Res(2020)3 on the implementation of pharmaceutical care for the benefit of patients and health services in March 2020. The delegates also commended the Secretariat and the EDQM Public Relations and Documentation Division on the initiatives taken to disseminate the above resolution and gave their support for the organisation of a webinar in November 2020 with a view to further promoting its implementation.

[bookmark: _ML_000000000002_VALID]Resolution CM/Res(2016)2 on good reconstitution practices in healthcare establishments for medicinal products for parenteral use

19.	The delegates endorsed the organisation of a webinar in 2021 with a view to encouraging member States to implement the provisions of the above resolution at national level.

New project proposal

20.	The CD-P-PH approved the following project proposal: Safe use of herbal products (aim: to support the safe and correct use of herbal products through appropriate advice and access to trustworthy and reliable information on the use and risks associated with these products).



Ongoing projects

21.	The delegates took note with appreciation of the Secretariat’s presentation providing an overview of the status of the medication review project.

22.	The delegates thanked the Secretariat for the update about the status of the project focusing on traceability of medicines in hospitals, and agreed that, given the current situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, the call for experts and the start of the project should be postponed to 2021.

Joint activities

[bookmark: _ML_000000000003_VALID]23.	The delegates took note with appreciation of the ongoing joint activities between the sub‑committees (i.e. joint meetings between the CD-P-PH/CMED and CD-P-PH/PC; participation of the CD‑P-PH/PC Chair in the Stakeholder Day organised by the CD-P-PH/CMED; revision of Resolution ResAP(2007)2 on good practices for distributing medicines via mail order; working group on borderline products). These joint activities aim to discuss issues of common interest, join forces and avoid duplication of work.

Resource implications

24.	The financing of the activities described in this report is assured.

Date and venue of the next meeting

25.	The delegates requested that the Secretariat set up an online survey to set the date and venue of the 17th plenary session of the CD-P-PH (to be held in September 2021). In the run-up to this meeting, a videoconference will be organised in the first or second quarter of 2021.
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