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Decisions 

The Deputies

1.	welcomed the participation of the Secretary of State of the Ministry of Justice in the meeting;

2.	recalled the longstanding structural problems of overcrowding and inhuman and degrading conditions of detention in prisons and police arrest and detention centres in Romania as well as of the continued absence of a Convention-compliant system of domestic remedies in this regard; 

3.	reiterated that, notwithstanding the significant progress already achieved, in particular in reducing overcrowding, further measures underpinned by a strong and enduring commitment at high political level are required to bring about a swift, comprehensive and sustainable resolution of these problems; 

4.	strongly regretted that recent domestic developments, namely the cessation of its term of office following a no-confidence vote, have prevented the Government from presenting a new action plan, in line with the assurances given at the Committee’s previous Human Rights meeting, to ensure the full and swift completion of the execution process; 

5.	regretted in particular, after the abolition of the compensatory mechanism in the form of reduction of sentences without providing alternative Convention-compliant remedies, the absence of any near prospect of setting up an effective system of compensatory remedies to fulfil Romania’s obligations under Articles 13 and 46 of the Convention; expressed their grave concern at the ensuing risk of a new massive influx of repetitive applications in addition to the over 6,000 applications already pending before the European Court and the threat this poses to the effectiveness of the Convention system; 

6.	welcoming the recent measures taken by the government notably to reinforce the Probation Service, to achieve a better distribution of prisoners within the prison system, to recruit new staff in the prison administration and to diversify the out-of-cell activities available to prisoners, and stressing the importance of pursuing this action and welcoming also the close cooperation with the Secretariat, called upon the Romanian authorities to continue at a technical level the preparation of a new action plan that may be rapidly approved by the new government once it has taken office;

7.	in the meantime, called upon all authorities to continue taking all possible measures to bring conditions in prisons and pre-trial detention facilities into line with the requirements of Article 3 of the Convention;

8.	in view of the seriousness of the situation with regard to remedies, called on all relevant authorities to use all existing legal avenues and the developing case-law of the courts, notably as regards the State’s extra-contractual liability, to ensure the existence of effective domestic remedies with compensatory effect pending the adoption of the necessary reforms;

9.	stressed the importance for the authorities of continuing to make all efforts to find ad hoc solutions for the cases already before the Court, such as friendly settlements or unilateral declarations in line with Convention requirements;

10.	requested the authorities to keep the Committee informed of all relevant developments and decided to resume their consideration of these cases in the light of the progress made on the different matters referred to above, at the latest at their 1390th meeting (December 2020) (DH), and to consider the adoption of an interim resolution at that meeting in the absence of any tangible progress.
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