[image: image1.jpg]The Congress  COUNCIL OF EUROPE

I CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES C ‘ =

Le Congrés  CONSEIL DE LEUROPE





CG37(2019)13
CG37(2019)13

37th SESSION
CG37(2019)13
29 October 2019
Summary of projects drawn up and implemented by youth delegates
	Youth delegate
	Country
	Project
	Number of people directly reached  by the project
	Number of people indirectly reached  by the project

	HALA Amanda
	Albania
	To conceptualize the project, I was influenced by the current situation of youth in my country. I have referred to the report of the Council of Europe, 2013, “ Youth policy in Albania”, as well as the reports and studies of civil society organizations that protect the rights of young people in Albania.

This project builds on three main points:

- The situation of youth involvement in decision making,

- Establishment of quotas for youth involvement in policy making

- Involvement of young people belonging to minority groups in decision making In order to carry out the project, I have worked with several civil society organizations ( CRCA, World vision Albania, Balkan youth Link Albania, the Egyptian and Roma Youth Movement) and human rights protection institutions, conducted meetings and interviews with the Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination, representatives of civil society as well as young people who belong to youth and certain groups. I also had the opportunity to be part of a conference on youth participation in local politics, held in Hungary, which emphasized the importance of youth involvement in decision making. Aside from this, I organized a meeting with a group of students from the ERASMUS program, who expressed their opinion on the current situation and the importance of involving young people in the decision-making process.
	50
	200+

	BORRAS CAPDEVILA, Claudia
	Andorra
	My first project consisted of creating a feminist and ecologist youth association in Andorra. Association's first appearance was with the launching of a sign petition in Change.org to stop an Adventure's Park project in Andorra. It consisted of building the world’s biggest zip line in La Rabassa forest. We reached a lot of "network" audience. My second project consisted of making a talk-to-talk session with Andorran Youth Recreational leaders. Conversate about the Council of Europe and the importance of Youth Sector in it. Finally, my third project was meeting with high-school students and talking about: youth role in Andorran society, youth activities in Andorra and in COE's, and my experience as a youth delegate in the Council of Europe.
	1800
	2100

	GRIGORYAN Samvel
	Armenia
	I have recorded, edited and produced a video-blog about my experience in Strasbourg in April 2019. It represents the whole programme, shows key activities and explains what youth delegates are doing in the Palace of Europe during the sessions of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities.

I have shared this video-blog story with many youth organizations in Armenia. In addition, I have organized several meetings in rural communities and presented the Rejuvenating Politics programme, as well as my video-story to young rural residents. I have talked about the Council of Europe, the Congress, its mission and activities, explained the Rejuvenating Politics programme, and promoted the idea to apply for the next call for participants.
	59
	300+

	KIRCHER Sophia
	Austria
	My aim was to make the work of the Congress visible in my region. Therefore, I issued a press release on my work as a youth delegate and the speech that I held at the Congress in March. Several articles were published in Tyrolean print media. 

I organized two panel discussions on the role of European regions and the young generation in Europe. A MEP participated in the discussion as a panelist. Moreover, I held a speech in the regional parliament of Tyrol to emphasize the need to strengthen interregional cooperation and to involve young people in the European decision-making process.
	70
	140000

	BABAYEV Pasha
	Azerbaijan
	As the leader of an environmental campaign Greenify Azerbaijan, I have conducted several educational activities for children of primary school age. These include a study trip to the Paper Recycling Plant, where the kids were informed about the process of recycling and its importance; an artistic workshop on incorporating unwanted old items in arts and crafts (upcycling), where the kids were able to use their imagination and create art pieces from old magazines; an educational picnic in a Botanical Garden for children from an IDP school in collaboration with Young European Ambassadors, which allowed the children to learn about different aspects of environmental protection, and paint on reusable shopping bags they received as gifts.

Furthermore, I continuously publish informative posts on the campaign's social media accounts, calling for action and giving tips on how to be more environmentally friendly in our daily lives through our choices as consumers.
	60
	100

	DEVOS Baudouin Yolotl
	Belgium
	The project that I organised, consisted in a meeting with youth and people who work in migration, as well as with two organisations which implement activities with children in the context of migration (the non-profit organisations Familles du Monde (Families of the World) and GRAIAPP)

This meeting addressed the following question and issue:

- What is the Council of Europe?

- The children rights through a game / debate / discussion (how we see if the children rights are applied in our country or how we can contribute, ...)

From this discussion I decided to make a survey to know what is the knowledge of the youth about the Council of Europe and the children rights. The results of the survey will be used to better implement the future workshops on the children rights that I will organise.
	20
	130

	TIRIĆ Bakir
	Bosnia and Hercegovina
	I am very lucky to have done this project at my Faculty of law, University of Sarajevo, with around 50 students from the faculty, and from the Faculty of Political Sciences. With the respective assistant professors, through lectures, workshops and round tables, students gained knowledge about European Institutions, the Council of Europe, the Congress of local and regional authorities, and, hopefully, will become the spark of change in the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Also, I organized a round table with the Office of the Council of Europe, here in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, exchanging thoughts about the position of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Local and Regional administration, due to the fact that my country has one of the most complex constitutional systems in the world.
	50
	

	ALEKSANDROV Bozhidar
	Bulgaria
	Part 1 - In Partnership with the United Nations Association of Bulgaria and the Bulgarian Football Union on the 11th of May 2019 a fundraising football tournament for diplomats was held. “Ambassadors League” was a competition between the staff of the diplomatic missions residing in Bulgaria, institutions and NGOs which aims to raise funds for the initiative - Training Courses for Youth Participation.

Part 2 - Non-formal education trainings on the topics of youth participation and youth inclusion were organized for students and young people who want to broaden their knowledge on this subject and work in this field. Student multipliers were trained and then they held workshops in their schools or organizations, involving their peers in the topics. In order to reach more young people from different groups, we had a cooperation with “7 Talents”, an organization that works with well-known young people and influencers. 

By going through the training, the participants are now more motivated to participate in the decision-making process and informed about how they can do it; They are trained to train their peers and pass on knowledge;
	180
	200+

	ŠUKURICA Alen
	Croatia
	The main project I had organized was the Summer Law School on the topic of Human Rights Globalization, with the main focus being migration. This project was organized through ELSA Zagreb. The aim of the project was to connect law students from all of Europe and expand their knowledge in human rights and migration while upholding the motto of ELSA – “A just world in which there is respect for human dignity and cultural diversity’’. In addition, it aimed to connect young people from different cultures and strengthen cooperation between them. The project consisted of 5 days of academic programme and covered topics of human rights, migration, refugee law, asylum, human trafficking, etc. Among the lecturers were law and political science professors, representatives from UNHCR, and from the Croatian Red Cross. The academic partner of the project was the Faculty of Law at the University of Zagreb, which grants 4 ECTS points to participants who study at the Faculty, as well as UNHCR.
	45
	2400

	TROUNG Peter
	Denmark
	I have presented to university students, explaining what the Council of Europe does and what significance it has in everyday life. I also aimed at explaining what the Danish engagement with the Council is. I also brought in youth councils to present them with tools that the Council has available in terms of rights and activities.
	
	

	SEPP Karl Mattias
	Estonia
	I have gathered the data from 20 Youth Delegates about their country's youth inclusion and possibilities. This data can be used to make a document or a basis for a website to share the most relevant indicators of youth inclusivity in member states.
	20
	

	ESKELINEN Juuli
	Finland
	I wanted to know why young people want to participate and what kind of obstacles they might face in their work in youth councils. I sent an email to all youth councils in the area (31) and managed to arrange a visit to 10 of them. Some of the others replied and promised to go through my email in their next meeting. I visited 10 youth councils in my area and introduced the Union of Local Youth Councils in Finland, the regional sub-organization in Savonia-Karelia and my participation in the Congress. I also asked them to fill an online survey so I could use it as a material for future events. 

Most of the youth councils I visited were in the countryside and the biggest city was Kuopio. The population of those municipalities ranges from 1 700-120 000 (2015).
	80
	50

	DE FRAGUIER Niels
	France
	1. Based on the work carried out by the Council of Europe for youth, the document I released aims to highlight the role that youth can play to promote the Council of Europe values towards the Agenda 2030. The motivation and dedication of youth in Europe to achieve sustainable development has been recently highlighted with different demonstrations such as the Friday for Future movement urging governments to act against climate change. By giving the word to all youth delegates and inviting them to share their views on the role they play as youth stakeholders, this document will provide decision makers with information about the change that involving youth could bring to their political agendas towards sustainable development. Gathering 7 concrete recommendations to the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, this document is a call to action to foster youth empowerment and launch further collaborations with all member states including Youth Delegates.

2. The 30 participants representing 6 different countries (Hungary, Italy, Turkey, Greece, Finland, and Sweden) have had the chance to learn about the role of sport for the inclusion of refugees. Based on non-formal education involving education through sport methods, the programme of the youth exchange allowed participants to get a better understanding of the available tools and best practices for improving refugees’ lives. The combination of sport activities with workshops, informal presentations and guest lectures gave to the youth a clear understanding of key European values such as intercultural dialogue, mutual understanding, and tolerance. Broadening their knowledge, the project also aimed at strengthening their soft skills and competences by gaining experience in teamwork with multicultural teams.

The 30 participants organized their own sport activities in cooperation with a local youth center working with disadvantaged children. After developing their own activities, the youngsters implemented intercultural games with the kids in one of the numerous parks in Malmö. More than strengthening the European identity and values of the participants, the project allowed participants to discover each other’s culture while creating friendship and mutual understanding.  Aiming to serve refugees’ interests, the participants have been asked to create projects with their national groups in order to implement the knowledge acquired during the week. These local initiatives will serve as dissemination tools of the RISE project in order to spread the word about the potential of sport for the better inclusion of refugees in Europe.
	60
	300+


	KAPANADZE Koka
	Georgia
	My project consisted of a single-day event, which involved a panel discussion about the Council of Europe and youth participation, which was followed by a debate related to this topic. The main target audience of this event was the debating society and the alumni of Georgia’s Future Academy (GFA), the organization which has been organizing debate tournaments in Georgia for several years now. Since I specifically wanted to have the debating aspect in my event, I reached out and partnered with this specific organization, which supported me in arranging the technical/administrative issues (e.g. finding the venue, printing materials and etc.), as well as in finding the right target audience. The panel discussion started with me presenting the work of the Council of Europe, introduced its main aims and values and spoke about the achievements this organization has had in regard to youth participation. I also reviewed the Georgian National Youth Policy Document and have identified the correlations and differences between this document and the Revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life. During the Q&A session we opened up the floor to extend the discussion among participants and heard their thoughts on why increasing youth participation is important and what are the obstacles that young people face on the way to realizing their full potential. 

The discussion was followed by the show-debate the participants of which were volunteer debaters from GFA. The style of the debate was British Parliamentary (BP) as it is one of the most famous and classical ways with four teams of two defending and opposing the motion. I wanted the motion to be very closely related to the youth participation and youth policy in general. Taking into account these criteria, the chosen motion was the following: “This House Would Lower the Voting Age to 16”. It is definitely noteworthy that this is indeed one of the most popular topics in social policy and a very interesting motion to debate about.

The debate was a great success, as we’ve heard a lot of great references to why the work and

contribution of young people is important and how could the politicians benefit from using the young people.  The major outcome of this project was the fact that the participants learnt a lot more about the Council of Europe, Revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life and Georgia’s Youth Policy. Apart from that, they have once again realized the importance of the problems surrounding human rights, gender equality and other pressing socio-cultural issues.

Even though the number of attendees, including the debaters was 18, the entire event was streamed online for the members of GFA community, thus the discussions and show-debate reached more audiences than originally expected. I found this concept very interesting and engaging, firstly, because I did not want to be the only one talking from a higher position. This was a discussion not a lecture from someone who has more knowledge/experience in certain field. Secondly, because the participants themselves debated about the motion related to our discussions, it has showed other participants what young people can actually do and how their opinions can contribute to actual politics. 
	18
	

	BALZEREIT Robin
	Germany
	My general goal has been to kickstart the foundation and implementation of a state youth parliament into state law. Starting the initiative in mid-2017 with the assembly of the regional municipal youth parliaments, my capacity as German Youth Delegate to the Congress helped me to strengthen my position in negotiating the terms of a state youth parliament with the factions within the parliament. Apart from that, I have pursued the goal of achieving greater awareness about the Rejuvenating Youth initiative by being a speaker at various gatherings, e.g. in Zwickau, Wiesbaden, Chemnitz and Strasbourg.
	
	

	SIDIROPOULOS Zafeiris
	Greece
	My project aimed to support youth NGOs and initiatives in the northern part of my country, Greece, to provide them with the necessary tools, the networking, the know-how and also the quality information to sustain their important work for the youth empowerment in local level but also to create a bigger impact in regional level by implementing common activities. The main goal was to create a clear general policy framework in order to increase civic participation of young people in local communities based on theory and practice which connects European policies with local level practical implementation, while also bringing up local experience to the European playfield (LOCAL-EUROPEAN) and also to enable other cities of the country in adopting similar youth participatory processes. Some of the outputs of the project were a short White Paper on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life in Greece, that included some monitoring indicators for local youth participation, as well as recommendations for the Revised European Charter, based on local practice.
	150-200
	1000+

	KANDIKÓ Csanád
	Hungary
	I organized a conference on the participation of young people in local and regional politics, furthermore on young entrepreneurs and young volunteers which was held in Nagyvázsony, Hungary on the 4th and 5th October of 2019. The main aim of this conference was to be heard by the local politicians, mayors and other decision makers which can help the situation of young people in the Hungarian countryside, with special regard to the Balaton-region. The conference was attended among others by three mayors, one youtuber-businessman, a delegation from the Hungarian EVS and from the youth delegates Amanda Hala personally, and youth delegates Zafeiris Sidiropoulos and Sofia Moschin via video message and Skype. During the two days of the conference more than 50 people from 11 countries (Hungary, Albania, Bolivia, Slovakia, Italy, Greece, Lithuania, France, Austria, Estonia, Portugal) participated.  
	.50-60
	2000+

	LUDVIKSDOTTIR Lilja
	Iceland
	I have been leading the project which is operated through the UNICEF youth council in Iceland. We decided to put together a so-called “Rights school” that focuses on the Convention of the rights of the child. We put together a lecture and focused on visual education with videos that each take on certain articles of the convention (we picked the ones we thought were the most relevant here in Iceland). We got some famous faces in Iceland for the videos and focused on laying out the information so young children can easily understand. Since this summer we have been test running the project, going to schools and educating children about their rights through slides, but mostly through the videos, as we have found this keeps the attention of the kids better. This autumn we have been working on a way to invite every school in Iceland to get a lecture from us for grades 5-7 (ages 10-12 in Iceland). We hope that by the end of the year we will have been able to offer the “Rights school” to every school in Iceland. Until then we will continue to test-run the lecture in UNICEF’s partner schools in Iceland and focus on developing the lecture in accordance to the feedback from the kids. So far so good.
	
	

	MOLLOY Aoife
	Ireland
	I undertook a study into the representation of women in Local Authorities in Ireland. I reviewed the results of the most recent election (May 2019) and discovered that there was an overall percentage of just under 24% female to 76% male. I further researched some of the general reasons as to why women are restricted from or do not get involved in politics and strong female characters in Irish political history. 

I also surveyed female county councilors to get a more individualized response to my queries. I put together a presentation with regard to the above, and included explanatory information on the Council of Europe, as well as the importance of democracy and voting, and ways that young people can get more involved in politics. 

I delivered this presentation to a girl’s secondary school and received very positive feedback. I was also asked to speak at a women’s lunch on this topic, and was, as a result, featured in the local newspaper.
	270+
	

	MOSCHIN Sofia
	Italy
	I committed in raising public awareness on the Congress and its work in the field of democracy and children’s rights, so I am travelling all over Italy to inspire a concrete care of the common good. 

I organized workshops in schools, while my presence as a speaker in several public conferences was fostered by the collaboration with the Council of Europe Office in Venice. Moreover, I started partnerships with universities, local associations and NGOs, taking part in manifold institutional events where I talked about concrete ways to strengthen democracy and active citizenship.  

Thanks to the results achieved, I was invited to the UN, where I paid a visit to the United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. As student of Physics and Youth Delegate, I am proving that active citizenship is a moral responsibility, regardless of the personal educational and working background. Several follow-ups of the project are planned: I am going to deliver the session “Raising Awareness on Youth” at the World Summit of Local and Regional Leaders in South Africa and I am taking part at the Commemorative Conference of the Convention the Rights of the Child at the United Nations.
	650
	1500+

	KLIMANOVA Jeļizaveta
	Latvia
	I organized a game for elementary school children (age 7-10) in which they were able in an interactive way to learn new things about our country and traditions and also prove the ones that already existed.
	50
	80

	FARRUGIA Jasmine
	Malta
	The event I planned consisted of a forum where youths met local councillors and mayors from different localities. The aim was so that youths have the opportunity to meet such councillors and exchange ideas on how to have better localities. The event was named ‘Local You’ and it was held in a local council hall. It was well attended by youths and councillors which led to positive results.

The event was split in two: first a short address from the National Youth Council and a presentation from myself, then the participants were split into smaller groups to discuss and propose ideas of what needs to be done so that their localities can be better. I was going around the groups and took down the ideas they were mentioning and compiled them in a report which I am currently editing and will be presenting to the Directorate of Local Government for consideration and implementation.

Some of the ideas were more events that involve youth and sports in localities, local council meetings held outside in the public for example public gardens, mental health campaigns to eliminate stigma, and more green spaces and tree planting.

The event ended with a short networking reception and I received positive feedback from the participants about the event.
	40
	

	VLAS Constantin
	Moldova
	The aim of my initiative was to establish a platform that will stimulate young people from the village to become actively involved in the life of the community, to generate ideas for local institutions, to hold debates on the most important topics on the community’s agenda and to generate activities which would bring together different generations. The proposed solution was to create a Civic Hub for young people that will bring them together and at the same time provide young people with sufficient tools to develop themselves through involvement.

The project will initially be implemented on a small scale in Sarata Galbema commune, but once this engagement platform becomes functional, the initiative will be extended to the regional level as well.

Also young people were informed about the Council of Europe and its structures, but also about the revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life
	20
	150

	MARKOVIC Marija
	Montenegro
	My idea was to create a poll with different questions about the Council of Europe, the Congress, what people know about them, are they interested in getting to learn something more etc. All those polled had heard about the CoE, but 47% of them hadn’t heard about the Congress. All of them knew that our country is a member of the CoE, but less than 50% of them knew that most youth policies are coming from the Council. Also, 60% of them didn’t know how many opportunities they have as our country is a member state. Negative percentage stands for their answer when it comes to delegation of Montenegro: 50% of them believes that our government is not doing enough when it comes to promoting the work and opportunities that the CoE is offering to young people. What is positive is that all of the participants want to be more involved in the work of both the Congress and Council.
	21
	20

	WEEKENSTROO David
	Netherlands
	In October I have discussed three different subjects with young people. On 3 October Sustainability, 10 October Housing and 17 October Sports, Culture and Safety. At first, I introduced the subject of what we do in the city council and the effect of national policy on the local level. Then we got in discussion about the topics, where the youth could discuss with me and with each other. This way I tried to get them more involved with local politics. I also discussed with them their well-being and personal health. This was based on a recent report about the well-being of youth in the Netherlands. This report was written by the main advisory body for national and international social and economic policy (the SER, Social Economic Council)
	20
	2000+

	ISAKI Nami
	North Macedonia
	-Meetings with mayors of Kumanovo and Lipkovo; - Workshop on promoting the Congress and the importance of youth activism and the power of decision making of youngsters in important processes at local level in Lipkovo municipality; - Workshop on the topic of hate speech and youth activism in Kumanovo; - Open air festival for promotion of the Congress.
	60
	800

	SHOSHI Lisa
	Norway
	We don't have much available information about what young people can do to participate in their local community, especially when it comes to non-governmental organizations. Besides, no one really knows what the Council of Europe is, or their job. Since we recently had local elections in my town, I thought it was a good idea to have a presentation about the CoE and tie it to what it means for our local democracy. I asked my former sociology and social anthropology teacher, who also was the one who got me into European Youth Parliament, about holding a presentation for her class. The presentation was about the Council of Europe's history, why it's not tied to the EU, my own experience here, and the influence from CoE on local democracies. I also talked about why it is important that youth is engaged in their local community, and how youth engagement cultivates a healthy civil society, and I gave them information about the available NGO's and youth organisations in my city.
	30
	

	SZYSZKA Weronika
	Poland
	My project is aimed at establishing a youth city council (“YCC”) in my hometown, Orzesze. As the whole process turned out to be more complicated and demanding, the project has not been finalized yet.

So far, after meetings with local authorities (i.e. the Mayor, the Chairman of the City Council and the Secretary of the City) and the school principals, during which I presented the idea of establishing the YCC, what I achieved is: 

- raising awareness among the local authorities that it is vital to include young people in the debate at the local level

- convincing the school principals that it is necessary to create a platform for young people to enable them to participate actively in the local government, 

- proving that the establishment of a YCC shall not be seen as a burden but as an immeasurable benefit,

- promoting the idea of youth participation at the local level among the local decision-makers,

- sharing the values and principles of the Charter and the achievements of the Congress,

- showing the local authorities, the benefits of involving young people in the debate with local

authorities and engaging them to do so.
	20
	~250


	NEVES Catarina
	Portugal
	Coe Portugal Youth Delegate Facebook Page: my main project was the Facebook page, in which I talked about the Council of Europe, the Youth Delegates programme and my projects. It was complemented by my Instagram and LinkedIn profiles. 5+5 Delegation: invited by the Portuguese Minister of Foreign Affairs, I took part in a delegation to the 5+5 Western Mediterranean countries (Southern Europe + Northern Africa), as a representative for youth. I was able to participate in cooperation forums and advocate for the need for more high-level youth political participation; and to better understand how this was being promoted by Southern Mediterranean youth. Model European Union Porto 2019: through BETA Portugal, I organized a political simulation of the European Union, in partnership with the Municipality of Porto/Europe Direct Porto. This is the regionally-organized version, which is cheaper than the international one; conducted in Portuguese; and aimed at those who have fewer opportunities. (+) #DestaVezEuVoto (#ThisTimeImVoting): still through BETA Portugal, I organized a youth-focused campaign for the European Elections 2019, consisting of photos and videos of young people mentioning their reasons to vote. Women2Women Portugal: even though I spoke about the Youth Delegates programme (and encouraged Portuguese youngsters to apply for the next intake) more than once, I would have to highlight this conference. It was aimed at young girls (16-21 years old) with leadership skills. Their feedback was amazing, and their eagerness to know more about the project was refreshing.
	Facebook Page: 500

MEU Porto 2019: aprox. 75
#ThisTimeImVoting: aprox. 150/200 

W2W Portugal: aprox. 85
	Total: 1000+

	MURGU Carmen
	Romania
	The participants and volunteers who helped organise and attended the two conferences, were very pleased with the final results. Both parts got acquainted with volunteer work, its impact, and last but not least, the work of the Congress of the CoE and the European Commission and CoE partnership for youth. Also, they were informed about how they can get involved as young persons in the framework provided by these institutions and the importance of civic participation. The participants learnt how to access the information, what is relevant in their education and how to use these youth programmes to develop themselves and their communities. Also, most of the volunteers were impressed by the CoE’s work because they were aware of the possibilities it offers and the institution’s youth support.
	35
	

	ERIN Aleksandr
	Russian Federation
	I have initiated a couple of conferences and workshops in universities of Novosibirsk and in the «International Youth Forum Eurasia Global» which took place in Orenburg, Russia and gathered nearly 800 participants to promote the Council of Europe and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, to shed light on the opportunities and participation mechanisms that the CoE provides for young people in all member states, to share my own experience in the Congress and, finally, to enhance their opportunities and prepare good ground for future Youth Delegates from Russia and other member states of the CoE.

Apart from the meetups, I have also launched an online project «Embassy of Youth» aiming to raise awareness about the three pillars of the CoE (Democracy, Human Rights and the Rule of Law) and explain the role of young people in supporting these dimensions.
	
	

	DEVIC Olga
	Serbia
	In order to foster cooperation and “break the gap” which exists between youth and local decision makers in charge for youth issues, I have organized Local Youth Dialogue. Local Youth Dialogue was envisioned as a space for young people to identify the challenges that youth are facing throughout workshops, in three main areas: local community, daily life and at school (schooling system) and to suggest their ideas on how those challenges can be overcome in the near future and what they, as young people, can do to overcome them as soon as possible. On the other hand, as a main idea was to foster cooperation between youth and local decision makers, discussion panels with member of Municipality of Zemun who is in charge for youth and Director of Youth Office of Zemun, were organized, too. 

In discussion, youth have opportunity to represent the above-mentioned challenges and to directly suggest their solutions to decision makers. Also, to talk about further engagement of young people from Zemun in the future local youth policy development, as well as in the municipality programme for young people. Decision makers were very open to hearing youth opinions and suggestions and in discussion with them, they expressed their willingness to involve youth in the future shaping of local youth policy and youth programmes and they highlighted the importance of real engagement of young people when it comes to issues that directly concern them. After the discussion panel and workshop, in collaboration with young people decision makers expressed interest, willingness and openness to continue to work on issues about active participation of young people in the shaping of local youth polices and environment. Youth voices are being heard and taken it into consideration and the common language, support to youth and willingness to cooperate, have been achieved.
	14
	

	DANČO Jakub
	Slovak Republic
	We wrote a guide for young people and municipalities on how to create a local youth parliament in Slovakia. The publication has 65 pages and consists of chapters on self-government bodies and their competencies, youth parliaments in general, youth parliaments in the Revised European Charter on Youth Participation, and the main chapter on how to create a youth parliament step by step.
	10
	417

	REXHEPI Naxhie
	Slovenia
	I have organized a broadly speaking interactive event (discussion with young people), where, first of all, I gave a speech on topics such as: technological change, gender inequality, youth and unions, and social mobility. Then, I divided participants in small groups to discuss these topics how are impacting the youth employment, especially in Ljubljana. Moreover, we have discussed what challenges usually youth face, when they require a job (before and after). Although, it seems that the main challenge is lack of experience and mismatches (education and skills) with adequate job. Also, we have discussed what should be changed regarding labor market integration, where the main change that should be is to create more opportunities and the internships should be paid. And, lastly, we have discussed if they face any discrimination when they apply for a job. For the young people (Slovenian), they do not face any discrimination, but, for the young people that are not from Slovenia (also, in this project I have involved two refugees), there is not any discrimination for them, but, the main challenge that they face when they apply for a job is if do they have the EU resident permit.
	15
	60

	FERNÁNDEZ ARRIBAS Julia
	Spain
	One of the projects that I launched with the organization I founded as my project involves all Spanish Mayors, and it is a campaign to promote local sustainability through the planting of trees. The intention of this campaign is to bring closer local democracy to European democracy, and to showcase the connection between the two, just like the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe does. The Mayors will have to sign the campaign’s manifesto and plant a tree in their municipalities before June the 5th of 2020, the Internacional Day of the Environment. Several Mayors have already joined the initiative, and the European Parliament’s President Sassoli has agreed to be the Patron of our campaign. He, alongside with the Mayors who are part of the campaign, will attend to its official presentation event in Madrid.
	350
	1300

	GUTZWILLER Leah
	Switzerland
	I organized 2 so-called “Speed Debating’s”. A Speed Debating consist of a series of short debates at several tables. At each table there is a young moderator, a speaker (politician or expert) as well as 5-10 young people. At each table, a topic is discussed for about 15 minutes. Speed Debating’s aim to ensure that, through the presence of local and regional politicians and journalists, young people’s voices get heard and integrated in political processes as well as foster political education. Topics included:

- Switzerland in Europe aka European Identity

- Climate Change

- Degrowth

- Legalization of all drugs

- Dangers of social media

- Islam in Switzerland

- Abortion

- Euthanasia Laws in Switzerland

We prepared factsheets that were on each table so the young people could inform themselves

before the debate started.
	
	

	TUNA Salih
	Turkey
	The project was about influencing the strategic planning documents of the municipalities to include youth and the Congress’ work in their work for the upcoming years. To this end, we opened calls for workshops to introduce youth to the project. We started working on the older strategic planning documents and Congress documents such as the Charter on Youth Participation and the Charter of Local Self Government. After the workshops, we formed groups according to their interest to work on specific topics in their municipalities.

We attended each respective municipality meeting with different actors such as NGOs, academics, youth workers etc. We presented best practices from all over the world and demanded youth be included in decision making such as having autonomous youth councils with different bodies/working groups with participatory budgets. All the municipalities except one had youth councils but they were mostly ineffective, so we introduced a couple of guidelines on how to achieve functional youth councils with clear steps.
	~100
	2000+

	RADCHENKO Karina
	Ukraine
	1. «100 Words for Peace» is a global project that collects views of people from all over the world on what does peace mean and how to reach it globally in format of 100 words-essays. The key message is to facilitate the 16th UN SDG through showing that peace is equally important for everyone. Since the project start in August 2019, more than 150 people have shared their visions and the number of participants is continuously increasing. The materials are gradually published on project fb page and the website. 

2. A series of 10 mentorship meetings (Sub-projects – Youth Wave, Self-made futurists, Young Diplomats School, etc.), conferences with young people to inform about the youth participation opportunities and best practices, SDGs, as well as to reveal the challenges faced by youth in different regions of Ukraine. 

3. TEDx Speech «The evolution of happiness-from war to peace-building processes, youth participation on all the levels, and sharing participation experience.

4. Distributing and discussing the aspects of Resolution «Social Rights of Young People» adopted by the Congress in April with the involvement of all the regional branches of the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine, including the youth centers, and preparing analytical conclusion on the challenges faced by youth and the ways of improving youth policies.
	1400 + (in total)
	2500+

	SHERRARD Huw
	United Kingdom
	Action for Local Youth Voice Empowerment UK (ALYVE UK) is a youth-led Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organization founded by the UK Youth Delegate, alongside leading young people with experience of youth participation across Scotland. As well as being a Rejuvenating Politics initiative, ALYVE UK’s activities were co-financed by the EU’s European Solidarity Corps as a ‘Solidarity Project’.

The project has three main activities: assess current practices and support for local youth forums (as well as gather young people’s experiences and stories), produce a report outlining the future of local youth forums and the roles they might need to fulfil, and implement a small grants initiative to financially support such groups. ALYVE UK also exchanges best practice with other youth-led organizations across 55 countries. 

ALYVE UK’s activities have a number of potential applicable benefits to the Congress, including identifying best practice regarding obstacles that local youth forums in Scotland face, such as the widening organized/non-organized youth participation gap, as well as barriers faced by networks of isolated communities such as the Hebrides. 
	c. 300
	c. 1000
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