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Communication by the Secretary General

1. Opening an exhibition by the Inva Academy of Arts and Social Rehabilitation and meeting with Mr Nikolai Galkin (Director of the Academy) 

Strasbourg (11 July) 

On 11 July, I opened an exhibition of artwork by children with disabilities from the “Inva Academy of Arts and Social Rehabilitation” (Krasnodar, Russian Federation) which was organised by the Permanent Representation of the Russian Federation. 

The Academy has been working for the social rehabilitation of children with disabilities through creative arts since 1993.  

In my address, which is available on the Council of Europe web site, I emphasised that children with disabilities should be enabled to develop their creative potential for their own benefit and for the benefit of other people. I stressed the need for our societies to change our perception from disability to ability - a key message of the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan.

After the opening of the exhibition, the Deputy Secretary General and I met Mr Nikolai Galkin (Director of the Academy) in the presence of Ambassador Alekseev and Mr Alexander Vladychenko (Director General of Social Cohesion).

We discussed the work of the Academy and the activities of the Council of Europe in promoting the rights of people with disabilities and the rights of children, in particular the Council of Europe Disability Action 2006-2015 and our Programme “Building a Europe for and with children”.
2.
Council of Europe Open Doors Event 2007 

Strasbourg (16 September)
On Sunday 16 September, the Council of Europe Open Doors Event will once again take place in the context of the European Heritage Days - a joint action of the Council of Europe and the European Commission. 

To maintain the very high interest of the public – who had the opportunity to visit the Palais de l’Europe in both 2005 and 2006 and the Human Rights Building in 2006 - this year’s event will focus on the new EDQM building with an eco-pousse (bicycle rickshaw) ride along a pre-set route which will pass by all the Council of Europe buildings in Strasbourg. The estimated cost is approximately 50 000 Euros, which is about 35% lower than last year when two buildings were open to the public. Although the visit will be restricted to the EDQM building, the exhibitions, displays and documents will inform the public about the activities of the Council of Europe as a whole. I should also like to add that the costs are kept at a relatively low level because of the exceptionally high response from the Council of Europe staff, who have volunteered to participate in the event and explain their work to the visitors. 
3.
Elections in Kosovo 

On 22 August, Mr Werner Wnendt (Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General for Institutions Building/Head of OSCE Mission in Kosovo) wrote to me to request a Council of Europe observation mission for the forthcoming elections in Kosovo. 
Last Saturday, Mr Joachim Rücker (Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Kosovo) decided that the date for the Kosovo Municipal and Assembly elections will be 17 November. 

The organisation of the elections will be shared between the OSCE mission in Kosovo (OMiK) and the Central Election Commission. Therefore, OSCE ODIHR will not be involved in the observation. Independent international observation, which is important for achieving transparent and legitimate election results, will be the responsibility of the Council of Europe.  

The Council of Europe has already organised observation missions in Kosovo on four occasions. We know from experience that this is a substantial challenge in terms of human resources and budget. Success depends on the generous contributions from our member states, both in terms of seconding long and short-term observers and in making voluntary contributions.   

As always, the observation of elections in Kosovo is unplanned and is not budgeted a year in advance. The difference this time is that the notice is much shorter than before. We must do the work, which has taken about six months on previous occasions, within two months. To be very frank, much of the work will need to be done in emergency mode. 

I have asked the Secretariat to start preparatory work immediately. Today, I am submitting to you an information document with the OMiK invitation, a budget, a job description for the Head of the Council of Europe Observation Mission, a call for secondments of Long-Term Observers (with job description) and a call for secondments of Short-Term Observers (with job description, costing and application form).

The crucial steps for the success of the Council of Europe observation of the Kosovo elections wouldl be:
· the swift appointment of a fully-seconded Head of Mission;
· a minimum of ten Long-Term Observers, fully seconded and deployable by the end of September;
· a minimum of 100 to 120 Short-Term Observers, to be confirmed very soon and to be available for the 6-8 days around election day;
· sufficient voluntary contributions to cover the shortfall between the overall cost of the mission and the sum of 200 000 € which, subject to the agreement of the Deputies, is available from the field mission reserve. 

In addition, I propose that the GR-DEM of 11 September should consider the matter and determine whether enough indications of secondments have been received to justify continuing with the mission. The GR-DEM of 27 September could further consider whether sufficient firm commitments have been received and determine the appropriate measures to be taken.
4.
Future visits
Meeting of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly and official contacts in Rome 

(10 September)

Communication by the Deputy Secretary General

1. Meeting with Mr Peter Newell (Co-ordinator of the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children) and Mr Thomas Hammarberg (Commissioner for Human Rights)

Strasbourg (13 July) 

On 13 July, I met Mr Peter Newell from the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment, Mr Thomas Hammarberg (Commissioner for Human Rights) and Mr Mans Molander, Deputy to the Permanent Representative of Sweden. We discussed co-operation in promoting children’s rights, in particular the adoption by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse and the forthcoming campaign of the Council of Europe Programme “Building a Europe for and with children”, positive parenting and the abolition of corporal punishment of children. Co‑operation between the different bodies of the Council of Europe, including the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights, and with external partners (other international organisations and NGOs) is very satisfactory. The advertising agency Saatchi and Saatchi has agreed to work pro bono on the communication aspects of the campaign.  During the month of August, our campaign has gained momentum: Libération, La Republica and many other national newspapers have produced articles and features on the issue.
Discussions are ongoing between the Ministry of Social Affairs of Sweden and the Council of Europe about the Swedish proposal to develop the Programme “Building a Europe for and with children” beyond 2008. We agreed that there is a need to reinforce the involvement of Governments at the programme level (both experts and the Ministers’ Deputies). 
We also discussed co-operation in the framework of Council of Europe’s contribution to the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children. 
2.
2007 Annual Meeting of the Tuscany Region and UNICEF: A new global vision “Children and Women: fulfilling their human rights, developing their talents, advancing the millennium agenda"

San Rossore, Pisa (19 July)

On 19 July, together with Ms Marta Santos Pais (Director of the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre in Florence), Mr Claudio Martini, President of the Tuscany Region, and Mr Paolo Fontanelli, Mayor of Pisa, I opened the International Conference on “Children and women: fulfilling their human rights, developing their talents, advancing the millennium agenda". 

 

The first day of this Conference, which was jointly organised by UNICEF and the Tuscany Region, was devoted to children. It was an occasion for me to present the Council of Europe Programme “Building a Europe for and with children”, to describe our achievements and to highlight some of the future challenges. Mr Régis Brillat (Executive Secretary of the European Social Charter Secretariat) provided more detailed information about the Revised Social Charter during one of the panel discussions.

During my stay in San Rossore, I had discussions with Mr Assefa Bequele, Executive Director of the African Child Policy Forum, with whom we are strengthening our ties to increase co‑operation between regional organisations dealing with children’s rights, Ms Yanghee Lee, Chair of the UN Committee on the rights of the child, who expressed the wish to visit the Council of Europe as soon as this is possible (I will come back to you in the near future with more detailed information about Ms Lee’s possible visit to the Council of Europe), and Mr George Moschos, Chair of the European Network of Ombudsmen for children (ENOC) with whom we co-operate closely in the implementation of our Programme.

I also gave interviews to Italian newspapers, notably Famiglia Cristiana (which devoted and will devote a whole reportage to the protection of children’s rights) and La Sicilia.

3.
Tribute to Professor Antonio La Pergola (President of the Venice Commission) 

Rome (19 July) 

I shortened my stay in San Rossore to go to the Constitutional Court in Rome in order to pay tribute to the late Professor Antonio La Pergola (President of the Venice Commission) who died on 18 July. Professor La Pergola was an eminent lawyer and a wise man whom I will miss both professionally and personally. 

4.
Funeral service of Mr Gaston Thorn (former Prime Minister of Luxembourg)


Luxembourg (30 August)

On Thursday 30 August, I attended the funeral service of Mr Gaston Thorn, a moving and dignified ceremony, which took place in Luxembourg. Mr Thorn was a former Prime Minister of Luxembourg and also served as President of the European Commission.
5.
Future visits

Meeting of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly and official contacts in Rome
(10-11 September)

