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573rd meeting - 9-11 September 1996PRIVATE 

The 573rd meeting (A level) of the Ministers' Deputies opened on 9 September 1996 at 3 pm under the chairmanship of Mrs. K. Jaani, Deputy for the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Estonia.
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573rd meeting - 9-11 September 1996

Item 1.1

1.1


ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS
Decision
The Deputies adopted the agenda of their 573rd meeting (9 (3 pm) - 11 September 1996, A level) as it appears at Appendix 1 to the present volume of Decisions.
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Item 1.2

1.2


PREPARATION OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Decisions
The Deputies

1.
approved the draft agenda for their 575th meeting - A level (14(3pm)-17 October 1996), as it appears at Appendix 2 to the present volume of Decisions; 

2.
approved the draft agenda for their 577th meeting - B level (14(10am) -15 November 1996), as it appears at Appendix 3 to the present volume of Decisions; 

3.
decided to modify the dates of their 579th meeting - A level, Budget, which will now be held from Tuesday 3 (3pm) to Friday 6 December 1996.
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Item 1.3

1.3


COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL

Personnel questions
Decisions
Having regard to the Regulations on the Establishment Table and the Organisation Chart of the Secretariat General of the Council of Europe, the Deputies approved

1.
the transfer of post n( 51.11, grade A5, with its holder, Mr S. G. Nagel, in the Directorate of Social and Economic Affairs, Social Security and Employment Division, to the Directorate of Legal Affairs, with effect from 1 August 1996;

2.
the placing of Mr F. Rammelt, grade A5, in the Secretariat of the Partial Agreement on the Social Development Fund, at the disposal of the Director of Administration, from 1 August to 31 December 1996, with responsibility for undertaking the study of functional needs and human resources of the Secretariat.
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Item 1.4

1.4


EUROPEAN YOUTH CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM,


XENOPHOBIA, ANTI-SEMITISM AND INTOLERANCE


Follow-up to the Declaration adopted by the Ministers


at the 98th Session of the Committee of Ministers 


(Strasbourg, 3 May 1996)

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)568/1.5, GR-I(96)5, 6)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
took note of the proposal, contained in Doc. GR-I(96)5, to include the information aspects of the follow-up to the European Youth Campaign against Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-semitism and Intolerance under the responsibilities of the Secretariat of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), within the Directorate of Human Rights and in close co-operation with other relevant units of the Secretariat;

2.
further agreed with the Secretariat proposals concerning:

-
an information and consultation network (data base accessible to NGOs) 


and 

-
a newsletter;

3.
invited the Secretary General to include appropriate proposals in the 1997 draft budget.
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Item 1.5

1.5

DRAFT INTERGOVERNMENTAL PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES 

FOR 1997

Procedure for examination
Decisions
The Deputies

1.
instructed their Rapporteur Group on Social and Health Questions to undertake a thorough review of the aims and objectives, and the associated working methods and organisational arrangements, of the Council of Europe's activities in the field of social affairs and to submit proposals to them in time to be taken into consideration in the preparation of the preliminary draft Intergovernmental Programme of Activities for 1998;

2.
instructed their rapporteur groups to examine the parts of the Draft Intergovernmental Programme of Activities for 1997 (CM(96)105) falling within their areas of responsibility, if possible before 31 October 1996;

3.
instructed their Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group to continue examining reforms of the aims and procedures of the Intergovernmental Programme of Activities, with a view to submitting proposals to the Ministers' Deputies regarding the 1997 Programme, to examine the draft 1997 Programme in the light of the comments of the rapporteur groups referred to in decision 2 and to undertake any arbitration that might be necessary, in order to ensure the overall coherence of the draft 1997 Programme;

4.
agreed to examine the Draft Intergovernmental Programme of Activities, modified if necessary to take account of the conclusions and arbitration of the rapporteur and working groups referred to above, with a view to its adoption as part of their examination of the draft Council of Europe budget for 1997, at their 579th meeting (A level, 3-6 December 1996), on the basis of the revised Programme sheets to be distributed by the Secretariat.
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Item 1.6

1.6


CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES IN CIVIL SOCIETY

Composition of the Steering Group

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(95)535/2.3, (96)570/2.1.a)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
decided to enlarge the membership of the open-ended Steering Group to include the following delegations:

Austria, France, Hungary, Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden;

2.
appointed Ambassador Wolf, Permanent Representative of Liechtenstein, to the vacant chairmanship of the Steering Group.
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Item 2.1

2.1


CURRENT POLITICAL QUESTIONS
a.


Relations with the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)570/2.1a, SG/Inf(96)6, 10, 11,


CM/Inf(96)14-rev. 2, CM/Inf(96)15, Corrigendum and Addendum,


CM/Inf(96)23, 24, 25 and 26, GREL(96)30, 31 and 33,


Political Directorate Information Notes of 27 and 29 August 1996)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
instructed the Secretariat to contact the President of the Chamber of Human Rights of Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to obtain concrete information on the launching and development of the activities of the Chamber as well as its prospects for financing;

2.
authorised the prolongation of the regular presence of a representation of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe in Sarajevo until 31 December 1996 and instructed the Secretariat to submit proposals in the framework of the draft Vote IX budget for 1997, for the possible creation of an Information and Documentation Centre in Sarajevo;

3.
decided to resume consideration of the question of the accession of Armenia to certain European Conventions when examining the report of the consultation meeting on the conditions of a possible invitation of Armenia to accede to the European Cultural Convention which took place in Strasbourg on 5 and 6 September 1996;

4.
adopted Resolution (96) 32 on Azerbaijan, as it appears in Appendix 4 to the present volume of Decisions, by which the Committee of Ministers transmits the application of this country for membership of the Council of Europe to the Parliamentary Assembly for opinion; 

5.
in application of its Article 9, paragraph 4, decided to invite Azerbaijan to accede to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats ("Berne Convention") (ETS No. 104);

6.
adopted Resolution (96) 33 on Georgia, as it appears in Appendix 5 to the present volume of Decisions, by which the Committee of Ministers transmits the application of this country for membership of the Council of Europe to the Parliamentary Assembly for opinion; 

7.
authorised the Secretary General, according to the practice followed in similar cases, to invite a delegation of experts from Georgia to Strasbourg in order to examine the conditions for a possible invitation of this country to accede to the European Cultural Convention;

8.
instructed the Secretariat to organise, in the autumn of 1996, the workshop on the implications of a possible accession of Georgia to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and other conventions in the criminal field, foreseen in the programme of co-operation with this country (CM/Inf(96)14-rev 2);

9.
in application of its Article 18, paragraph 1, decided to invite the Republic of Belarus to accede to the European Convention on Information on Foreign Law (ETS No. 62), and, in application of Article 8, paragraph 1, to the Additional Protocol to the same Convention (ETS No. 97);

10.
in application of its Article 27, decided to invite the Republic of Belarus to sign the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (ETS No. 157);

11.
decided to resume consideration of the question of possible accession of the Republic of Belarus to the conventions in the criminal field when the Secretariat had been able to gather the necessary information;

12.
agreed to resume consideration of the programmes for co-operation with Albania after the meeting of the Steering Committee for the Second Joint Programme between the Council of Europe and the European Commission for assistance to legal system reform in Albania which will take place in Tirana on 30 September 1996;

13.
decided to resume consideration of the question of the future relations between the Council of Europe and the Republics of Central Asia at a forthcoming meeting, on the basis of a document by the Secretariat providing information on programmes of co-operation conducted with these countries - in particular Kyrgyzstan - not only by the Council of Europe but also by other Organisations in Council of Europe priority fields;

14.
authorised the Secretary General to respond favourably to the letter of 19 July 1996 from Mr Jacques P Klein, Transitional Administrator for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium, concerning the chairmanship of the UNTAES Joint Implementation Committee on Education and Culture.  For that purpose, they agreed to the proposal of the Secretary General that Mr Gabriele Mazza, Head of the Division of Higher Education and Research, whilst keeping his functions in the Council of Europe's Secretariat, will be made available to assist UNTAES on the basis of temporary missions to Eastern Slavonia for an initial period ending on 31 December 1996
.  The Secretary General would inform the Deputies of the Memorandum of Understanding to be agreed upon with the United Nations Organisation to this effect;

15.
authorised the Secretariat to respond favourably to the request of the Provisional Administration of Eastern Slavonia for an expertise on amnesty legislation.
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Item 2.3

2.3


RELATIONS WITH THE OSCE


(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)568/2.3, GR-OSCE(96)8)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
invited their Rapporteur Group on relations between the Council of Europe and the OSCE to examine proposals by the Permanent Representative of Switzerland concerning these relations, and decided to resume consideration of the question at their 575th meeting (14-17 October 1996, A level);

2.
further invited their Rapporteur Group, at its next meeting, on 12 September 1996, to consider, on the basis of proposals to be prepared by the Secretariat, the Council of Europe's input to OSCE's ongoing work on a "comprehensive security model for the 21st century";

3.
noted that it had been necessary, at the request of OSCE, to postpone until after the latter's Summit (Lisbon, 2-3 December 1996), the meeting between experts from capitals and members of permanent delegations from Strasbourg and Vienna with the aim of exchanging views and experience on the methodology of implementation of commitments and the various monitoring mechanisms of the two Organisations;

4.
decided to fix the date of the meeting on this subject as early as possible after the Lisbon Summit, following consultations between the Chairman of the Deputies and the Chairman of OSCE's Permanent Council;

5.
decided to resume consideration, at one of their forthcoming meetings, of pragmatic assistance by the Council of Europe to OSCE's long-term mission to Croatia, in the light of specific requests and of proposals to be formulated by their Rapporteur Group;

6.
took note of the state of preparation for a joint Council of Europe/OSCE seminar on "the role of education in strengthening civil society" (Tallinn, 29‑31 October 1996) and invited their Rapporteur Group to examine the possibilities of holding, in co-operation with OSCE, a general follow-up conference with a view to evaluating the conclusions of the regional seminars.
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Item 2.5

2.5


MONITORING OF COMMITMENTS ACCEPTED


BY MEMBER STATES


Written Question No. 369 by Lord Finsberg and Mr Davis
Decision
The Deputies adopted the following reply to Written Question No. 369 on monitoring of commitments accepted by member States:

"In reply to Written Question No. 369 by Lord Finsberg and Mr Davis, the Committee of Ministers wishes to inform the Honourable Parliamentarians that reference to the text on the procedure for implementing the Declaration of the Committee of Ministers of 10 November 1994 was made in the Statutory Report of 21 April 1995 (the day after its adoption). The text was also discussed at the Joint Committee meeting on 28 April 1995.   Furthermore, wide distribution of the text was assured on the occasion of the 96th Session of the Committee of Ministers (11 May 1995), since there was a specific reference to it in the Final Communiqué. However, in view of the fact that the Declaration itself was communicated to the Assembly, the Committee of Ministers recognises that a decision could have been taken, exceptionally, to ask the Chairman of the Deputies to forward the implementing procedure to the President of the Assembly."
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Item 3.3

3.3


IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DAYTON AGREEMENT FOR PEACE IN


BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA AND CIVILIAN ASPECTS OF


THE DAYTON AND ERDUT AGREEMENTS

Draft reply to Recommendations 1297 and 1301 (1996) of the 


Parliamentary Assembly

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)566/2.3, GREL(96)31, 33)

Decision
The Deputies adopted the reply which follows to Recommendation 1297 (1996) on implementation of the Dayton Agreements for peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Recommendation 1301 (1996) on civilian aspects of the Dayton and Erdut Agreements:

"The Committee of Ministers has studied with interest, and decided to bring to the attention of their Governments Recommendations 1297 and 1301 (1996) of the Parliamentary Assembly on Implementation of the Dayton Agreements for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and on the Civilian Aspects of the Dayton and Erdut Agreements during debates to which representatives of several Organisations involved in the implementation contributed.

The Committee of Ministers recalls in this context the substantial interim reply, adopted at the 566th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies (May 1996) to the Assembly's earlier Recommendation 1287 (1996) on "Refugees, displaced persons and reconstruction in certain countries of the former Yugoslavia".

Where the essential field of co-operation with the OSCE is concerned - whose Chairman-in-Office, Minister Flavio Cotti, Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, has also addressed the Assembly - it is recalled that the Ministers, at the 98th Session of the Committee of Ministers (3 May 1996), "against the background of a difficult and complicated situation ... welcomed the close co-operation and effective division of tasks between the two Organisations, as well as expressing the readiness of the Council of Europe, alongside other international Organisations, and particularly the OSCE, to play its part in contributing to creating in Bosnia and Herzegovina the conditions for free and fair elections", due to take place on 14 September 1996.  

It is also recalled where wider co-operation between all the Organisations and agencies involved is concerned, that the Secretary General participated in the mid-term Ministerial Conference of the Peace Implementation Council to review civilian implementation of the Peace Agreement on Bosnia and Herzegovina, held in Florence on 13 and 14 June 1996.

The Committee notes that Recommendations 1297 and 1301 largely concentrate, as was the case of Recommendation 1287, on the Council of Europe's contribution in the fields of:

(i)
the Council of Europe Secretariat's presence in Sarajevo;

(ii)
the human rights institutions, and their financing;

(iii)human rights monitoring, particularly in the context of the forthcoming elections;

(iv)
legal and constitutional assistance;

(v)
the situation of refugees;

(vi)the protection of national minorities (including support for the UN Transitional Administration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium (UNTAES), following the Erdut Agreement);

(vii)co-operation at local democracy level (including confidence-building measures);

(viii)the role of the Social Development Fund; 

(ix)
relations with the International Criminal Tribunal in the Hague, and

(x)
possible future relations with the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

Where (i) is concerned, in addition to the assistance, mentioned in the earlier interim reply, to the Ombudsperson, Ambassador Haller, a member of the Secretariat has been detached to Sarajevo since April 1996, for a period of six months, later prolonged until the end of the current year.  With the help of a local assistant since the end of May, the Council's representative has facilitated and assured links and direct contacts with the Human Rights Task Force, the Human Rights Co-ordination Centre, the Human Rights Commission, international organisations, government authorities, non-governmental and professional organisations, institutions and individuals.  She has 

provided advice, information, documentation, forwarded and translated correspondence, ordered translations of Council of Europe documents, suggested names of experts to be invited to meetings in Strasbourg, etc.  She has provided administrative and logistical support to visiting delegations and the implementation of co-operation projects.

Concerning (ii) - Human rights - developments, subsequent to the information contained in the reply to Recommendation 1287, are that Sessions of the Human Rights Chamber took place 17-21 June, 8-12 July and 12-16 August in Sarajevo.  The next meeting will take place on 9-13 September 1996.  The Chamber has appointed a Registrar.

Of particular relevance in the human rights (including media) field, are the following activities:

*Translation into the country's official languages of the European Convention on Human Rights - which is directly applicable in the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina under the Peace Agreement, and of the Convention for the Prevention of Torture;

*Provision of the human rights documentation to the governments (Ministries of Justice in particular) of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Federation and the Republika Srpska, as well as the University of Sarajevo;

*Holding of a Seminar (mid July) on the European Convention on Human Rights and its implementation in co-operation with the lawyers' associations;

*Study visit to Strasbourg (European Commission and Court of Human Rights) of members of the Human Rights Chamber and of the Constitutional Court of the Federation (autumn 1996);

*Three media seminars have been organised by the Co-ordination Centre for Independent Media (Ljubljana) and the Soros Media Centre (Sarajevo) with funding from the Council of Europe's "Package of Measures for Independent Media on the territory of the former Yugoslavia".  The first seminar (17 to 18 May) was attended by editors of print media as well as representatives from electronic media from both the Federation and the Republika Srpska.  The second (24‑25 May) was aimed at journalists of electronic and print media and was followed by a third (1 June) which dealt with the transformation of state media into genuine public service broadcasters;

*Establishment by the Human Rights Ombudsperson for Bosnia and Herzegovina of the project Transfer of Know-How to Bosnia and Herzegovina (TRAK), financed up to the present by voluntary contributions from Liechtenstein, the Netherlands and Norway.

Where financing of civilian aspects of the Peace Agreement, and the human rights institutions in particular, are concerned, it is recalled that the Ministers, at the 98th Session (3 May 1996), noted "with satisfaction that several member States had responded generously to the joint appeal to governments for voluntary contributions, addressed on 30 January 1996, co-signed by the Chairman, by the Chairman-in-Office of OSCE and by High Representative Carl Bildt, for implementation of the civilian aspects of the Peace Agreement".  Stressing the essential nature of these efforts they appealed for further generous contributions.

A table presenting the situation regarding voluntary contributions (as at 27 August 1996) is appended.

Where (iii) - Human Rights monitoring - is concerned, Council of Europe officials from the Directorate of Human Rights and the Secretariat of the Commission for the Prevention of Torture have participated, alongside the representatives of other Organisations (OSCE and UN including UNHCR, and the International Red Cross), in the introductory courses for monitors to brief the latter on Council of Europe standards and give them appropriate guidelines.  The Council of Europe has provided the OSCE monitors with a set of human rights documents.

Concerning (iv) - Constitutional and Legal issues - the President of the Human Rights Court has appealed for candidatures in view of the fact that Dayton provides that he should nominate three judges (out of nine) of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to be constituted after the elections.

Also in the constitutional field, the Commission for Democracy through Law ("Venice Commission") has begun work, in co-operation with the High Representative, on:

*the compatibility of the Constitutions of the two Entities with the Constitution provided for in the Dayton Agreement (meetings held on 27 June 1996 in Paris and on 27 and 28 August in Sarajevo) and

*the various human rights protection mechanisms established (Constitution of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and the Dayton Agreement (meeting held on 21 and 22 June 1996 in Paris). 

The report of the two working groups and their follow-up will be examined by the Commission at its next plenary meeting (13‑14 September 1996).  The Commission will, in particular, adopt its opinion on the compatibility of the Constitutions of the two Entities, including precise recommendations for their amendment.

In the legal field, two meetings of regional experts (including from Belgrade) on the citizenship legislation were held in Strasbourg from 25 to 29 March 1996 and from 4 to 7 June 1996.  A third meeting is scheduled for the autumn of 1996.

For the purposes of evaluating generally the needs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, including the Federation, concerning assistance in the field of legal institution-building, legislation, judiciary, administration and law enforcement, the Secretariat (Directorate of Legal Affairs) organised a mission at the end of May.

Concerning (v) - Refugees - it is recalled that the President of the Human Rights Court nominated three out of the nine members of the Commission for the Real Estate Property Claims of Displaced Persons and Refugees.  The Commission held its third meeting (in Rome) from 7 to 10 June 1996.  The Commission has inter alia prepared application forms for filing complaints.

A fact-finding mission on the situation of the Roma/Gypsies in Bosnia and Herzegovina, with which the OSCE was associated, took place from 15 to 21 May 1996, making recommendations on the eventual return of Roma and on their humanitarian situation in both entities of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Concerning (vi) - Minorities - it is recalled, particularly in connection with the Croatian territory of Eastern Slavonia, that the Committee of Ministers has included in the "list of commitments and expectations" communicated to the Croatian authorities (as well as to the Assembly, cf. Doc 7617 of 15 July  1996) in connection with the process for accession to the Council of Europe, the following:

"2.1
Croatia should provide information on the state of implementation of a plan for the return in stages of displaced persons and refugees, including in particular Serbs previously residing in the formerly occupied territories, and on measures taken to encourage, and to create the necessary conditions for such return in safety and dignity.  These conditions include the safety of persons, the free return of displaced persons and ...

2.4
Croatia should pursue discussions with representatives and experts of the Council of Europe with a view to the implementation of the Constitutional Law on Human Rights and Minorities of 1991.

2.5
Croatia should refrain from adopting legislative and other measures which would compromise ratification of the Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities and the Charter for Regional or Minority Languages."

These two important instruments - like the European Convention on Human Rights (see above) - have been translated into the official languages of the countries concerned.

Where (vii) - Local democracy (and Confidence-building measures) - is concerned, the Council of Europe confidence-building measures programme is supporting a number of pilot-projects in Bosnia and Herzegovina aiming at re-building trust among the different communities through activities carried out in common.  Among the projects sponsored are: a study on the Roma population in Bosnian cities, a school of civil society implemented by the Sarajevo and Tuzla Local Democracy Embassies.

Concerning (viii) - role of the Social Development Fund - the Assembly will recall that its earlier Recommendation 1287 (of January 1996) was communicated by the Committee of Ministers for opinion to the Governing Body of the Fund, which, at its 149th meeting (18 June 1996), adopted an opinion, as follows:

"The Governing Body of the Social Development Fund welcomes the interest which the Committee of Ministers shows in the Fund's possibilities of action for contributing to the international effort of reconstruction in the former Yugoslavia, and in particular in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  It welcomes in particular the Committee's appeal to member States for contributions to the Selective Trust Account and for the granting of guarantees for projects in the non-member countries concerned.

It is pleased to inform the Committee of Ministers that an amount of ECU 15 million from the net results of the 1995 financial year has been allocated by the Fund's Administrative Council to the Selective Trust Account.  Part of this amount will be available for projects in favour of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The first such project, for an amount of USD 5 million, was approved by the Administrative Council at its 181st meeting on 22 April 1996. It involves the co-financing, by the Fund and the World Bank, for a programme of emergency medical aid - rehabilitation of health services in favour of war victims and refugees in Bosnia and Herzegovina. By way of exception, and in the light of the urgency and the importance of this matter, the Administrative Council authorised the use of the Selective Trust Account not only for interest subsidies, but also for the internal coverage of the loan.  This exception was necessary because, despite repeated appeals, a sufficient number of member States had not as yet offered their guarantee."

Where (ix) - relations with the International Criminal Tribunal in The Hague - is concerned, the Committee of Ministers would recall that co-operating with the Tribunal headed the already-mentioned "list of commitments and expectations" addressed to the Croatian authorities in June 1996, in the following terms:

[1.1]

"According to the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina which was also signed by Croatia, the latter is under the obligation to co-operate with the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia in The Hague, in the investigation and prosecution of war crimes and other violations of international humanitarian law.  In accordance with this obligation, Croatia should immediately arrest and turn over to the Tribunal indicted individuals (Stupni Do and Lasva Valley indictments) who are suspected of having committed war crimes or other violations of international humanitarian law.

Croatia should further immediately co-operate fully with the International Criminal Tribunal regarding all other matters relating to the investigation and prosecution of war crimes and other violations of international humanitarian law."

Finally, where (x) - possible future relations with the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia -is concerned, the final paragraph of the interim reply to Recommendation 1287 remains valid."

add here hard pages 21-22
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Item 4.1

4.1


AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION MECHANISM


OF THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR THE


PROTECTION OF NATIONAL MINORITIES


(CAHMEC)

(CM(96)113)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
took note of the report of the meeting of the CAHMEC (Strasbourg, 2‑5 July 1996), as it appears in document CM(96)113;

2.
decided to extend until 31 October 1996 the completion date for the ad hoc terms of reference given to the CAHMEC by Decision No. CM/638/060396 and expressed the hope that this Ad Hoc Committee will complete its work in the same spirit it characterised its first meeting held from 2 to 5 July 1996; 

3.
set at 26 and 27 November 1996 the dates for the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of Deputies established by the decision they adopted at their 560th meeting (March 1996, item 4.1);

4.
agreed, following relevant consultations to be made by the Chair, to elect the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee of Deputies mentioned under 3. above at their 575th meeting (14‑17 October 1996, A level).
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Item 4.2

4.2


EUROPEAN SOCIAL CHARTER


System of presentation of reports

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(95)547/4.3, CM/Inf(95)41 and Addendum, CM(96)106)

Decisions
The Deputies, having observed that there is a unanimous agreement of the Contracting Parties to the European Social Charter,

1.
approved the new system of presentation of reports under the European Social Charter as it appears in document CM(96)106 (Appendix I);

2.
agreed that this system will apply from the XIV Cycle of Supervision (30 June 1997);

3.
agreed that the new Contracting Parties to the Charter and to the Additional Protocol of 1988 will submit complete reports twice, on a two year basis, before applying the new system.
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Item 4.3

4.3


EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE


AND INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT


OR PUNISHMENT (CPT)
b.


6th general activity report


(1 January 1995 to 31 December 1995)

(CM(96)116)

Decision
The Deputies took note of the 6th general activity report of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and inhuman or degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) for the period 1 January 1995 to 31 December 1995.
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Item 4.4

4.4


EUROPEAN COMMISSION


AGAINST RACISM AND INTOLERANCE


(ECRI)


Abridged meeting report of the 8th meeting


(Strasbourg, 4-7 June 1996)


(CM(96)90)

Decision
The Deputies took note of the abridged report of the 8th meeting of ECRI appearing in Document CM(96)90.
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Item 4.5

4.5


THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS IN GREECE

Written Question No. 366 from Mr. van der Maelen

(CM(96)85, AS(1996)CR-21, Recommendation No. R (87) 8)

Decision
The Deputies decided to resume consideration of this item at their 575th meeting (14‑17 October 1996 - A level).
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Item 4.6

4.6


HOMOSEXUAL RIGHTS IN ROMANIA


Written Question No. 367 by Mr. van der Maelen


(CM(96)86, AS(1996)CR-21)

Decision
The Deputies agreed to resume consideration of this item at one of their forthcoming meetings.
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Item 4.7

4.7


RIGHTS OF THE RUSSIAN MINORITY IN ESTONIA


Written Question No. 368 by Mr van der Maelen

(CM(96)96 and Revised Addendum)

Decision
The Deputies agreed to resume consideration of this item at their 575th meeting (14-17 October 1996, A level).
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Item 4.8

4.8


EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE


AND INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT (CPT)


Election of members in respect of the Czech Republic

(CM(96)93 and Addendum)

Decisions
The Deputies, having voted in accordance with Article 5, paragraph 1 of the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,

1.
declared the following candidate elected as a member of the CPT with effect from 12 September 1996 for a term of office which will expire on 11 September 2000.


- JUDr Zden_k HÁJEK (in respect of Czech Republic)

2.
adopted, accordingly, Resolution DH (96) 392, as it appears in Appendix 6 to the present volume of Decisions. 
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Item H54-1

H54-1


STRAN GREEK REFINERIES AND STRATIS ANDREADIS


AGAINST GREECE


Judgment of the European Court of Human Rights


Application of Article 54


of the European Convention on Human Rights

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)571/H54-16)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
invited the Chairman-in-Office of the Committee of Ministers to send, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Greece, the letter set out in a confidential Addendum to the present volume of Decisions;

2.
agreed to resume consideration of this item at their 575th meeting (14-17 October 1996, A level).
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Item 5.2

5.2


STEERING COMMITTEE ON THE MASS MEDIA (CDMM)
a.


Abridged report of the 43rd meeting


(Strasbourg, 25-28 June 1996)

(CM(96)104)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
authorised the CDMM to convene an enlarged meeting of its Bureau on the understanding that the funds needed would be found through internal adjustment of its current year's budget;

2.
approved the terms of reference of the following groups of specialists as reproduced in Appendices V, VI and VII to CM(96)194: Group of Specialists on the impact of new communications technologies on human rights and democratic values (MM-S-NT), Group of Specialists on the protection of rights holders in the media field (MM-S-PR), Committee of Experts on media concentrations and pluralism (MM-CM), Group of Specialists on media law and human rights (MM-S-HR) as well as the terms of reference as they appear in Appendix 7 to the present volume of Decisions;

3.
approved an increase in the membership of the following committees in order to admit the Russian Federation as a full member: Group of Specialists on media in a pan-European perspective (MM-S-EP), Group of Specialists on access to official information (MM-S-AC) (see Appendices IX and X of document CM(96)104);

4.
considering the above decisions and the decisions under item 5.2b of the agenda of the present meeting, took note of the abridged report of the 43rd meeting of the Steering Committee on the Mass Media (CDMM) as a whole (see document CM(96)104).


Item 5.2

b.


Draft Recommendation No. R (96) .. on the Guarantee of Independence


of Public Service Broadcasting

(CM(96)104)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
adopted Recommendation No. R (96) 10 of the Committee of Ministers to member States on the guarantee of the independence of public service broadcasting as it appears in Appendix 8 to the present volume of Decisions;

2.
authorised the publication of the Explanatory Memorandum to the above-mentioned Recommendation, as reproduced in Appendix IV of CM(96)104.
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Item 7.1

7.1


IVth EUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS


RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CULTURAL HERITAGE


Report by the Secretary General

(CM(96)97)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
transmitted the Declaration on the Political Dimension of Cultural Heritage Conservation in Europe to the Council for Cultural Co-operation (CDCC) and the Cultural Heritage Committee (CC-PAT) so that they can bear it in mind in their programmes of activity;

2.
instructed the Secretariat to draw on the said Declaration for the purpose of preparing a draft Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers to member States, for consideration at one of their forthcoming meetings;

3.
transmitted Resolution No. 1 on the Cultural Heritage as a Factor in Building Europe to the CDCC and CC-PAT so that they can bear it in mind in the preparation of their future programmes of activity and adopted Decision No. CM/644/110906, as it appears at Appendix 9 to the present volume of Decisions, assigning ad hoc terms of reference to the CC-PAT instructing it to consider the modalities of establishing a procedure for preserving and upgrading built heritage assets and archaeological sites;

4.
transmitted Resolution No. 2 on the Cultural Heritage as a Factor of Sustainable Development to the CDCC and the CC-PAT so that they can take action in the framework of their respective programmes of activity, on the Conference's request for the development of a European methodology for the management of the heritage in the context of sustainable development;

5.
adopted Decision No. CM/645/110996 assigning ad hoc terms of reference to the CC-PAT as it appears in Appendix 10 to the present volume of Decisions;

6.
adopted Decision No. CM/646/110996 assigning ad hoc terms of reference to the CC-PAT as it appears in Appendix 11 to the present volume of Decisions;

7.
instructed their Rapporteur Group on Relations with Countries of Central and Eastern Europe (GREL) to consider the Appeal in Aid of the Cultural Heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia adopted by the Ministers responsible for the Cultural Heritage in Helsinki, and to present them with proposals for appropriate action on this Appeal;

8.
instructed the CC-PAT to promote dialogue between the states, European institutions and international organisations involved in combating illicit trafficking in works of art and protecting movable heritage items, and to present it with any appropriate proposal with a view to establishing close co-operation between member States in liaison with the European institutions and international governmental and non-governmental organisations concerned;

9.
having regard to decisions 1 to 8 above, took note of the whole report drawn up by the Secretary General on the IVth European Conference of Ministers responsible for the Cultural Heritage (CM(96)97).
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Item 8.1

8.1


FUNCTIONING AND INTER-RELATION


OF THE EUROPEAN YOUTH CENTRES

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)562/3.3, 569/8.1, 570/8.1)

a.


Guidelines for the management of the European Youth Centres


Decisions
The Deputies

1.
took note with satisfaction of the opening of the European Youth Centre in Budapest on 15 December 1995; the functioning of the Centre will be evaluated three years from that date;

2.
reaffirmed the importance of the Budapest European Youth Centre in the implementation of the Council of Europe youth policy in the context of the enlargement of the Organisation;

3.
approved the "Guidelines" on operating rules for the Strasbourg and Budapest European Youth Centres and their integration within the activities of the Youth Directorate and other sectors of the Council of Europe, set out in Appendix 12 to the present volume of Decisions, and instructed the Secretary General to ensure that they are applied;

4.
decided to resume consideration of the resources required by the Budapest Centre when they discuss the Council of Europe's budget for 1997.


Item 8.1

b.


Draft reply to the Message from the European Steering Committee


for Intergovernmental Co-operation in the Youth Field (CDEJ)


on the situation of the European Youth Centre in Budapest
c.


Draft reply to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1293 (1996)


on the European Youth Centre in Budapest
Decision
The Deputies adopted the text which appears in Appendix 13 to the present volume of Decisions and decided to address it to the European Steering Committee for Intergovernmental Co-operation in the Youth Field (CDEJ), in reply to that Committee's Message, and to the Parliamentary Assembly, in reply to Recommendation 1293 (1996).
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Item 10.1

10.1


STEERING COMMITTEE ON BIOETHICS (CDBI)

Abridged report of the 11th meeting


(Strasbourg, 4-7 June 1996)

(CM(96)103)

Decisions

The Deputies

1.
took note of the final draft Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine, as it appears at Appendix IV of CM(96)103 and agreed to resume consideration of it, with a view to its adoption, in the light in particular of the final Opinion of the Parliamentary Assembly on this text, once it has been given;

2.
took note that the CDBI had instructed the Secretariat to draw up, under the latter's responsibility, a revised version of the explanatory report, taking into account any comments submitted by delegations;

3.
agreed to instruct the CDBI to draw up a Protocol to the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine concerning the problems relating to human genetics and accordingly approved the terms of reference of the CDBI's Working Party on Human Genetics (CDBI-CO-GT4), as it appears at Appendix 14 to the present volume of Decisions;

4.
approved the renewal of the terms of reference of the Working Party CDBI-CO-GT1 (organ transplantation) as they appear at Appendix VI to CM(96)103 as well as of the terms of reference of the Working Party CDBI-CO-GT2 (medical research) as they appear at Appendix 15 to the present volume of Decisions.
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Item 10.2

10.2


SECOND REGIONAL EXPERT MEETING


ON CITIZENSHIP LEGISLATION (REMCL)

Follow-up

(CM/Del/Dec/Act(96)570/2.1.a, REMCL(96)2, GREL(96)27)

Decisions
The Deputies

1. 
took note of the report of the Second Regional Expert meeting on Citizenship Legislation (Doc. REMCL (96)2);

2.
authorised the holding in Autumn 1996 of an expert meeting on Citizenship Legislation concerning the Parties to the Peace Agreements on Bosnia and Herzegovina, as follow-up to these Agreements, and with other States which might be interested;

3.
instructed the Secretariat to keep them informed of the results of this activity.
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Item 11.1

11.1


BUDGET COMMITTEE


Meeting report of the June session


(Strasbourg, 24-27 June 1996)


(CM(96)89)

a.


1996 Budgetary situation

(CM(96)88)

b.


Funding investments for 1997 and beyond

(CM(96)94)

Decisions
I.
The representatives on the Committee of Ministers of the member States of the Enlarged Partial Agreement establishing the European Centre for Modern Languages (Graz)
 approved the proposed changes in the budgetary operations of the Centre from the second half of 1996, as detailed in document CM(96)88, pages 1, 2 and 3;

II.
The Deputies

1.
took note of the information on recent accessions to the Partial Agreements contained in document CM(96)88, page 4; 

2.
authorised increases in the appropriations for Sub-heads 2303 (Grant to the Cultural Fund) and 2304 (Grant to the Sports Fund), of 222 000 F and 26 000 F respectively, to be covered by transfers within Vote II; 

3.
changed the title of the "1995-1996 investment programme" special account to Special "investment" account, and decide no longer to specify its closing date; 

4.
authorised the Secretariat to make transfers from Heads 1.2 (Expenditure on buildings, office supplies and equipment) and 1.3 (Expenditure on informatics and telecommunications) of the Ordinary Budget to Sub-head 8106 (Grant to the Special investment account) in Vote VIII;

5.
decided, as an exceptional measure and only for the year 1996, to use 630 843 F of the increased rent negotiated with the European Parliament to settle amounts invoiced by the Parliament and allocate the balance - approximately 1 999 157 F - to the Special investment account;

6.
authorised the Budget Committee to receive copies of the minutes of meetings of the Rapporteur Group on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, as well as copies of decisions taken by the Committee of Ministers in the light of its reports and those of the Rapporteur Groups;

7.
took note of the other information contained in document CM(96)89. 
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Item 11.2

11.2


ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL - APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS

(CM(96)61, CM(96)102 and Corrigendum)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
appointed


- Mr José da Cruz Rodrigues (Portugal)

and


- Mr Kåre Hauge (Norway)

judges of the Administrative Tribunal with effect from 25 September 1996 for a period of three years;

2.
appointed


- Mr Hans Knitel (Austria)

deputy of the Administrative Tribunal with effect from 23 November 1996 for a period of three years.
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Item 11.3

11.3


APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF AUDITORS

 
PROCEDURE

(CM(96)115-rev)

Decisions
The Deputies

1.
noted that in accordance with the procedure for appointment of members of the Board of Auditors adopted at their 302nd meeting (CM/Del/Concl(79)302, item XXIV), the closing date for the submission to the Secretariat of nominations, together with the curricula vitae of candidates, was 15 October 1996;

2.
instructed the Secretariat to circulate immediately after that date a document detailing all nominations received;

3.
agreed to appoint a member of the Board of Auditors at their 579th meeting (A level, 3-6 December 1996).

    �It is understood that the Council of Europe, besides continuing to pay the salary of Mr Mazza as Head of Division, will cover the expenses of his missions to the region.  These additional costs will be financed by the available credits under the "Urgent Measures" agreed to by the Deputies at their 554th meeting (January 1996, item 2.3).


    �Austria, Andorra, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland.






